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TEA BANH: JABS
SUCCESS SOURCE
OF PRIDE FOR
ENTIRE NATION

BILATERAL TRADE
WITH US SOARS
28.47% IN FIRST
EIGHT MONTHS

MORE THAN 50%
OF VIETNAMESE
FIRMS KEEP STAFF
PAID AMID COVID

SOFTWARE FIRM
TO GIFT 5K FREE
LICENCES TO MAKE
WORLD ‘BETTER’
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show your papers
a vendor shows proof of inoculation to the management at phsar chas Market in daun penh district on Monday. phnom penh municipal gover-
nor Khuong sreng on october 5 required all people aged 6 years and older to show vaccination cards when entering schools, markets, malls, 
marts, eateries and other businesses. HENG CHIVOAN

CHINA and India on October 
11 blamed each other for the 
failure of high-level talks to 
ease tensions along a disputed 
Himalayan border between the 
nuclear-armed neighbours.

The strategically important 
Galwan river valley between Tibet 
and India’s Ladakh region became 
a high-altitude flashpoint last 
year after one of the deadliest 
troop clashes in decades.

Senior military officials from 
the two countries held their first 
round of talks in two months, but 
it ended without any progress.

India made “unreasonable 
and unrealistic demands”, Chi-
nese military spokesman Long 
Shaohua said in a statement 
issued by the People’s Liberation 
Army’s western theatre com-
mand. The statement did not say 
what the demands were.

In response, India’s defence 
ministry said China was “not 
agreeable” to discussing “con-
structive suggestions … [and] 
could not provide any forward-
looking proposals”.

India said both sides have 
agreed to maintain communi-
cations and stability.

China and India – whose bor-
der runs for 3,500km – fought a 
full-scale war in 1962 and have 
long accused each other of trying 
to seize territory along their 
unofficial border, known as the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC).

The latest talks focused on 
resolving “remaining issues” 
along the LAC in eastern Ladakh, 
the Indian defence ministry said.

Earlier this month, India’s army 
chief said China was sending 
“considerable numbers” of troops 
to the border, prompting a match-
ing deployment by New Delhi.

His comments came days 
after Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying 
said Indian soldiers had made 
illegal incursions into Chinese 
territory, an accusation that 
New Delhi denied. AFP

Hin Pisei

SEVENTY-FIVE private investment 
projects outside of special economic 
zones (SEZ) were approved by the 
Council for the Development of Cam-
bodia (CDC) in the first eight months 
of 2021, down by nearly 30 per cent 
year-on-year, the Ministry of Econo-
my and Finance reported.

The report presented an overall glum 
picture for new investments in non-
SEZ projects, with new ventures ap-
proved by the CDC in January-August 
involving a total capital investment 
valued at $1.106 billion, tumbling by 
52.5 per cent year-on-year, and ex-
pected to create 57,000 jobs, shrinking 
by 32.3 per cent on a yearly basis.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 

vice-president Lim Heng accredits 
the decline in new such projects to 
Covid-prompted restrictions related 
to trans-border human movement.

These include considerably long 
quarantine periods that stymie the 
process of studying markets and se-
lecting sites for potential ventures, 
resulting in bottlenecks in invest-
ment procedures, he said.

He told The Post on October 11 that 
Cambodia is expected to reopen its 
economy soon, and reduce the man-
datory quarantine period for vacci-
nated arrivals. Prime Minister Hun 
Sen has suggested seven days as the 
new length of quarantine.

Heng said these plans “will

China, India
trade blame
after border
talks fall flat

Non-SEZ projects slide by nearly 30%
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Voun Dara

T
HE Constitutional 
Council of Cambodia 
(CCC) has informed 
King Norodom Siha-

moni that the proposed 
amendment to several articles 
of the Constitution that would 
mandate single citizenship for 
the top leadership positions 
does not violate the principles 

of the constitutional monar-
chy and is in accord with the 
constitutional requirement 
that Cambodia be a multi-
party liberal democracy.

The CCC reached these 
conclusions at their Octo-
ber 11 session chaired by its 
president Im Chhun Lim.

The session was held ex-
pressly to review the changes 
to articles 19, 82, 106, 119 and 

137 of the Constitution and ar-
ticles 3 and 4 of the Additional 
Constitutional Law tending to 
ensure the regular function-
ing of national institutions.

“As the result of the full ses-
sion of the Constitutional 
Council held to submit opin-
ions about the amendments 
to His Majesty … the request 
to amend articles 19, 82, 106, 
119 and 137 of the Constitu-

tion and articles 3 and 4 of the 
Additional Constitutional Law 
… can be made as requested 
within this specific context 
without any impact on the 
viability of the multi-party 
liberal democratic system or 
the principles of the consti-
tutional monarchy,” the CCC 
said in a press statement.

King briefed on top-job
dual citizenship interdict
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Analysts divided on proposed amendment
Continued from page 1

It said the amendment is 
made also during the time 
when there is a state of 
emergency.

CCC spokesperson Prom 
Vichet Akara told The Post af-
ter the session that they were 

able to easily and quickly 
come to the decision and sub-
mit it to the King. He declined 
to elaborate further, referring 
reporters to the official press 
statement.

In news related to contro-
versial reports that apparent-
ly prompted the government 

to push for the amendment, 
Elisabeth Ribbans – the read-
ers’ editor at the UK-based 
Guardian – wrote a letter to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion in response to its request 
for clarification regarding the 
newspaper’s initial report al-
leging that Prime Minster 
Hun Sen had acquired a Cy-
priot passport. 

The report, which cited the 
Pandora Papers released by 
the International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists, 
was later retracted.  

“I can reassure you that the 
error was notified to me by 
the Guardian’s own editorial 
staff yesterday and the article 
was amended and footnoted 
accordingly. 

“You can see the updated 
version of the article in which 
the reference to Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen [no longer ap-
pears] online on [the Guard-
ian’s website],” Ribbans said 
in the letter.

“The editor regrets the con-
cern caused to Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and it is hoped that 
our prompt action to rectify 
this error provides a satisfac-
tory resolution,” she added.

The amendment of the Con-
stitution mandating single 
Cambodian citizenship for the 
prime minister and presidents 
of the National Assembly, Sen-
ate and CCC drew strong sup-
port from officials from vari-
ous government institutions, 
but outside analysts are still 

at odds over the actual impor-
tance of the matter.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay was of the view that the 
amendment would be of no 
benefit. 

He said that according to the 
Constitution as currently estab-
lished, the top leaders that the 
amendment is targeting have 
no institutional power them-
selves. He explained that the 
presidents of these institutions 
are just one of the members of 
that particular body and any 
power they wield is delegated 
to them via vote by the other 
members in accordance with 
democratic principles.

“Therefore, in order for the 
top national institutions to 
use their power to serve na-
tional interests, the amend-
ment has to require all mem-
bers of the institutions to 
have just a single citizenship 
as well. Otherwise, the cur-
rent proposed amendment is 
useless,” he said.

Khin Phea, director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Insti-
tute, said the amendment to the 
Constitution would not damage 
national or public interests.  

He said that whatever its 
technical merits, it could 
serve to improve people’s 
confidence in their leaders 
by contributing to an overall 
impression that they are free 
from conflicts of interest de-
rived from the privileges of 
holding multiple passports, 
which is unseemly in appear-

ance at best when done by 
the nation’s leaders.

“We have to look at the 
scope of it. It covers only four 
high offices – prime minister 
and the presidents of the Na-
tional Assembly, Senate and 
Constitutional Council. So it 
won’t really affect other peo-
ple who have two citizenships 
who are contributing to the 
development of the country. 

“I just want to stress that 
this amendment doesn’t af-
fect our national interests 
or the average person and it 
possibly contributes to en-
suring political stability and 
increasing society’s level of 
patriotism,” he said.

He said the law may not 
solve any existing problem 
but it could eliminate the pos-
sibility of the appearance of 
any such problem, which can 
by itself improve public confi-
dence – but it should be very 
clear on the matter of whether 
the single Cambodian citizen-
ship for the top leadership in 
those four offices is only from 
birth or if it can be achieved 
through naturalisation.

Former opposition leader 
Sam Rainsy, who first shared 
the Guardian’s controversal 
reports regarding Hun Sen’s 
alleged acquisition of the Cy-
priot passport, shrugged off 
the proposed amenment to 
the Consitution.

“This is ridiculous and use-
less,” he briefly told The Post 
when reached for comment 
on October 11.  

National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  OCTObER  12, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Eight-year 
dispute on 
stall owner 
status over 
Long Kimmarita

THIRTY-TWO vendors from 
Samaki market in Kampot 
province and the owner of 
stalls there have agreed to 
accept a four-point solution 
to end a long-running dispute 
over the ownership of market 
stalls.

Chum Sokunthea, an inves-
tor who serves as director of 
the market, told The Post on 
October 11 that the two sides 
had disputed ownership for 
eight years because vendors 
claimed the stalls they occu-
pied belonged to them, while 
the owner, identified as Ly 
Huoy, claimed vendors rented 
the stalls but had not paid the 
rent for years.

The agreement came after 
provincial governor Cheav Tay 
lead a team on August 21 to 
mediate between the vendors 
and Huoy, who had filed a 
complaint in court suing them 
for occupying the stalls with-
out paying a fee.

Following mediation in 
August, Tay handed over the 
work to Kampot town gover-
nor Leang Roeun Sothy to deal 
with the matter after both par-
ties had agreed to accept the 
four conditions.

Roeun Sothy told The Post on 
October 11 that after the meet-
ing, the two sides on October 
9 agreed to accept the solution 
and thumbprint the condi-
tions to end the dispute.

He added that in the four 
conditions, the fish vendors 
occupying the 32 stalls had to 
hand over $5,000 per stall, a 
total of $160,000, to Huoy 
through the Kampot town 
hall.

He said Huoy agreed to 
accept the money and uncon-
ditionally withdraw the civil 
complaint from the court to 
end the dispute.

The third condition was that 
Sokunthea, the stall owner, 
agreed to pay $2,500 to repair 
the roof of the fish market.

The Kampot town hall also 
issued certificates of owner-
ship to the vendors.

“We solved this dispute so 
people can benefit together … 
This has been a long-running 
dispute and has been medi-
ated many times, but there 
was no common ground. We 
hope that they will be satisfied 
with the solution.”

Sokunthea said he was hap-
py that both sides had resolved 
the issue and accepted the 
solution voluntarily.

“I do not want to see them 
file a complaint. I want to see 
them agree to the solution, 
because in the past the dispute 
had been mediated many 
times but failed.”

According to Sokunthea, the 
market was established about 
40 years ago and sells all kinds 
of products. The market is one 
of the largest in the province 
and currently has more than 
200 stalls.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Sar Kheng seeking problem solvers
Voun Dara

M
INISTER of Interior Sar 
Kheng has advised pro-
vincial administrations 
to heed the opinions 

and comments of their local resi-
dents and study the experiences of 
other governors such as Mao Thonin 
– the former governor of Pursat prov-
ince who recently took up the post of 
Kampot governor – in order to find 
ways to effectively solve problems 
outside of the courts.

Sar Kheng made the remarks on 
October 11 while presiding over the 
inauguration of the new governor of 
battambang province, Sok Lou. Lou 
traded places with his predecessor 
Nguon Ratanak who now takes up the 
office that the former just vacated as 
governor of Kampong Thom province.

“I would like to make a few sug-
gestions: Extra-judicial settlement 
mechanisms are one way to deal with 
problems that we need to pay more 
attention to. In the past, I created a 
Facebook account with an intake-
team to field requests and complaints 
from our people,” he said.

“Speaking generally, we can plainly 
see that the results are good. There 
are about 1,000 cases that we’ve 
opened files on and many of those 
have already been resolved, although 
we have not yet fully resolved all of 
them,” he added. 

Sar Kheng said the reason why they 
needed to find effective ways to solve 
people’s problems outside of the 
courts system wasn’t out of distrust 
of the provincial courts administra-
tion or due to any concerns about 
corruption or abuses but rather a 
question of practicality and how to 
make the best use of the courts’ lim-

ited resources by reserving their use 
only for the most serious matters.

“Sometimes we encounter prob-
lems that seemingly can’t be solved 
anywhere with an outcome that is 
truly fair, but if we can’t solve these 
problems the traditional way then we 
have to look for another method. 

“We need to be open to taking criti-
cism and listening to the opinions, 
ideas and comments of the people 
whom we serve. We should also con-
sider taking a close look in the mirror 
at ourselves and our conduct more of-
ten when private citizens dare to speak 
out on important issues to us in a con-
structive way,” Sar Kheng explained.

Sar Kheng said that newly-appoint-
ed Kampot governor Thonin had 
found ways to solve problems for the 

people of Pursat very effectively and 
that all of the provincial governors 
could learn valuable lessons from him 
by examining his experiences there.

“We don’t want to leave our people 
uncertain about whether their prob-
lem is actually going to be solved on 
site or through the regular hierarchi-
cal channels. Doubts become an open 
door for them to wander through to 
file official complaints. And some-
times they complain to [Hun Sen] 
and then he has to spend his time on 
striving for some practical solution 
for their problem,” he said. 

Sar Kheng advised all sub-national 
officials that they should never at-
tempt to cover-up problems instead 
of sincerely dealing with them to find 
ways to solve them and they must al-

ways allow people to honestly express 
themselves and make comments in a 
constructive manner. 

He noted that this was an important 
part of the process of seeking justice for 
aggrieved citizens because even if they 
do not get their preferred solution they 
will at least know that they were accord-
ed the respect of having their side of 
things fully heard-out by their leaders.

Rights group Adhoc’s spokesman 
Soeng Sen Karuna observed that the 
former Pursat governor’s creative 
methods for solving problems outside 
of the courts was largely an anomaly 
when taking into consideration the 
typical past practices of Cambodia’s 
provincial governors.  

“I understand that he’s advising 
them to avoid double standards or 
the unequal administration of justice. 
That often is the result of the provin-
cial administration’s wilfully ignoring 
the problems people are having with-
in their jurisdictions. That’s why some 
cases are mired in prolonged delays 
that leave the victims waiting on the 
courts interminably,” he said.

He added that Thonin had solved 
small problems outside of the court 
system in Pursat but nothing really 
serious like the land disputes between 
the poor and the wealthy, while ac-
knowledging that this practice could 
help free up the courts to deal with 
more serious matters when the courts 
actually intend to do so.

“We want to see a solution to the big 
civil disputes and land issues. These 
issues fundamentally affect the rights 
and welfare of the people who risk 
losing everything if their land is en-
croached on by powerful tycoons or 
business interests. That’s where the 
focus should be rather than on small-
er matters,” Karuna said.

Minister of interior sar kheng (left) hands over the stamp of office to sok Lou,  who was 
appointed the new battambang provincial governor on Monday. Sar Kheng via facebooK



Nov Sivutha

A LARGE national library on 
the campus of the National 
University of Battambang 
(NUBB) in Battambang prov-
ince will be inaugurated next 
month to let students conduct 
more research on subjects and 
technical skills in areas such as 
agriculture and technology.

NUBB rector Sok Khorn told 
The Post on October 10 that the 
library holds more than 30,000 
different books. The books are 
sponsored by ministries and 
other state institutions while 
some have been ordered 
through the Higher Education 
Improvement Project.

The library, which can 
accommodate up to 50 visitors 
at a time and also boasts a 
large swimming pool, has two 
floors and covers an area of 
900sqm on the NUBB campus, 
the largest in the north west-
ern region of Cambodia.

Students and the public can 
study and research in this library 
but they need to apply for a 
membership card so librarians 
can easily manage enquiries. 

According to Khorn, it will 
also be equipped with an addi-
tional e-library that will allow 
students to read and download 
hundreds of thousands of 
books stored in the e-libraries 
of partner countries and insti-
tutions at any time.

“When setting up this library, 

we set out two major missions: 
first, it will be a human 
resource training centre and 
second, a research centre. It 
will not only be a place for 
studying, preparing theses and 
increasing knowledge but will 
also double as a research cen-
tre for agriculture and technol-
ogy as well,” he said.

He added that in the future, 
the library will also be a place 
for business training where eve-
rybody can study and research. 
A laboratory will be set up to 
test construction materials and 
food from Siem Reap and prov-
inces bordering Thailand such 
as Banteay Meanchey, Pailin 
and Oddar Meanchey, as trans-
portation infrastructure will be 
better in the future.

Lon Srey Mey, a freshman of 
the 17th generation at NUBB, 
said she expected that when 
the library is inaugurated, stu-
dents can read those more 
than 30,000 books to increase 
their knowledge and to further 
research the subject that she is 
studying at the university.

She said the library not only 
has books but is also equipped 
with an e-library whereby stu-
dents from outside can access 
its resources.

“In the past, there was no 
such library. I hope it will con-
tribute to building students’ 
reading and research to gain 
more knowledge as it also has 
an e-library,” she said.

Officials visit the library at the National University of Battambang in 
Battambang province on October 8. BattamBang Education dEpartmEnt

Water festival celebrations in Phnom Penh back in 2019. HEng cHiVoan
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National
B Bang university to 
host national library  
branch on campus

Mom Kunthear

MINISTER of Interior Sar Kheng said 
this year’s Water Festival, which falls on 
November 18-20, will not occur due to 
the prolonged Covid-19 pandemic. 

Sar Kheng announced the cancel-
lation during the appointment of 
the new governor of Battambang 
province on October 11.

“It is now October and the govern-
ment has decided that this year the 
Water Festival will not take place 
due to Covid-19. But in 2022, we 
will have an important event for the 
nation, and that is the commune 
council election,” he said.

Sar Kheng urged the general pub-
lic to continue working together to 
prevent the spread of Covid by ad-
justing their lives to the new normal 
as the pandemic has not abated.

“Until now, no one can exactly 
predict when the pandemic will 
subside. So, if the problem persists 
it will continue to affect our econo-
my, society and people’s livelihoods. 
That’s why we have to learn to live 

with the disease,” he said.
The Committee for Organising 

National and International Festivals 
could not be reached for comment 
on October 11.

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Octo-
ber 6 also hinted that Water Festival 
celebrations would not take place 
this year, but the public holiday will 
remain for people to enjoy.

The festival — which aligns with the 
date of the full moon in the Khmer 
lunar calendar month of Kadeuk (or 
Kartika in Sanskrit) when the rice 
crops in paddy fields are ready for 
harvest — was also postponed last 
year due to the pandemic.

Construction worker Buth Ra, 25, said 
he supported postponing the festival 
because he feared the spread of the 
coronavirus, which could significantly 
surge during and after the festival.

“Everyone, including me, wants to 
be happy and take a break to meet 
family and friends. But like we all 
know, our country still faces an out-
break so it’s better not to have this 
festival,” he said.

Water Festival cancelled amid prolonged pandemic

Covid booster-shot campaign 
kicks off across the Kingdom  
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Kingdom’s third-
dose Covid-19 vacci-
nation drive launched 
on October 11, as the 

campaign to vaccinate the 
adult population of 10 million 
reaches out to the remaining 
0.8 per cent.  

Minister of National De-
fence Tea Banh participated 
in the launch of the Covid-
19 booster shot campaign, 
remarking at the opening 
ceremonies that vaccines are 
fundamental to Cambodia’s 
entire pandemic contain-
ment strategy. 

Tea Banh added that timely 
vaccinations could save the 
lives of many Cambodians 
by reducing the incidence of 
serious illness and deaths due 
to Covid-19 while also help-
ing to reduce its spread.  

“[We] are committed to vac-
cinating everyone who are el-
igible as soon as possible and 
achieving the plan to build 
herd immunity and commu-
nity resilience in order to be 
in a position to relaunch our 
international and domestic 
tourism and socio-economic 
sectors as soon as possible,” 
he said.

The minister asked all vac-
cination working groups to 
take care in the execution of 
their duties and to rely on 
the valuable experience they 
gained in the first round of 
vaccinations this year.

“In fact, so far almost no 
other country has been able 
to provide vaccinations to 
their people at the same rate 
that Cambodia has achieved. 
This is due to various factors 
like distribution and vaccina-
tion administration capacity, 
which are limited in different 
ways depending on the coun-
try,” he said.

According to Tea Banh, the 
military medics will be re-
sponsible for giving booster 
shots to residents, including 

factory workers, in six of the 
capital’s districts and in eight 
other provinces.

“Cambodia has been ex-
tremely successful in vac-
cinating its population 
with campaigns completed 
in nearly every province. I 
think we can safely say that 
this has been great for our 
country and that we are so 
proud of our country. This 
is now truly one of the fore-
most achievements of our 
nation in the modern-era,” 
he said. 

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine was also 
on hand for the opening day 
of booster shot campaign, 
which was first announced 
on August 25. 

The health ministry is also 
providing fresh deliveries of 
medical equipment and per-
sonal protective equipment 

along with supplies like alco-
hol, cotton and saline to the 
defence ministry’s vaccination 
working groups for the start of 
this new round of jabs. 

Ith Sarath, deputy com-
mander-in-chief of the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces 
who oversees the military’s 
vaccination efforts, an-
nounced that the military 
medics have been assigned 
to six districts in Phnom 
Penh – Kamboul, Dangkor, 
Meanchey, Por Sen Chey, 
Toul Kork and Russey Keo.  

He noted that the total num-
ber of people in the six dis-
tricts assigned to the military 
was 1,026,126. He said 3,578 
medics divided into 152 medi-
cal teams will be deployed for 
vaccination operations.

On the same day, medical 
teams from the Phnom Penh 
municipal health department 

and the Samdech Techo Vol-
untary Youth Doctor Associa-
tion (TYDA) also began a third 
round of jabs for residents in 
Boeung Keng Kang, Chamkar-
mon, Chbar Ampov, Prampi 
Makara and Sen Sok districts. 

Residents over in Daun 
Penh, Chroy Changvar and 
Prek Pnov districts will have 
to wait until October 30 to be-
gin their booster shot, which 
are being timed loosely to 
four months after receiving 
the second dose.

According to figures from 
the national Covid-19 vacci-
nation committee, as of Octo-
ber 10 over 13 million people 
aged six and older – or 84.33 
per cent of Cambodia’s entire 
population of roughly 16 mil-
lion – had been vaccinated, 
with more than 11 million 
people having received their 
second dose.

Medical workers from the Ministry of National Defence ready to provide booster jabs to people in the capital 
on Monday. tEa BanH Via facEBook



Ry Sochan

M
INISTER of For-
eign Affairs and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o o p e r a t i o n 

Prak Sokhonn and Japanese 
ambassador to Cambodia 
Masahiro Mikami signed an 
“exchange of notes” and oth-
er documents related to the 
provision of Japanese grant 

aid and loans worth approxi-
mately $72 million to imple-
ment six projects. 

According to the foreign 
ministry’s press statement on 
October 11, the six projects 
are in the areas of water sup-
ply, mine action, construction 
materials, cadastral surveys, 
human resource develop-
ment and manufacturing.

“[This assistance] is to con-

tribute to the promotion of so-
cio-economic development in 
Cambodia,” the ministry said. 

The Siem Reap Water Sup-
ply Expansion Project Phase II 
takes up the bulk of the funds 
with a budget of $58 million. 

The grant also awards 
$12.49 million for the imple-
mentation of socio-economic 
development programmes – 
$1.8 million for mine action, 

$2.27 million for construc-
tion materials, $2.27 million 
for cadastral surveying, $3.63 
million for human resource 
development and the remain-
ing $4.54 million for manu-
facturing development.

Sokhonn said at the signing 
ceremony that this assistance 
was a testament to Japan’s con-
tinued support for Cambodia 
despite the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Japan has been supporting 
Cambodia in the fight against 
Covid-19 through the provi-
sion of loans, grant aid and 
vaccines, and these charita-
ble donations reflect the close 
ties and cooperation between 
our two countries. Japan has 
also contributed to Cambo-
dia’s nationwide vaccination 
campaign,” he said. 

Sokhonn also noted that 
Japan was an active architect 
of the peace process in Cam-
bodia and has made ongoing 
significant contributions over 
the years in rebuilding the 
country after decades of war 
and devastation.

“The people of Cambodia 
will always treasure the gen-
erosity of the people of Ja-
pan,” Sokhonn said. 

The Japanese embassy said 
a separate press release on 
October 11 that in response 
to a request from the Cambo-
dian government – and with a 
view to strengthening friend-
ly and cooperative relations 
between the two countries – 
the Japanese government has 
decided to extend its direct 
loans, also known as “ODA 
Yen Loans”, to Cambodia.

“The Siem Reap Water Sup-
ply Expansion Project Phase 
II with a 60,000-cubic-metre 
per day capacity water treat-
ment facility and 200km of 
water distribution pipes will 
continue to be developed in 
Siem Reap following the suc-
cess of Phase I.

“It is expected that these 
cooperative projects will con-
tribute to the future develop-
ment of Cambodia in each re-
spective sector and also to the 
mutual understanding and 
building of friendly relations 
between Japan and Cambo-
dia,” the embassy said.
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Heavy rainfall filling 
capital’s drain canals 
as flood threat looms
Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

FLASH flooding caused by 
extremely heavy rainfall is 
affecting communities in the 
outer-suburbs of Phnom Penh 
– especially people residing in 
Prek Kampus, Sak Sampov and 
Kong Noy communes in Dan-
gkor district. 

The team from the Ministry 
of Water Resources and Mete-
orology are cooperating with 
specialists from the municipal 
department of public works 
and transport to make use of 
excavating equipment to 
increase drainage canal water-
flow in order to siphon the 
rainwater into lakes, creeks 
and streams which then flow 
into the bassac River. 

While inspecting the work 
done by the technical team 
excavating the reservoirs of 
Dam 96 and Dam 94 on the 
morning of October 10, Min-
ister of Water Resources and 
Meteorology Lim Kean Hor 
told reporters that because the 
drainage system utilising 
streams, canals and lakes had 
been partly filled-in from the 
erosion of soil used to build 
earthworks that were not up to 
the necessary technical stand-
ards, the water flow was 
blocked and this was causing 
flooding after several days in a 
row of heavy rains. 

“This flooding is not due to 
the floods from the Prek Tna-
ot River, it was f looded by 
rain, though it is not yet to a 
serious level.

“The natural waterway net-
works such as canals, streams 
and connected lakes that are 
all flowing into the bassac 
River have been blocked by 
soil that is to some extent due 
to the construction of some 
roads and other structures that 
do not comply with the proper 
technical standards to main-
tain these waterways,” he 
explained. 

Kean Hor added that the 
work of excavating the dam 
reservoirs had been sped up 
since the night of October 9, 
after the floodwaters topped 
the canals and flowed across 
the roads behind the Prek 
Kampus dam, inundating 
parts of Srey Snom village of 
Prek Kampus commune in 
Dangkor district in Phnom 
Penh and Chhmar Puon vil-

lage in Choeung Koeub com-
mune of Kandal Stung district 
in Kandal province.

On the morning of October 
10, Phnom Penh municipal 
governor Khuong Sreng was 
also on-site with local author-
ities to check out the situation 
in the flooded areas while dis-
tributing rice to 90 affected 
families in Sak Sampov and 
Kong Noy communes of Dan-
gkor district. 

“There are three main fac-
tors that make the western 
part of Phnom Penh suffer 
from severe flooding due to 
rainfall. A few days ago, the 
amount of rainfall reached up 
to 105 mm.

“Former streams, canals or 
rice fields have all been devel-
oped into plots of land with 
residential buildings and the 
fill-in of canals by some people 
is making it impossible for 
water to flow, causing flooding 
in this area,” he said. 

Sreng assigned officials to 
monitor the area and liaise 
with residents so the city can 
intervene in a timely manner 
whenever flooding is reported 
and to allow residents in the 
area improved access to help 
and services provided by the 
capital’s administration. 

Sam Piseth, director of the 
municipal department of pub-
lic works and transport, said 
that as of the afternoon of 
October 10, the excavation of 
37 canals along the road in 
Kamboul, Por Sen Chey and 
Prek Pnov districts – which all 
flow into boeung Tamok Lake 
– was more than 70 per cent 
completed. 

“According to the pace of 
work that has been achieved 
so far, the project to excavate 
the 37 canals along Win-Win 
boulevard may be completed 
within the week,” he said.

Elsewhere in the Kingdom, 
Chhun buntha, director of the 
inter-sectoral office of the 
banteay Meanchey provincial 
administration, told The Post 
that some towns and districts in 
the province had seen water 
levels recede but some floodwa-
ters remained in Sisophon town 
and Mongkol borei district.

“About 50 per cent of the 
people who were evacuated to 
higher ground because of the 
floods have now returned to 
their homes,” he said.

Japan, Cambodia ink deal for 
socio-economic development 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Prak Sokhonn (centre right) and Japanese ambassador to Cambodia Masahiro Mikami 
exchange notes and documents related to development projects on Monday. Foreign Ministry

Phnom Penh municipal governor Khuong Sreng inspects the rising water
levels at Stung Prek Tnaot in Dangkor district on Sunday. City Hall



Om Bunthoeurn

CHREAV commune authori-
ties in Siem Reap town will 
excavate an ancient pond 
known as Trapeang Hae Phka 
in Bos Kralanh village for 
preservation to attract tour-
ists and create jobs or busi-
nesses for residents.

Commune chief Ka Ob Ron 
said on October 11 that the 
pond covers about 6ha and will 
be dug to a depth of 3m. The 
soil dug from the pond will be 
placed around the banks. 

He said the pond had dried 
up and the restoration is to 
preserve it and prevent en-
croachment. It will also create 
jobs for locals as there are rec-
reational places to attract tour-
ists and set up businesses.

“We want it to become a 
clean resort with a garden and 
a place for people to sell items 
so they can make money for 
their livelihoods. If we leave 
the pond as it is, it seems use-
less and there would be en-
croachment by people. This is 
my request to the Apsara Na-
tional Authority [ANA].”

However, he said some resi-
dents were unhappy with the 
restoration work and pro-
tested to authorities about the 
excavation machinery. The 
people dissatisfied with the 
development were individuals 
who had encroached on it.

“There are ringleaders who 
collected fingerprints from 
about 300 people. They applied 
for intervention at the provin-

cial hall. But because the pro-
vincial side was busy with the 
Covid-19 issue, so the complaint 
is yet to be resolved,” he said.

The restoration of the pond 
was permitted by the provin-
cial administration and the 
ANA, an institution tasked 
with managing the Angkor 
Archaeological Park.

Provincial deputy governor 
Ly Samrith said on October 11 
that he was unfamiliar with 
the situation.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal 
said the authority had permit-
ted them in principle to restore 
the pond, but excavation and 
the cost were the responsibil-
ity of commune authorities 
as they had made the request. 
The ANA only provided tech-
nical assistance and archaeo-
logical excavation work.

National
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Lay Samean

O
CTOBER 10 is World Men-
tal Health Day and the 
Ministry of Health and 
World Health Organisa-

tion (WHO) have expressed concern 
for those whose mental health has 
suffered due to stress and anxiety 
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Health ministry secretary of state 
Or Vandine said that mental health 
was an oft-neglected aspect of 
people’s lives and that good mental 
health was strongly correlated with 
good physical health.

“You should learn how to take care 
of your mental health to improve 
it, such as knowing how to relieve 
stress and anxiety given the context 
of fighting Covid-19 and the limita-
tions on social activities it has re-
quired,” she said.

Vandine provided some advice to 
people suffering from mental ill-
ness during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
suggesting that they be sure to eat a 
healthy diet, get at least eight hours 
of sleep every night, get plenty of 
physical exercise and share their 
feelings and worries with family and 
friends.

She also said that for those people 
who are particularly suffering at this 
time it may be advisable for them to 
seek out help in the form of counsel-
ling by a psychologist or therapist.

Covid-19 poses an acute threat to 
mental health for vulnerable Cam-
bodians such as migrant workers, 
said Li Ailan, the WHO representa-
tive to Cambodia.

She said that the WHO and the 
United Nations are working togeth-
er to ensure that these vulnerable 

groups have access to mental health 
services and social health support, 
adding that there is no such thing as 
the enjoyment of good health with-
out first having good mental health. 

Positive thinking and a healthy 
lifestyle can help anyone to deal 
with stress and feel better, said Ai-
lan. She noted that mental health 
can contribute to physical or over-
all health by boosting immune sys-
tem functioning, for example, and 
is therefore an investment towards 

preventing infectious diseases.
World Mental Health Day is cele-

brated annually on October 10. The 
theme for this year is “Mental Health 
in an Unequal World.”

“We need to raise awareness of in-
equalities within our own workplaces 
to ensure that we protect our col-
leagues who are at higher risk for poor 
mental health or who may have re-
duced access to treatment,” said UN 
secretary-general Antonio Guterres.

UNICEF Cambodia used the oc-

casion to warn about the effects of 
Covid-19 on the mental health of 
children and youth in Cambodia 
and around the world.

According to the latest global esti-
mates, more than one in seven chil-
dren and adolescents between the 
ages of 10 and 19 are suffering from 
mental illness, it said in its report.

The report said that in Cambodia 
in particular, UNICEF and its part-
ners have conducted socio-eco-
nomic impact assessments in the 

context of the spread of Covid-19 
and monitored the psychological 
well-being of the Cambodian people 
using a number of indicators.

UNICEF said that 45 per cent of 
the teens surveyed between the ages 
of 15 and 19 said they were worried 
about their safety during the Covid-
19 outbreak. Another 16 per cent 
of teens said they had been feeling 
stressed or depressed since the be-
ginning of the Covid-19 outbreak. 

Challenges faced by teens in Cam-
bodia include negative or hostile peer-
group interactions and discrimination 
along with a general lack of funds that 
prevents most children from obtain-
ing mental health support services of 
any kind, the report said.  

Foroogh Foyouzat, UNICEF repre-
sentative to Cambodia, said children 
in Cambodia and around the world 
faced many difficult challenges dur-
ing the Covid-19 crisis.

“The closure of schools, the dra-
matic changes in social interactions 
and the socio-economic impact of 
the pandemic on Cambodian fami-
lies have all come at great cost to the 
mental health of children and young 
people,” she said.

The UN in Cambodia issued a 
statement on August 22 saying it 
had trained nearly 3,000 health 
workers across the country to pro-
vide some basic mental and social 
health support to vulnerable or at-
risk populations.

Mental and social health support 
are important aspects of any response 
to Covid-19 and further investments 
in providing access to these kinds of 
support will contribute to a safer and 
healthier future for all Cambodians, 
the statement said.

Covid puts stress on Kingdom’s mental health

Covid-19 positive people are seen outside the Sen Sok treatment centre in Phnom Penh’s Sek Sok district in August. hong menea

Refill of ancient pond 
part of tourism plans

Chreav commune chief Ka Ob Ron 
during a community meeting last 
year. Chreav Commune administration



May Kunmakara

THE local Sathapana Bank Plc 
has received $10 million from 
OP Finnfund Global Impact 
Fund I, the first global emerg-
ing markets impact fund in 
Finland, allowing the bank 
to expand its  loan portfolio 
to small- and medium-sized 
enterprises (SME), and espe-
cially female entrepreneurs.

Sathapana Bank CEO Fung 
Kai Jin underscored that his 
bank provides a host of ser-
vices for SMEs and women 
entrepreneurs to contribute 
to the national economy.

“At Sathapana, we not only 
focus on delivering financial 
services to our customers, but 
we also want to deliver non-
financial services that provide 
additional value to SMEs and 
women entrepreneurs,” he said.

“As we know, the vast major-
ity of Cambodian businesses 
are SMEs, and they are very vi-
tal to the Kingdom’s economy. 
Twenty-six per cent of SMEs 
are owned by women in the 
country, while 62 per cent of 

micro-enterprises are women-
owned, so we can’t emphasise 
enough their importance to 
the Cambodian economy.

“We also ensure gender 
equality in our recruitment, 
aside from enabling and sus-

taining these entrepreneurs 
with our suites of products 
and services such as business 
instalment loans, flexi-lend-
ing, contactless payment and 
smart savings,” Fung added.

OP Corporate Bank asset 

management head Tuomas 
Virtala stressed that catalysing 
growth of SMEs and empow-
ering women are at the core 
of OP Finnfund Global Impact 
Fund I’s investment strategy.

“We are glad to join forces 

and support Sathapana’s work 
both in developing their op-
erations and gender equality 
within the bank as well as con-
tributing to Cambodian finan-
cial sector and the society as a 
whole,” he said.

Finnfund associate direc-
tor and financial institutions 
portfolio head Antti Urvas said 
that “during the six years of 
our partnership, we have seen 
Sathapana developing from a 
microfinance institution to a 
commercial bank”.

“Simultaneously, their work 
towards gender equality and 
women empowerment has 
made Sathapana Bank quali-
fied under the 2x Challenge 
initiative.

“The ambition to develop 
their operations and become 
the leading player in the Cam-
bodian payment ecosystem 
makes Sathapana an inter-
esting partner for Finnfund 
also in the future, and we are 
also glad to have OP Finnfund 
Global Impact Fund I on-
board as a new investor in the 
company,” he said.

Bilateral trade
with US soars
28.5% in first
eight months
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 11,320 11,480 11,580 11,300

2 GTI 4,360 4,400 4,400 4,360

3 PAS 13,480 13,580 13,580 13,460

4 PEPC 3,130 3,160 3,160 3,110

5 PPAP 14,960 14,980 15,000 14,880

6 PPSP 2,040 2,050 2,050 2,020

7 PWSA 7,000 7,000 7,000 7,000

Date: October 11, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,103 1.2459 6.448 112.97 4.1700 1.3544 33.90 0.7336 1.1561 1.3623

Hin Pisei

B
ILATErAL trade be-
tween Cambodia and 
the US in the first 
eight months of 2021 

totalled $5.4994 billion, surg-
ing by 28.47 per cent versus 
$4.2805 billion in the same pe-
riod of last year, according to 
the US Census Bureau (USCB).

Cambodia-US trade has 
avoided dipping into negative 
territory, even as SArS-CoV-2, 
the coronavirus that causes 
Covid-19, continues its global 
path, disrupting a fair share 
of production chains.

In January-August, Cam-
bodian exports to the US 
amounted to $5.2206 billion, 

a 27.88 per cent year-on-year 
uptick, and imports were 
worth $278.8 million, climbing 
by 40.59 per cent, the USCB 
reported. The Kingdom’s trade 
surplus with the US widened 
by 27.2 per cent from $3.884 
billion to $4.942 billion.

In August alone, the King-
dom’s exports to the US were 
valued at $922.1 million, up by 
33 per cent year-on-year from 
over $692.5 million, and imports 
clocked in at $43.0 million, up 
by over 52 per cent from $28.2 
million in August 2020.

Hong Vanak, director of Ian-
ternational Economics at the 
royal Academy of Cambodia, 
told The Post on October 9 
that the positive trade per-

formance between the two 
countries was due to a num-
ber of key ingredients, such as 
improvements in diplomatic 
ties and shifts in production 
conducive to meeting the 
needs of the US market.

He also attributed the solid 
trade growth momentum to 
“trouble” in countries that ex-
port to the US market, mainly 

a reference to Myanmar.
“As the US has always want-

ed good relations with ASEAN 
countries, I remain optimistic 
that Cambodia’s export mar-
ket will be even larger in the 
future,” Vanak said.

Bilateral trade between the 
Kingdom and the US amount-
ed to $6.9213 billion in 2020, 
up 17.89 per cent from 2019, 

data from the American 
Chamber of Commerce in 
Cambodia (AmCham) show.

The export value of Cambo-
dian goods was $6.5777 bil-
lion, up 22.79 per cent from 
the $5.3568 billion posted in 
2019, while goods import-
ed from the US were worth 
$343.6 million, down 33.15 
per cent from $514 million.

Finnish fund invests $10M into Sathaphana

Continued from page 1

open up more opportunities 
for investors to come to Cam-
bodia and enable an increase 
in investment applications, as 
well as underpin a recovery in 
approvals by the competent 
authorities”.

This expected upswing in in-
vestment will be all the more 
pronounced starting early 
next year, when a number 
of regional and bilateral free 
trade agreements are set to 
come into force, he surmised.

However, Heng cautioned 
that taking too long to man-
age a successful economic 
reopening would only pose 
more challenges. 

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics at the 
royal Academy of Cambodia, 
emphasised that the Covid-19 
crisis had damaged investor 
confidence in aspects related 
to health safety, leading to an 
apparent downturn in invest-
ment applications, especially 
in the wake of the February 20 
community event.

He affirmed that health 
safety concerns and the un-
certainty of the future market 
demand have delayed many 
investment plans, contending 
that Sino-US tensions have 
made a considerable number 
of people reluctant to invest 
anywhere in the world.

Investment in Cambo-
dia will return to growth in 
the near future as “recent 
achievements of the Cambo-
dian government” enter into 
force, Vanak said, alluding 
to new trade deals involving 
the Kingdom, as well as the 
recently passed investment 
and public-private partner-
ship laws.

These, he said, “will be 
a major force in attracting 
large-scale international in-
vestors to invest in Cambo-
dia, especially after the situa-
tion of Covid-19 eases”.

Citing observers, Vanak said 
a range of sectors currently 
stuck in a Covid rut would 
soon start to grow again, of-
fering tourism, industry, real 
estate and construction, and 
technology as examples.

Trade deals,
laws set to
encourage
investment

In January-August, Cambodian exports to the US amounted to $5.2206 billion, up 27.88 per cent year-on-year, 
and imports $278.8 million, up 40.59 per cent. FRESH NEWS

Finland’s OP Finnfund Global Impact Fund I has invested $10 million in local lender Sathapana Bank Plc 
(left). HENg cHivoaN
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LAoS hopes to issue its own 
digital currency in the near 
future as part of coopera-
tion with a Japanese financial 
technology (fintech) start-up, 
reports Laotian Times.

Nikkei Asia reports that the 
country intends to explore is-
suing a digital currency with 
support from tokyo-based 
Soramitsu, a Japanese fintech 
company involved in a simi-
lar effort by cambodia.

the Japanese company and 
the bank of Laos (boL) will be-
gin exploring the possibility of 
a digital currency this month 
after signing a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
Japan International coopera-
tion Agency (Jica) on studying 
the development of a central 
bank digital currency.

According to reports, Laos 
believes a digital currency 

would assist policymakers 
in gathering data to better 
understand the economy, in-
cluding the amount of money 
in circulation at any time.

Soramitsu, the Japanese fin-
tech firm, has already assisted 
cambodia in developing its ba-
kong digital payments system 
using blockchain technology, 
hoping to ease the country’s 
dependence on the US dollar.

With china preparing to launch 
a digital currency next year, 
countries in the region appear to 
be researching ways to do the same.

Meanwhile, in a surprise 
move, the government of 
Laos recently authorised six 
companies to trade and mine 
cryptocurrencies, while unau-
thorised trading in digital cur-
rencies remains prohibited for 
much of the population. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

cHINA’S central bank gover-
nor vowed to keep strength-
ening regulation of financial 
technology (fintech) compa-
nies, focusing on areas includ-
ing payment services, antitrust 
issues and data protection.

People’s bank of china 
(Pboc) governor Yi Gang 
made his keynote speech, 
“china’s experience with reg-
ulating big tech”, at the 11th 
research network meeting 
of the bank for International 
Settlements last week.

He said the continual de-
velopment of fintech has 
brought new challenges to 
chinese regulators. For in-
stance, some leading platform 
companies launched person-
al credit information services 
without licences. Some even 
challenged deposits of tradi-
tional banks through the pro-
vision of “innovative internet 
financial products”.

Yi stressed in the speech that 
any “inappropriate connec-
tion” between the financial and 
business information systems 
in fintech companies should 
be cut off to prevent perceived 
monopolistic activities arising 
from the so-called closed-loop 
effect of “data-network effect-
financial business”.

Firewalls should be built to 
prevent cross-sector risk con-
tagion, and all financial ser-
vices should run after receiv-
ing licences from regulators, 
including personal credit in-
formation service, he added.

Promoted by large tech-

nology companies, china’s 
mobile payment sector de-
veloped fast, with a mobile 
payment penetration rate of 
86 per cent, according to the 
central bank’s data.

the Pboc will work with the 
nation’s antitrust department 
to curb apparent monopo-
listic behaviours deemed to 
abuse positions of market 
dominance, and deal with 
new monopoly issues, such 
as algorithmic discrimina-
tion, Yi said.

He also pledged to partici-
pate in the development of 
international rules about dig-
ital economy and tighten co-
ordination with the bank for 
International Settlements and 
other countries’ regulators in 
terms of antitrust situations, 
financial regulation and data 
protection, and to safeguard 
a level playing field. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos hopes to develop 
own digital currency

china central bank
chief vows stronger
fintech regulations

Wider wealth gap for young Koreans
tHe wealth gap among young 
South Koreans has widened, 
with data showing that famil-
ial transfer of wealth, not in-
come differences, are aggre-
gating the divide, a lawmaker 
said on october 11.

According to Statistics Korea 
data of two groups of Koreans 
between ages 20 to 30, the up-
per 20 per cent of young Ko-
reans accumulated 35 times 
more wealth than the lower 
20 per cent last year.

the wealth gap increased 
from 776 million won 
($650,000) in 2019 to 846 mil-
lion won in 2020, according to 
Kim Hoe-jae, a member of the 
country’s ruling Democratic 
Party who analysed the data.

the total value of property 
and assets owned by the young 
and wealthy surged by 8.8 per 
cent to 874 million won while 
the lower class only saw a 2.6 
per cent increase to 25 million 
won in the cited period.

compared to Koreans in 
their 30s, those in their 20s 
exhibited a larger wealth 
gap of 320 million won and a 
lower income gap of 31 mil-
lion won.

Kim pointed out that al-
though the level of income 
disparity is not severe among 
the young Koreans, the data 

shows the divide is widening 
between those who have re-
ceived parents’ financial sup-
port and those who have not.

“the data indirectly shows 
that the wealth gap among 
Koreans in their 20s is widen-
ing not because of differences 
in income level but because of 
transfer of wealth,” he said.

”It is time to break the chain 
of an unfair lifecycle where 
the youth stand in different 
starting line according to their 
parents’ wealth … We should 
come up with measures that 

can resolve the social polari-
sation,” Kim said.

the data comes as a scandal 
involving a politician and his 
son over alleged preferential 
treatment has intensified.

Former lawmaker Kwak 
Sang-do’s son has been fac-
ing public outcry over re-
ceiving a massive severance 
package worth five billion 
won from Hwacheon Daeyu, 
an asset company respon-
sible for developing real es-
tate in Gyeonggi province, 
allegedly in exchange for his 

father‘s political influence.
“ordinary people, even 

though they die or become 
disabled due to occupational 
injuries, can’t dream of re-
ceiving five billion won as 
severance,” a person working 
at a tourist agency wrote on 
blind, an anonymous social 
media platform.

“I feel self-loathing for not 
being born into such rich fam-
ily. I haven’t noticed how cor-
rupt the society is until now,” 
another person commented.

Kwak’s son, who said he 
was referred to the company 
by his father, has worked for 
approximately six years as 
an assistant manager in the 
compensation division.

Suspicion rose as Kwak’s son 
had received the equivalent of 
roughly 200 times more from 
the 21 to 22 million won he 
would have been legally en-
titled to in severance pay, ac-
cording to industry sources.

Meanwhile, the National 
tax Service, South Korea’s tax 
agency, has recently launched 
a probe into 446 people in 
their early 30s or younger who 
are suspected to be involved 
in tax evasion by acquiring 
houses, buildings and stocks 
from their parents. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Young Korean visitors use their phones as they sit next to observation 
deck windows that provide 360 degree city views at the top of the YTN 
Seoul Tower, commonly known as the Namsan Tower, in Seoul on 
September 3. AFP

Laos believes a digital currency would assist policymakers in gathering 
data to better understand the economy, including the amount of 
money in circulation at any time, according to reports. VIENTIANE TIMES

Port operator, Pestech book  
decent business performance
May Kunmakara

t
Wo locally-listed firms 
on october 8 reported 
recoveries in business 
performance this year 

thanks to improvements across 
regional and global economies 
as they emerge from the covid-
19 health crisis.

In a financial statement 
filed to the cambodia Securi-
ties exchange (cSX), Phnom 
Penh Autonomous Port 
(PPAP) reported 19 per cent 
and 4.23 per cent increases 
in container throughput, and 
cargo and fuel oil throughput, 
respectively, for the January-
September period.

Similarly, Pestech (cambo-
dia) Plc (PePc) logged 273.628 
billion riel ($67 million) in 
revenue for its 2021 financial 
year – corresponding to the 
period between July 1, 2020 
and June 30, 2021, up by 34.8 
per cent or 70.614 billion riel 
from 203.014 billion riel in the 
equivalent interval a year prior.

“the increase was mainly 
derived from execution of elec-
trical infrastructure projects 
in cambodia and Papua New 
Guinea,” the company said.

operating profit for the year 
came to 31.033 billion riel, 
down by 33.647 billion riel or 
52.0 per cent from 64.680 bil-
lion riel a year earlier, “mainly 
due to higher profit margin 
attributable to completion of 
two major projects” between 
July 2019 and June 2020.

Net profit clocked in at 5.980 
billion riel, down by 23.463 
billion riel or 79.7 per cent 
year-on-year from 29.443 bil-
lion riel. “Higher net profit in 

financial year 2020 was due 
to higher profit margin attrib-
utable to completion of two 
major projects”, PePc said.

In May, ceo Han Fatt Juan 
reported that PePc “inten-
sively performed the work” 
on the okvau Gold Mine in 
Mondulkiri province during 
the quarter ended March 31.

He added that the compa-
ny was actively working on a 
20MW photovoltaic solar farm 
in Svay rieng province’s bavet 
town, with preliminary civil 
work progressing at a steady 
pace, and had placed orders 
in advanced for key materials 
and components that are to be 
delivered in the fourth quarter 
of this year and beyond.

Work on the 130km east 

Siem reap-oddar Meanchey 
transmission line project is 
running smoothly, with a 
number of foundations be-
ing built in select locations, 
he said, adding that transmis-
sion towers and power con-
ductors would be installed 
once materials arrive in the 
coming quarters.

“We are hopeful to continue 
the project-execution activi-
ties amidst this pandemic-in-
surgence period, and strive to 
work with the relevant author-
ities in ensuring a safe work-
ing environment for all our 
team members,” Han said.

He said PePc had also been 
tasked to carry out certain 
portions of the work on the 
second phase of the 230kV 

Phnom Penh city transmis-
sion and Distribution System 
expansion Project, which he 
stressed would be an impor-
tant power infrastructure proj-
ect in the heart of the capital.

the project involved the 
deployment of horizontal 
directional drilling (HDD) 
machines, which minimises 
disruption to vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic, he said.

PePc listed on the cSX 
on August 12, 2020, issuing 
3,945,000 shares, with a par 
value of 400 riel, at an offering 
price of 3,120 riel. Upon com-
pletion of listing, Malaysia-
based Pestech International 
bhd owned 97.74 per cent of 
PePc’s shares, the latter re-
ported.

Two firms reported recoveries in business performance in CSX filings on Friday. HEAN RANgSEY

People’s Bank of China (PBoC) 
governor Yi Gang. AFP
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t
He Lao Ministry of Indus-
try and commerce hopes 
to boost bilateral trade and 
investment with India in the 

years ahead by taking advantage of 
untapped potential and abundant 
resources in different fields.

the country’s position was outlined 
on october 8 by Minister of Industry 
and commerce Dr Khampheng Say-
sompheng while leading the Lao del-
egation that joined a special plenary 
session with ASeAN trade ministers at 
the Indo-ASeAN business Summit and 
expo 2021 through video conference.

the event was organised by the 
confederation of Indian Industry 
(cII) in collaboration with India’s 
foreign and commerce ministries, 
under the theme “building vibrant 
supply chains through deeper trade 
and investment relations”.

Dr Khampheng said Laos has large 
untapped potential that can be ex-
plored by Indian entrepreneurs and 
investors. the country has abundant 
natural resources such as land for ag-
riculture, growing crops and raising 
livestock, he pointed out.

“In terms of laws and regulations 
for foreign investors, we have the 
revised Investment Promotion Law 
and the enterprise Law that facilitate 
investment and enable a friendly 
business environment by providing 
tax incentives and shorter business 
registration processes, as well as at-
tractive investment opportunities in 
the special economic zones.

“However, it is evidenced that bilat-
eral trade and investment between 
the two countries is considerably 
small compared to the trade poten-
tial and there is room for greater im-
provement,” he said.

He noted that India has great po-
tential in the areas of pharmaceuti-
cals and medical equipment indus-
try, machinery, textiles, information 
technology, agriculture and food 
processing.

“So, we can explore this untapped 
potential in areas of mutual interest 
to further broaden and deepen trade 
and investment between ASeAN, in-
cluding Laos, and India,” he said.

Dr Khampheng also said the ad-

verse impacts of the covid-19 crisis 
had resulted in several problems and 
challenges in the region and across 
the globe, such as the downturn in the 
world economy, disruption in the flow 
of goods and services, restrictions on 
cross-border travel and movement of 
people, the negative impact on liveli-
hoods of the people, and the vulner-
ability of supply chains.

“this is a global issue that we all are 
experiencing. therefore, it is neces-
sary for us to work hand in hand to 
find appropriate policies and solu-
tions to address and overcome this 
crisis. one of the areas that we must 
work on is to build vibrant and resil-
ient supply chains through deeper 
trade and investment in the region,” 
he said.

Dr Khampheng made some sugges-

tions for moving towards vibrant sup-
ply chains through deeper trade and 
investment ties in the region, includ-
ing the use of digital and other tech-
nologies for regional supply chains.

In addition, he recommended the 
reduction of trade barriers such as 
non-tariff and technical trade bar-
riers to ensure the constant flow 
of goods and skilled labour across 
countries.

He also suggested that entrepre-
neurs and the private sector should 
fully utilise the ASeAN-India trade in 
Goods Agreement and encourage the 
relevant bodies to finalise the work 
to make the pact more user friendly 
in order to increase bilateral trade.

Dr Khampheng sought further 
collaboration between the private 
sector of ASeAN and India, espe-

cially between micro-, small- and 
medium-sized enterprises (MSMe), 
including steps to promote and sup-
port the private sector in accessing 
markets in ASeAN and India.

the ASeAN-India business council 
can help bring together key private 
sectors of ASeAN and India through 
events such as business matching via 
virtual and physical conferences, he 
suggested.

“It is important to recognise the 
critical role of a rules-based mul-
tilateral trading system in driving 
economic recovery in the post-pan-
demic period and to work together 
for a stronger multilateral trading 
system,” Dr Khampheng added.

ASeAN is one of India’s crucial 
trade partners. India was the seventh 
largest trading partner and the sev-

enth largest source of foreign direct 
investment (FDI) among ASeAN dia-
logue partners in 2020.

According to the website of the In-
dian embassy in Vientiane, the main 
products exported from India to Laos 
are machinery, equipment, pharma-
ceutical products and automobiles. 
In recent years, the export of generic 
medicines and other pharmaceutical 
products has increased.

Laos’ exports to India include bulk 
minerals and ores (such as copper 
and gold) and wood products such 
as veneer and plywood. there are 
currently 51 Indian companies reg-
istered in Laos with an investment 
capital of $48 million. Most of these 
companies are based in the capital 
Vientiane. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NET-

WORK

efforts ongoing to commercialise ‘flying cars’ by 2025
“FLYING cars” are expected to 
be used as a means of transpor-
tation to the site of the osaka-
Kansai Japan expo 2025.

Yet many problems remain to 
be solved before the technol-
ogy can come to a street – or a 
sky – near you. It is not yet clear 
when these futuristic vehicles 
will be integrated into everyday 
infrastructure.

In Japan, the osaka prefec-
tural and city governments 
signed a partnership agreement 
with SkyDrive Inc, a tokyo-
based start-up company, with 
a view to realising the operation 

of flying cars at the expo.
the company, established in 

2018 by former employees of 
toyota Motor corp, aims to 
launch a flying car operation 
business by 2025. It plans for 
the expo to be the stage for its 
unveiling.

In May this year, the central 
government decided to set up 
a working group to examine 
safety standards and other 
issues related to flying the cars 
at the expo.

According to the plan, a 
take-off and landing site will 
be set up in the tempozan area 

in Minato ward, osaka, about 
5km from the expo venue at 
Yumeshima, also in osaka, 
and a two-seater flying car is 
to shuttle between the two 
locations.

SkyDrive president tomohiro 
Fukuzawa told a press confer-
ence: “We would like to open 
the world of flying cars with the 
expo as a starting point.”

the company was to start a 
demonstration test in the osa-
ka bay area this month. For the 
time being, the company will 
not carry people on the flying 
car. the firm will instead fly a 
large drone to check the flight 
conditions and battery con-
sumption.

German company Volocop-
ter GmbH, which is planning a 
flying taxi business, has also 
proposed to fly at the expo 
2025.

At a government meeting 
held in May, Volocopter pre-
sented a concept under which 
it would cover the 30km from 
Kansai Airport to Yumeshima 
in about 21 minutes by flying 
car, and the 15km from Kobe 
Airport in about 11 minutes.

A wide variety of flying cars 

have appeared in science fic-
tion as symbols of futuristic 
worlds – from the speeder bikes 
of “Star Wars” to the spinners 
of “blade runner”.

the Ministry of Land, Infra-
structure, transport and tour-
ism envisions an aircraft that 
combines electric power, auton-
omous operation, and vertical 
take-off and landing abilities.

the most common type cur-
rently under development is a 
larger version of the now famil-
iar drones that use electric pro-
pellers to hover.

As they have fewer parts than 
helicopters, maintenance costs 
are lower. Autonomous opera-
tion using artificial intelligence 
(AI) and sensors also eliminates 
the need for a pilot.

they are also less noisy and 
can take off and land at even 
more locations than helicop-
ters.

Flying cars are expected to be 
used for various purposes such 
as transporting disaster victims 
and doctors, as well as for lei-
sure activities.

According to SkyDrive, about 
400 development projects are 
underway around the world.

Morgan Stanley of the US 
estimates that the global mar-
ket for flying cars will be worth 
about $1.5 trillion by 2040.

there will be various chal-
lenges for flying cars to move 
about in a space without lanes 
and signals, unlike roads.

Seeking to lead the interna-
tional competition to develop 
flying cars, the government 
established a public-private 
council of business operators 
and experts in 2018 to discuss 
legal and technical issues.

Flying cars are expected to be 
treated as airplanes, helicop-
ters and other aircraft under 
the civil Aeronautics Law.

Aircraft are not allowed to fly 
below the minimum safe alti-
tude set by ministry ordinance. 
Presently, this means 300m 
above the highest buildings in 
urban areas and 150m above 
water.

Flying car manufacturers are 
calling for a review of the rules 
to allow short flights at lower 
altitudes.

Aircraft are required to meet 
strict safety standards, such as 
annual inspections for airwor-
thiness that check the strength 

and performance of the air-
craft to prevent accidents.

there will be more discus-
sions on how to apply such 
safety measures to flying cars.

A mechanism to avoid colli-
sions with other flying objects 
such as helicopters and drones 
is also essential. the govern-
ment is considering the devel-
opment of control technology 
to manage flight operations in 
a unified manner.

there are many technical 
challenges to flying freely in 
the sky, so, for the time being, 
flying cars are likely to follow 
fixed routes over unpopulated 
areas or water.

to prepare for unforeseen 
circumstances, the govern-
ment is considering the pos-
sibility of requiring a pilot on 
board instead of using a fully 
automated vehicle at the 
expo.

“the expo is a great opportu-
nity to demonstrate the con-
venience of flying cars. We want 
to make it a reality after ensur-
ing safety and stimulating 
social demand,” a government 
official said. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos to boost bilateral India trade, investment

Commerce minister Khampheng Saysompheng (second left) leads the Lao delegation to attend a virtual special plenary session with ASEAN trade ministers at the Indo-ASEAN 
Business Summit and Expo 2021 on Friday. VIENTIANE TIMES

SkyDrive Inc, a Toyota-backed start-up, conducts a public, manned test 
flight of one its ‘flying cars’, the SD-03. SKYDRIVE INC
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LAteD Sydneysiders defied 
grey skies and rain to cele-
brate the lifting of almost four 
months of lockdown on oc-

tober 11, hoping to put behind them a 
period of “blood, sweat and no beers” 
in Australia’s largest city.

Sydney’s more than five million 
residents have been subjected to a 
106-day lockdown, designed to limit 
the march of the highly transmissible 
Delta variant.

With new infections now falling – 
New South Wales state recorded 479 
cases on october 11 – and more than 
70 per cent of over-16s double vac-
cinated, Sydney was dusting off the 
cobwebs.

cafes and restaurants threw open 
their doors to anyone who could prove 
they were vaccinated while shaggy 
haired customers lined up outside 
hairdressers to get their home cuts and 
hair dyes repaired.

“It’s a great vibe this morning,” said 
Hannah Simmons, owner of Gordon´s 
cafe in the beachside suburb of clo-
velly who survived the lockdown hit 
to her business by offering takeaways 
including dinners.

“the outside seating will be a little 
bit dreary but that´s ok. We are re-
ally excited to be back there and open. 
that´s great.”

outside the cafe, builder Nick James 
said getting work had been “up and 
down” in the construction business 
during the lockdown. “It would be nic-
er if it was a bit more sunny but what 
can you do,” he said.

For many, the end of lockdown was 
a chance to get into the shops. At mid-
night, hundreds of people poured into 
a discount Kmart store in the western 
Sydney suburb of Mount Druitt, with 
social media images showing long 
queues forming inside.

Since June, shops, schools, salons 
and offices have been closed for non-
essential workers and there have been 
unprecedented restrictions on per-
sonal freedom.

there were bans on everything 
from travelling more than 5km from 
home, visiting family, playing squash, 
browsing in supermarkets to attend-
ing funerals.

“Very few countries have taken as 
stringent or extreme an approach to 
managing covid as Australia,” tim 
Soutphommasane, an academic and 
former Australian race discrimination 
commissioner, told AFP.

there will still be limits on mass 
gatherings and international borders 
and schools will not fully reopen for a 
few weeks yet.

but otherwise daily life will look 
more like normal.

For most of the pandemic, Austra-
lia successfully suppressed infections 
through border closures, lockdowns 

and aggressive testing and tracing.
but the Delta variant put paid to any 

dream of “covid-zero”, at least in the 
largest cities of Melbourne and Syd-
ney which are now pivoting to “living 
with covid”.

“It’s a big day for our state,” said New 
South Wales’ recently appointed con-
servative premier Dominic Perrottet.

After “100 days of blood, sweat and 
no beers”, he said, “you’ve earned it”.

but despite the celebratory mood, 
there are lingering concerns about 
what reopening will bring.

“there´s obviously a lot of excite-
ment but it certainly has to be tem-
pered by making sure we continue to 
look out for each other,” Perrottet told 
national broadcaster Abc. “that´s 
been our success in the past. every-

body making enormous efforts to get 
vaccinated.”

there are also fears that reopening 
will inevitably bring a rash of new in-
fections.

the Australian Medical Association 
(AMA) last week pilloried Perrottet 
when he appeared to shift the focus 
away from health and onto the eco-
nomic recovery.

“the AMA supports gradual open-
ing up of the economy and the loos-
ening of restrictions, but it is critical 
to observe the impact of each step on 
transmission and case numbers,” the 
doctors’ body said.

“otherwise New South Wales may 
still see hospitals become completely 
overwhelmed despite high vaccina-
tion rates.” AFP

India claims to have ample coal stocks for power sector

bangladesh arrests 16 rohingya in anti-militant drive

INDIA has ample coal stocks to meet 
the demand of its power plants, the 
government said on october 10, 
seeking to allay fears of imminent 
blackouts in New Delhi and other 
cities.

the current fuel stock at coal-pow-
ered plants is about 7.2 million 
tonnes, sufficient for four days, the 
ministry of coal said.

Government-owned mining giant 

coal India also has a stock of more 
than 40 million tonnes which is being 
supplied to power stations.

“Any fear of disruption in power 
supply is entirely misplaced,” the 
ministry said in a statement.

the clarification came a day after 
Delhi chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
warned of a looming power crisis in 
the megacity which is home to over 
20 million people.

Several regions across India have 
been hit by supply shortages in recent 
months, with utility providers resort-
ing to unscheduled power cuts.

India’s coal-fired power stations 
had an average of four days’ stock at 
the end of last month, the lowest in 
years.

the shortage in India, the world’s 
second-largest coal-consuming 
country, follows widespread power 

outages in china that have shut fac-
tories and hit production and global 
supply chains.

coal accounts for nearly 70 per cent 
of India’s electricity generation and 
around three-quarters of the fossil 
fuel is mined domestically.

As Asia’s third-largest economy 
rebounds following a coronavirus 
wave, heavy monsoon rains have 
flooded coal mines and disrupted 

transport networks, leading to a 
sharp rise in prices for coal buyers, 
including power stations.

International coal prices have also 
soared.

the ministry however sounded 
upbeat on october 10, saying that 
despite heavy monsoons and a steep 
hike in power demand, “domestic 
supplies have supported power gen-
eration in a major way”. AFP

bANGLADeSH police arrested 
at least 16 rohingya refugees 
in a series of raids on camps in 
Dhaka after the murder of a 
top rohingya community 
leader on September 29, offi-
cials said on october 10.

rights advocate Mohib Ullah 
was gunned down by unidenti-
fied assailants outside his office 
at Kutupalong, the world’s larg-
est refugee settlement in bang-
ladesh’s southeast.

His family and fellow com-
munity leaders have blamed 
the Arakan rohingya Salvation 
Army (Arsa) – a militant outfit 
behind a series of attacks on 
Myanmar security posts – say-
ing Mohib Ullah’s growing 
popularity had enraged the 
group. Arsa has denied any 
involvement in the murder.

the 48-year-old had become 
one the most respected mod-
erate voices advocating for 

rohingya refugees after near-
ly 800,000 people fled Myan-
mar for bangladesh’s cox’s 
bazar district following mili-
tary crackdowns on their vil-
lages in 2017.

“We have arrested 16 people 
in the past three days as part 
of a special drive we have 
launched after the murder of 
Mohib Ullah,” said Naimul 
Huq, the police official in 
charge of the raids.

but Huq added that those 
arrested were not “involved in 
the murder of Mohib Ullah” 
and Arsa does not operate in 
the camps.

the arrests signal a wider 
law enforcement crackdown 
on the camps, coming a week 
after five others were appre-
hended in connection with the 
murder and local media 
reported that one of the men 
had confessed.

rohingya community lead-
ers and rights activists have 
repeatedly said members of 
the militant outfit are active in 
the refugee settlement and 
Mohib Ullah’s family had told 
AFP last week that they were 
afraid of leaving their homes.

“Arsa has created a reign of 
terror in the camps,” a senior 
leader of the slain leader’s 
rights group told AFP, asking 
to remain unnamed. “Since 

Mohib Ullah’s murder, I haven’t 
been able to go to my home. 
I’ve been hiding since the mur-
der. Arsa members are follow-
ing us and threatening us. I am 
helpless.”

Another community leader 
said: “Arsa militants tried to 
kidnap one of my relatives 
and the son of one of our 
members. Now we are all 
scared of our life. they want 
to kill me”. AFP

US oFFIcIALS have met with 
senior taliban representatives in 
Qatar to discuss security and 
human rights in Afghanistan, the 
Department of State said on 
october 10.

A US interagency delegation 
flew to the capital Doha on octo-
ber 9-10 for talks “focused on 
security and terrorism concerns 
and safe passage for US citizens, 
other foreign nationals and our 
Afghan partners”, according to 
department spokesman Ned 
Price.

other areas of focus were 
“human rights, including the 
meaningful participation of 
women and girls in all aspects of 
Afghan society”, Price said in a 
statement.

the two sides also discussed 
the US’ “provision of robust 
humanitarian assistance, direct-
ly to the Afghan people”.

According to the department, 
the discussions were “candid 
and professional” and US offi-
cials reiterated that “the taliban 
will be judged on its actions, not 
only its words”.

the taliban are seeking inter-
national recognition, as well as 
assistance to avoid a humanitar-
ian disaster, after they returned 
to power in August following the 
withdrawal of US troops follow-
ing 20 years of war. AFP

Sydney opens after 106-day lockdown

A security guard looks on in front of the Sydney Opera House ahead of the lifting of the lockdown. AFP

US officials,
taliban in
Qatar talks

Taliban fighters working as a police 
force stand guard at the entrance 
gate of a police district in Afghan 
capital Kabul on October 3. AFP
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M
ore than half 
of Vietnamese 
companies in 
i n f o r m a t i o n 

technology (It), finance- and 
banking-insurance and im-
port-export have not laid off 
employees or cut salaries or 
benefits during the prolonged 
pandemic, according to a re-
port by recruitment company 
VietnamWorks.

According to the report, 
when the outbreak is con-
trolled, 50 per cent of enter-
prises plan to recruit new and 
inexperienced employees 
since they still need to meet 
overheads after many months 
without any business.

but with society and the 
economy gradually entering 
a “new normal”, workers too 
are likely to have new require-
ments, the report warned.

they might not only look for 
attractive salaries or benefits 
but also consider the working 
mode and operating model 
of the employer, and so busi-
nesses need to come up with 
new strategies to attract tal-
ent, it said.

“covid-19 and the Labour 
Market in 2021: Situations 
and Solutions” collected data 
from 400 enterprises and 1200 
job seekers in August, which 
showed 49.9 per cent either 
sacked workers or cut wages.

Some 11.6 per cent contin-
ued to hire.

but three per cent stopped 

operating temporarily, 7.3 per 
cent laid off employees but 
did not cut salaries or ben-
efits and 9.4 per cent chose 
to both lay off employees and 
cut salaries.

businesses in the food, hotel, 
tourism, education, construc-
tion, and architecture sectors 
were severely affected, leading 
to a high number of lay-offs 
and huge cut in salaries and 
benefits.

employees in the adminis-
tration/secretarial, sales and 
customer service departments 
were the first to be sacked.

According to the Youth em-
ployment Service centre of Ho 
chi Minh city (HcMc), many 
companies in commercial 
services, delivery, accounting, 
banking, and It need a large 
number of workers now.

the centre is carrying out 
a programme to help un-
employed workers find jobs, 
rent cheap rooms and get free 
covid tests.

It is also working with au-
thorities in Ninh thuan, Soc 
trang, Dong thap, ben tre, 
and binh Duong provinces to 
help people there find jobs in 
HcMc.

the employment Service 
centre under the city Depart-
ment of Labour, Invalids and 
Social Affairs is cooperating 
with labour agencies in dis-
tricts to organise online job 
fairs to bring enterprises and 
workers together.

A report by the HcMc cen-
tre for Forecasting Manpower 
Needs and Labour Market 
Information shows city busi-
nesses will need 44,000-

57,000 workers in the year’s 
last quarter.

the centre said this is the 
time when businesses increase 
production to meet the surg-

ing demand during the Lunar 
New Year (tet) holidays in the 
early part of the new year.

It added that demand for 
labour is high in trade-com-

merce, It, customer care, 
tourism, hotels and restau-
rants, electricity, food, and 
construction. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

M’sia eases travel curbs as coronavirus outbreak slows

Indonesia gov’t appeals Jakarta air pollution verdict

MALAYSIA eased domestic and 
international travel curbs on 
october 10 for those fully vac-
cinated against the coronavi-
rus, as a fierce outbreak slows 
and inoculation rates rise.

the nation had faced its 
worst covid-19 wave in recent 
months, prompting authorities 
to impose a tough nationwide 
lockdown.

but with case numbers falling 
and the inoculation rollout pick-
ing up speed, authorities began 
lifting curbs, with businesses 
allowed to reopen and workers 
slowly returning to offices.

In a televised address on 
october 10, Prime Minister 
Ismail Sabri Yaakob announced 
fully inoculated people can 
move freely within the country, 

as well as fly overseas without 
special permission.

“According to the ministry of 
health, the vaccination rate for 
the adult population … has 
reached 90 per cent,” he said to 
explain the move that took 
effect on october 11.

but Ismail Sabri warned peo-
ple to continue abiding by rules 
such as mask-wearing to keep 

the virus in check.
“Do not be complacent … 

this is important in the govern-
ment’s efforts to reopen the 
economy,” he said.

Malaysians had been prohib-
ited from travelling between 
the country’s different states 
since January, apart from in 
exceptional circumstances.

overseas travel had only 

been allowed for those who got 
special permission by applying 
through an official system.

While this requirement is 
being dropped, returning trav-
ellers will still need to undergo 
quarantine.

Malaysia largely avoided a 
first wave of the virus at the 
start of the pandemic last year 
after imposing restrictions and 

closing its borders.
It was hit hard this year by the 

Delta variant, and was logging 
over 20,000 cases a day and 
hundreds of deaths in August.

but after one of Southeast 
Asia’s fastest vaccine rollouts, 
infection rates have slowed.

the country of 32 million has 
recorded over 2.3 million cases 
and 27,000 deaths. AFP

tHe Indonesian government has filed 
an appeal against a recent central 
Jakarta District court ruling that 
found President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo 
and other top government officials 
guilty of negligence for failing to tack-
le Jakarta’s chronic air pollution.

environment ministry expert staffer 
Ilyas Asaad said the president, the 
environment, home, and health min-

istries had filed the appeal with the 
Jakarta High court on September 29.

“An appeal is just an ordinary 
mechanism [to be used] if we have 
something that we object to [in a 
ruling],” Ilyas told the Jakarta Post 
last week.

He said the government’s decision 
to appeal the ruling was driven by the 
failure of the judges to take into 

account a new regulation pertaining 
to air quality, namely Government 
regulation (PP) No 22/2021.

the PP, a derivative regulation of 
the Job creation Law, updates provi-
sions in PP No 41/1999 on air pollu-
tion control.

the new regulation, issued on Feb-
ruary 2, requires governors, mayors 
and regents to commission studies 
analysing the causes of air pollution 
in the regions they lead, among oth-
er provisions. the data from the stud-
ies is to be handed over to the central 
government to allow it to formulate 
a nationwide air pollution control 
policy.

State Secretariat expert staffer Faldo 
Maldini noted that the government 
remained committed to improving air 
quality, regardless of the ruling and 
the results of the ensuing appeal.

In contrast to the central govern-
ment’s response, hours after the ver-
dict was read on September 16, 
Jakarta governor Anies baswedan 
said the city administration would 
not appeal the ruling.

the central Jakarta District court 
ruled in partial favour of 32 residents 

of Greater Jakarta grouped under the 
capital city coalition, which in 2019 
sued the president, the environment, 
health and home ministers, as well as 
the governors of Jakarta, banten and 
West Java, for failing to improve air 
quality in the capital city.

In the ruling, the court said the 
officials had broken the law. It 
ordered them to tighten the city’s air 
quality regulations and to ensure 
that the Jakarta administration’s 
efforts to tackle air pollution were 
supervised. the judges, however, 
declined to rule that the actions of 
the officials had constituted a viola-
tion of human rights as the petition-
ers had demanded.

the plaintiffs said in a recent state-
ment that they had decided to accept 
the verdict, even though some of their 
demands had not been fully met.

Ayu eza tiara, a lawyer for the plain-
tiffs, said the coalition was disap-
pointed that the central government 
had decided to appeal the ruling.

“We were hoping that the govern-
ment would actually do what the 
verdict told them to do,” Ayu told the 
Jakarta Post.

She added that although appealing 
to a higher court was a common legal 
procedure, doing so would likely 
lengthen the time that Jakarta’s citi-
zens would have to deal with unhealthy 
air as the appeal could affect the Jakar-
ta administration’s policies to improve 
air quality.

“We hope that the central govern-
ment withdraws its appeal or at least 
immediately starts to clean up the air 
without waiting for the final verdict,” 
Ayu said.

Jakarta’s severe air pollution stems 
mostly from vehicle emissions, facto-
ries and coal-fired power plants.

In a recent report by the c40 cities 
network, Jakarta was in the top three 
of 61 cities observed worldwide for 
premature deaths related to air pol-
lution from coal-fired power plants. 
In 2019, more than 1,500 deaths in 
the city were attributed to the burn-
ing of coal.

that figure is expected to double to 
more than 3,000 fatalities by 2030, by 
which time a number of new coal-
fired power plants are expected to be 
operational. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

50% of VN firms keep staff paid amid covid

The East Asia University of Technology in Vietnamese capital Hanoi. The information technology (IT) industry has had the highest demand for workers 
during Covid. EAST ASIA UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

Smog covers the Jakarta skyline on August 9, 2019. ANTARA



A 
FEAR of energy 
inflation is sweeping 
the world. Prices 
have jumped not 

only for oil and natural gas, 
but also for coal, fanning 
inflation worries. To make 
matters worse, the global 
economy is showing signs of 
faltering. Negative factors 
caused by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, such as disruptions in 
transportation and logistics 
services, energy crises and 
growth slowdowns, are hap-
pening simultaneously.

The US West Texas Inter-
mediate for November deliv-
ery rose to $78.93 a barrel on 
the New York Mercantile 
Exchange last Tuesday. Dur-
ing the session it surged to as 
high as $79.48, the most in 
nearly seven years. Brent 
futures climbed to a three-
year high, settling at $82.56. 
The oil price surges came 
after the OPEC Plus group of 
producers decided to main-
tain its planned output 
increase that it had cut last 
year. Some economists 
expect the global energy 
crunch to propel oil prices 
above $100 a barrel this win-
ter, their highest since 2014.

To top it all, prices for other 
raw materials have soared, 
too. The Bloomberg Commod-
ity Spot Index, which tracks 23 
energy, metals and crop 
futures contracts, rose 1.1 per 
cent last Monday, topping a 
2011 record. Natural gas con-
tracts hit new highs in Europe. 
Futures contracts jumped to a 
12-year high in New York. 
Futures for coal soared to fresh 
record highs this month.

Soaring international prices 
for energy and raw materials 
have great influence upon 
consumer prices. South 
Korea’s consumer prices rose 
2.5 per cent in September 
from a year earlier, according 
to Statistics Korea last Tuesday. 
Inflation stayed over two per 
cent on-year for a sixth 
straight month. Prices are 
expected to rise further in the 
fourth quarter when the elec-
tricity rate is scheduled to be 
raised.

High prices are being 
accepted as an established 
fact. The Bank of Korea raised 
its 2021 inflation outlook to 2.1 
per cent from its earlier esti-
mate of 1.8 per cent. US Feder-
al Reserve Chair Jerome Powell 
said a bout of high US inflation 
could be prolonged into early 
next year. Now a few econo-
mists are talking about stagfla-
tion, a period when sputtering 
economic growth coincides 
with rising inflation.

If growth is solid, slight infla-
tion will be inevitable. But the 
current situation is fraught 
with unprecedented uncer-
tainties stemming from the 
Covid-19 pandemic. South 
Korea’s industrial output, retail 
sales and facility investment 
all decreased in August. It is 
the first time in three months 
that all three indices repre-
senting production, consump-

tion and investment fell at the 
same time. 

Triggered by the energy cri-
sis, economic indices point 
to stagflation. The best solu-
tion is to propel growth 
through innovation and pro-
ductivity improvement, but 
skyrocketing property prices 
and the ascent of interna-
tional prices for energy and 

raw materials are in the way.
The mounting household 

debt, fuelled by excessive 
liquidity pumped into the 
market due to Covid-19 and 
stimulated by soaring home 
prices, is one of the big obsta-

cles. In a bid to prevent a bub-
ble from forming, financial 
authorities are tightening 
household loans. The central 
bank raised the benchmark 
interest rate in August in 
response to snowballing debt 
and surging prices. Debt is 
not a problem only for house-
holds. Public-sector debt is 
snowballing, too.

Particularly, China, South 
Korea’s main trading partner, 
is a country to watch. Power 
shortages in China – the 
“world’s factory” – are threat-
ening to knock down the glo-
bal ecosystem of supply 

chains. If production in China 
suffers a serious blow from 
price hikes for energy and raw 
materials, significant damage 
to South Korea’s trade will be 
inevitable. Disruptions in 
transportation and logistics 
industries are already afflict-
ing South Korea’s exports. 
Hyundai Motor and its affili-
ate Kia are seeing their over-
seas sales falter due to the 
dearth of chips.

Government and business-
es must put their heads 
together to repel fear of infla-
tion looming over South 
Korea and overcome the eco-
nomic impact of the pan-
demic. A thorough response 
to the unprecedented crisis is 
required. Above all, they 
must prevent the worst sce-
nario where inflation turns 
into stagflation. THE KOREA  

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Opinion
Editorial

Spectre of energy inflation amid 
Covid, faltering global economy

Pedestrians walk past a gas station in Paris on October 2, 2021, as the price of oil increased in all Europe. Some economists expect the global 
energy crunch to propel oil prices above $100 a barrel this winter, their highest since 2014. Afp

Power shortages in china – the 
‘world’s factory’ – are threatening 

to knock down the global 
ecosystem of supply chains
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Roth Sochieata

t
he covid-19 pandemic has 
forced a lot of changes to 
people’s lifestyles and wheth-
er they are working, study-

ing, celebrating or just talking one of 
the biggest changes for everyone has 
been the increase in virtual gather-
ings via video conferencing services in 
place of holding in-person meet-ups.

Particularly for matters related 
to work or business the number of 
group chats everyone is involved 
with has proliferated to an extraor-
dinary degree out of simple necessity 
whenever multiple people are col-
laborating on a project together.

to add to the confusion, several 
different video conferencing and 
work-collaboration tools currently 
have significant market-share and 
this sometimes leads to disorganised 
group efforts and added difficulties 
in completing essential work.

enter local software development 
firm bloo with their online project 
management system designed to 
make teamwork simple, efficient 
and enjoyable. It had the lucky tim-
ing to launch in 2019 – just one year 
prior to the onset of the pandemic. 

bloo is now working on a social 
project called bloo4Good that will 
provide 5,000 free software licences 
with an annual value of $2.5 million 
to various NGos, non-profits, chari-
ties, schools and open-source soft-
ware projects.

“Part of our vision is to ‘make the 
world better together’ so bloo4Good 
was founded with a mission to help 
organisations that do good things 
for society. We’ve included open-
source software projects as part of 
that because we leveraged open-
source software to build bloo,” bloo 
marketing representative Serahphin 
chan told The Post.

chan says the company is keen 
on supporting organisations and 
individuals that make the world a 
better place with the hope that the 
free licences to use bloo’s services 
will help them work together more 
effectively and achieve even greater 
positive gains.

“the idea behind this project is to 
give back to the community and to 
organisations that are helping the 
less fortunate. For example, teachers 
or professors can benefit from bloo 
by doing things like delegating tasks, 
setting their schedules and storing 

shared resources,” chan says.
bloo was founded in 2018 by 

Italian-british software developer 
emanuele “Manny” Faja who also 
currently serves as a managing part-
ner at the design agency Mad. Dong 
truong – the former chief technology 
officer for Vietnamese steel company 
ton Nam Kim – joined bloo early on 
and became an owner/investor.

“bloo was born on a trip to the US 
that our founder, Manny, took in July 
2017 and partly in response to the 
challenges he faced while running 
[his design agency]. he had tried 
many different project management 
tools at that point and he found that 
most of them were difficult to use 
and also super-expensive – especial-
ly if you were using multiple tools – 
and not only was it a monetary cost 
but also a cost to productivity. So he 
pitched his idea for a better solution 
while on that trip and got his first in-
vestor,” chan says.

In just a few short years bloo’s suite 
of services has met with consider-
able success by providing project 
management tools to create a faster 
and more efficient workflow for over 
1,500 organisations located across 
over 120 countries.

bloo is available in multiple lan-
guages including english, Khmer, 
Vietnamese, French, Spanish, Kore-
an, Italian, German and Indonesian. 
Additional language options are al-
ready in the works.

chan says that the pandemic no 
doubt provided some boost to bloo’s 
start as a business, but she feels that 
the project’s real strength is its flex-
ibility, which allows it to facilitate 
communication and collaboration 
to boost remote-work productivity in 
every industry or organisation imag-
inable.

bloo is a fully-featured service 
with calendar and schedule man-
agement, activity feeds, notifica-
tions and the ability to automate 
just about anything. Users create 
their projects and then add their 
team members and everything is 
ready to go, chan says.

“the main difference between bloo 
and other similar apps is that bloo is 
much easier to use. We’ve put a huge 
amount of focus on creating a pain-
free user experience from day one 
so that anyone can use bloo without 
having any special training or even 
running a tutorial video,” she says.

chan also notes that bloo’s low 
price point, which compares fa-
vourably to that of similar services 
such as trello, basecamp, Asana and 
click-up – is due partly because bloo 
only charges per company or organi-
sation rather than per user.

currently, bloo charges regular 
customers $50 per month or $500 
per year for complete access to their 
services with an unlimited number 
of users, separate projects and file 
storage.

chan says that if you’re an or-
ganisation or business that is doing 
something interesting and innova-
tive that you think bloo might appre-
ciate – even if it’s for-profit – you can 
email them and request a discount 
on the licence fee with a pretty solid 
chance of getting a deal.

“We don’t believe that software 
should be hugely expensive for small 
companies. bloo replaces a lot of 
other tools that together can add 
up to costs of $500+ per month for 
a team of 15 or 20 people to use. We 
think that’s crazy money to spend 
each month so we work hard to stay 
efficient and keep our running costs 
low so we can ensure the best price 
for you,” she says.

All it takes to get started using bloo 
is an email address and you’ll be up 
and running with their 14-day free 
trial in no time flat. the trial provides 
full access to all of bloo’s services so 
customers can make an informed 
decision after the two weeks are up 
as chan says that the team at bloo 
are confident they’ll convert those 
free trials to paid subscribers more 
often than not just by showing them 
what bloo can do.

Since the company announced 
their bloo4Good initiative, applica-
tions have come in from all over the 
world.

one user offered up high-praise for 
the effort, calling the programme a 
“noble achievement” and offering his 

commendations. Many more have 
left positive comments and feedback 
through bloo’s website in testimony 
to the big boost at work bloo is giv-
ing them.

“bloo exceeds our expectations 
to the point where our organisation 
migrated from click-up fully over to 
bloo after doing the free trial and it’s 
the best decision we’ve ever made,” 
enthused one user, while another 
wrote “I tried so many different apps 
and bloo is the only one that can do 
everything I need without confusing 
the heck out of my clients.”

bloo4Good is currently accepting 
applications for free lifetime licences 
but they can only afford to give these 
first 5,000 away for now until they 
grow further as a company, so chan 
encourages any interested organisa-
tion to apply right away.

“If you are an NGo, non-profit, 
charity or educational institution 
and you are looking to get the free li-
cence for bloo, there are only a cou-
ple of steps to get started. First, cre-
ate an account on bloo.io and then 
submit your application online. the 
bloo team will review it and within 
24-48 hours – pending any neces-
sary clarifications or detail confir-
mation – you will then receive a 100 
per cent free lifetime licence from 
us,” chan concludes.

For more information and to apply 
for a free licence or sign-up for their 
free trial go to:  https://www.bloo.io.

Free project tools platform for NGos 

Bloo was founded by Cambodia-based Italian-British software developer Emanuele 
‘Manny’ Faja in 2018. SUPPLIED

Bloo’s team is ready to answer emails from users about their free trial or Bloo4Good’s 
free lifetime licence for NGOs and other information. SUPPLIED

Bloo’s project management platform was developed in Cambodia and over 1,500 organisations across 120-plus 
countries use the service to manage their workflow faster and more efficiently. SUPPLIED

Bloo’s templates allow many different business or project types to  quickly setup the service to remotely 
work, communicate and collaborate in ways that boost their team productivity. SUPPLIED
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S
imple, sweet, and fiction-
ally fatal: the stallholder 
who makes the traditional 
South Korean children’s 

treat featured in the global cultural 
phenomenon Squid Game – and 
once associated with post-war pov-
erty – has hit a real-life jackpot.

the Netflix smash hit series 
features a group of South Korea’s 
most marginalised and deeply in 
debt, who compete in children’s 
games for the chance of 45.6 bil-
lion won ($38 million), with lethal 
consequences.

in one particular challenge, the 
contestants try to cut out shapes 
including a star and an umbrella 
from a crisp sugar candy called a 
dalgona, without it cracking – and 
those who fail are killed.

the life-or-death game was in-
spired by director Hwang Dong-
hyuk’s experience growing up in 
Seoul in the 1970s: but then, the 
prize for a child who successfully 
removed the shape was another 
free dalgona.

Hwang was always determined to 
win an extra treat and remembers 
employing multiple tactics in his ef-
forts, including licking the candy to 
loosen the shape and using a needle 
heated over briquettes – techniques 
repeated in the show’s nail-biting 
dalgona challenge scene.

“i would make the dalgona maker 
extremely perplexed by succeeding 
on the most difficult shape of um-
brella,” the director recently said in 
a Youtube video.  

but the candy was a difficult 
prop to manage on set as it soft-
ens easily, especially during South 
Korea’s humid rainy season, so 
Hwang and artistic director chae 
Kyung-sun hired “dalgona ex-
perts” to have the candy freshly 
made on location.

those specialists were lim 
chang-joo and his wife Jung Jung-
soon, who produced between 300 
and 400 dalgonas over three days of 
filming. 

Now, their humble roadside stall 
in Seoul’s theatre district – little 
more than an umbrella, an awning 
and their equipment – is one of the 
hottest spots in the South Korean 
capital.

orders for the 2,000-won (about 
$1.70) sweets start piling up as 
soon as it opens, and before long, 

customers face six-hour waits, with 
some giving up and leaving empty-
handed.

in about 90 seconds, lim melts an 
individual portion of sugar above 
a burner, before adding baking 
soda, flattening it into a circle, and 
punching it with the customer’s 
preferred shape.

He offers a wider range of choic-
es than the four forms in the show 
– and has a newly added “N” for 
Netflix.

“i never imagined it would be-
come this popular,” lim said of the 
series, adding that his life has now 
become “super hectic”.

“of course, i’m happy because my 
business is doing well and how dal-
gona has become famous in other 
countries. 

“i hope they make and eat their 
own dalgonas,” he added.

Financial crisis
Historians say dalgona first 

emerged in the 1960s when the 
South was still assailed by post-war 
poverty while desserts – such as 
ice cream or chocolates – were not 
widely available and prohibitively 
expensive.

Very sweet, with hints of nuts and 
bitterness, the candy was hugely 
popular, with many vendors setting 
up their stalls near schools.

lim and Jung started their dal-
gona operation with 30,000 won af-
ter closing their tailoring business 
of 20 years around the time of the 
1997 Asian financial crisis.

the sweet endured through-
out the South’s rise to become the 
world’s 12th-largest economy, fol-
lowing decades of rapid economic 
growth during the authoritarian 
rule of the post-war period.

And Squid Game is the latest 
manifestation of the ever-widening 
influence of the country’s popular 
culture, epitomised by K-pop sen-
sation btS and the oscar-winning 
movie Parasite.

“South Korea has always been at 
the nexus of the modern and pre-
modern, Western tools and east-
ern ways, and preserving the past 
while sacrificing everything for the 
future,” said michael Hurt, who 
teaches cultural theory at the Korea 
National University of Arts.

“Dalgona is a nexus item in a nex-
us culture.” AFP

michelangelo’s David not censored at expo, officials say
StANDiNg tall in italy’s pavilion at expo 
2020 Dubai is an exact replica of 
michelangelo’s statue of David, but most 
visitors will see just the head. For the rest 
of the naked body, they’ll have to lean in 
and peek.

the 5.2m statue, created using 3D print-
ers, is partially visible from two floors in 
the pavilion, with the head and torso 
appearing on the top level and the genita-
lia, buttocks and legs on the bottom.

the public are welcome to visit the 
upper level, where they can clearly see the 
head and shoulders, while the lower level 
is reserved for Vips, dignitaries and insti-
tutional visitors who can view David’s 
lower portions.

the way the statue has been displayed 
has been criticised by some italian media, 
who said it was a form of censorship in 
the muslim United Arab emirates that is 
hosting the world fair.

considered one of the more open-mind-
ed gulf nations, the UAe late last year 
revamped an array of laws in a social lib-
eralisation drive designed to burnish its 
progressive brand.

organisers have denied any censorship 
of David, saying that the display “was func-
tional to allow visitors looking at the statue 
from the first floor of the pavilion to see 
the David at eye-level”.

in a statement, artistic director Davide 
rampello said it was a different and “more 
introspective perspective” than is available 
of the original renaissance masterpiece at 
the galleria dell’Accademia in Florence.

it said that the “proof that no censorship 
has been imposed” lies in the fact that UAe 
dignitaries took part in the unveiling of the 
full statue in April.

organisers also said there were daily 
meetings on the lower floor involving 
high-level personalities who “are free to 

observe . . . the lower part of the statue 
that is fully exposed”.

Dubai opened expo 2020 last week with 
a flashy ceremony boasting fireworks and 
light displays in an attempt to woo visitors 
despite the coronavirus pandemic.

italy commissioned the copy of the David 
statue to represent the country at expo, 
which was delayed a year due to covid-19.

it was made by a team of technicians at 
Hexagon italia, under the curatorship of 
the University of Florence, who produced 
a high-definition physical copy finished 
off by master restorers.

the original was sculpted between 1501 
and 1504 from a single block of marble, 
depicting the biblical hero David, who 
killed the giant goliath with his sling.

it was scanned and the replica created 
out of acrylic resin. At 550kg  including 
the base, it is 10 times lighter than the 
original. AFP

Sweet taste of Squid game success 
for South Korean ‘dalgona’ couple

Street vendor Lim Chang-joo passes a dalgona for wrapping, a crisp sugar candy featured in the Netflix smash hit series Squid Game, 
for which he and his wife Jung Jung-soon were hired to be on set to make during production. AFP

The 5.2m replica of the statue of David is partially visible from two floors 
in the pavilion, with the head and torso appearing on the top level and the 
genitalia, buttocks and legs on the bottom. AFP

Customers wait in line as street vendor Jung Jung-soon (centre) and her husband Lim Chang-joo (left) sell freshly made dalgonas, 
a crisp sugar candy featured in the Netflix smash hit series Squid Game. AFP



A
fter his small Manhattan food stand 
lost its customers during the corona-
virus pandemic, Abdul rahman – an 
Afghan vendor who arrived in New 

York in 1992 – has resumed service, albeit at 
a fraction of former business since offices are 
still far from full.

rahman and the thousands of street vendors 
like him, emblematic of New York’s sidewalks, 
were hoping things would finally go back to 
normal in September.

But that’s far from the case: “the business is 
like, 20, 30 per cent [less] than before the pan-
demic,” rahman, 44, said, standing in front 
of a display case of doughnuts and other pas-
tries. On the counter is a jug of coffee, which 
he says he has trouble emptying.

With a wave of his arm, he points to where 
customers used to form long lines in front of 
his mobile stand.

Like yellow taxis, the metal food carts – 
stocked with coffee, muffins, bananas and hard 
boiled eggs – are part of New York’s cityscape.

An estimated 20,000 vendors are on the 
streets of the Big Apple, and many of them are 
immigrants who have no other way of earning 
money.

A city hall permit is clearly visible on rah-
man’s cart, as is a photo of his three children, 
all born in the US.

‘Better than nothing’
It has been 20 years since rahman arrived in 

New York to escape the war back home in Af-
ghanistan. 

He set up shop on the sidewalk of Whitehall 
Street, in the south of Manhattan. It is a good 
location, at the foot of office buildings, near a 
subway exit and not far from the docks where 
ferries full of tourists leave and return for the 
Statue of Liberty, as well as boats transporting 
workers from Staten Island.

Some customers are loyal, such as Mike 
reyes, a maintenance worker, who says he 
comes every morning.

“We need affordable [things] like donuts, cof-
fee, because I do know in the city it’s very ex-
pensive,” he explained. “to me, they are really 
essential.”

But tourists are still few and far between as 
a result of the Delta variant, so “people work 
mostly from home,” said rahman.

According to a survey conducted by the Part-
nership for New York City organisation, only 
23 per cent of the one million office workers 
in Manhattan had returned to their offices by 
August, and employers were anticipating a rate 
of 41 per cent by the end of September – well 
below the two-thirds expected in May.

With a baseball cap on his head and black 
mask over his nose and mouth, rahman hopes 
things will go back to normal in October. . . or 
maybe January.

“I don’t know what’s going on in the future,” 
he said worriedly, noting that he relies on his 
wife’s salary as a teacher to support the family.

for the time being, after 15 months of inac-
tivity due to the pandemic, during which he 
was able to receive public aid, he prefers to go 
to work. 

In order to get into the city from his home in 
Nassau County in eastern Long Island he has to 
get up at 2:30am, Monday through friday. 

“It’s better than nothing,” he said, although 
the times of earning $800-$900 in a good week 
are a distant memory.

“If I stay home, [there’s] more pressure on me, 
and what should you do at home?” he said.

After 20 years on the job, rahman is thinking 
of switching to another line of work. His wife 
tried to find him a job as a school bus driver, 
but it was only part-time.

Besides, “I know all the people here,” he said. “It’s 
almost 21 years, it looks like a life here.” AFP

NY’s street vendors still 
waiting for Covid to end 

After his small Manhattan food stand lost its customers during the coronavirus pandemic, Abdul Rahman – an 
Afghan vendor who arrived in New York in 1992 – has resumed service. AFP

Abdul Rahman works at a coffee truck in Battery Park City in New York serving a fraction of former business 
since offices are still far from full. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Maternity ward frequenters
  6 Rice University athletes
 10 North Atlantic food fish
 14 Without company
 15 He and she
 16 Porter or Younger
 17 Indian yogurt dish
 18 Blue hue
 19 Way back when
 20 Fancy server
 23 “And now, without further ___ ...”
 25 Choler
 26 Makes different
 27 Electronic device
 30 ___-Wan Kenobi
 31 “A Lesson From ___”
 32 Type of personality or citizenship
 34 “Cut it out!”
 38 Have surgery
 41 Formerly, an attachment to “while”
 42 In ___ of (replacing)
 43 Some wedding guests
 44 Dancing maneuver
 45 Young swan
 46 On the water’s surface

 50 Former French coin
 52 Stand-___ (replacements)
 53 One who had momentary success
 57 “The Bridges of Madison County” state
 58 Blood fluids
 59 Make vertical
 62 Ladder crosspiece
 63 Nicholas I or II
 64 Examine again, as a patient
 65 It’s heard in the Highlands
 66 Eyelid inflammation
 67 German industrial city
DOWN
  1 Augusta score
  2 Cookbook phrase
  3 Like some mushrooms
  4 One who hasn’t turned pro?
  5 Document authenticator
  6 Aquatic mammal
  7 Invitation heading
  8 Emulate a leopard
  9 One of an iamb’s two
 10 Patton portrayer
 11 Adventurous tale
 12 Product of stress
 13 One’s equals
 21 Toss one’s hat in the ring

 22 Ring legend
 23 Often-quoted saying
 24 Extreme sorrow
 28 Courteous chap
 29 It’s taken for trips
 30 Diamond Head island
 32 A washer might stop it
 33 One for the off-road
 34 Like a bug in a rug
 35 Metallic flimsiness
 36 More than occasionally
 37 Bothersome people or animals
 39 High-hatters
 40 Arthurian knight
 44 “Zip-A-Dee-Doo-___”
 45 Implement with which to break
 46 Going up in smoke
 47 Baking ingredient
 48 Grassy yards
 49 River in Missouri
 50 Pound resident
 51 Major airport
 54 Branch structure
 55 “As ___ as the driven snow”
 56 Hairy primates
 60 Separator of family names
 61 ___ of thieves

“GOURMET KICHEN” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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I
taly claimed third place in 
the Nations league on Sunday 
after beating belgium 2-1 to 
bounce back from their world 

record unbeaten run being brought 
to an end.

a superb volley from Nicolo barella 
just after half-time and Domenico 
berardi’s 63rd-minute penalty were 
enough for the azzurri to see off a 
belgium team missing the injured 
romelu lukaku and eden Hazard to 
win the third-place playoff.

the european champions, beat-
en by Spain in their semi-final on 
Wednesday to lose after going 37 
matches without a defeat, played 
with verve on a gorgeous sunny day 
at turin’s allianz Stadium but bel-
gium’s poor luck continued follow-
ing their last-gasp semi-final loss to 
France on thursday.

alexis Saelemaekers, who started in 
place of substitute Kevin De bruyne, 
Michy batshuayi and yannick car-
rasco all struck the woodwork before 
charles De Ketelaere scored with 
four minutes remaining.

It was a positive day for Italy coach 
roberto Mancini, who watched as 
Federico chiesa starred up front for 
an experimental side.

“We played very well today . . . 
chiesa can play anywhere, right or 
left, today he played on the left and 
he did really well. He’s an important 
player,” Mancini said.

belgium goalkeeper thibaut cour-
tois may have called Sunday’s match 
“pointless” but the two teams put plen-
ty of commitment into their displays, 
with some players looking to carve out 
a place in their national teams.

Giacomo raspadori, making his 
sixth Italy appearance, was put 
through by the impressive chiesa in 
the 20th minute but couldn’t get his 
shot away before timothy castagne 
got across to deflect his effort out for 
a corner.

Five minutes later ac Milan mid-
fielder Saelemaekers struck the bar 
with a first-time curling shot which 
left Gianluigi Donnarumma, cap-
tain for the day and cheered heartily 
by the turin crowd after being bar-
racked by angry ac Milan fans on 
Wednesday, rooted to the spot.

Influential Chiesa
However it was chiesa who was at 

the centre of Italy’s attacks and the 
in-form Juventus forward wasted 
the best chance of the match just 
before the break when after collect-
ing berardi’s pin-point long pass he 
took too long to shoot and allowed 
courtois to charge out and make a 
superb save.

However barella put Italy in front 
almost straight after the restart when 
he met a high belgian clearance from 
a corner with a stunning volley that 
flew into the bottom corner.

batshuayi almost brought the 
away side level on the hour mark, 
his powerful shot from a tight an-
gle fizzing past Donnarumma and 
striking the crossbar, but shortly 
afterwards berardi doubled Italy’s 
lead.

chiesa was clumsily brought down 
by castagne, and despite protests 
from the belgians, berardi squeezed 
his spot-kick under courtois.

carrasco crashed a shot off the 

base of the post before De bruyne, 
who entered the field just before be-
rardi put Italy two ahead, laid on the 
goal which halved the deficit.

the Manchester city playmaker 
charged onto courtois’ long throw 
before sliding through De Ketelaere, 
who calmly slotted his finish be-
tween Donnarumma’s legs.

However roberto Martinez’s side 
could not find the goal which would 
have taken the match to extra-time.

“the way we reacted to going 1-0 
down after what happened against 
France I thought the team had a real 
strong personality to keep playing,” 
said Martinez.

“We hit the crossbar, once the post 

and with all due respects the pen-
alty for me is a decision that’s not 
deserved . . . but we cannot concede 
five goals in two games and we can’t 
concede two penalties, even if the 
decisions were not correct.”

World champions France face 
Spain in the final at the San Siro in 
Milan later on Sunday. AFP

Silverwood praises root’s influence

tura, chepngetich win at 43rd chicago Marathon

eNGlaND head coach chris 
Silverwood believes Joe root’s 
leadership played a key role in 
ensuring he could select the 
strongest possible squad for 
the ashes tour to australia.

For several months it seemed 
possible the ashes would be 
cancelled due to the concerns 
of england’s players and their 
families about australia’s tough 
coronavirus quarantine rules.

england vice-captain Jos 
buttler was among the senior 
players to express doubts 
about taking part in the series, 
which starts in brisbane on 
December 8.

but Silverwood said test 
skipper root’s compassionate, 
diplomatic approach helped 
get the players to buy into the 
tour eventually. 

When Silverwood revealed 
england’s 17-man ashes squad 
on Sunday, there were no objec-
tors or opt-outs from the list.

“there were a lot of negotia-
tions that went on and one 
thing we did see was a lot of 
class from our captain. He 
really did lead from the front,” 
Silverwood said.

“I can’t emphasise enough 
how classy he was within 
those negotiations and the 

way he listened to both sides 
of the argument. 

“He showed a lot of empathy 
and a lot of really good leader-
ship skills to get the players to 
this point. His players have got 
behind him and will follow 
him, so will I and my staff.

“What it has done, I think, is 
galvanise his position as a lead-
er. all the boys have recognised 
that, all my staff have recog-
nised that and it has made us 
all pull in behind him.”

england’s star all-rounder ben 
Stokes remains on an indefinite 
break from cricket while he pri-
oritises his mental health and 

recovers from a finger injury.
there appears to be some 

logistical wriggle room for 
Stokes to join up with the ash-
es squad as a late arrival.

but, considering the sensitiv-
ity of his situation, Silverwood 
refused to give any indication 
if that could happen.

“there will be no pressure 
from me for him to rush back. 
When ben is ready, he’ll give 
me a call and then we’ll cross 
that bridge when we come to 
it,” he said.

“My first intent is to make 
sure he’s oK from a well-being 
point of view.” AFP

etHIopIa’S Seifu tura won 
the men’s title and reigning 
world champion ruth 
chepngetich of Kenya cap-

tured the women’s crown in 
her US debut on Sunday at the 
43rd chicago Marathon.

the 26.2-mile event was 

canceled by covid-19 last year 
but runners were back after 
728 days on a flat course 
through the streets of the 
“Windy city” in warm and 
breezy conditions.

tura, who didn’t qualify for 
his homeland’s tokyo olympic 
squad, pulled away late to take 
the victory in 2hrs 6mins 
12secs with american Galen 
rupp second, 23 seconds 
adrift, and Kenya’s eric Kipt-
anui third in 2:06:51.

tura, who was sixth at chi-
cago in 2019, won the 2018 
Shanghai and Milan titles and 
was fourth at Milan in May in 
2:04:29.

“I’m very happy to have won 
here in chicago,” tura said. “I 
prepared for more than three 
months for this race. If it hadn’t 

been for the heat I was hoping 
to run a personal best time.”

chepngetich grabbed the 
lead from the start and won for 
the fifth time in six marathon 
starts in 2:22:31, defeating 
american runner-up emma 
bates by 1:49 with american 
Sara Hall third in 2:27:19.

“the race was good but it was 
not easy,” chepngetich said. “I 
pushed alone from the 10k. the 
weather was nice. I believed in 
myself and I was fortunate and 
I pushed myself.”

by 10km, chepngetich had 
stretched her lead over Kenyan 
Vivian Kiplagat, who finished 
fifth, to 27 seconds with no one 
else within two minutes.

She moved past a male pacer 
after 40 minutes, reached the 
midpoint in 1:07:34, 76 seconds 

ahead of Kiplagat, and was 
comfortably ahead to the end.

“I just pushed myself,” 
chepngetich said. “I didn’t 
look back. I just pushed for-
ward to the finish line. I was 
feeling strong but I could feel 
it in my legs.”

chepngetich, 27, set a world 
half-marathon record of 1:04:02 
in april at Istanbul and her 
marathon best of 2:17:08 to win 
at Dubai in 2019 makes her the 
fourth-fastest woman in his-
tory at the distance.

Spectators lined the down-
town streets as a lead pack of 
11 opened a quick gap in the 
men’s race, trimming to seven 
after 10km.

the seven were together at 
the halfway mark at 1:02:29 
and stayed tight until just 

before mile 24 when tura, 
rupp and Kiptanui picked up 
the pace.

tura surged again starting 
the 25th mile to open a gap on 
his nearest rivals and rupp 
could not overtake him down 
the stretch.

“I just didn’t quite have it at 
the end,” rupp said. “He ran an 
unbelievable race.”

chicago 2017 champion 
rupp, who was third at the 
rio olympics and eighth at 
the tokyo olympics, called 
the result “a step in the right 
direction”.

Daniel romanchuk won his 
third consecutive chicago Mar-
athon men’s wheelchair crown 
while fellow american tatyana 
McFadden took the women’s 
title for a ninth time. AFP

Italy claims third place in Nations league

Italy’s forward Domenico Berardi scores a penalty during the UEFA Nations League third place football match against Belgium at 
the Juventus Stadium in Turin on Sunday. AFP

England’s captain Joe Root attends a team practice session ahead of 
the fifth cricket Test match against India at Old Trafford in Manchester 
on September 8. AFP

Ethiopia’s Seifu Tura Abdiwak reacts as he wins the Elite Men’s 2021 
Bank of America Chicago Marathon on Sunday. AFP
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K
ylian Mbappe fired France 
to nations league glory on 
Sunday after netting the 
winner which completed a 

comeback from a goal down to beat 
Spain 2-1 in Milan.

Mbappe struck with 10 minutes 
remaining to win the title for world 
champions France after Karim ben-
zema had levelled just two minutes 
after Mikel oyarzabal put Spain into a 
64th-minute lead.

the win will ease some of the pain 
created by an early exit from euro 
2020 at the hands of Switzerland 
and highlighted just how powerful 
France are going forward.

“i really wanted to win a trophy 
with France, and now it’s done,” said 
benzema, who returned the France 
fold ahead of the euro, to M6.

“We showed strength of character, 
because this team is very strong, 
never gives up and we have proven 
it today.

“it is the sign of a great team not to 
panic, to be patient and to wait for 
the right opportunity.”

les bleus came out on top of a 
match at the San Siro which came 
to life after oyarzabal slid home the 
opener.

as well as the two goals from their 
superstar attackers, France had oth-
er opportunities to score through 
Mbappe before a frantic finish in 
which Spain launched an assault on 
the French goal.

Didier Deschamps can thank Hugo 
lloris the match didn’t go into extra-
time after the France captain pulled 
off a fine stoppage time save to deny 
yeremi Pino a late leveller.

France ease the pain
earlier italy took third place after 

beating belgium 2-1 in turin through 
goals form nicolo barella and Do-
menico berardi.

France started the strongest and 
should have been ahead with five min-

utes on the clock when benzema was 
put through perfectly by Paul Pogba.

the real Madrid striker tried to 
dribble around Spain goalkeeper 
Unai Simon but went too far wide 
and ended up aimlessly hitting a 
low pass across goal which was eas-
ily cut out by cesar azpilicueta.

two minutes later a lightning pass-
ing move led to aymeric laporte, 
playing against the country of his 
birth for the first time since obtain-
ing Spanish nationality, cutting out 
a low cross.

there was little more in the way 
of goalmouth incident in the open-
ing period as Spain held off France’s 
attacking by keeping a stranglehold 
on possession – 64 per cent in the 
first half.

a previously niggly contest sud-
denly got going in the 63rd minute 
when a sweeping French passing 
move started by benjamin Pavard 
ended with theo Hernandez smash-
ing a first-time finish against the 
crossbar.

Just seconds later Spain took the 

lead through oyarzabal, who swept 
home a precision left-foot finish to 
the delight of the Spanish fans gath-
ered behind that goal. 

However no sooner had those sup-
porters stopped celebrating than 
France were level through benzema, 
who curled home an outstanding 
strike after being fed by Mbappe.

Mbappe then had two chances 
in quick succession to put France 
head, first chipping way over with 
Simon off his line in the 68th minute 
and then hitting a tame shot at the 

athletic bilbao goalkeeper after be-
ing set up by benzema.

the Paris Saint-Germain forward 
had his goal with 10 minutes re-
maining though, outfoxing Simon 
with some deft footwork before 
slotting home after being set free by 
theo Hernandez.

Spain responded by going all out 
for the equaliser, but lloris first 
palmed away a oyarzabal volley in 
the 90th minute and then got his 
hand to Pino’s strike to ensure the 
trophy went to Paris. AFP

bottas wins season’s 1st Grand Prix
MerceDeS driver Valtteri bottas claimed his 
first chequered flag of the season to win the 
turkish Grand Prix on Sunday as Max Ver-
stappen reclaimed the lead in the title race.

the red bull driver finished second to 
take a six-point lead in the championship 
ahead of lewis Hamilton who finished 
fifth voicing frustration with his Mer-
cedes’ team strategy.

“From my side, probably one of the best 
races i’ve ever had,” said bottas after his 
11th career win.

Sergio Perez, in the other red bull, took 
third with Ferrari’s charles leclerc in fourth. 

“it wasn’t easy today,” said Verstappen.
“the track was very greasy, we had to 

manage the tyres the whole race so 
couldn’t really push.

“Just seemed Valtteri had a bit more pace, 
could look after the tyres all race. Happy to 
finish second in these conditions, it’s easy to 
get it wrong so you drop back.”

Hamilton was quickest in qualifying but 
had to start the race in 11th because of a 
grid penalty incurred for changing his 
engine. 

the seven-time champion gained two 
places on the opening lap before picking his 
way up to fifth where he was held up by Perez, 
the two of them dicing at the end of lap 35 in 
some classic wheel-to-wheel racing.

as the other cars came in to change their 

tyres Hamilton stayed out, moving up to 
third and looking good for the podium.

Hamilton declined the initial call to 
come in for fresh tyres but finally acceded 
to the Mercedes team instructions, boxing 
eight laps from the end. 

it cost Hamilton two places as Perez and 
leclerc flew on ahead and the englishman 
did not hide his frustration over the radio. 

‘Shouldnt have come in’
“We shouldn’t have come in. Massive 

graining man. i told you,” an angry Ham-
ilton said to his team as he struggled to 
hold off Pierre Gasly in the alphatauri.  

a disgruntled Hamilton later pointed out 
alpine’s esteban ocon made it round with 
one set of tyres, intimating that he could 
have stayed out. 

“When you come in with eight laps to go 
you don’t have time to go through the grain-
ing of that medium tyre on a drying track. 
So i went through this sliding phase where 
i nearly lost almost lost more positions.” 

although the rain eased by the start of the 
race, the wet conditions prevailed through-
out, making the tactics around tyres and the 
timing of pit stops all the more important. 

bottas began from pole, avoiding a tan-
gle between Pierre Gasly and Fernando 
alonso on the opening lap, and led until 
pitting on the 38th lap of the 58-lap race.

that gave leclerc the lead but as his tyres 
faded so did his pace and the Finn soon 
reclaimed the lead, going on to take his 
11th Grand Prix victory and his first win 
since russia over a year ago. 

“it’s been a while. Feels good,” said bot-
tas who is leaving Mercedes at the end of 
the season to join alfa romeo.

“it is not easy to choose the strategy here 
with these conditions and when to stop 
and which tyre but i’m glad everything 
went smooth for once for me. 

“When only one drying line, it doesn’t 
need much to go off. i definitely needed 
to focus all through the race. a difficult 
one, but feels like a well-earned victory.”

Mercedes team principal toto Wolff, who 
has recruited George russell to replace bot-
tas next season, was thrilled with the per-
formance of his current number two.

“absolute dominant drive from him from 
the get go,” he said. “He had it absolutely 
under control. ten out of ten for me.”

Verstappen, who began the race two 
points behind Hamilton in the title race, 
made no attempt to challenge bottas and 
focussed on a damage limitation exercise, 
content to ease home second knowing that 
Hamilton was three places further back. 

there are six races left in the season with 
the United States Grand Prix in texas on 
october 24 next on the schedule. AFP

brazil star neymar said on 
Sunday that the 2022 World 
cup will be his last as he 
“doesn’t have the strength to 
put up with more football”.

“i think it will be my last World 
cup,” the 29-year-old told 
Dazn.

“i will play it like it is the last 
because i don’t know if i will still 
have the mental strength to put 
up with even more football.”

neymar, who has played in 
two World cups and is his coun-
try’s second top scorer of all time 
behind Pele, will be 34 when the 
2026 tournament rolls around.

“i will do everything to get to 
the 2022 World cup in great shape 
and will do everything to win for 
my country, to fulfill my biggest 
dream since i was little,” added 
the Paris Saint-Germain star.

neymar played in the 2014 
World cup on home soil and 
scored four goals.

However, he was to suffer a 
back injury before brazil were 
humiliated 7-1 by Germany in 
the semi-finals.

Four years later, in russia, 

brazil were knocked out by bel-
gium in the quarter-finals.

So far, his international hon-
ours have been limited to the 
2013 confederations cup and 
an olympic gold medal in rio 
in 2016.

injury ruled him out of the 
2019 copa america which bra-
zil won as well as the 2021 edi-
tion where argentina triumphed 
in the final.

brazil are comfortably placed 
to reach the 2022 World cup in 
Qatar having won all nine of 
their qualifiers in the South 
american region so far. AFP

Mbappe fires France to win nations league

French players celebrate with the trophy at the end of the Nations League final football match against Spain at San Siro stadium in Milan on Sunday. AFP

World cup in 2022 ‘will 
be my last’, says neymar

Brazil’s Neymar (right) vie for the 
ball during the South American 
qualification football match for the 
FIFA World Cup on Sunday. AFP
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