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Holy monkey

Sole-citizenship edits fast-tracked
Voun Dara

T
HE National Assembly’s (NA) 
Standing Committee is set to 
send the draft amendments 
to articles of the Constitution 

aiming to mandate single-citizenship 
for the nation’s top office holders to 
the expert committee for review. 

King Norodom Sihamoni has al-
ready given his approval for the 
process to move forward after be-
ing briefed by the Constitutional 
Council of Cambodia (CCC) that the 
amendments did not contravene 
the principles of the constitutional 
monarchy and Cambodia’s status as 
a liberal multi-party democracy. 

NA spokesman Leng Peng Long 
said on October 12 that on the day 
prior, the NA had received draft 
amendments to articles 19, 82, 106, 
119 and 137 of the Constitution and 
articles 3 and 4 of the Additional 
Constitutional Law tending to en-
sure the smooth functioning of na-
tional institutions.

He said the NA will call a Stand-
ing Committee session on October 
14 to send the drafts of the amend-
ed articles to the expert committee 
for review and they will report back 
on it before a plenary session with a 
vote is held. 

“The expert committee will deter-
mine whether the proposed amend-

ments contradict the Constitution 
or violate any national laws. The 
committee will then report back to 
the Standing Committee with their 
conclusions and then we will hold a 
plenary session of the NA and vote to 
dismiss or proceed,” Peng Long said.

Hindu devotees dressed as Hindu deity Lord Hanuman take part in a procession to mark the navratri festival in amritsar on Monday, ahead of the dussehra festival. AFP

IMF lauds Kingdom’s early-Covid moves
May Kunmakara

 
INTERNATIONAL Monetary Fund 
(IMF) resident representative for 
Cambodia Yasuhisa Ojima is opti-
mistic that Cambodia’s economy 
will see a quick recovery that reflects 
the “proactive measures” taken by 
the government to blunt the socio-

economic impacts of Covid-19.
Ojima made the remark on Oc-

tober 11 during a courtesy call on 
National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) 
governor Chea Chanto, days after the 
Washington-based multilateral lend-
er pegged the Kingdom’s economic 
growth for this year at two per cent.

An IMF team led by senior econo-

mist Alasdair Scott conducted vir-
tual discussions for the 2021 Article 
IV consultation with Cambodia 
during September 13-27.

The development lender under-
lined that the Covid-19 crisis triggered 
a sharp fall in external demand last 
year that dragged down the economy, 
and that the Kingdom’s third coro-

navirus outbreak in 2021 – dubbed 
the “February 20 community event” 
marking the date it was first detected 
– further added to the woes.

However, Ojima said, the IMF “is 
highly optimistic, for the authori-
ties have responded with measures

India’s Adani
Ports to shun
cargo from
Afghanistan,
Iran, Pakistan
INDIA’S largest port operator has said 
it will not handle cargo from Afghan-
istan, Iran and Pakistan from next 
month following the seizure of almost 
three tonnes of heroin.

Adani Ports, part of the Adani Group 
conglomerate, on October 11 said its 
“trade advisory” will apply to all the 
terminals it operates including third-
party terminals from November 15.

It did not give a reason but the deci-
sion follows the seizure of almost three 
tonnes of heroin from two containers 
at the Mundra port off India’s western 
coast in Gujarat state last month.

The consignment, which authori-
ties said originated from Afghanistan, 
was worth an estimated $2.65 billion, 
one of the biggest such hauls ever in 
the country.

Indian authorities had also seized 
heroin worth over $20 million and 
detained six Iranian men in a deep-
sea drug bust off the Gujarat coast in 
last month.

In response to the seizures, Adani 
Ports had said it did not have the author-
ity to examine the millions of tonnes of 
cargo that pass through its terminals.

Mundra port, a major economic 
and logistics gateway in India, han-
dled 144.4 million tonnes of cargo 
last year and also has the country’s 
largest coal import terminal.

A vast majority of the world’s opium 
and heroin comes from Afghanistan, 
despite major efforts by the US to 
combat the drugs trade.

Russia, Iran, Pakistan and China are 
major smuggling routes and huge 
markets for Afghan drugs. AFPcontInued – page 6
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The draft amendments to 
those articles would mandate 
single Cambodian citizenship 
for the prime minister and 
presidents of the NA, Senate 
and CCC. 

On October 11, King Si-
hamoni sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen stating that 
he was giving approval for 
the parliament to proceed 
with the legislative process 
required to amend these con-
stitutional articles.

The King said he had re-
ceived a letter from CCC presi-
dent Im Chhun Lim on Octo-

ber 11 explaining the initiative 
to amend five articles of the 
Constitution and two articles 
of the Additional Constitu-
tional Law, and which also 
informed him of the Council’s 
official determination that this 
would be legally permissible 
under the Constitution.

“I offer this letter of deter-
mination from the president 
of the Constitutional Council 
of Cambodia to Samdech Aka 
Moha Sena Padei Techo [Hun 
Sen] so that he may continue 
forward in accordance with 
our nation’s procedures,” the 
King wrote, using Hun Sen’s 
royal title.

Proposed amendment 
set for NA expert review

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Prak Sokhonn attends the 6th CICA Ministerial Meeting on Tuesday. Foreign Ministry
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Long Kimmarita

MINISTer of Labour and Vo-
cational Training Ith Sam Heng 
has announced the reopening 
of Technical and Vocational 
education and Training (TVeT) 
institutions under the ministry 
to ensure quality after receiving 
approval from the government.

The decision to reopen 
TVeT institutions was an-
nounced on October 12 via a 
video conference attended by 
nearly 200 stakeholders.

“The reopening of TVeT is 
essential to ensure the quality 
and effective training of the 
skilled workforce to meet the 
labour market’s needs,” the 
ministry said.

It said TVeT is an important 
tool for the government to as-
sist in the recovery of the na-
tional economy post-Covid-
19 pandemic.

Sam Heng said that before 
the government gave per-
mission to reopen TVeT, the 
planning and strategic evalu-
ation commission under the 
Inter-ministerial Committee 
to Combat Covid-19 had ex-
amined and assessed the im-
plementation of the Standard 
Operating Procedure (SOP), 
and received approval from 
the Standing Committee of the 
National Committee to Com-
bat Covid-19 on October 4.

He said the evaluation was 
based on two factors: first, 
the ministry has developed a 
comprehensive SOP to pre-

vent the spread of Covid-19, 
especially with clear mecha-
nisms for risk assessment, 
and criteria for closing and 
opening institutions has a 
clear reporting system.

Second, he said TVeT in-
stitutions as well as the Min-
istry of education, Youth and 
Sport’s higher education in-
stitutions had 100 per cent of 
staff, technical teachers and 
trainees fully vaccinated and 
ready for booster shots.

“In order to save people’s 
lives and protect their health 
and wellbeing from Covid-19, 
we can gradually reorganise 
our economic activities to en-
sure a lifestyle where we can 
learn to live with Covid-19 in 
the new normal.”

Currently, the labour minis-
try has 199 TVeT institutions, 
with 38 of them public and 161 
private or run by organisations 
or associations which com-
prises about 60,000 students.

In the context of Covid-19, 
the labour ministry has au-
thorised institutions at all lev-
els to provide short-, medium- 
and long-term education via 
distance learning and teach-
ing by equipping them with 
basic technology as well as the 
capacity building of technical 
teachers, among others. 

but the ministry said the 
quality of distant and online 
training was still limited be-
cause trainees did not per-
form practical work in the 
workshop.

TVeT institutions 
reopen nationwide

Kingdom, Kazakhstan vow to 
boost ties for mutual benefit
Ry Sochan

C
AMbODIA will fur-
ther expand bilateral 
ties with Kazakhstan 
for the mutual ben-

efit of the two countries as 
well as cooperation with the 
Conference on Interaction 
and Confidence-building in 
Asia (CICA).

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation 
Prak Sokhonn made the pledge 
while attending the 6th CICA 
Ministerial Meeting via video 
conference on October 12. 

Sokhonn participated in 
the conference – an intergov-
ernmental forum aimed at 
strengthening regional coop-
eration and ensuring peace, 

security and stability in Asia 
– at the invitation of his Ka-
zakh counterpart Mukhtar 
Tileuberdi.    

The meeting – held under 
the theme “Security and sus-
tainable development in Asia 
in new realities of the post-
pandemic world” – provided 
an opportunity for partici-
pants to exchange views on 
how to further strengthen 
CICA cooperation, build back 
better post-pandemic, and 
enhance peace, stability and 
prosperity across the region.

“Deputy Prime Minister 
Prak Sokhonn expressed 
Cambodia’s commitment to 
CICA cooperation and would 
also further strengthen and 
expand bilateral relations be-

tween Cambodia and Kazakh-
stan for the mutual benefit of 
both countries,” the foreign 
ministry said in a press re-
lease on October 11.

Sokhonn commended the 
CICA for contributing to re-
gional peace, security, stability 
and prosperity. He also touched 
on Covid-19 and its impact on 
global peace and prosperity 
and the international order.

“[Sokhonn] was also expected 
to share his insightful and prac-
tical recommendations in the 
meeting for resilient and sus-
tainable development for the 
post-Covid-19 crisis,” it said.

Kin Phea, director of the roy-
al Academy of Cambodia’s In-
ternational relations Institute, 
told The Post on October 12 that 
the conference was an interna-
tional mechanism for drawing 
the international community’s 
attention to issues such as the 
Covid-19 pandemic, restora-
tion and reconstruction of the 
country as well as peace and 
stability in the region.

He added that confidence 
building measures were cru-
cial for regional stability and 
peace. 

“CICA has made a signifi-
cant contribution and it is in 
line with Cambodia’s foreign 
policy. We wish to see a region 
of peace, stability and pros-
perity,” he said.

In 2019, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen attended the 5th CICA 
summit, which was attended 
by leaders of the 27 member 
states including China, India, 
russia, Japan and Vietnam.

He said Cambodia was 
looking for more trade and 
investment opportunities 
with CICA member coun-
tries, especially for small and 
medium-sized enterprises.

Hun Sen requested CICA 
member countries to work 
more closely with China’s belt 
and road Initiative, which he 
said provides a good opportu-
nity for member states to ac-
celerate regional connectivity 
and strengthen logistics.

Labour minister Ith Sam Heng holds an online meeting on the opening 
of TVET institutions on Tuesday. Labour Ministry



K Thom village 
participates in 
REDD+ project

THE Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries has registered 
1,359ha of land as the O’Bosleav 

Forest Community Land in Kampong 
Thom province in an effort to imple-
ment a REDD+ (Reducing Emissions 
from Deforestation and Forest Degra-
dation) project to preserve forests for 
carbon forest sales.

Suon Sovann, deputy director of the 
Forestry Administration, said on Oc-
tober 12 that the community land is in 
Tomring commune of Sandan district. 
He said the land was registered as state 
land and encroachment would not be 
allowed, but people can still use the 
forest as before.

“People can still collect resin, vines 
and rattan. They just have to help patrol 
the forest for preservation and we can 
obtain carbon for sale,” he said.

Sovann said people were happy that 
the community had been successfully 
registered as state land. The registra-
tion was only possible if there was no 
land dispute.

Rights group Adhoc spokesman 
Soeng Sen Karuna said on October 12 
that he was pleased with the regis-
tration of the community forest land 
because this was something that 
everyone wanted, and it showed the will 
of relevant institutions to protect the 
forest. He added that in the past, some 
areas had still been encroached upon 
despite being protected by the govern-
ment’s sub-decrees.

“The registration of the community 
forest land forms the basis for the 
forest community living in the area. 
They have a right to participate in the 
protection of the forest,” he said. Om 

BunthOeurn
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Ministry requests workers’ paid 
holiday for covid booster shots
Lay Samean

t
He Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational training has re-
quested owners of factories 
and enterprises to allow work-

ers to take a paid day off when they go 
for a third dose of covid-19 vaccine.

In a notice on october 11, the 
ministry said that in line with the 
government’s strategy to control 
and prevent the spread of covid-19 
as well as to maintain the stability 
of production chains and the health 
of workers, the royal cambodian 
Armed Forces will launch the boost-
er-shot campaign for people free of 
charge from october 11 onwards.

“In order to join the campaign, the 
ministry requests that factory and en-
terprise owners or management allow 
workers one day off when they go get 
their booster shot,” the notice said.

the third-dose campaign in Phnom 
Penh kicked off on october 11. More 
than one million people in six dis-
tricts, including factory workers, will 
be vaccinated by the military.

In Koh Kong province, labour de-
partment director Yuk Songvath told 
The Post that after Pchum ben more 
than 90 per cent of factories had ad-
ministered covid-19 rapid tests to 
their workers, with nearly 4,000 of 
them testing negative.

“but another factory that employs 
more than 7,000 workers has not yet 
tested workers. the factory manage-
ment told us that it had set october 
21-23 and 25 for testing because the 

rapid test kits that it ordered have 
not yet arrived,” Songvath said.

He added that authorities had no 
plan in place to prohibit workers from 
work. However, when there is a posi-
tive case, authorities will act accord-
ing to the health measures in place.

the labour ministry on october 5 
issued a notice to owners of factories 
and enterprises to test workers for 
covid-19 nationwide after Pchum 
ben to prevent large-scale transmis-
sion. It also advised them to adapt 
to the new normal and prepare for 

the reopening of economic activity.
“rapid tests for covid-19 are on a 

voluntary basis and owners or the 
management of factories and enter-
prises as well as workers themselves 
will not be fined if they don’t take 
the test,” it said.

Medical workers prepare to administer Covid-19 rapid tests to workers in the Koh Kong Special Economic Zone on Monday. FaceBOOk

Mom Kunthear

PHNoM Penh municipal gov-
ernor Khuong Sreng urged 
all authorities in the capital 
to apply strict measures in 
schools, markets and busi-
nesses to prevent the spread 
of covid-19 before the expect-
ed reopening of all sectors.

He made the remarks at a 
meeting on the afternoon of 
october 11 with governors of 
the 14 districts and relevant 
authorities.

the municipal administra-
tion introduced a few new pol-
icies, including the require-
ment that everyone entering 
educational institutions, mar-
kets or business establish-

ment show a covid-19 vacci-
nation card or certificate.

“We are doing this to pre-
vent covid-19 from spreading 
further, and the municipal ad-
ministration issued such a no-
tice last week. therefore, dis-
trict authorities have to carry 
out this work more effectively.

“If we carry out this work 
well and firmly, it will reduce 
the spread of covid-19 fur-
ther,” he said.

Sreng also praised district 
authorities, relevant working 
groups, all medical teams, as 
well as the police for sacrific-
ing their physical and mental 
strength to work day and night 
to prevent the spread of covid-19.

concerning the requirement 

to show vaccination cards, Pon 
Dany, the chief of central Mar-
ket in Daun Penh district, said 
she followed the notice and re-
quired both customers and ven-
dors to show vaccination cards 
before entering the market.

She said almost 100 per 
cent of vendors in the market 
had been vaccinated against 
covid-19, but a small num-
ber were unvaccinated due 
to health issues.

“All citizens, please respect 
and follow the instructions of 
authorities, as well as the Min-
istry of Health and the head of 
government, to prevent the 
spread of covid-19 and bring 
along the vaccination cards 
always,” she appealed.

capital heading for full reopening 
with jab card rules in public places

Unvaccinated people the 
majority of covid fatalities
Mom Kunthear

A SeNIor Ministry of Health 
official said most covid-19 
patients who had died were 
unvaccinated, while the 
death of vaccinated people 
was caused by underlying 
health problems.

or Vandine, ministry 
spokeswoman and head of 
the national covid-19 vacci-
nation committee, made the 
remarks on october 12 at the 
closing ceremony of the first 
round of covid-19 vaccina-
tion campaign in Kampong 
Speu province.

“From our observations, as 
well as the information we 
have received, most deceased 

patients were unvaccinated 
people. A small number of 
them had been vaccinated but 
they had health problems, such 
as a chronic illness,” she said.

Vandine said this was why 
people who had not been in-
oculated need to make a quick 
decision and get covid-19 jabs 
because the unvaccinated are 
extremely vulnerable to the 
disease. Unvaccinated indi-
viduals may develop more se-
vere symptoms than the vac-
cinated, she explained.

She said there are certain 
groups that are refused covid-
19 jabs, at least within a period 
of time – people with certain 
illness, covid-19-infected per-
sons, pregnant women and 

breastfeeding mothers.   
She noted that more than 

100,000 people had not been 
permitted to immediately get 
vaccinated because they had 
just recovered from covid-19.

For pregnant and breast-
feeding women, she said they 
had been cautioned because 
the effects of vaccines had not 
been fully understood though 
the latest studies have shown 
that they can be vaccinated. 

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang told 
The Post on october 12 that 
more than 90 per cent of peo-
ple aged six and over in his 
province had been vaccinated 
against covid-19, except for 
more than 20,000 migrants.

“of the 19 deaths from 
covid-19 in my province, 
most of them were in poor 
health and elderly, and most 
were not vaccinated because 
of health problems,” he said.

Samnang appealed to peo-
ple across the country not to 
believe the propaganda incit-
ed by some people regarding 
vaccinations. For his province, 
there were no cases where 
people had not been vacci-
nated due to incitement. 

At a cabinet meeting last 
week, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen called for an investigation 
into those who had not been 
vaccinated against covid-19, 
as there were reports that 
some people believed the in-
citement of the opposition.

Or Vandine attends the closing ceremony for the vaccination campaign 
in Kampong Chhnang province. Or Vandine Via FaceBOOk

A security guard checks the vaccination card of a Psar Chas market vendor before entry in the capital’s Daun 
Penh district. henG chiVOan



Employees take Covid-19 tests before starting work in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district on Monday. HENG CHIVOAN

Covid vaccination card required 
for NSSF services in Kingdom 
Lay Samean

THE National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF) under the Ministry 
of Labour and Vocational Train-
ing advised all offices in the 
capital and provinces not to pro-
vide services for any individual 
who cannot show a Covid-19 
vaccination card or certificate.

NSSF on October 10 notified 
owners or the management of 
factories, enterprises, business 
establishments, employees as 
well as members of the public 
that they have to show the Cov-
id-19 vaccination card when 
using NSSF services. Otherwise, 
they will be refused assistance.

“From the day of this notice, 
every time you want NSSF serv-
ices at our offices in the capital, 
provinces and districts, you have 
to show a Covid-19 vaccination 

card or certificate,” it said.
The instruction came after 

the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall on October 5 required 
people to produce vaccination 
cards or certificates every time 
they enter or exit educational 
institutions, malls, markets 
and other business establish-
ment in the capital to improve 
the control of the disease.

“If any individual refuses to 
show a vaccination card, that 
person will not be allowed to 
enter the location and will be 
immediately reported to the 
nearest authorities,” the 
municipality said.

Am Sam Ath, deputy director 
for rights group Licadho, 
believed that the NSSF aimed 
to encourage both workers 
and those with NSSF cards to 
get vaccinated. But he said the 

requirement would affect 
access to public services, 
though he believed that almost 
all citizens have been vacci-
nated against Covid-19.

He said people should have 
equal access to public health 
services because those who 
have NSSF cards pay for them.

“The provision of public 
services to people, with or 
without vaccination cards, 
means people have to receive 
the same public health treat-
ment, especially relating to 
NSSF. The people have paid for 
NSSF services,” he said.

According to the Ministry of 
Health, as of October 10, a total 
of 13 million people aged six 
and over, or 84.33 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s population of around 
16 million, had been vaccinated 
against Covid-19.

 National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  OCTOBEr  13, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Families locked in rail 
row reject relocations
Long Kimmarita

rESIDENTS affected by a rail-
way development project in 
villages 16 and 17 in Phnom 
Penh’s Tuol Kork district have 
rejected an offer of compensa-
tion to vacate homes and move 
either to land owned by local 
developer 7NG in Kandal prov-
ince or in Kork Kasach area in 
the capital’s Kamboul district.

On October 11, five people 
representing the 30 affected 
families sat down with Tuol Kork 
district authorities to discuss 
compensation for land behind 
Wat Toul Os Lok pagoda or alter-
native plots of land in Tuol Kork 
district after an official notice 
that their houses would be 
demolished to give way to the 
construction of concrete roads 
and reservoirs in the railway area.

Huy Sathean, one of the resi-
dents who met with Tuol Kork 
district authorities, told The Post 
on October 12 that the meeting 
failed to resolve the issue 
because officials still wanted 
people to accept the 7NG offer.

She added that instead of los-
ing their homes, the residents 
asked for a land swap behind 
the pagoda or another area in 
Tuol Kork district as it is easier 
for them to maintain existing 
livelihoods, especially their chil-
dren who can continue study-
ing at their current schools.

“We have no objection or 
opposition to such develop-
ments. However, we stand by 
our request for compensation 
in exchange for a place in the 

same district or near Tuol 
Santevoan pagoda, better 
known as Tuol Os Lok, which is 
located in our area, then we will 
agree to leave,” she said.

Another resident, Kov Sarun, 
said if they were refused land 
in the district, they would not 
vacate their homes as leaving 
there would make their liveli-
hoods difficult because the 
offered area had no infrastruc-
ture and schools and people 
could also lose their jobs.

“We have made it clear that we 
will not accept it and will make 
further demands. If there is no 
result, we will submit a request 
to Prime Minister [Hun Sen] to 
solve the problem immediately, 
because the municipal and dis-
trict halls are not able to find a 
compromise,” he said. 

Tuol Kork district governor 
Chea Pisey could not be reached 
for comment on October 12, 
while Hour Huot, the district’s 
head of administration, declined 
to comment, saying he was busy.

Soeung Saran, executive direc-
tor of the housing rights NGO 
Sahmakum Teang Tnaut, urged 
authorities to find a solution. He 
observed that in general, the 
offer by authorities to the fami-
lies seemed unacceptable.

“When there is a win-win 
strategy, the people are happy 
to accept and create peace. And 
authorities will be praised for 
addressing the issue,” he said.

He added that offering an 
unacceptable solution would 
lead to protests and also cause 
social injustice.

Nearly 8 million people get 
invitations to verify voter list
Nov Sivutha

T
HE National Election 
Committee (NEC) 
has distributed invi-
tations to nearly eight 

million people whose names 
appeared on the 2020 voter 
list so that they can verify the 
2021 voter list from October 
12 to November 30. 

The distribution, which 
ended on October 11, had 
seen invitations delivered to 
7,916,745 people, or nearly 90 
per cent of the 2020 voter list, 
as the 2022 commune council 
elections approach.

NEC member Mean Satik 
said in a meeting with stake-
holders on October 11 that 
although the distribution had 
been completed, people who 
have not received an invita-
tion can request one at the 
commune hall where they are 
registered.

NEC deputy secretary-gen-
eral Som Sorida explained 
that the committee could not 
distribute invitations to every-
one due to problems such as 
heavy rains, migration, deaths, 
and newcomers which made 
it difficult for the commune 
council to identity people in 
time for registration.

Covid-19 pandemic-related 
problems such as the lock-
down of some villages and 
communes and quarantine 

also contributed to delays in 
distributing invitations. How-
ever, invitations that have not 
been sent out are being kept 
in the commune to be deliv-
ered at a later date, he said.

“People can check their 
name on the voter list via 
the NEC website, in the App 
and the distribution of invi-
tations. The content of this 
invitation is transferred from 
the NEC’s official data. Once 

people receive the invitation, 
there is no need to visit the 
commune,” he said.

NEC secretary-general Tep 
Nytha said election prepa-
rations had generally gone 
smoothly despite some hur-
dles.

According to Satik, voter list 
verification and registration 
will last 50 days from October 
12 to November 30 in the com-
mune hall and other designat-

ed locations in the commune.
During the review of the 

voter list and registration, the 
commune council will place 
voter names at the commune 
hall every 15 days to discuss 
with the registration team on 
the next steps.

“According to the work cal-
endar, the voter list will be 
placed at the commune halls 
on October 26, November 10, 
and November 25,” he said.

People search for their name on the voter list in  O’Russey I commune of Phnom Penh’s Prampi Makara 
district on Tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN
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ASeAN ‘culture city’ 
launches in S reap

Stalls built on drainage in 
Por Sen chey dismantled 

Lay Samean

the Ministry of culture and 
Fine Arts in collaboration with 
the Apsara National Authority 
(ANA) – a body tasked with 
managing the Angkor Archaeo-
logical Park – organised a tree-
planting ceremony and bicy-
cling event at the Angkor resort 
to celebrate Siem reap town 
being selected as the ASeAN 
city of culture for 2021-2022.

the tree planting ceremony 
and cycling event was held in 
the Angkor resort area on octo-
ber 11, with the participation 
of Sum Map, secretary of state 
at the culture ministry, along 
with Siem reap provincial 
deputy governor You Sophea. 

Also in attendance was ANA 
director-general hang Pov along 
with some international embas-
sy representatives as well.

Pov said that the event was 
organised to showcase some of 
the leisure activities and scenic 
locations in the area to other 
ASeAN members on behalf of 
cambodia as the chair of ASeAN 
and the ASeAN cultural exchange 
for the upcoming year.

“We are preparing for the 
role we will play when we take 
over the rotating chairman-
ship of ASeAN, so today the 
culture ministry has organized 
a tree planting ceremony and 
a cycling event to show off 
Siem reap as the ASeAN city 
of culture, he said. 

he said that as the ASeAN 
chair rotates every two years, 

each country assuming that 
leadership role is given the 
opportunity to select one of 
their cities as the ASeAN city of 
culture and cambodia natu-
rally chose Siem reap because 
it is the gathering place and epi-
centre of ancient Khmer culture. 

“Siem reap  being the nearest 
modern city to Angkor Wat, the 
former capital of the Khmer 
empire  was our natural choice 
for this honour, he said.  

Pov said that normally as the 
rotating chair we would be 
inviting ASeAN member del-
egations to visit cambodia, 
but due to the covid-19 pan-
demic some of the usual 
aspects of the programmes 
were temporarily suspended.

“Normally, if there was no 
covid-19 outbreak, each coun-
try would invite ASeAN parties 
to visit their chosen ASeAN 
city of culture to hold all sorts 
of demonstrations and activi-
ties and promote cooperation 
between our countries.

“but covid-19 remains an 
issue that makes it impossible 
for us to hold the usual activities 
or gatherings but todays cere-
mony is outdoors and was 
organized by the culture minis-
try as an alternative celebration 
of Siem reap as the ASeAN city 
of culture for now, he said. 

Past ASeAN city of culture 
selections include: cebu  the 
Philippines, Singapore city  Sin-
gapore State, hue city  Vietnam, 
bandar Seri begawan  brunei 
and Yogyakarta  Indonesia.

Long Kimmarita

AUthorItIeS in Phnom Penh’s 
Por Sen chey district have dis-
mantled more than 10 stalls that 
were illegally built on a drainage 
system and encroached on the 
road by 2m in trapeang Krasang 
village and commune.

the demolition, led by deputy 
governor Suy Serith in the pres-
ence of governor hem Darith, 
took place on october 11 follow-
ing a direct order from munici-
pal governor Khuong Sreng. 

District deputy governor Pang 
Lida and his working group, 
who carried out the demolition 
work, told The Post on october 
11 that the stalls had a single 
owner who had been breaking 
the law for a long time.

“We warned and gave [the 
owner] time to demolish the 
stalls by the end of the Pchum 
ben holiday, but to no avail. 
therefore, authorities decided 
to use tough measures to dis-
mantle the structures,” he said.

According to Lida, for almost 
a year now, these illegal struc-
tures have encroached on the 

road and covered it in concrete 
by nearly 2m. on october 10, 
the owner continued con-
struction by covering the out-
side with zinc cladding to 
allow people to build inside.

Institute for road Safety direc-
tor Kong ratanak said the prob-
lem of land encroachment can 
occur due to three factors. First, 
local authorities may benefit 
from these constructions, which 
lets the problem persist.

Secondly, he said people also 
know that road encroachment is 
illegal. but they continue the 
abuse, thinking that it will benefit 
them when authorities are lax.

thirdly, as rattanak sees it, 
is that encroachment on land 
or public roads is because any 
action taken against violators 
is usually carried out by higher 
authorities and for any action 
to happen takes time.

“regarding the measures, I 
don’t think they seem to be working 
well. I think authorities should 
find out why people build on 
public roads. In addition, we need 
to focus on strategies to prevent 
further abuse,” he said.

Por Sen Chey district officials inspect the dismantling of the illegal 
construction site on Monday. facebook

Japan bringing clean water 
to unsupplied S reap areas
Ry Sochan

t
he Siem reap Wa-
ter Supply Authority 
(SrWSA) and Japan 
International coop-

eration Agency (JIcA) cam-
bodia office have signed an 
agreement to implement the 
“Project for Water and Sanita-
tion Improvement Preventing 
covid-19” under Japanese 
Grant technical Assistance. 
the project is expected to 
benefit 93,426 people.

the signing ceremony was 
presided over by SrWSA 
director-general Khut Vuthi-
arith and chief representative 
of JIcA haruko Kamei on oc-
tober 11.

the project aims to enhance 
covid-19 prevention measures 
through expansion of safe 
and sustainable water supply 
and improving the practice of 
hand washing. It will expand 
water supply through the in-
stallation of 270km of pipes 
which will supply 60,000 cubic 
metres of water per day.

the project will also pro-
vide chemical additives such 
as chlorine and lime to en-
sure water quality to meet na-
tional drinking water quality 
standards. It will provide wa-
ter metres, pipes and fittings 
as well as other equipment to 
SrWSA to provide clean water 
to unsupplied areas in Siem 

reap town’s Slakram and Sala 
Kamroeuk communes.

It will also enforce aware-
ness-raising activities to peo-
ple in Siem reap town about 
the importance of safe water 
and hand washing to prevent 
covid-19.

this project is part of the 
emergency support from the 
Japanese government in re-
sponse to an official request 
from the cambodian govern-
ment. the project will be com-
pleted by the end of July 2022.

“It is expected that people 

living in the project’s areas 
and services areas of SrWSA – 
approximately 93,426 people 
– would benefit,” JIcA said in 
a press release.

JIcA said it has been one of 
the major development part-
ners and has contributed in 
both hard and soft infrastruc-
ture. to date, many technical 
cooperation projects have 
been implemented with the 
Ministry of Industry, Science, 
technology and Innovation.

Many water supply facili-
ties have been constructed in 

several provinces with a grant 
from Japan, it said.

In Siem reap province, 
JIcA has provided grant aid 
to build a water supply sys-
tem in 2006 with a capacity of 
8,000 cubic metres per day by 
installing 36km of pipes.

“this project reflects the 
commitment of the royal 
Government of cambodia 
and the Government of Japan 
in deepening and widening 
mutual cooperation, especial-
ly in a time of difficulty,” JIcA 
said in the press release.

SRWSA director-general Khut Vuthiarith (centre left) and JICA chief representative Haruko Kamei sign 
documents for the water and sanitation improvement project on Monday. jica
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 11,180 11,260 11,260 11,100

2 GTI 4,360 4,300 4,380 4,120

3 PAS 13,460 13,580 13,580 12,200

4 PEPC 3,130 3,100 3,140 3,090

5 PPAP 14,960 14,960 14,960 14,960

6 PPSP 2,030 2,040 2,040 2,030

7 PWSA 7,000 7,000 7,000 6,940

Date: October 12, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,099 1.2466 6.4523 113.29 4.1655 1.3558 33.43 0.7367 1.1560 1.3602

Continued from page 1

to contain the spread of the 
virus and support livelihoods”.

the Nbc “introduced mea-
sures early in the crisis to im-
prove liquidity in the banking 
system and issued guidance 
to banks to facilitate loan re-
structuring as it contributes 
to the economic growth and 
the easing the burden of busi-
ness people and the poor”, 
he was quoted as saying in 
a press release issued by the 
central bank.

the Nbc’s chanto expressed 
his appreciation for the IMF in 
cambodia, lauding the insti-
tution for its “significant role” 
in facilitating the provision of 
technical assistance as well as 
human resource development 
in the Kingdom.

According to the IMF, the 
cambodian economy could 
be expected to grow by 
around two per cent this year 
and five per cent in 2022 with 
extensive government sup-
port and a recovery in exter-
nal demand.

“the government rap-
idly redirected resources to 
healthcare while rationalis-
ing other current spending. 
It implemented a system 
of cash transfers to vulner-
able households. Loans and 
guarantees, tax breaks, wage 
subsidies, and support for 
retraining were extended to 
affected businesses.

“A slow recovery is projected. 
Staff projects growth of 2.2 per 
cent in 2021, increasing gradu-

ally to pre-crisis rates of 6.5 per 
cent after a few years. Inflation 
is expected to remain con-
tained. With non-food and en-
ergy inflation subdued, overall 
inflation is projected to contin-
ue around three per cent.

“Future growth depends 
heavily on the course of the 
pandemic. Faster contain-
ment of the virus in cambo-
dia and other countries will 
facilitate resumption of tour-
ism; slower progress would 
damage growth further.

“these risks appear skewed 
to the downside at this stage. 
risks from before the pan-
demic include the concentra-
tion of banking sector assets 
in real estate. Past droughts 
and floods have demonstrat-
ed the vulnerability to climate 
change.

“the IMF stands ready to 
support the authorities’ re-
form efforts through policy 
advice and capacity develop-
ment activities,” it said.

In late August, the IMF an-
nounced that cambodia 
would receive about $240 mil-
lion out of the International 
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) larg-
est-ever distribution of Special 
Drawing rights (SDr), equiva-
lent to some $650 billion.

the distribution will aid 
the Kingdom’s economic re-
covery and better equip it to 
contend with the devastating 
repercussions of covid-19, 
and especially the spread of 
new variants of SArS-coV-2 
– the coronavirus that causes 
the disease.

IMF sees cambodia’s
economic growth at
2%, 5% in 2021-2022

Study set to pinpoint trade 
flow bottlenecks at ports
Hin Pisei

t
He results of a crucial ongoing 
study will enable cambodia to 
set out a framework of strategies 
to enhance the efficiency of the 

trade facilitation environment and the 
Kingdom’s competitiveness on the inter-
national stage, according to General De-
partment of customs and excise (GDce) 
director-general Kun Nhem.

the customs agency, under the Minis-
try of economy and Finance, on october 
11 organised an online workshop on the 
“time release Study-2021”, in collabo-
ration with the Japanese customs and 
tariff bureau, Japan International co-
operation Agency (Jica) and the World 
customs organisation (Wco).

time release studies (trS) measure the 
average time required from the arrival of 
cargo at the port of entry until the physi-
cal release of the goods, and serve as a 
gauge for the actual performance and 
operational efficiency of border proce-
dures, including customs processes, to 
enable faster, simpler, safer and lower-
cost trade flows to benefit traders.

the workshop was organised in keep-
ing with the World trade organisation 
trade Facilitation Agreement (Wto-
tFA) and cambodia’s obligations to 
meet ASeAN requirements pertinent to 
tracking and analysing trade transaction 
costs, according to Nhem.

He told the seminar that the research 
monitors customs release times and 
pinpoints shortcomings at all stages of 
the clearance process.

“this study … will set out basic supple-
mentary recommendations for stakehold-
ers to continue to improve procedures, and 
further update the duties of each institu-
tion, to streamline and make trade facili-
tation processes more effective and boost 
cambodia’s competitiveness,” he said.

Present at the workshop were represen-
tatives of the industry, agriculture, com-
merce, health, and environment ministries 
as well as the council for the Development 
of cambodia, Sihanoukville Autonomous 
Port and Phnom Penh Autonomous Port, 
according to a press release.

Also represented at the seminar were 
the cambodia chamber of commerce, 
Japanese business Association of cambo-
dia, Garment Manufacturers Association 
in cambodia, cambodia Logistics Asso-
ciation (cLA) and development partners 
from Japan customs, Jica and the Wco.

cLA president Sin chanthy feels that he 
has gained a breadth of insight into the 
intricacies and nuances of the customs 
clearance process at the workshop.

He told The Post on october 12 that the 
event “has given us a better grasp on the 
timing of customs clearance, as an indi-
cator for measurement, in the presence of 
customs authorities of other countries”.

chanthy shared that the domestic 
transportation is generally faring better, 
on the back of successful covid-19 vacci-
nation campaigns across the Kingdom. 

He claimed that domestic transport 
activity had reached near pre-pandemic 
levels, but pointed out that shipping 
costs to distant destinations such as the 
US and the eU remain high.

the press release added that data collected 
for the study would be compiled starting in 
the fourth week of this month, with analyses 
on the results to be conducted thereafter.

Statistics cover a range of operating 
characteristics such as the issuance of li-
cences, certificates and permits and on-
site applications for import and export 
– at the airport in the capital, as well as 
Phnom Penh and Sihanoukville autono-
mous ports and a number of inland in-
termodal terminals across the Kingdom.

Nhem asserted that trSs undertaken in 
2013 and 2019 have yielded “good results”.

Time release studies (TRS) measure the average time required from the arrival of cargo at the 
port of entry until the physical release of the goods. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

cbI-Food initiative to prop up SMes human resources
May Kunmakara

tHe Ministry of Industry, Science, 
technology and Innovation on octo-
ber 11 launched the cambodia busi-
ness Incubation for Food Product 
Development (cbI-Food) programme, 
aimed to foster and strengthen quality, 
high-capacity, creative, entrepreneur-
ial and innovative human resource 
development, and promote sustaina-
ble and inclusive economic growth.

Initiated by the ministry, cbI-Food 
was developed in collaboration with 
German international development 

organisation Deutsche Gesellschaft 
fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
GmbH (GIZ) and universities.

Presiding over cbI-Food’s launch 
ceremony via video link, industry min-
ister cham Prasidh said programme 
activities would be organised with the 
support of public and private organisa-
tions, including business associations.

He said the government has taken 
great care to stabilise national eco-
nomic growth and ensure the sus-
tainable development of the country, 
especially during the covid-19 crisis, 
which has brought great devastation 

for human life and the economy.
“based on this context, the royal 

Government has shored up local busi-
nesses and small and medium-sized 
enterprises [SMe] as a priority sector 
that could help restore the national 
economic situation to health, by iden-
tifying a number of products deemed 
strategic goods by the government, to 
fulfil the daily needs of the people.

“All of these products would require 
consideration of quality and safety 
for consumers, hence this cbI-Food 
programme is very important to prop 
up and empower young entrepre-

neurs in cambodia, so that they have 
a shot at demonstrating their capa-
bilities, creativity, and the develop-
ment of high-quality and innovative 
food products that are in line with 
cambodian and international stand-
ards,” Prasidh said.

Federation of Associations for Small 
and Medium enterprises of cambo-
dia (Fasmec) president te taingpor 
highlighted the hard reality that a 
significant portion of SMes in the 
Kingdom lack the necessary know-
how and merely churn out wares that 
are “not very highly innovative”.

but an even greater proportion of 
enterprises strive to strengthen their 
capabilities and turn out more inno-
vative goods, he observed, voicing 
optimism for cbI-Food.

He said more young and women 
entrepreneurs are starting new busi-
nesses, bending over backwards to 
secure technical and other forms of 
assistance and enter into partnerships 
with government ministries and 
departments, as well as associations, 
coalitions and other NGos to ensure 
that their products are of higher qual-
ity and get ample support.
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cambodia voted
‘world’s friendliest
country’ in rough
Guides reader poll
Hin Pisei

c
AMboDIA ranked number 
one among the “World’s 
Friendliest countries”, ac-
cording to a reader poll 

conducted by London-based inter-
national website “rough Guides”.

taking submissions through twit-
ter and Facebook, “rough Guides”, 
a well-known travel agency and 
publisher of guidebooks, said the 
Kingdom “was by far the top answer 
in our poll, and a popular choice 
among staff members and rough 
Guides twitter followers alike”.

twitter handle @AndreaLeber said: 
“they’ve been through so much and 
still have a smile on their faces!”

Pacific Asia travel Associa-
tion cambodia chapter chairman 
thourn Sinan lauded the distinction 
as “good news” for the Kingdom’s 
tourism sector, especially as the 
government gears up for a reopen-
ing for vaccinated foreign tourists.

He told The Post on october 12 
that the accolade would inspire a 
great deal of foreign travellers to visit 
cambodia. “More or less, promoting 
such positivity will help make cam-
bodia’s tourism sector more visible 
and more attractive,” he said.

However, Sinan cautioned cambo-
dians not to let praise go to their heads, 
and take the time to make adequate 
preparations. “We have to remember 
that the more people compliment us, 
the harder we have to work to live up 
to those praises,” he said.

cambodia Association of travel 
Agents president chhay Sivlin point-
ed out that travellers nowadays do 
plenty of research for entertainment 
venues, accommodation, food, hos-
pitality and tourism products and 
people-friendly destinations before 
their trips.

She said the poll, coupled with 
high covid-19 vaccination rates 
would provide a lift in confidence 
for people who may be looking to 
travel or invest in the Kingdom.

“An uptick in the tourism sector 
during Pchum ben, the proportion of 
the population vaccinated, as well as 
the latest word from rough Guides 
will be driving forces in attracting 
foreign visitors, luring them to visit 
cambodia in the future,” Sivlin said.

“this is another new light for the 
redevelopment of the tourism sec-
tor in cambodia.”

rounding out the top 10 “World’s 
Friendliest countries” were, in or-
der, the Philippines, Laos, Nepal, 

thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia, Fiji, 
Scotland and Sri Lanka.

Holidaymakers made 911,147 do-
mestic trips across the Kingdom from 
october 4-10, during the main Pchum 
ben festivities, with Kampot province 
ranking as the top destination, ac-
cording to the Ministry of tourism.

the ministry noted that 904,163 
cambodians and 6,984 foreign resi-
dents visited Phnom Penh (19,777) 
and the provinces of Kampot (140,168), 
Kep (111,840), Preah Sihanouk 
(98,229), Pursat (79,678), Kampong 
cham (65,639), battambang (54,969), 
Kampong Speu (48,148), Siem reap 
(44,157), Mondulkiri (42,186), Kandal 
(32,284) and takeo (29,231).

the remaining 13 provinces saw 
144,841 visitors over the seven days, 

each with fewer than 20,000.
For the 15 days following the har-

vest moon, cambodian buddhists 
observe Pchum ben – which fell 
from September 22 to october 6 this 
year – the first 14 days of which are 
enumerated as the first-through-
14th Kan ben Days, where families 
typically gather at pagodas, bringing 
food and other offerings for monks.

the main festivities were celebrated 
from october 5-7 this year, starting 
on the 14th Kan ben Day and ending 
a day after the primary day of “great 
offering”, or ben thom, on october 6, 
which coincides with the new moon. 
the holiday is dedicated to blessing 
the spirits of the dead and is an occa-
sion for families to get together.

on June 24, US travel firm tripad-

visor Inc named a three-day discov-
ery tour across northwestern cam-
bodia’s Siem reap province as the 
world’s number one luxury tour in 
the 2021 travellers’ choice “best of 
the best” things to Do Awards.

the package includes a tour on 
the main circuit in Angkor Archaeo-
logical Park and beyond to Phnom 
Kulen National Park and its refresh-
ing waterfalls, the famous floating 
villages on tonle Sap Lake and the 
endearing banteay Srei temple – or 
“citadel of the women”, according to 
the tripadvisor website.

From January-July, cambodia re-
ceived 112,544 international visi-
tors, marking a steep decline of 90.6 
per cent year-on-year, according to 
data from the tourism ministry.

Cambodia topped London-based international website Rough Guides’ ‘World’s Friendliest Countries’ list, followed by the Philippines, 
Laos, Nepal and Thailand. CAMBODIAN HEALTH AND SMILE ORGANISATION

LAoS recorded a trade deficit 
of almost $100 million in the 
first nine months of this year, 
although the figure does not 
include earnings from the ex-
port of electricity.

the value of exports was 
recorded at $4.1 billion, while 
goods worth $4.2 billion 
were imported, according to 
the Ministry of Industry and 
commerce.

the main products export-
ed by Laos were copper ore, 
copper and copper products, 
frames and other camera 
parts, bananas, mixed gold 
(gold bars), clothing, rubber, 
sugar, cassava, raw coffee, 
sweetcorn, fruit (watermelon, 
passion fruit and tamarind) 
and processed wood.

the main items imported 
were vehicles (other than mo-
torcycles and tractors), diesel, 
mechanical equipment (other 
than motor vehicles), steel, 
steel products, magnetic steel, 
auto parts (including tyres, 
glass, chains), electrical prod-
ucts, fuel, plastics, gemstones 
and semi-precious stones, fer-
tiliser and food factory waste.

Laos’ main markets are thai-
land, china and Vietnam.

the value of two-way trade 
between Laos and thailand 
reached $640 million, while 
trade between Laos and china 
rose to $1.7 billion, and trade 
between Laos and Vietnam 

soared to about $842 million.
Despite the covid-19 pan-

demic, the government is 
making efforts to bolster trade, 
especially through the provi-
sion of better transport links.

Last year, Laos’ total trade 
value stood at $11.2 billion, 
with a trade deficit of $1 bil-
lion. Laos anticipates closer 
links with neighbouring 
countries in ASeAN, china 
and european countries, 
and hopes that the opening 
of the Laos-china railway in 
December will bring a wide 
range of trade and invest-
ment opportunities in the 
years to come.

the government is also 
working with the private sec-
tor to improve the business 
environment to attract more 
foreign trading partners and 
investors through the re-
moval of unnecessary barri-
ers and the provision of in-
centives, policies and tighter 
regulations.

Meanwhile, Laos recorded 
a trade surplus of $775 mil-
lion with china during the 
first nine months of this year 
despite bilateral trade being 
affected by the covid-19 pan-
demic.

thailand remains the coun-
try’s largest trade partner, 
while china remains Laos’ 
largest export market. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Laos records $100M
trade deficit in first
nine months of 2021

IMF board keeps Georgieva at helm
KrIStALINA Georgieva was 
secured in her job at the helm 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) on october 11, af-
ter the Washington-based cri-
sis lender’s board reaffirmed 
its confidence in the scandal-
hit bulgarian economist.

Georgieva’s role at the insti-
tution was called into ques-
tion after the September 16 
publication of the findings of 
an investigation carried out 
at the request of the ethics 
committee of the World bank, 
where Georgieva had previ-
ously held a senior role.

the investigation by law 
firm WilmerHale concluded 
that Georgieva had manipu-
lated data in favour of china 
while at the global body, 
which she has denied.

Drawn out uncertainty over 
whether Georgieva would keep 
her job ended on october 11 
when the IMF board said it “re-
affirms its full confidence in the 
managing director’s leadership 
and ability to continue to effec-
tively carry out her duties”.

“the executive board con-
sidered that the information 
presented in the course of its 
review did not conclusively 
demonstrate that the manag-
ing director played an improp-
er role regarding the Doing 
business 2018 report when 
she was ceo of the World 
bank,” its statement read.

the board added it would 
“meet to consider possible 
additional steps to ensure the 
strength of institutional safe-
guards”.

WilmerHale’s controversial 

findings centre on the drafting 
of the 2018 and 2020 editions 
of the World bank report that 
ranks countries according to 
their ease of doing business.

the push came while bank 
leadership was engaged in 
sensitive negotiations with 
beijing over increasing the 
bank’s lending capital.

Uncertainty over Georgieva’s 
future threatened to overshad-
ow the IMF and World bank 
fall meetings that kicked off 
on october 11, with Georgieva 
due to speak during a round-
table and give a press confer-
ence on october 13.

the storm at the top of the 
fund could pull focus from 
topics nominally at the top of 
the agenda, such as threats to 
global economic growth and 
helping countries bounce back 
from the covid-19 pandemic.

Georgieva welcomed the 
IMF board’s statement, reit-
erating that the allegations 
were “unfounded”.

“this has obviously been a 
difficult episode for me per-

sonally,” said the 68-year-old, 
who took the helm of the IMF 
in october 2019 after chris-
tine Lagarde departed to lead 
the european central bank.

“I want to express my un-
yielding support for the inde-
pendence and integrity of insti-
tutions such as the World bank 
and IMF, and my respect for all 
those committed to protecting 
the values on which these or-
ganisations are founded,” she 
said in a statement.

the investigation has deep-
ly divided the 24 members of 
the IMF’s executive board.

While France, britain and 
other european countries ex-
pressed their support for Geor-
gieva, the US has been more 
reluctant to keep her in post.

It was only at the end of 
nearly four weeks of discus-
sions that Washington agreed 
to retain Georgieva.

In a separate october 11 
statement, the US treasury said 
Secretary Janet Yellen spoke 
with Georgieva “to discuss the 
serious issues raised by the in-

vestigation”, emphasising that 
“the report raised legitimate is-
sues and concerns”.

Yellen said her “priority is 
to preserve the integrity and 
credibility of the World bank 
and the IMF”.

She said the treasury 
agreed with some IMF board 
members that “absent further 
direct evidence with regard to 
the role of the Managing Di-
rector there is not a basis for a 
change in IMF leadership.”

but she added that the trea-
sury would “monitor follow-
up closely, evaluate any new 
facts or findings, and that the 
WilmerHale report does un-
derscore the need for share-
holders to be vigilant in de-
fending the integrity of both 
the bank and the Fund”.

Georgieva was the only can-
didate to lead the IMF after 
Lagarde’s departure, which tra-
ditionally is led by a european.

the institution had to 
change its bylaws to approve 
her appointment because she 
was over the age limit of 65 
years old.

Until then, she had spent 
most of her career at the 
World bank, becoming its 
chief executive in 2017.

Georgieva is a native of Sofia, 
where she taught economics 
for 26 years and built up envi-
ronmental experience with a 
focus on agriculture and sus-
tainable development.

Her main priorities at the IMF 
have been fighting inequality 
and climate change, as well as 
better integration of women 
into the economy. AFP

The IMF Executive Board reaffirmed its ‘full confidence’ in the 
Washington-based crisis lender’s chief, Kristalina Georgieva. AFP
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t
Hree US-based aca-
demics on october 
11 won the Nobel 
economics Prize for 

research on the labour market 
using “natural experiments”, 
or observational studies, that 
have revolutionised empiri-
cal research in the field, the 
jury said.

canadian-American David 
card, Israeli-American Joshua 
Angrist and Dutch-American 
Guido Imbens shared the prize 
for providing “new insights 
about the labour market” and 
showing “what conclusions 
about cause and effect can be 
drawn from natural experi-
ments”, the Nobel committee 
said in a statement.

the economics Prize 
wrapped up a male-dominat-
ed 2021 Nobel season which 
saw a total of 12 men win 
prizes and only one woman.

card won half of the 10-
million-kronor ($1.1 million) 
prize for work focused on the 
labour market effects of mini-
mum wages, immigration 
and education.

the canadian-born profes-
sor at University of california 
at berkeley commented on 
the honour in a self-effacing 
manner, saying in a state-
ment that his “contributions 
are pretty modest”.

In natural experiments, 
researchers study the result 
of chance events or policy 
changes on groups of people, 
unlike other experiments 
where scientists have control 
over their subjects.

“Most old-fashioned econo-
mists are very theoretical, but 
these days, a large fraction of 
economics is really very nuts-
and-bolts, looking at subjects 
like education or health, or at 
the effects of immigration,” 
card said in a statement pub-
lished by his university.

“these are really very, very 
simple things. So, my big con-
tribution was to oversimplify 
the field,” he added.

card’s studies from the early 
1990s, where he evaluated the 
effects of a raised minimum 

wage in the US state of New 
Jersey, showed for example that 
raising the minimum wage does 
not necessarily lead to fewer jobs.

Focusing on fast-food work-
ers, card used the eastern part 
of Pennsylvania state, which 
has a similar labour market, 
as a control group.

card also used other natu-
ral experiments – such as the 
sudden influx of 125,000 cu-
bans to the US in 1980 – to 
study the impact of immigra-
tion and education.

the Nobel committee noted 
that “we now know that the 
incomes of people who were 
born in a country can benefit 
from new immigration, while 
people who immigrated at an 
earlier time risk being nega-
tively affected.

“We have also realised that 
resources in schools are far 
more important for students’ 
future labour market success 
than was previously thought.”

However, data from natural 
experiments are difficult to 
interpret.

For their work helping to 
solve that methodological 
problem, the other half of the 
prize went jointly to Angrist, 
61, a professor at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of technol-

ogy (MIt), and Imbens, a 58-
year-old professor at Stanford.

In research they conducted 
in the mid-1990s, they dem-
onstrated how “precise con-
clusions about cause and 
effect can be drawn”, and 
specifically what conclusions 
can be drawn.

the framework they devel-
oped has been widely adopt-
ed by researchers who work 
with observational data.

“by clarifying the assump-
tions necessary to establish 
a causal relationship, their 
framework has also increased 
the transparency – and thus 
credibility – of empirical re-
search,” the committee said.

the three economists know 
each other well, and Angrist 
told the Nobel Foundation 
that card had made a strong 
impression on him when he 
was one of card’s graduate 
students.

“I’m lucky to have been able 
to work with them and learn 
from them,” said Angrist, who 
has also worked closely with 
Imbens.

“Josh Angrist was actually 
the best man at my wedding 
so he is a good friend, both 
professionally and person-
ally, and I’m just thrilled to 

share the prize with him and 
David,” Imbens told reporters 
during a phone interview fol-
lowing the announcement.

the three laureates “have 
revolutionised empirical 
work in economics. they 
have shown that it’s indeed 
possible to answer impor-
tant questions, even when it’s 
not possible to conduct ran-
domised experiments”, No-
bel committee member eva 
Mork told reporters.

Last year, the honour went 
to US economists Paul Mil-
grom and robert Wilson for 
their work on theories of auc-
tions as well as inventing new 
auction formats.

Like this year, the econom-
ics Prize has been male-dom-
inated. It has only been pre-
sented to two women since 
it was first awarded in 1969 
– elinor ostrom in 2009 and 
esther Duflo in 2019.

the only woman to win a 
Nobel Prize this year is in-
vestigative journalist Maria 
ressa of the Philippines, who 
shared the Peace Prize with 
Dmitry Muratov of russia for 
their work promoting free-
dom of expression at a time 
when liberty of the press is in-
creasingly under threat. AFP

Discovery of a ‘new’
gemstone turns coal
to gold for Japan firm

VN gov’t signs decision on special investment incentives

AN AMber processing com-
pany in Kuji city of Japan’s 
Iwate prefecture has success-
fully commercialised fashion 
accessories made from a local-
ly unearthed gemstone that 
local miners didn’t even know 
they had until recently.

Kuji Amber creates jewellery 
using jet, a type of coal that is 
also a gemstone. the company 
began making accessories out 
of the mineraloid, with sales 
starting on September 1. the 
products, branded as “Kuji jet” 
sold out almost immediately.

According to the company, 
Kuji is the only place in Japan 
that currently mines jet, and 
in mid-october, it has sched-
uled a meeting in Japanese 
capital tokyo with vendors 
from across the country to 
increase sales channels.

Miners in Kuji had been dis-
posing of jet as unburnable coal. 
the gemstone is fossilised peat, 
and it is mined from the same 
90-million-year-old stratum as 
the amber found in the city. It is 
also called black amber.

However, around 2014, on 
the advice of an appraiser vis-
iting Kuji Amber, an investiga-
tion revealed that the coal was 
valuable.

Many have high hopes that 
jet will become a third local 
underground resource, after 
amber and dinosaur fossils.

the gemstone is in high 
demand in europe and the US, 
partially influenced by england’s 

Queen Victoria’s penchant for 
wearing jewellery made from 
the mineraloid for a long time 
after her husband’s death.

Kuji Amber began develop-
ment of jet accessories in 2016, 
which proved difficult because 
Kuji jet cracks easily when 
mined.

the company decided to use 
its amber processing technol-
ogy to solve the problem. by 
mixing amber with jet, the 
company succeeded in mak-
ing the mineraloid stronger, 
less impure and more lustrous 
than jet from overseas.

A total of 170 products, 
including pendants, earrings, 
necklaces, bracelets and 
prayer beads, went on sale on 
September 1 at retailers and 
on the company’s website and 
flew off the shelves.

“I was surprised at the popu-
larity of the products,” said 
Hisao Shinden, president of 
the company. “We’d like to 
make it our number-two prod-
uct after amber.”

Kuji Amber plans to produce 
20,000-30,000 items a year but, 
for now, supply cannot keep 
up with demand.

“the high quality of our 
products is sure to catch the 
attention of traders,” Shinden 
said. “In the future, we’d like to 
expand the possibilities of this 
type of jet by selling it overseas 
and setting it on watches and 
stationery.” THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VIetNAMeSe Standing Dep-
uty Prime Minister Pham 
binh Minh has signed Deci-
sion No 29/2021/QD-ttg of 
the Prime Minister on special 
investment incentives.

the decision provides the 
levels, duration, and condi-
tions for the application of 
s p e c i a l  i nc ent i v e s for 
investment projects speci-
fied in clause 2, Article 20 

of the Law on Investment.
the decision offers many spe-

cial investment incentives such 
as corporate income tax, land 
rent, and water surface rent.

of these, the preferential tax 
rate of nine per cent for a peri-
od of 30 years applies to 
incomes of economic organi-
sations from the implementa-
tion of investment projects that 
fall into the categories specified 
in Point b, clause 2, Article 20 
of the Law on Investment.

the preferential tax rate of 
seven per cent for a period of 
33 years applies to income 
from investment projects in 
one of the following cases: 
newly established investment 
projects (including the expan-
sion of such projects); innova-
tion centres; research and 
development centres with a 
total investment capital of 
three trillion dong ($130 mil-

lion) or more, disbursing at least 
one trillion dong within three 
years from the date of issuance 
of the investment registration 
certificate or decision on 
approval of investment policy.

the preferential tax rate of 
seven per cent is also applied 
for investment projects that 
fall within the categories spec-
ified in Point b, clause 2, Arti-
cle 20 of the Law on Invest-
ment and meets one of the 
following four criteria: being a 
level 1 high-tech project; Viet-
namese enterprises participat-
ing in the value chain of level 
1; added value accounts for 
over 30 per cent to 40 per cent 
of the total cost of final output 
products provided by eco-
nomic organisations; and 
meeting the criteria for tech-
nology transfer level 1.

the preferential tax rate of 
five per cent for a period of 37 

years applies to income from 
the activities of an object or an 
investment project in one of 
the following cases: national 
innovation centre established 
under a decision of the Prime 
Minister and investment 
projects that fall within the 
categories specified in Point b, 
clause 2, Article 20 of the Law 
on Investment.

these projects must meet one 
of the following four criteria: a 
level 2 high-tech project; Viet-
namese enterprises participat-
ing in the level 2 value chains; 
added value accounts for over 
40 per cent of the total cost of 
final output products provided 
by economic organisations; and 
meeting the criteria for technol-
ogy transfer level 2.

According to clause 2, Arti-
cle 20 of the Law on Invest-
ment, the beneficiaries of spe-
cial investment incentives and 

support include new invest-
ment projects (including the 
expansion of such projects) of 
innovation centres, research 
and development centres with 
total investment capital of 
three trillion dong or more; 
disbursing at least one trillion 
dong within three years from 
the date of issuance of the 
investment registration cer-
tificate or approval of invest-
ment policy; national innova-
tion centre established under 
the Prime Minister’s decision.

the beneficiaries also include 
investment projects in industries 
with special investment incen-
tives with an investment capital 
of 30 trillion dong or more, dis-
bursing at least 10 trillion dong 
within three years from the date 
of issuance of the investment 
registration certificates or 
approval for investment guide-
lines. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

‘Natural experiments’ earn
trio Nobel economics Prize

Researchers Guido Imbens (left), Joshua Angrist (centre) and David Card were  honoured for providing ‘new 
insights about the labour market’. AFP

A necklace (right) and prayer beads made of ‘Kuji jet’ are seen in Kuji 
city of Japan’s Iwate prefecture, in September. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

An artist’s rendition of the National Innovation Centre (NIC) in Vietnam-
ese capital Hanoi. NIc
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AlreAdy along the road 
towards becoming a 
“knowledge society”, 
Cambodia continues to 

strengthen the education sector so its 
citizens are equipped with the skills 
necessary for the 21st Century. 

Teachers will therefore be 
continuously prepared to respond 
effectively and efficiently to students’ 
learning needs. 

In this regard, the Ministry of 
education, youth and Sport (MoeyS) 
has been introducing training and 
capacity building for teachers through 
a number of strategies. 

This article focuses on the online 
webinar series on the use of new 
technologies for online teaching, the 
Cambodian National Qualifications 
Framework, the Teacher Career 
Pathways Framework, and the 
selection of outstanding teachers for 
the Samdech Techo Sen Award.

In the context of the Covid-19 
pandemic, both in the Kingdom and 
across the world, online and distance 
learning and teaching has become 
an even more necessary means for 
education. 

In response to this situation, the 
Ministry of education, with the 
department of Information Technology 
as its technical department, has 
organised online webinar series to 
support educators and school teachers 
to continue sustainability and the 
improvement of education service 
provision for students. 

MoeyS has this year been 
organising online webinar series under 
the following key topics: 
•	 E-Education	Forum	for	Primary	and	

Secondary education; 
•	 Online	and	distance	teaching	

methods using Google Workspace 
for education; 

•	 The	use	of	technology	to	promote	
blended learning in the Covid-19 
context; 

•	 Convenient	ways	for	producing	
digital educational content; 

•	 The	basics	of	data	literacy;	
•	 Internet	security	within	Covid-19	

contexts. 

This series of online distance 
training courses are designed for 
education personnel at the education, 
youth and Sport departments and 
Offices	across	the	country,	school	
leaders, and teachers from elementary 
to high school levels, within the 
framework of the Ministry of 
education.

Through the efforts of MoeyS, the 
online webinar series, as launched in 
March this year, has made remarkable 
achievements. 

The webinar series participants 
have gained important knowledge 
to serve the teaching and learning 
processes with students in their 
schools or institutions. 

These include:
•	 Using	Google	Workspace	for	

education in managing digital 
education content, preparing lessons, 
monthly and semester test questions, 
and preparing online teaching for 
students; 

•	 Appropriately	using	their	official	
email account as provided by the 
Ministry of education; 

•	 Using	the	MoEYS	E-Learning	App	
via their smartphones or laptops, 
and introducing the the e-learning 
platform to their students; 

•	 Searching	for	educational	content	
in the Khmer language in the Krou 
Cambodia sub-website (krou.moeys.
gov.kh)	and	in	English	on	the	Open	
education resources website (oer.
moeys.gov.kh) of the Ministry of 
education; 

•	 Finding	instructional	videos	for	
primary and secondary education 
by grade level and subject on the 
MoeyS youtube channel (youtube.
com/moeyscambodia);

•	 Using	the	official	social	media	
network of the Ministry of 
education, including the official 
Krou Cambodia Facebook page; 

•	 Joining	the	MoEYS	Telegram	
Channel to receive the latest 
tutorials and videos.

Additionally, in order to contribute 
to consistency in education and 
training in the Kingdom, the 
Cambodian National Qualifications 
Framework is also an essential element 
for quality assurance purposes and the 
recognition system. 

The purposes of establishing the 
Cambodian National Qualifications 
Framework are to: 
•	 Provide	nationally	consistent	

recognition of outcomes achieved in 
each qualification of education and 
training;

•	 Help	with	developing	flexible	
pathways which assist people to 
move more easily between the 
education and training sectors, 
and between those sectors and the 
labour market by providing a basis 
for recognition of prior learning, 
including credit transfers, experience 
and current competency; 

•	 Offer	flexibility	to	suit	the	diverse	
purposes of education and training; 

•	 Encourage	individuals	to	progress	
through education and training by 
improving access to qualifications, 
clearly defining avenues for 
achievement, and generally 
contributing to lifelong learning; 

•	 Encourage	a	provision	of	more	
and higher quality vocational 
education and training 
through qualifications that 
meet individual, workplace 
and vocational needs, thus 
contributing to national economic 
performance; 

•	 Promote	national	and	international	
recognition of qualifications offered 
in the Kingdom of Cambodia; 

•	 Facilitate	regional	mobilisation	of	a	
skilled workforce. 

The National Qualifications 
Framework outlines common features 
and key differences between two areas 
– higher education, and technical and 
vocational training. 

There are eight levels of 
qualifications for technical and 
vocational education and training. 
The first four of these levels lead to 
a vocational certificate and technical 

vocational certificates 1, 2, and 3,and 
they are regarded as equivalent to 
secondary education in standard. 

The remaining four levels are 
considered for post-secondary 
education, including master’s degree/
associate degree in technology/
specialisation; bachelor’s degree in 
technology/specialisation, diploma 
in engineering; master’s degree in 
technology/specialisation; and doctoral 
degree in technology/specialisation. 

The entry level for higher 
education refers to the successful 
completion of secondary education, 
and the higher education framework 
has four qualification levels including 
associate degree, bachelor’s degree, 
and master’s degree, culminating with 
doctoral degree.

Teacher Career Pathways are 
organised by the Ministry of education 
based on global trends in professional 
practice in developed and regional 
countries, aiming to strengthen 
quality of educational staff, especially 
teachers, school leaders and education 
specialists to respond to national and 
international economic and social 
changes and address education issues.

Teacher Career Pathways is an 
important instrument to address issues 
of teacher shortage or surplus.

The framework on Teacher Career 
Pathways covers all teachers, school 
leaders and education specialists in the 
Ministry of education. 

For the teaching profession, the 
career path is designed for teachers 
who are dedicated to teaching students 
in classrooms, have a strong will and 
commitment to students progressing in 
school and later work life. 

There are three levels of titles 
for teachers to earn – distinguished 
teacher; master teacher; and lead 
teacher.

To achieve professional promotion, 
teachers must be evaluated through 
two mechanisms. The first is 
through annual evaluation, which is 
divided into four stages and focuses 
on professional competence and 
achievement of annual professional 
development practice.

The second is through the 
assessment of career pathways, 
based on five criteria – qualification 
level; experience or seniority; job 
performance; job quality and student 
achievement; and professional 
performance. 

The mechanism of each evaluation 
is determined by detailed indicators.

In order to further encourage 
excellent teachers, and strengthen the 
quality and efficiency of teaching, 
the Ministry of education issued 
Prakas	No761	dated	July	26,	2016	on	
“determination Principles, Criteria and 
Procedures for evaluating Good School 
Principals and Good teachers for 
Awards and Incentives at the Annual 
education Conferences”. 

each academic year, the Ministry 
of education selects five outstanding 
teachers to award prizes and incentives 
to. The award each academic year 
is named the “Samdech Techo Sen 
Award”. 

The evaluation and selection of 
outstanding teachers must follow 
two procedures. The first is the 
establishment of an evaluation 
committee to award and promote 
the effective performance of teachers 
based on the “Teacher Professional 
Standards”.	(See	the	July	7,	2021	
“Teacher Professional Standards” 
article in The Phnom Penh Post.)

The second is the phase of 
evaluating teachers. It should also be 
noted that the composition and duties 
of the evaluation Committee and the 
procedures of the evaluation process 
are also set out in Prakas No761.

By setting out and operationalising 
the Cambodian National 
Qualifications Framework, the Teacher 
Career Pathways, the selection of 
outstanding teachers for Samdech 
Techo Sen Award each academic year, 
the Ministry of education continues 
to strengthen the qualifications of 
teachers.

This is complemented by the online 
webinar series on the use of new 
technologies for online teaching, which 
has been playing an important role 
in contributing to implementation of 
education reform in the Kingdom. 

MoEYS strengthening teachers’ 
qualifications for online learning

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport has introduced online distance training courses. suPPlied

With Covid-19, online and distance learning has become even more necessary in education. suPPlied
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t
He leader of nuclear-armed 
North Korea, Kim Jong-un, 
has blamed the US for ten-
sions on the peninsula, state 

media reported on october 12.
the US is the “root cause” of instabil-

ity, he said in an opening speech at a de-
fence exhibition, according to the official 
Korean central News Agency (KcNA).

Pyongyang is under multiple inter-
national sanctions over its banned 
nuclear weapons and ballistic missile 
programmes, which have made rapid 
progress under Kim.

In 2017 it tested missiles that can 
reach the whole of the continental US 
and carried out by far its most pow-
erful nuclear explosion to date, and 
Pyongyang says it needs its arsenal to 
protect itself against a US invasion.

the biden administration has re-
peatedly stated that it has no hostile 
intent towards the North, but Kim told 
the “Self-Defence 2021” exhibition: “I 
am very curious if there are people or 
countries who believe that.”

“there is no basis in their actions 
for believing that it is not hostile,” he 
added, according to KcNA.

Kim’s address came after the North 
in recent weeks tested a long-range 
cruise missile and what it said was a 
hypersonic weapon.

In 2018, Kim became the first North 
Korean leader ever to meet a sitting 
US president at the headline-grabbing 
Singapore summit.

but the talks process has been largely 
at a standstill since a second meeting in 
Hanoi the following year collapsed over 
sanctions relief and what Pyongyang 
would be willing to give up in return.

the biden administration has said 
it is willing to meet North Korean of-
ficials at any time or place, without 

preconditions, in its efforts to seek de-
nuclearisation.

Washington and Seoul are security 
allies and Washington stations around 
28,500 troops in the South to defend it 
against its neighbour, which invaded 
in 1950.

the South and the US held joint 

military exercises in August. the war-
games always infuriate Pyongyang, 
which decries them as preparations 
for invasion.

the South has been stepping up its 
own military capabilities, successfully 
testing its first submarine-launched 
ballistic missile last month and re-

vealing a supersonic cruise missile.
Kim accused the South of hypocrisy, 

saying their “unrestricted and danger-
ous attempts to strengthen military 
power are destroying the military bal-
ance on the Korean peninsula and in-
creasing military instability and dan-
ger”. AFP

Iraq claims
arrest of IS
finance chief
‘in turkey’

Merck seeks US authorisation for covid pill

IrAQ has captured the alleged 
finance chief of the Islamic 
State (IS) group, Sami Jasim al-
Jaburi, who was sought by the 
US, in an operation abroad, 
Iraqi authorities said on octo-
ber 11.

Jaburi, also the suspected 
former deputy to the late IS 
leader Abu bakr al-baghdadi, 
was arrested “in turkey”, a senior 
Iraqi military source told AFP 
without elaborating.

Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhemi had earlier announced 
on twitter that Jaburi was 
arrested by the intelligence 
services “outside the borders” 
of Iraq, in a “complex external 
operation”, without naming the 
location.

It was not immediately clear 
if turkish authorities were 
involved and there was no 
immediate reaction from 
Ankara.

the US had offered a reward 
of up to $5 million for the cap-
ture of Jaburi.

the US rewards for Justice 
programme said Jaburi had 
“reportedly served as the equiv-
alent of … finance minister [for 
IS], supervising the group’s 
revenue-generating operations 
from illicit sales of oil, gas, antiq-
uities and minerals”.

In September 2015, the US 
treasury Department labelled 
Jaburi as a Specially Designated 
Global terrorist.

IS took over one third of Iraq 
in a lightning offensive in 2014, 
expanding their self-declared 
“caliphate” stretching across 
the Syrian border.

Iraq’s government declared 
victory against the jihadists in 
late 2017 after a grinding mili-
tary campaign backed by a US-
led military coalition.

baghdadi was killed in a raid 
by US special forces in north-
western Syria in october 
2019.

IS sleeper cells still periodi-
cally launch attacks in Iraq, 
against both the security forces 
and civilians.

According to an official from 
the US-led coalition who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, IS 
is now “stretched” financially 
and its operations in Iraq are 
“very localised”. AFP

US PHArMAceUtIcAL giant Merck on 
october 11 applied for emergency use 
authorisation of its oral anti-covid drug 
in the US, a major step towards finding 
a simple pill to treat the disease.

Merck has submitted the application 
for molnupiravir, which it said earlier 
this month was shown to reduce hospi-
talisations by 50 per cent.

It also prevented 100 per cent of deaths 
compared to a placebo, but the sample 
size was relatively small and the figure 
can’t yet be reliably extrapolated.

Merck, which is called MSD outside 
the US and canada, said it was working 
“with regulatory agencies worldwide to 
submit applications for emergency use 
or marketing authorisation in the com-
ing months”.

“the extraordinary impact of this 
pandemic demands that we move with 
unprecedented urgency,” robert Davis, 
the company’s ceo and president said 
in the statement.

“that is what our teams have done by 
submitting this application for mol-
nupiravir to the FDA [Food and Drug 
Administration] within 10 days of 
receiving the data,” he added.

In a late stage clinical trial, Merck and 
its partner ridgeback biotherapeutics 
evaluated data from around 770 patients 
– roughly half of whom received either 
a five-day course of the pill, while the 
other received a placebo.

All the patients had lab-confirmed 
covid-19 with symptoms that devel-
oped within five days of them being 

assigned to their respective groups.
of the patients who received mol-

nupiravir, 7.3 per cent were hospitalised 
by day 29, compared to 14.1 per cent of 
those on a placebo – a relative risk 
reduction of around 50 per cent.

Importantly, no deaths were reported 
in patients who received molnupiravir, 
as compared to eight deaths in patients 
who received placebo.

efficacy was said to hold up against 
variants of concern, including Delta, 
and the drug had a good safety profile.

Merck said in the statement that it 
expects to produce 10 million five-day-
courses of treatment by the end of 2021, 
with more courses expected to be pro-
duced in 2022.

the US has procured 1.7 million cours-
es of molnupiravir should it be approved, 
with the option to buy more, and global 
health agency Unitaid has said it was 
working with a partnership called Act-
Accelerator to secure supply for low- and 
middle-income countries.

Merck said it “plans to implement a 
tiered pricing approach based on World 
bank country income criteria to reflect 
countries’ relative ability to finance their 
health response to the pandemic”.

the company said that, pending 
authorisations, it has also signed non-
exclusive voluntary licensing agree-
ments for molnupiravir with estab-
lished Indian generic manufacturers 
to accelerate the drug’s availability in 
more than 100 low- and middle-in-
come countries.

A simple pill to treat the coronavirus 
has been sought since the start of the 
pandemic and october 8’s announce-
ment was hailed as a major step towards 
that goal.

Until now, covid therapeutics such as 
monoclonal antibodies and Gilead’s 
remdesivir have been administered 
intravenously.

but experts have said it is not a mira-
cle cure and should complement vac-
cines, not replace them.

they have also cautioned it would be 
critical to administer the drug early for 
it to be effective.

Since it isn’t always clear who is at 
risk for developing severe disease, it 
would have the greatest impact if it 

were cheap enough and safe enough 
to distribute widely.

Molnupiravir belongs to a class of 
antiviral drugs called polymerase inhib-
itors, which work by targeting an 
enzyme that viruses need to copy their 
genetic material, and introducing muta-
tions that leave them unable to replicate 
– known as “error catastrophe”.

Such drugs are expected to be more 
variant-proof than monoclonal antibody 
treatments, which target a surface protein 
of the virus that is continually evolving.

Molnupiravir was initially developed 
as an inhibitor of influenza and respira-
tory syncytial virus, two other impor-
tant acute respiratory infections, by a 
team at emory University. AFP

NK’s Kim: US ‘root cause’ of tensions

North Korea’s nuclear weapons and ballistic missile programmes have made rapid progress under leader Kim Jong-un. KCNA

Sami Jasim al-Jaburi, the alleged 
finance chief of the Islamic State (IS) 
group, arrested by intelligence 
services. BAGHDAD OPERATIONS COMMAND

Capsules of the experimental anti-Covid drug molnupiravir, for which Merck is seeking 
emergency use authorisation in the US. MERCK
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ASEAN

I
NDoNeSIA is determined to 
prove to the world its “ability to 
keep covid-19 pandemic under 
control” as it prepares to as-

sume, for the first time, the Group 
of 20 (G20) presidency from Decem-
ber and to host the G20 summit next 
year.

Italy will officially hand over the 
year-long presidency to Southeast 
Asia’s largest economy at the G20 
summit in rome in end-october.

Indonesia’s presidency will run 
from December 1, 2021 to November 
30, 2022.

on october 8, President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo visited the popular 
resort island of bali, where the 17th 
G20 summit will be held next year, 
and expressed his satisfaction with 
the preparations. the G20 is a forum 
comprising most of the biggest de-
veloped and developing economies, 
including the US, china and Japan, 
along with brazil, South Africa and 
India.

bali has the reputation and the ex-
perience in organising international 
events and “as the host we want to 
serve our guests well”, Jokowi said.

“We must seize the opportunity 
to showcase our country’s ability to 
control the covid-19 pandemic, both 
health-wise and economic. We also 
want to show the progress we have 
achieved … and our leadership.”

A series of cumulative meetings 
over the year are expected to bring 

together thousands of delegates from 
all member countries and various 
international institutions, a foreign 
ministry statement said.

Foreign minister retno Marsudi 
last month said promoting inclu-
sivity will be on the agenda for the 
meeting, which will bear the theme 

“together, recover Stronger”.
Indonesia, she said “will not only 

pay attention to the interests of G20 
members, but also the interests of 
developing countries” in Asia, Af-
rica and Latin America, including 
small island countries in the Pa-
cific and the caribbean.

Indonesia will also embrace the 
involvement of various groups of 
women, youth, academics, the busi-
ness world and Parliament, she 
added.

“this is indeed the DNA of Indo-
nesia’s foreign policies,” said the 
minister.

Indonesia’s economic growth has 
taken a beating due to the pandem-
ic, with its gross domestic product 
(GDP) falling 2.1 per cent in 2020, its 
first negative growth in more than 
20 years.

At the peak of its pandemic in July, 
daily cases exceeded 50,000, spurred 
by mass travel during the Hari raya 
Aidilfitri (eid al-Fitr) Muslim holi-
days and the spread of the virulent 
Delta variant.

Social curbs were imposed in mid-
July and since the beginning of oc-
tober, daily infections have fallen to 
below 2,200.

coordinating economic minister 
Airlangga Hartarto told a briefing last 
month that the G20 summit could 
potentially raise domestic consump-
tion by up to 1.7 trillion rupiah ($120 
million), add up to 7.47 trillion rupi-
ah in GDP and create 33,000 jobs in 
various sectors.

Indonesia hopes to showcase sever-
al structural reforms, such as the om-
nibus law on job creation meant to 
simplify regulations on investments, 
as well as the creation of a sovereign 
wealth fund which will facilitate lo-
cal and foreign investment to help fi-
nance development programmes.

Airlangga said: “Surely this will 
boost confidence from global inves-
tors to accelerate our economic re-
covery and encourage mutually ben-
eficial global partnerships.” THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

critic’s Nobel win ‘not a slap’ on Duterte: spokesman

thailand to reopen to jabbed tourists from Nov: PM

A toP aide to Philippines President rod-
rigo Duterte on october 11 said the award-
ing of the Nobel Peace Prize to journalist 
and government critic Maria ressa was 
“proof” that “press freedom is alive” in the 
country.

ressa, co-founder of news website rap-
pler, and russian journalist Dmitry Mura-
tov were awarded the prize on october 8 
for their efforts to “safeguard freedom of 
expression”.

Since Duterte took power in 2016, res-
sa and rappler have faced a series of 
criminal charges and investigations in 
what media advocates describe as state 
harassment over their reporting, includ-
ing on the government’s deadly drug 
war.

Duterte has called rappler a “fake news 
outlet”, and ressa has been the target of 
abusive messages online.

“It’s a victory for a Filipina and we’re very 
happy for that,” Duterte’s spokesman, 
Harry roque, told a regular briefing.

“Press freedom is alive and the proof is 
the Nobel Prize award to Maria ressa,” 
roque said, in the presidential palace’s first 
public comments on the award.

Philippine press groups and rights activ-
ists have hailed ressa’s prize as a “triumph” 
in a country ranked as one of the world’s 
most dangerous for journalists.

ressa, 58, told AFP in an interview on 
october 9 that she was still battling seven 
court cases, including an appeal of a cyber 
libel conviction, for which she faces up to 
six years in prison.

two other cyber libel cases were dis-
missed earlier this year.

ressa, who is also a US citizen, said she 
hoped the prize would help shield her and 
other journalists in the Philippines against 

physical attacks and online threats.
“this ‘us against them’ was never the 

creation of the journalists, it was the crea-
tion of the people in power who wanted to 
use a type of leadership that divides soci-
ety,” ressa said.

“I hope … this allows journalists to do 
our jobs well without fear.”

roque denied the government had cre-
ated a “chilling effect” for media outlets, 
saying anyone who claimed that “should 
not be a journalist”.

He also rejected suggestions that ressa’s 
Nobel Prize was “a slap” for the govern-
ment, insisting “no one has ever been cen-
sored in the Philippines”.

“Maria ressa still has to clear her name 
before our courts,” roque said, calling her 
a “convicted felon”.

“We leave it to our courts to decide on 
her fate.” AFP

tHAILAND plans to fully reo-
pen to vaccinated tourists from 
countries deemed low risk from 
November 1, the country’s 
leader said on october 11, cit-
ing the urgent need to save the 
kingdom’s ailing economy.

before the pandemic, thai-
land attracted nearly 40 million 
visitors a year drawn to its pic-
turesque beaches and robust 
nightlife, with tourism making 
up almost 20 per cent of its 
national income.

but covid-related travel 
restrictions have left the econ-
omy battered, contributing to 
its worst performance in more 
than 20 years.

Prime Minister Prayut chan-
o-cha announced on october 
11 that the country will be reo-
pening its borders to vaccinat-
ed tourists travelling by air 
from “low risk countries”.

the 10 nations considered 
low risk include britain, the 
US, china, Germany and  
Singapore.

“When they arrive, they 
should present a [negative] 
covid test … and test once again 
upon arrival,” the prime minis-
ter said in a televised address.

After getting a negative test, 
“they can travel freely like 
thais”, he said.

His announcement signifi-
cantly loosens up current 
restrictions in place for vacci-
nated tourists, who must 
undergo at least seven days 
hotel quarantine.

thailand’s so-called “sandbox” 
scheme in Phuket – which allows 
vaccinated tourists to move 
freely around the popular beach 
island – currently requires them 
to remain there for a week.

Visitors outside of thailand’s 

designated 10 low-risk coun-
tries are welcome, “but they 
have to be in quarantine”, said 
Prayut, adding that more 
nations would be added to the 
greenlit list in December.

earlier this year Prayut had 
vowed the country would reo-
pen in october, stating its vac-
cination campaign would be 
sped up to reach 70 per cent of 
the population.

to date, 48 per cent of thais 
nationwide have received at 
least a single vaccine dose, 
while more than 30 per cent 
have double-jabbed, health 
officials said on october 11.

the capital bangkok – once 
famed for its nightlife – is still 
currently under a nighttime 
curfew, as well as a booze ban 
in bars and restaurants.

Prayut on october 11 said 
authorities will “consider allow-

ing alcoholic drinks in restau-
rants and reopening entertain-
ment venues under strict health 
measures” during the New 
Year’s eve period – previously a 
money-maker for the king-
dom’s tourism sector.

He acknowledged his deci-
sion to reopen in less than a 
month came with the risk of 
more coronavirus cases.

“but I think the people will 
not be able to stand it if they 
have to lose a second chance at 
this business opportunity,” the 
premier said, pointing to coun-
tries like britain and Australia 
loosening their travel restric-
tions.

“the time has come for us to 
ready ourselves to face the coro-
navirus and live with it … much 
as we have learnt to live with 
other diseases with treatments 
and vaccinations,” he said.

Last year, thailand lost about 
$50 billion in tourism revenue as 
foreign arrivals plunged 83 per 
cent to 6.7 million, from a record 
39.9 million two years ago.

the kingdom is still register-

ing about 10,000 new cases a 
day – largely fuelled by the 
highly contagious Delta vari-
ant. It has more than 1.7 mil-
lion cases to date and has 
recorded 17,751 dead. AFP

Indonesia readies for G20 presidency

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo with the First Lady in Ngurah Rai Raya Forest Park, Bali, where the 17th Group of 20 
(G20) summit will be held in 2022. JOKOWI VIA FACEBOOK

Philippine journalist Maria Ressa, after her arrest in 2019, says she hopes 
her Nobel Peace Prize helps shield her and other journalists. AFP

Before the pandemic, Thailand attracted nearly 40 million visitors a 
year drawn to its picturesque beaches and robust nightlife. AFP



O
VER the last 20 
years, a number of 
thriving technolo-
gy companies have 

emerged in China. This has 
invited much speculation 
about the country’s scientific 
and technological prowess, 
and about its ability to inno-
vate. Some argue that China 
is already nipping at the US’ 
heels in these domains, and 
has become a world leader in 
some sectors. Others believe 
that China is not quite as far 
along as it may appear, and 
the government’s regulatory 
clampdown on tech compa-
nies will impede its contin-
ued progress. Which is it?

Those who doubt China’s 
progress emphasise the 
country’s reliance on Western 
technology, pointing out that 
its homegrown tech compa-
nies still do not compete with 
their US counterparts global-
ly. But China optimists note 
that those companies contin-
ue their rapid international 
expansion, a reflection of 
China’s exceptional capacity 
for learning.

The latter camp has a point. 
In fact, China’s capacity for 
learning is the secret to the 
country’s economic success, 
and it says much more about 
China’s prospects than where 
the country stands techno-
logically. After all, technologi-
cal innovation is less an input 
than an output of entrepre-
neur-led economic develop-
ment. It is by building thriv-
ing businesses that 
entrepreneurs gain opportu-
nities to develop new tech-
nologies and applications.

True, China has faced grow-
ing external challenges in 
recent years, including clamp-
downs on technology sharing 
by developed economies. Fur-
thermore, the government’s 
efforts to maintain internal 
economic order and mitigate 
financial risks, such as through 
increased regulation of tech 
companies, has been contro-
versial in the market. And 
some foreign manufacturing 
companies have reportedly 
withdrawn from China.

But the economy has not 
ground to a halt. On the con-
trary, the entrepreneurial 
impulse driving China’s devel-
opment remains strong. It 
helps that China has a huge 
internal market of 1.4 billion 
people connected by well-de-
veloped transportation sys-
tems, advanced communica-
tion networks and flexible 
and efficient supply chains.

Foreign companies have 
come and gone, this has 
always happened, and it is 
not because outsiders are 
treated unfairly in the Chi-
nese market. Foreign compa-
nies simply struggle to com-
pete with local firms, which 
enjoy a significant advantage, 
including less bureaucratic 
red tape and deeper market 
knowledge. Moreover, while 
foreign companies might 
arrive in China with a slight 
technological advantage, it is 
usually short-lived, given 
how fast Chinese companies 
learn.

Today, there is a staggering 
number of successful small 
and medium-size Chinese 
companies. They might not be 
household names – in fact, 
they’re referred to as “invisible 
champions” – but they are 
constantly innovating in 
applying advanced technolo-

gies. And their ranks continue 
to grow.

There is also a large 
number of Chinese compa-
nies serving overseas custom-
ers, with many maintaining a 
far larger presence in Europe 
and the US than in China. 
These companies leverage 
China’s efficient warehous-
ing, distribution, and logistics 
systems, as well as its superi-
or capabilities in product 
design and manufacturing, to 
bolster their competitiveness 
in overseas markets.

Shein, an online fast-fash-
ion retailer that was founded 
in 2008 in Nanjing, is a typi-
cal example of such a com-
pany. It began as a cross-bor-
der e-commerce company, 
selling clothing via platforms 
like Amazon and eBay. But, in 
2014, the company created 
its own brand and launched 
a bespoke website and app in 
markets around the world, 
from the US and Europe to 
the Middle East and India.

By selling inexpensive 
clothing directly to consum-
ers, Shein thrived. Before 
long, it had become the sec-
ond-most-popular e-com-
merce site for young Ameri-
cans, behind only Amazon. 
According to Google trends, 
users in the US  – Shein’s lead-

ing market – search for Shein 
more than three times as 
often as they search for Zara.

Despite being worth an 
estimated $15 billion, Shein 
was not particularly well-
known in China until last 
year, when it was listed as 
one of China’s top 10 “uni-
corns” (private companies 
with a valuation over $1 bil-
lion). That is because it does 
not serve the Chinese mar-
ket. Instead, it has leveraged 
China’s advantages – the 
result of huge amounts of 
government investment over 
the last 20 years – to build its 
own flexible supply chain, 
concentrated in Guangdong, 
the country’s most developed 
manufacturing centre.

Thanks to this supply 
chain, Shein is reportedly 
able to take a product from 
design to production in 10 
days. Its fast-fashion com-
petitors – whose products are 
typically designed in Europe, 
manufactured in Southeast 
Asia and China, sent to Euro-
pean headquarters for ware-
housing, and then shipped to 
global markets – simply can-
not keep up. Shein has also 
started to build warehouses 
in some key markets.

Shein is no anomaly. China 
boasts a number of other 

fast-fashion cross-border 
e-commerce platforms, and a 
total of 251 unicorns, as of 
last year. The list includes 
social-media apps such as 
TikTok, which has taken the 
world by storm. The influ-
ence of Chinese internet 
companies is large and still 
growing in the European, 
American and South Asian 
markets.

China’s government is part-
ly to thank. After the SARS 
outbreak of 2003, it worked 
to support the expansion of 
e-commerce. Then, to offset 
the shock of the 2008 global 
financial crisis, it made con-
tinuous investments in the 
internet and communication 
and transportation networks, 
mobile-payment systems, 
logistics and warehousing 
capabilities, and supply 
chains, while promoting link-
ages among sectors. These 
efforts have helped strength-
en and sustain the economy’s 
base-level sources of innova-
tive dynamism.

To be sure, China’s super-
size, fast-growing economy 
suffers from its structural 
problems, which seem not to 
correspond with its underly-
ing dynamism. This apparent 
discrepancy is a reminder of 
the economy’s complexity. 
For example, because the 
State-owned sector captures 
a disproportionate share of 
financial resources, it is often 
regarded as a source of mis-
allocation. But recent studies 
find that state-owned enter-
prises might have served as 
an informal channel for alle-
viating the financing con-
straints of small and medi-
um-size enterprises.

Those who focus excessive-
ly on surface-level phenome-
na will continue to underes-
timate China’s economic 
resilience. One cannot truly 
understand the Chinese 
economy and its prospects 
without paying attention to 
the irrepressible dynamism 
that forms its base. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Zhang Jun

The logo of the Chinese-run online e-commerce website ‘Shein’. Wish, Joom, Shein, AliExpress: These new 
marketplaces, highly appreciated by young people for promising broken prices on popular brands, are shaking 
up the online commerce sector to the point of competing with Amazon. Afp



Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it’s ‘bisexual Superman’
SUPERMAN fell for a reporter and 
now his son is doing the same, 
although this time the superhero’s 
love interest is a man called Jay.

DC Comics announced on Monday 
that the new Superman, who is the 
son of Clark Kent and Lois Lane, will 
have a romantic relationship with a 
male friend.

Jon Kent and budding journalist Jay 
Nakamura struck up a friendship in 
a story released in August. They will 
share a kiss in a comic to be pub-
lished next month, the publisher 
said, describing Kent as “bisexual”.

“Following a scene where Super-
man mentally and physically burns 
out from trying to save everyone that 
he can, Jay is there to care for the Man 
of Steel,” DC Comics said.

The storyline will feature in Son 
of Kal-El issue five, due to hit 
shelves on November 9, the pub-
lisher said in a press release head-

lined “Jon Kent finds his identity.”
“Today, more people can see them-

selves in the most powerful super-
hero in comics,” said Tom Taylor, who 
writes the series.

Fans took to social media to express 
their joy at the development.

“This news about Superman makes 
my queer heart glad, knowing the 
positive impact it will have on so many 
young folks today & in the future,” 
tweeted actor Anthony Rapp.

The coming out of America’s most 
famous superhero comes as more 
comic books embrace diversity.

Marvel Comics announced its first 
gay Captain America in March, and 
Aquaman introduced a black, gay 
superhero earlier this summer.

The latest Robin in the Batman com-
ics came out as bisexual in August.

While the new Superman is not the 
first LGBTQ comic book character, he 
is arguably the most recognisable.

“Nowadays, we live in a less closeted 
age. That’s an absolute good,” said Ben 
Saunders, director of comics and car-
toon studies at the University of Oregon.

“One consequence might be that 
the mainstream culture has caught 
on to what some people have known 
all along: superheroes have always 
been, at least potentially, a bit queer,” 
he told AFP.

DC Comics made the announcement 
on National Coming Out Day. US Pres-
ident Joe Biden released a statement 
saying his administration was “commit-
ted” to fighting for LGBTQ rights.

In the Son of Kal-El series, the new 
Superman has already been proving 
himself a different type of superhero 
to his father.

He has been fighting a number of 
social justice issues, including tack-
ling wildfires sparked by climate 
change and protesting the deporta-
tion of refugees. AFP
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S
TARVING microorganisms 
capable of surviving in ex-
treme conditions have al-
ready managed to “eat” a nail 

in just three days.
In Chile, a scientist is testing “met-

al-eating” bacteria she hopes could 
help clean up the country’s highly-
polluting mining industry.

In her laboratory in Antofagasta, 
an industrial town 1,100km north of 
Santiago, 33-year-old biotechnolo-
gist Nadac Reales has been carrying 
out tests with extremophiles – or-
ganisms that live in extreme envi-
ronments.

Reales came up with her idea 
while still at university as she was 
conducting tests at a mining plant 
using microorganisms to improve 
the extraction of copper.

“I realized there were various 
needs in the mining industry, for 
example what happened with the 
metallic waste,” she told AFP.

Some metals can be recycled in 
smelting plants but others, such as 
HGV truck hoppers that can hold 50 
tons of rock, cannot and are often 
discarded in Chile’s Atacama desert, 
home to the majority of the coun-
try’s mining industry.

Chile is the world’s largest produc-
er of copper, which accounts for up 
to 15 per cent of the country’s GDP, 
resulting in a lot of mining waste 
that pollutes the environment.

In her research, Reales, who now 
runs her own company Rudanac 
Biotec, concentrated on iron-oxidiz-
ing bacteria called Leptospirillum.

She extracted the bacteria from 
the Tatio geysers located 4,200m 
above sea level, some 350km from 
Antofagasta.

The bacteria “live in an acidic en-
vironment that is practically unaf-
fected by relatively high concentra-
tions of most metals”, she said.

“At first the bacteria took two 
months to disintegrate a nail.”

But when starved, they had to 
adapt and find a way of feeding 
themselves.

After two years of trials, the result 
was a marked increase in the speed 
at which the bacteria “ate,” devour-
ing a nail in just three days.

Surprising benefit
Reales says “chemical and micro-

biological tests” have proved the 
bacteria are not harmful to humans 
or the environment.

“We’ve always seen a lot of poten-
tial in this project that has already 
passed an important test in the lab-
oratory,” said Drina Vejar, a microbi-
ologist who is part of a four-person 
team working with Reales.

“It’s really necessary at this time 
when we have to plan for a more 
sustainable development, especially 
in all these cities with so many pol-
luting industries.”

Mining companies have shown 
interest in the research but while 
Rudanac Biotec previously benefit-
ted from a state fund for start-ups, 
the company needs investment to 
move on to its next stage of trials.

Reales says she needs money to 
see if her method will “eat a medium 
sized beam or a hopper.”

When the disintegration process is 
complete, what remains is a reddish 
liquid residue, a solution known as 
a lixiviant that itself possesses a sur-
prising quality.

“After biodisintegration the prod-

uct generated (the liquid) can im-
prove the recovery of copper in a 
process called hydrometallurgy,” 
said Reales.

Essentially, the liquid residue can 
be used to extract copper from rock in 
a more sustainable manner than the 
current use of chemicals in leaching.

Reales says it means green mining 
is “totally feasible.”

That is of great interest to mining 
companies that could use it to im-
prove their large scale extraction of 
copper or other minerals, while also 
reducing their pollution, something 
they are required to do by law.

Reales recently submitted a re-
quest for an international patent for 
her technology, but more important-
ly she hopes it will help reduce metal 
waste blotting the landscape in the 
mining regions of her country. AFP

In her laboratory in Antofagasta, 33-year-old biotechnologist Nadac Reales has been working with metal-eating organism 
extremophiles, hoping to help clean up the country’s highly-polluting mining industry. AFP

Chilean biotechnologist Nadac Reales shows a nail and screw inside a jar with 
metal-eater bacteria in her laboratory at a mining site in Antofagasta, Chile, on 
September 21. AFP

Mine cleaning
made easy with
Chile’s bacterial 
metal muncher

A member of the LGBTQ community wearing a Superman costume takes part in a protest 
in the Dominican Republic in July. AFP



I
nsIde a huge crater in 
Israel’s sun-baked ne-
gev desert, a team wear-
ing space suits ventures 

forth on a mission to simulate 
conditions on Mars.

The Austrian space Forum 
has set up a pretend Martian 
base with the Israeli space 
agency at Makhtesh Ramon, a 
500m-deep, 40km-wide crater.

The six so-called “analogue 
astronauts” will live in isola-
tion in the virtual station un-
til the end of the month.

“It’s a dream come true,” Is-
raeli Alon Tenzer, 36, said. “It’s 
something we’ve been work-
ing on for years.” 

The participants – from Aus-
tria, Germany, Israel, the neth-
erlands, Portugal and spain 
– all had to pass gruelling phys-
ical and psychological tests.

during their mission, they 
will conduct tests including 
on a drone prototype that 
functions without GPs, and on 
automated wind- and solar-
powered mapping vehicles.

The mission will also aim to 
study human behaviour and 
the effect of isolation on the 
astronauts.

“The group’s cohesion and 
their ability to work together 

are crucial for surviving on 
Mars,” said Gernot Groemer, the 
Austrian mission supervisor.

“It’s like a marriage, except 
in a marriage you can leave 
but on Mars you can’t.”

‘Largest voyage ever’
The Austrian space Forum, 

a private organisation made 
up of aerospace specialists, 
has already organised 12 
missions, the most recent in 
Oman in 2018. 

The Israel project is part of 
mission Amadee-20, which 
was expected to kick off last 
year but was delayed due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The forum has partnered 
with Israeli research centre 
d-MARs to construct the so-
lar-powered base.

German astronaut Anika 
Mehlis, the only woman on 
the team, said how happy she 
was to be part of the project.

“My father took me to the 
space museum when I was 
little,” she said. “When I saw 
that the forum was looking 
for analogue astronauts, I told 
myself I had to apply.” 

Mehlis, a trained microbi-
ologist, will study a scenario 
where bacteria from earth 

infect potential life forms 
that may be found on Mars, 
saying this “would be a huge 
problem”.

Visually, the surrounding 
desert resembles the Red 
Planet with its stony wilder-
ness and orange hues, though 
thankfully not in terms of at-
mospheric conditions.

“Over here, we have tem-
peratures of about 25-30 de-
grees Celsius, but on Mars 
the temperature is minus 60C 
and the atmosphere is not fit 
for breathing,” said Groemer.

The interior of the base is 
austere, with a small kitchen 
and bunk beds. Most of the 
space is reserved for scientific 
experiments.

nAsA envisions the first 
human mission to Mars will 
launch in 2030.

“What we are doing here is 
preparing a large mission, the 
largest voyage our society has 
ever taken, as Mars and earth 
are 380 million kilometres 
apart at their extreme point,” 
said Groemer.

“I believe the very first hu-
man to walk on Mars is al-
ready born and we are the 
ship-builders to enable this 
journey.” AFP

Life on Mars: Israel’s 
negev desert provides 
Red Planet simulation

A robotic rover moves during a training mission for Mars at a site that simulates an off-site station at the 
Ramon Crater in Mitzpe Ramon in Israel’s southern Negev desert on Sunday. AFP

A couple of astronauts from a team from Europe and Israel walk in spacesuits during a training mission for Mars 
at a site that simulates an off-site station at the Ramon Crater. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Explorer ___ de Leon
  6 Fried fish complement
 11 It makes waves
 14 Like much testimony
 15 Highly perturbed
 16 Abduction ship, some say
 17 Closest advisers
 19 Behavioral quirk
 20 It can buy bling
 21 Court employee
 23 Easily bent
 26 Cordwood units
 27 Dropped a clue
 28 Post-verdict recourse
 30 Diarist Frank
 31 Primitive fishing tool
 32 Nest egg for one’s golden years
 35 Lay eyes on
 36 Puts in the middle
 38 Bon ___ (witty remark)
 39 Be human, according to a saying
 40 Nutmeg coverings
 41 Fries, often
 42 Surly and forbidding
 44 They are sat on routinely
 46 Handle a joystick

 48 Purplish-red color
 49 Punjabi police officer’s club
 50 “I” affliction?
 52 “Aladdin” prince
 53 Jupiter and Saturn, for two
 58 Fish eggs
 59 Long bones
 60 Practice piece for one instrument
 61 What your wife may be called
 62 Things wished upon
 63 Determined to carry out
DOWN
  1 Air pressure meas.
  2 ___ up to (admit)
  3 “Smoking or ___?”
  4 Prepare for inurnment
  5 Dress like a judge
  6 Where Santiago is
  7 Wife of Zeus
  8 Trigger finger problem?
  9 Afghan currency
 10 Phantasms
 11 Old sci-fi TV series (with “The”)
 12 Needing to be doused
 13 Cocktail coolers, slangily
 18 Word with “War” or “cuts”

 22 Shepherd’s milieu
 23 New moon, e.g.
 24 Luxury ship
 25 Densely populated areas
 26 Work with a fighter
 28 In a fitting way
 29 They’re 16th of 26
 31 Agitation
 33 Fancy Drive
 34 Had a home-cooked meal
 36 Guarded
 37 Gaelic language
 41 Bring to a total
 43 Supportive sound
 44 Tennis racket part
 45 Certain cotton threads
 46 Wake-up call alternative
 47 Medal-worthy behavior
 48 Meltdown sites
 50 Volcano in Sicily
 51 Something to shift
 54 Farthest or highest, briefly
 55 Squirrel’s prize
 56 It’s Tokyo now
 57 Word to end a fight

“HERE WE GO!” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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F
or much of brazil, football 
remains almost a religion. 
but the spectacle, glamour 
and quality of play in the 

NbA is making basketball the sport of 
choice for a steadily increasing num-
ber of fans – both men and women.

emiliana ramos first fell in love 
with the NbA in the 1990s during the 
heyday of chicago bulls legends Mi-
chael Jordan and Scottie Pippen, who 
played exhibition games in brazil.

Now, at age 42, ramos – a product 
manager for a tech company in Sao 
Paulo – decides each season which 
team she is going to cheer for, and 
which player will be her favourite.

“basketball is treated like a show: 
it’s an overall product, so it gets at-
tention because it’s about more than 
the game – there is the whole mar-
keting side of it, the jerseys. It’s a bit 
like [football] in brazil,” ramos said 
at a sports club in the northern part 
of the mega-city, where she plays 
basketball herself.

Some of her teammates on Fulan-
inha, an amateur squad, are wear-
ing Lakers jerseys or generic NbA 
gear. ramos wears the number one 
used by Zion Williamson, the star 
power forward for the New orleans 
Pelicans.

Like ramos, thousands of new 
fans in brazil – typically more asso-
ciated with Pele than Lebron James 
– are tuning in to NbA games each 
season.

‘Priority market’
In the first quarter of 2021, the NbA 

had 45 million fans in brazil, a 31-per-
cent increase over the figure reported 
at the start of 2019, according to data 
compiled by IboPe repucom.

there have been more than a dozen 

brazilians playing in the US National 
basketball Association since its in-
ception in 1946, but none of them 
are stars in their own right. one, Didi 
Louzada, plays with Williamson in 
New orleans.

but rodrigo Vicentini, the league’s 
chief representative in brazil, says 
the Latin American giant has become 
the “NbA’s second priority market” 
abroad after china.

brazil is “extremely important, and 
very strategic for both the league and 
the development of the sport,” Vicen-
tini said. “We will keep growing here, 
alongside the religion of football.”

the NbA officially came to brazil 

in 2004, with the goal of building a 
fan base in the country of 213 mil-
lion people. the national team has 
notched some notable victories, in-
cluding one over team USA at the 
Pan Am Games in 1987 to win gold. 

Since then, friendly games have 
been organised between the two 
teams, basketball stores and schools 
have opened, cooperations deals 
have been reached with brazil’s pre-
mier men’s league, and more NbA 
games are broadcast here.

the result? Steady growth of the 
league’s popularity, which Vicentini 
says that is driven by brazilians’ love 
of sports generally, interest among 

younger generations to follow more 
than one sport, and the NbA’s image 
as an aspirational brand.

on Sao Paulo’s central Avenida Pau-
lista or on rio’s copacabana beach, 
it’s not unusual to see people wear-
ing jerseys, t-shirts or caps with the 
numbers and colours of NbA greats 
like James, Stephen curry or the late 
Kobe bryant.

“Many of them don’t know who 
Lebron James is, so why are they 
wearing his shorts? because they 
are a way to recreate his look,” says 
Vicentini.

Football stars like brazil’s Neymar 
or Argentina’s Lionel Messi have also 

helped to break down barriers by 
wearing basketball gear.

Brazilian difference
Alana Paludo chiochetta, who is 

26 and tall, wears a James t-shirt in 
Lakers purple – “King James” is fre-
quently compared to Jordan when 
fans are debating who is the greatest 
basketball player of all time.

chiochetta, who is from Parana in 
southern brazil, remembers when 
she saw him play for the Miami Heat 
during a trip to the United States in 
2011. Now, she follows his career 
from afar, but wears his team colours 
while playing for Fulaninha.

A huge fan of the sport since the 
age of 10, chiochetta follows the 
NbA playoffs every year. “I got into it 
and then I couldn’t stop” she says.

She is part of a particularly bra-
zilian phenomenon: women make 
up nearly half (45 per cent) of the 
country’s NbA fan base and tend to 
be more deeply involved, with bet-
ter knowledge of the game and rules 
than male fans, Vicentini says.

“It’s a number that demands atten-
tion. traditionally, men have been 
the main viewers and fans,” said the 
NbA representative, adding he could 
not explain how the phenomenon 
had come to pass.

the women in the family of Pedro 
Nunes, who plays for Sao Paulo’s 
corinthians basketball team, previ-
ously only watched football. Now, 
they also watch his sport.

“there are lots of people watch-
ing the NbA. I’m increasingly im-
pressed by it,” says Nunes. “Many of 
them have never played basketball, 
but now they come talk to me about 
it. Sometimes they know more than 
I do.” AFP

Kipruto, Kipyogei complete sweep at boston Marathon

Mount just getting started after ballon d’or nomination

beNSoN Kipruto and Diana Kipyogei 
completed a Kenyan clean sweep in 
the men’s and women’s races at the 
125th boston Marathon on Monday, 
timing late bursts to perfection to win 
their first major titles.

Kipruto crossed the line in 2hr 
9min 51sec after blazing away from 
the field at the 36km mark to win by 
around 45 seconds.

ethiopia’s Lemi berhanu was sec-
ond, finishing just ahead of compa-
triot Jemal Yimer in third place.

It was the third marathon victory of 
Kipruto’s career following wins at the 
2021 Prague Marathon and the 2018 
toronto Marathon, but his first win at 
one of the six World Marathon Majors.

A large pack of runners led after 

around 36km but Kipruto pulled away 
with a devastating burst, clocking 4min 
29sec for mile 23 to put daylight between 
himself and the rest of the field.

Kipruto’s previous best in boston was 
a 10th place finish in 2019. His previous 
best finish in a marathon major was a 
seventh place in London in 2020.

“It was a nice feeling today after 
finishing 10th a couple of years ago,” 
Kipruto said afterwards.

In the women’s race, Kipyogei was 
similarly dominant, stretching the 
field after 29km.

the 27-year-old looked to have been 
caught by ethiopia’s Netsanet Gudeta 
with a few kilometres to go, but moved 
through the gears to pull away for victory.

edna Kiplagat, the 41-year-old two-

time world champion and boston 
winner in 2017, finished second in 
2:25:09 while Mary Ngugi completed 
a Kenyan sweep in third.

“For me, I saw the group was so 
slow, I said to myself ‘lets go’,” Kipyo-
gei said of her race tactics. “I think 
the body felt good so I said, let me try 
and push. the course was not easy.”

this year’s boston Marathon was 
staged after being canceled in 2020 
due to the covid-19 pandemic and 
postponed by six months this year 
from its traditional slot in April.

the field for the race had been trimmed 
by 40 per cent to around 20,000, while 
vaccinations or a negative covid-19 
test at the race’s medical center were 
required for all participants. AFP

eNGLAND and chelsea mid-
fielder Mason Mount said on 
Monday it was special to see his 
name included on the 30-man 
shortlist for the ballon d’or.

but the 22-year-old insisted 
he is just getting started after a 
year in which he helped the 
blues win the champions 
League and england reach a 
first major tournament final 
since 1966.

“It was special. to see that 
and to be alongside those 
names is obviously a dream,” 
Mount told reporters ahead of 
england’s World cup qualifier 
against Hungary on tuesday.

“For all the years you work 

hard, dedicate and see some-
thing like that, it shows every-
thing pays off. It is just the start, 
it doesn’t stop now.”

Mount is not banking on win-
ning the award, though, with 
Lionel Messi the favourite to 
win it for the seventh time after 
leading Argentina to copa 
America glory.

“I doubt it but you never 
know,” added Mount. “the 
most important thing for me is 
that I keep trying to hit the lev-
els that I have set before and go 
even further.”

Mount faces stiff competition 
just to retain his place in Gareth 
Southgate’s strongest XI.

Manchester city’s Phil Foden 
shone as a much-changed 
three Lions thrashed Andorra 
5-0 on Saturday.

Southgate admitted he will 
make wholesale changes for the 
visit of Hungary to Wembley.

Harry Kane and raheem Ster-
ling are among those set to 
return, but the england boss said 
it is impossible to please every-
one with such an array of attack-
ing talent to choose from.

“I have a headache and I 
commit a crime every time I 
pick a team,” said Southgate. 
“It is very difficult every time.

“We have so many good play-
ers and such good, strong com-

petition for places. there were 
lots of players that did their 
own confidence and their own 
reputations a lot of good 
[against Andorra] and that is 
pleasing to see.”

Southgate’s men have a 
four-point lead over Albania 
and a five-point cushion over 
Poland with three games 
remaining in Group I of euro-
pean qualifying.

england’s place in Qatar next 
year would effectively be sealed 
by victory over the Hungarians 
and a draw between Albania 
and Poland, who meet in tira-
na, thanks to their far superior 
goal difference. AFP

NbA making steady inroads in brazil

Benson Kipruto (left) and Diana Kipyogei of Kenya hold up the trophy after taking 
first place in the professional men’s and women’s divisions during the 125th Boston 
Marathon in Massachusetts, on Monday. AFP

England’s midfielder Mason Mount attends a training session at Hotspur 
Way, the Tottenham Hotspur training ground, in Enfield on Monday. AFP

Fulaninhas amateur basketball team players pose for a photo during a training session in Sao Paulo, Brasil, on October 6. AFP



Top seed Karolina pliskova crashed 
out of the WTA Indian Wells tourna-
ment on Monday, losing in straight sets 
to unseeded Beatriz Haddad Maia 6-3, 
7-5 in a third round match.

playing in windy conditions on one of 
the outer courts at the Indian Wells Ten-
nis Garden, Brazil’s Haddad Maia jumped 
out to a 3-1 lead in the second set before 
the Czech picked up her game.

Haddad Maia fought back, clinching 
the match on her second set point 
when pliskova flubbed a backhand off 
the top of her racquet sending the ball 
skyward to end the contest which took 
over two hours to complete.

World No3 pliskova hammered five 
aces but had 12 double faults. She won 
just 25 per cent of her second serve points 
and had her serve broken eight times.

Lucky loser Haddad Maia moves on 
to face Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit in the 
round of 16.

The red-hot Kontaveit continued her 
fine run of form by ousting defending 
champion Bianca Andreescu 7-6 (7/5), 
6-3 in the third round.

Kontaveit, who is seeded 18th, 

stretched her win streak to eight straight 
matches and continued her domination 
over Andreescu, winning all three career 
matches over the Canadian.

“I been feeling really well on the court,” 
said the 25-year-old 
Kontaveit. “I 
have a lot of 
confidence. I 
am happy and 
have been able to 
enjoy myself out there. 
That’s a big part of 
why I have been play-
ing so well lately.”

This was the first 
loss for Andreescu 
at Indian Wells. 
Two years ago she 
became the first 
wild card to win 
the women’s title. 

“I didn’t play my best 
and I didn’t feel my best,” 
said Andreescu. “The condi-
tions were tough with the 
wind. I don’t think she played 
her best tennis either but she 

was the better player today.”
The tournament, which features 

both men’s and women’s fields, is nor-
mally held in March but returned 
to the California desert this fall 
after a two-and-a-half-year hia-
tus due to Covid-19.

Martina Navratilova (1990-
91) remains the only 

female player to 
successfully 

defend the title.
The 21-year-old Andreescu had a 

breakout year in 2019 win-
ning in Indian Wells, 

Toronto and at the US 
open for her first Grand 
Slam title.

Andreescu’s defeat 
also leaves just one 
former winner in the 

women’s draw, Victoria 
Azarenka who won twice 

in 2012 and 2016. Azarenka 
has already advanced to the 

fourth round where she will play 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich, who upset 
former world No1 Simona Halep in 
the third round.

Andreescu led 3-1 in the second set 
on Monday and seemed to have found 
her game but then made too many 
unforced errors as Kontaveit clinched 
it on the first set point.

In the men’s draw, Argentina’s Diego 
Schwartzman defeated Daniel Evans 
of Britain 5-7, 6-4, 6-0 and Casper Ruud 
of Norway rallied to beat South Africa’s 
Lloyd Harris 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-4. AFP
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Germany qualify for World Cup 2022
A 

TIMo Werner double on 
Monday helped Germany 
stamp their ticket for the 
2022 World Cup with a 4-0 

win over North Macedonia, but Bel-
gium will have to wait until next 
month after Wales carved out a narrow 
win in Estonia.

Hansi Flick’s men avenged a shock 2-1 
home loss to the Macedonians earlier 
this year to claim their seventh win in 
eight qualifiers and take an unassailable 
eight-point lead at the top of Group J, 
with two matches remaining.

“We now have five wins from five this 
season,” Germany coach Hansi Flick 
told RTL.

“You have to compliment the team 
on their attitude. of course, the first 
half was a bit wild, but we can be hap-
py that we won and qualified.”

Germany went into their match in 
Skopje knowing that they could secure 
their passage if they won and Armenia 
failed to beat Romania.

After a goalless first half, Kai Havertz 
broke the deadlock five minutes after 
the interval before Chelsea’s Werner 
struck twice in three minutes to clinch 
the tie for the Germans.

His first came on 70 minutes when 
Thomas Mueller, who had teed up 
Havertz, flicked the ball into the path 
of Werner who crashed the ball past 
Stole Dimitrievski in the Macedonian 
goal.

Three minutes later, substitute Flo-
rian Wirtz got the touch through for 
Werner to curl his shot past Dim-
itrievski and chalk up his fifth goal in 
his last five qualifiers.

Jamal Musiala, 18 years and 227 days 
old, rounded things off with his first 
goal in international football, becom-
ing the youngest person to score for 
Germany since Marius Hiller, then 17, 
scored against Switzerland in 1910.

More importantly, Musiala sealed the 
win that sees the Germans become the 
first team, other than hosts Qatar, to 
qualify for the 2022 finals.

The second part of the bargain which 
secured their place in Qatar in 2022 
came in Bucharest where Alexandru 
Mitrita’s goal on 26 minutes gave 

Romania a 1-0 win at home against the 
Armenians.

Wales make Belgians wait
Kieffer Moore’s early goal in Tallinn 

gave Wales a slender 1-0 win over Esto-
nia which keeps their hopes alive of 
catching Group E leaders Belgium, 
who were not in action after their 
involvement in the Nations League 
finals.

Wales are five points behind Belgium 
with two games to play and can still claim 
top spot and automatic qualification.

The Czech Republic won 2-0 in Bela-
rus to remain in the running for second 
place in the group. They are level on 
points with the Welsh but have played 
one match more.

Wales are all but certain to drop into 

the playoffs even if they finish below 
the Czechs, courtesy of winning their 
2020-21 Nations League group.

“It was one of those performances we 
needed to dig in and grind out a result,” 
said Wales captain Aaron Ramsey.

“It was just important to come here 
and get the three points. We’ve man-
aged to do that and now we can pre-
pare for the games in November. It’s all 
in our hands.”

Russia and Croatia guaranteed them-
selves a top-two finish in Group H but 
the top spot remains open.

First-half goals from Igor Diveev and 
Georgi Dzhikiya gave the Russians a 
2-0 cushion in Slovenia and, in spite of 
Josip Ilicic’s strike just before half-time, 
the visitors held on to claim the three 
points.

Russia are two points ahead of 
Croatia who needed Luka Modric’s 
71st-minute equaliser to claim a 2-2 
draw at home to Slovakia.

The Russians can secure their quali-
fication when they travel to Croatia on 
November 14.

Memphis Depay scored twice for the 
Netherlands as they thrashed Gibraltar 
6-0.

The Dutch, who missed the 2018 
World Cup, top Group G but Burak Yil-
maz’s 99th-minute penalty which gave 
Turkey a 2-1 win in Latvia means they 
must wait until next month to secure 
a top-two finish.

Norway, without the injured Erling 
Haaland, are two points behind the 
Netherlands in second place after beat-
ing Montenegro 2-0. AFP

pliskova ousted in third round at Indian Wells

Raiders coach 
Gruden quits 
after racism, 
anti-gay email 
revelations

Germany’s forward Timo Werner celebrates scoring his team’s second goal during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification Group J 
football match against North Macedonia on Monday. AFP

Karolina 
Pliskova of the 
Czech Republic 

serves to 
Beatriz Haddad 
Maia of Brazil at 
ATP-WTA Indian 

Wells tennis 
tournament on 

Monday. AFP

LAS Vegas Raiders head coach 
Jon Gruden has resigned, mul-
tiple US media reported on 
Monday as allegations of using 
misogynistic and anti-gay lan-
guage rocked the coach just 
days after he was accused of 
racism.

The NFL Network and ESpN 
reported that Gruden stepped 
down after meeting Raiders 
owner Mark Davis earlier Mon-
day as fresh revelations engulfed 
the embattled head coach.

Gruden’s bombshell deci-
sion comes after a tumultuous 
72-hour period which began 
Friday when the Wall Street 
Journal revealed that the coach 
had used a racist trope to 
describe players union chief 
DeMaurice Smith.

In the email, Gruden referred 
to Smith as having “lips the 
size of Michelin tyres.”

The language invokes image-
ry long used in anti-Black 
caricatures.

The National Football 
League condemned the email 
in a statement as “appalling, 
abhorrent and wholly contrary 
to the NFL’s values”.

In comments to ESpN at 
the weekend, Gruden said he 
was “ashamed” of his lan-
guage, and insisted he “didn’t 
have a blade of racism” in his 
character.

But late Monday, The New 
York Times reported it had 
reviewed several further emails 
by Gruden in which he used 
anti-gay and misogynistic 
slurs as he disparaged issues 
such as the emergence of 
women referees to the drafting 
of a gay player.

In other emails he derided 
players who protested during 
the playing of the US national 
anthem, calling for them to be 
fired.

Gruden also used anti-gay 
slurs to abuse NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell over the 
league’s efforts to reduce 
concussions.

The Times reported that the 
emails stemmed from a sepa-
rate workplace misconduct 
investigation which did not 
directly involve Gruden.

The emails were sent to 
former Washington Football 
Team president Bruce Allen 
when Gruden was working as 
a studio analyst for ESpN. Gru-
den returned to coaching with 
the Raiders in 2018 after a 
10-year absence.

In the emails reviewed by 
The Times, Gruden is alleged 
to have referred to NFL chief 
Goodell as a “faggot” and a 
“clueless anti-football pussy.”

He also took aim at Goodell 
for reportedly leaning on then 
St Louis Rams head coach Jeff 
Fisher to draft “queers” – a refer-
ence to openly gay college play-
er Michael Sam, who was picked 
by the club in 2014. AFP
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