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THE Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
has approved a $180 million loan to 
help three Cambodian towns 
improve urban infrastructure and 
boost economic competitiveness. 

According to an ADB press release 
on November 19, the Livable Cities 
Investment Project will help more than 

140,000 residents in Bavet, Kampot 
and Poipet access better wastewater 
and solid waste management ser-
vices. It will help the towns reduce 
flooding by upgrading their urban 
stormwater and drainage systems. 
The project also aims to strengthen 
the capacity of municipal govern-
ments to deliver urban services.

“More Cambodians are moving to 

secondary cities, but limited access 
to urban infrastructure and servic-
es, as well as environmental deg-
radation, has worsened living con-
ditions and hurt urban economic 
growth,” said ADB Urban Develop-
ment Specialist Wei Kim Swain. 

“The project will help the gov-
ernment upgrade sanitation and 
waste management and raise living 

standards, especially among low-
income households vulnerable to 
the health, economic, and environ-
mental effects of poor sanitation. It 
will also help the municipalities at-
tract private sector investment and 
create jobs,” she added. 

The ADB noted that Cambodia’s
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Floating on a prayer

Kingdom wheels out tyre exports
Nov Sivutha

A 
LOCAL firm’s recent first 
trial export shipment of tyres 
could be a starting point for 
a new stage in the diversifi-

cation of the economy, and bring con-
fidence and stability among rubber 
growers and investors in Cambodia to 
another echelon, experts have said.

This maiden consignment by Cart 
Tire Co Ltd, a subsidiary of Sailun 
International Holding (Hong Kong) 
Co Ltd, represents Cambodia’s first 
export transaction involving locally-
made finished tyres.

Men Sopheak, CEO of rubber 
grower and exporter Sopheak Nika 
Investment Agro-Industrial Plants 
Co Ltd, told The Post on November 

21 that the shipment augurs well for 
the Cambodian rubber sector, rais-
ing hopes among growers and in-
vestors for a buoyant market.

Cart Tire plans to buy a sizeable 
share of the natural rubber used at 
its tyre factory from local farmers, he 
said, adding that historically, virtually 
the entire production volume of the 
commodity had been shipped abroad.

"This represents a great starting 
point. Rubber growers will be at ease 
since almost 100 per cent of Cambo-
dia's rubber output had been export-
ed, and now there’s a company out 
there that invests into processing it 
into finished goods," Sopheak said.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng hailed the 
development as another turning 

point for the Kingdom, as more new 
products are incorporated into its 
export portfolio.

He noted that the company plans 
to export to a wide range of coun-
tries, with a focus on the US and Eu-
ropean markets.

Heng claimed that the firm locally

Two young women gaze wistfully over the siem reap river, whispering prayers, wishes and blessings to the souls of departed ancestors before setting their small 
elaborately-decorated lotus-shaped floats, known as ‘pratip’, to sail south towards the Tonle sap Lake.  Phuon Chansereivuth

ADB to aid three-city infrastructure plan

Sudan military
reinstates PM
Hamdok after
reaching deal
NEARLY a month after Sudan's top 
general ousted the prime minister, they 
signed a breakthrough deal on Novem-
ber 21 to reverse the military takeover 
that had sparked international con-
demnation and mass protests.

General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
appeared at the presidential palace in 
Khartoum for a televised ceremony 
with a haggard looking premier Abdal-
la Hamdok, who had just been freed 
from house arrest.

The 14-point deal restores the tran-
sition to civilian rule that had been 
derailed by the October 25 putsch, 
which threw the poverty-stricken 
northeast African country into 
renewed turmoil and set off a wave 
of street protests.

The agreement, which comes after 
weeks of crisis talks involving Sudanese 
and outside players, declared that "the 
decision of the general commander of 
the armed forces to relieve the transi-
tional prime minister is cancelled" and 
to release all political detainees.

It raised hopes Sudan will be able to 
return to its fragile transition process 
toward full democracy that started 
after the 2019 ouster of veteran auto-
cratic president Omar al-Bashir.

Despite the breakthrough, thou-
sands of protesters again rallied in 
several cities, met by security forces 
who fired teargas in the capital – the 
latest of a series of protests that, med-
ics say, have claimed 40 lives.

A frail looking Hamdok was seen on 
air extolling the virtues of the "revolu-
tion" that brought him to power in 2019.

Standing beside him, Burhan 
thanked Hamdok for his service and 
vowed that "free and transparent elec-
tions" would be held as part of the 
transitional process. AFPConTInued – page 2
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urban population rose to six 
million in 2019 from 2.6 million 
in 2008, which has posed a 
challenge for municipal admin-
istrations to provide services. 

In 2019, about 47 per cent 
of Cambodia’s urban popula-
tion had access to piped wa-
ter supply in dwellings. Un-
treated sewage is commonly 
discharged into the open en-
vironment through combined 
sewers and road drains or in-
directly via open canals. Solid 
waste services are limited. A 
large proportion of solid waste 
is left uncollected, dumped in 
open canals, the open envi-
ronment or burned.

The press release added that 
Cambodia’s 2019-2023 na-
tional Strategic Development 
Plan aims to address those 
challenges. The plan prior-
itises investments in pub-
lic infrastructure, including 
water supply and sanitation, 
and sets a national target for 
all cities to provide safe water 
by 2025 and strengthen solid 
waste management.

It said ADb’s country part-
nership strategy for Cambodia 
2019-2023 supports econom-
ic growth along the greater 
mekong subregion southern 
economic corridor, where 
bavet, Kampot and Poipet are 
located. bavet and Poipet are 
entry points to vietnam and 
Thailand, respectively, and 
the port city Kampot has be-
come a tourist destination.

According to the press re-
lease, in bavet and Poipet, 

the project will support the 
rehabilitation of existing ca-
nals and the construction of 
a wastewater treatment plant, 
sewage network, new storm-
water drains, and landfills. In 
Kampot, the project will ex-
pand the sewage network and 
lay out a plan for local admin-
istrations to become self-suf-
ficient service providers.

It said the project will de-
liver a road map to boost rev-
enue collection by municipal 
administrations, which have 
relied heavily on subsidies 
from the government to pro-
vide services. 

The road map will include 
tariff reform to cover city oper-
ations and maintenance and a 
plan to ensure efficient service 
delivery, including an assess-

ment of opportunities for pri-
vate sector participation.

The press release added that 
ADb’s new project will be sup-
ported by a $2 million techni-
cal assistance grant from the 
Japan Fund for Poverty reduc-
tion. The technical assistance 
will focus on the sustainable 
and climate-resilient develop-
ment of the towns, including 
improving land use planning, 
as well as institutional capac-
ity and governance. 

ADb will work with the 
ministry of Land manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
Construction in coordinating 
with the participating towns 
and the ministries for national 
regulatory and policy reforms.

bavet town governor Lim 
Seang Heng said on novem-

ber 21 that many towns in 
Cambodia applied for the 
funding and competed to be 
a part of the project and bavet 
was lucky enough to be one of 
the three winners along with 
Kampot and Poipet.

“ADb approved the loan for 
the Livable Cities Investment 
Project in bavet. The proposal 
includes a wastewater treat-
ment plant and upgraded 
sewage network for the busi-
nesses, factories and houses 
constructed along the road-
sides in bavet town,” he said. 

He added that the bavet town 
administration had studied the 
project for more than two years 
and planned to begin imple-
mentation of it in 2021, but 
due Covid-19 it was postponed 
until the following year.

Mom Kunthear

THe three days of Water Fes-
tival this year saw the number 
of injuries drop compared to 
last year’s holiday, however 
this year also saw an increase 
in deaths.

According to a report from 
the national Police’s Depart-
ment of Traffic Police and 
Public order on november 20 
there were 22 deaths and 44 
serious and minor injuries re-
corded in 33 traffic accidents 
over the holiday, which ran 
from november 18-20.

The report said that in the 
same period in 2020 there 
was a total of 19 deaths and 53 
serious and minor injuries re-
corded in 36 traffic accidents.

“Phnom Penh had the most 
fatal traffic accidents, fol-
lowed by Pursat, battambang, 
Prey veng, Kratie and Svay 
rieng provinces. 14 people 
were killed in accidents in the 
capital and those five prov-
inces,” the traffic department 
report said.

The report further stat-
ed that the accidents were 
caused by speeding, disre-
specting driving rights or the 
right-of-way rule, dangerous 
overtaking/passing, making 
a dangerous turns and drunk 
driving.

Kong Sovann, a public 
health specialist and direc-

tor of the International Safety 
Fund (ISF), told The Post on 
november 21 that the num-
ber of traffic accidents had 
decreased, but the death toll 
had still gone up and there-
fore relevant ministries and 
institutions needed to iden-
tify the specific factors in-
volved with traffic deaths.

“before the Water Festi-
val the national road Safety 
Committee and the Cambo-
dian red Cross instructed 
drivers to take greater care, 
but to no avail. The message 
may not have been effective 
or it may have been targeted 
at the wrong group, because 
we clearly failed to reach 
them,” he said.

He added that the traffic 
safety information seemed 
to be reaching the vulnerable 
groups targeted, but not the 
offenders.

“How effective have the 
campaigns been so far? We 
can measure it because the 
goal of these education cam-
paigns is to prevent deaths 
and serious injuries leading to 
permanent disability or loss.

“This requires that the 
national road Safety Com-
mittee, coordinators from 
all ministries, civil society 
groups and the private sector 
find more effective methods 
and means of education,” So-
vann said.

Water Festival road 
toll: 33 accidents with 
22 dead, 44 injuries

Pm to co-chair meeting of 
ASeAn-China with Xi Jinping
Ry Sochan

P
rIme minister Hun 
Sen will serve as the 
co-chair and host of 
the ASeAn-China 

special summit to commem-
orate the 30th anniversary of 
ASeAn-China relations on 
november 22 via video con-
ference at the invitation of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

According to the press re-
lease from the ministry of For-
eign Affairs and International 
Cooperation dated november 
21, foreign minister Prak Sok-
honn, minister of Commerce 
Pan Sorasak, minister of edu-
cation, Youth and Sport Hang 
Chuon naron and other se-
nior government officials will 
also be in attendance at the 
meeting virtually.

“ASeAn’s leaders and [Xi Jin-
ping] are expected to discuss 
the future ways and means 
to further enhance ASeAn-
China relations as well as ex-
change views on regional and 
international issues of com-
mon interest and concern,” 
the press release said.

Thong mengdavid, research 
fellow at the mekong Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the Asian 
vision Institute, told The Post 
on november 21 that under 
the leadership of Xi Jinping, 
China has done an outstand-
ing job managing the Covid-

19 pandemic while protecting 
China’s national economic 
growth and maintaining stabil-
ity there, which are all accom-
plishments to be proud of. 

mengdavid said the Chinese 
government has also taken 
care of its allies with financing 
and by providing millions of 
doses of vaccines aid to Cam-
bodia and the rest of ASeAn. 

He added that China and ASe-
An have a vision for the ASe-
An-China Strategic Partnership 

2030 and building a closer ASe-
An-China “common destiny 
community” in the future.

“China and ASeAn continue 
to push forward with the build-
ing of the east-Asian economic 
community and the Lancang-
mekong economic develop-
ment belt, and continue to 
negotiate and consult on an 
expedited drafting of the South 
China Sea code of  conduct to 
ensure a more peaceful and 
stable region with economic 

integration,” said mengdavid.
He said that for this meet-

ing, Cambodia expects China 
to focus on strengthening co-
operation with ASeAn in four 
major areas: politics, security, 
economy and culture, and to 
do so on the basis of equal re-
spect for sovereignty, mutual 
independence and win-win 
cooperation to achieve a ro-
bust post-pandemic recovery 
and to further develop the en-
tire region.

Prime Minister Hun Sen at his office while attending an online meeting recently.  facebook

Kampot, Poipet, bavet receive loans

Officials gather to inspect river adjacent infrastructure in Kampot town in August of this year. facebook
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Khmer enterprise and Wing Bank 
(Cambodia) Plc have entered into 
a strategic partnership to support 
the operational development of the 
Kingdom’s small and medium-sized 
enterprises (Smes).

This aims to promote sustainable 
and workable ecosystems for 
entrepreneurs, startups and Smes in 
Cambodia to amplify the impact  
within the country’s ecosystem.

Under the partnership, Khmer 
enterprise and Wing Bank will work 
closely to boost the operations of 
Smes in four key priority sectors – 
agriculture, manufacturing, services 
and ICT – providing them with the 
opportunity to access loans from 
Wing Bank and its financial digital 
ecosystem. 

“The partnership with Wing Bank 
will provide further options to our Sme 
members who are seeking financial 
support for their business, especially 
those who have been adversely affected 
by the pandemic,” said he Dr Chhieng 
Vanmunin, CeO of Khmer enterprise. 

Wing Bank has a long experience in 
supporting Smes in Cambodia to grow 
their business. As of 2020, Wing Bank 
has been working with more 2,400 
Smes for collection and disbursement 
services. 

“Smes play an integral role in our 
community through creating jobs, and 
supplying inputs to larger businesses. 

“This partnership reflects our 

relentless commitment to supporting 
Sme growth and exploring further 
opportunities to help them sustain their 
businesses,” said hor Bunthe, Wing 
Bank deputy CeO.

having launched a commercial bank 
licence in April of this year, Wing Bank 
has enhanced its efforts in supporting 
the community by establishing 
financial products and services for both 
individual customers and businesses. 

All of these products can be accessed 
through the financial digital ecosystem 
of Wing Bank, which includes Wing 
money and the more than 10,000 Wing 
Cash Xpress Agents across Cambodia. 

Khmer enterprise, established 
by the ministry of economy and 
Finance (meF), aims to mobilise, 
invest and manage resources to 
support the development of a 
vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem 
in the Kingdom, thereby promoting 
entrepreneurial activities driving 
innovation and value-added creation  
in Cambodia’s economy.  

In response to the challenges and 
impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Khmer enterprise has filtered almost 
700 applications, among which 59 
startups and Smes were chosen to 
receive government grants. 

Next year, Khmer enterprise aims 
to roll out another round of assistance 
package programmes to support 
startups and Smes and see them thrive 
with the reopening of the economy.   

Khmer Enterprise and Wing Bank join hands to 
support Cambodian SMEs affected by Covid-19

 The SME members of Khmer Enterprise now can access loans from Wing Bank and its financial  
digital ecosystem to aid recovery from the impacts of the pandemic.

Wing Bank deputy CEO Hor Bunthe (left) and Khmer Enterprise CEO HE Dr Chhieng Vanmunin. SUPPLIED

Japan pledges continued support for Cambodia
Ry Sochan

 

JAPAn has pledged further sup-
port to Cambodia in its inter-
national peacekeeping efforts 
while the two countries have 

urged myanmar to fully implement 
the five-point consensus reached by 
ASeAn on the situation in myanmar.

The pledge was made on november 
18 during a telephone conversation 
between minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Cooperation Prak 
Sokhonn and his newly-appointed 
Japanese counterpart Yoshimasa 
Hayashi. 

“In the area of political security, 
[Hayashi] commended Cambodia’s 
contribution to international peace-
keeping and pledged to further sup-
port Cambodia in this endeavour,” 
said Cambodia’s foreign ministry in a 
press release. 

“[Sokhonn] thanked Japan for 
providing capacity building support 
to Cambodian peacekeepers and 
agreed with [Hayashi] that the two 
countries should resume exchange 
of visits and further expand coopera-
tion, particularly in peacekeeping,” 
the press release added. 

The press release continued that 
the two ministers had expressed 
satisfaction with the ongoing level 
of active consultations between the 
two foreign ministers on bilateral co-
operation, including the promotion 
of human rights in Cambodia. 

Sokhonn recalled Japan’s impor-
tant contributions to Cambodia’s 
reconstruction and expressed grati-
tude to Japan for continuing to as-
sist Cambodia’s socio-economic de-
velopment and  providing support 
for Cambodia’s efforts to respond to 

the Covid-19 pandemic, including 
through the provision of medical 
equipment and vaccines.

The press release said the two min-
isters had discussed at length the 
situation with myanmar and they 
shared the view that ASeAn had an 
important role  in assisting  myan-
mar in finding a peaceful approach 
to resolving the crisis.

“The five-point consensus agreed 
upon at the ASeAn Leaders’ meet-

ing on April 24, 2021, should be fully 
implemented without further delay,” 
was the view of both Cambodia and 
Japan, the press release stated. 

It said the two ministers noted with 
satisfaction the growing relations of 
friendship and cooperation between 
Japan and Cambodia and the year 
2023 will be an important juncture 
for celebration as it marks the 70th 
anniversary of formal ties between 
the two nations.  

They also expressed views on vari-
ous fields of bilateral cooperation, 
including the development of Si-
hanoukville seaport, facilitation of 
trade and economic exchanges and 
reinvigoration of people-to-people 
connectivity following the relaxation 
of Covid-19 restrictions.

Kin Phea, director of the royal 
Academy of Cambodia’s Internation-
al relations Institute, told The Post 
on november 21 that ever since the 

1991 Paris Peace Agreements, rela-
tions between Japan and Cambodia 
had improved in all areas including 
politics, economic ties and cultural 
exchanges.

He said Japan has been especially 
helpful with the restoration and re-
building of Cambodia, making sig-
nificant contributions to the estab-
lishment and maintenance of peace 
in the Kingdom because Japan has 
always wisely prioritised political 
stability.  

“Diplomatic relations between 
Cambodia and Japan have always 
been very steady because Japan has 
always been cautious with its diplo-
matic reactions and its formal diplo-
matic positions with Cambodia and 
this gentle approach has ensured that 
relations between the two countries 
have never had to sail through any 
rough waters after the Paris Peace 
Accords up until now,” he said. 

He added that today Japan is seen as 
a peaceful country and it actually has a 
pacifist constitution that was adopted 
following its defeat by the US in World 
War II.  The US then went on to rebuild 
Japan and helped to turn it into the 
world’s third largest economy.

“Cambodia-Japan relations are im-
portant because Japan is like a scale 
weighing Cambodia-US relations and 
Cambodia-China relations because 
Japan is a very close ally of the US.

“The US-Cambodia relationship 
has its ups and downs. Sometimes 
the waves turn choppy. but in many 
areas Cambodia and Japan are able 
to work very closely and smoothly 
like with issues of peace and stability 
in the region and Japan can then be 
a good mediator during those rough 
stretches,” Phea said.

Minister of Foreign Affiars and International Cooperation Prak Sokhonn and his newly-appointed Japanese counterpart Yoshimasa 
Hayashi. facebook
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oz helping Kingdom 
update engineering
Ry Sochan

C
AmboDIA and Aus-
tralia have agreed to 
expand Australian 
assistance to Cam-

bodia to update Cambodia’s 
engineering standards, ease 
its transition to electric ve-
hicles and assist with waste-
water strategy development.

The agreement was reached 
on november 17at a meeting 
between Australian ambassa-
dor to Cambodia Pablo Kang 
and minister of Public Works 
and Transport Sun Chanthol .

“Ambassador Kang met this 
week with He Sun Chanthol, 
Senior minister for Public 
Works and Transport where they 
agreed to expand Australian 
assistance to update Cambo-
dia’s engineering standards, 
its transition to electric vehi-
cles, and wastewater strategy 
development,” the Australian 
embassy to Cambodia said on 
its Facebook page.

The Facebook post added 
that – 20 years ago – Australia 
helped Cambodia develop en-
gineering standards for roads 
and bridges which have de-
fined Cambodian infrastruc-
ture standards ever since.

The Australian embassy 
stated that Australia will con-
tinue supporting its long-
standing quality infrastruc-
ture partnership by helping 

Cambodia to update those 
standards to ensure climate 
resilience and incorporate re-
cent technological advances 
through their new regional 
Partnerships for Infrastruc-
ture – P4I – programme.

Australian foreign min-
ister marise Payne recently 
visited Cambodia and met 

with Prime minister Hun 
Sen, minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Co-
operation Prak Sokhonn and 
minister of Women’s Affairs 
Ing Kuntha Phavi, wherein 
she also pledged additional 
support for Cambodia, par-
ticularly in its role as chair of 
ASeAn for 2022.

A meeting between Australian ambassador to Cambodia Pablo Kang and 
Minister of Public Works and Transport Sun Chanthol on Wednesday. 
PUBLIC WORKS MINISTRY 

A meeting between Ratanakkiri provincial governor Nhem Sam Oeun and Lao ambassador to Cambodia 
Amphay Kindavong at the provincial hall on Friday. PROVINCIAL INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

border provinces join 
Cambodia-Laos group
Ry Sochan

rATAnAKKIrI province and 
Laos have agreed to strength-
en and expand the Cambodia-
Laos Association to push for 
better cooperation and rela-
tions between the two sides.

The agreement was reached 
at a meeting on november 19 
at the provincial hall between 
ratanakkiri provincial gover-
nor nhem Sam oeun and Lao 
ambassador to Cambodia 
Amphay Kindavong, who is 
close to the end of his term.  

The ratanakkiri provincial 
Department of Information 

said on its Facebook page 
on november 19 that at the 
meeting Amphay Kindavong 
expressed that it was Laos’ 
intention to strengthen the 
Cambodia-Laos Association 
by inducting the Cambodian 
border provinces as members. 

“In response to the proposed 
strengthening of the Cam-
bodia-Laos Association, His 
excellency [nhem Sam oeun] 
expressed his support for this 
initiative to push for better 
cooperation and relations,” 
the Facebook page said. 

nhem Sam oeun said that 
although the term of the Lao 

ambassador is ending soon, 
the traditionally good relations 
between ratanakkiri province 
and the Laos border provinces 
would continue normally. 

Amphay Kindavong said 
that despite the Covid-19 cri-
sis, relations between Laos 
and Cambodia –  especially the 
border provinces – remained 
cooperative and that both 
sides endeavored to be good 
neighbours to each other.

The ambassador also said he 
believes that Sam oeun will make 
positive changes to ratanakkiri 
province during his tenure due 
to his strong leadership skills.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THe banteay meanchey mili-
tary Police have arrested 15 
Thai suspects and their ac-
complices after a gun battle 
between two Thai groups 
caused injuries to three po-
lice officers in the early hours 
of november 21, local author-
ities said.

national military Police 
spokesman eng Hy said that 
according to the preliminary re-
port he has receiced, village res-
idents reported a gunfight tak-
ing place between two groups 
of Thais – which was then met 
with an armed response by the 
provincial military Police.

Hy said two groups of Thais 
were drinking alcohol out-
side of a store in town. They 
got into a dispute and the 
two sides were throwing wine 
bottles at each other at first, 
but then a gun fight erupted 
between them, taking onlook-
ers by surprise. 

The military Police then ral-
lied and intervened to break 
up the gun battle and bring 
the chaotic and dangerous 
situation under control, which 
resulted in three of their offi-
cers being shot, said Hy. 

“I saw the information post-
ed on Facebook and to some 
local websites that three of our 
officers were injured. one of 
the three was seriously injured 
by a bullet passing through 

both of his cheeks. That officer 
was sent to the provincial hos-
pital for treatment. but I do 
not know the officers’ names 
yet because the provincial 
military Police have yet to pro-
vide any details,” he said.

Poipet district governor 
Keat Hul told The Post that 
authorities were continu-
ing to search for additional 
suspects for questioning and 
possible arrest. However, he 
did not know what caused the 
initial violence or the ensuing 
armed clashes with officers.

“According to a prelimi-
nary report concerning the 
incident, three officers were 
injured and a group of 15 sus-
pects were arrested and sent 
to the Poipet town military 
Police command headquar-
ters for questioning. but so 
far I have not yet received a 
written report from the mili-
tary Police forces,” he said.

Hul said the violence was 
the work of troublemakers 
and it could seriously affect 
the social and economic sta-
bility of Poipet town. He said 
area forces would take strict 
action against those respon-
sible without allowing any of 
them to escape.  

Poipet town military Police 
commander nuon ninaro 
and provincial military police 
commander born bin could 
not be reached for comment 
on november 21.

b meanchey gunfight 
sees 15 Thais arrested,  
three officers injured 
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Kingdom’s biodiversity ‘strong’
Post Staff

C
ambodia is still rec-
ognised as a global 
leader in biodiversity 
with 6,149 species 

living in Cambodia on record 
to date, ministry of environ-
ment spokesman neth Pheak-
tra said on november 19.

“The number of species may 
even increase over time because 
new examples of Cambodia’s 
incredible degree of biodiver-
sity may be discovered,” he said 
on his Facebook page. 

He added that Cambodia has 
162 species of mammals, 601 
species of birds, 173 species of 
reptiles, 3,113 species of small 
and large plants, 1,357 species 
of fish, 671 species of verte-
brates, and 72 species of 
amphibians, including 24 kinds 
of hard corals, 14 kinds of soft 
corals and 10 kinds of seagrass 
– all within the borders of a 
relatively small country. 

He continued that most peo-
ple are used to experiencing 
Cambodia’s wildlife through for-
eign documentaries rather than 

in-person and he noted that at 
the bottom of the sea within 
Cambodia’s territorial waters the 
area is also rich in biodiversity.

according to the national 
Council for Sustainable devel-
opment, biodiversity helps 
farmers in the production of 
crops.  People have taken 
advantage of Cambodia’s bio-
diversity by hunting or foraging 
for species to use for food, 
medicine and other products.  

biodiverse ecosystems play 
a role in purifying water, pro-
ducing oxygen, preventing 

floods and natural disasters 
and assisting plant pollination. 
biodiversity can be viewed as 
a store of nature’s vast knowl-
edge and full of mysteries for 
humanity, they said.

“Poor countries as well as 
developed countries rely heav-
ily on natural resources. They 
have used their territory’s bio-
diversity for national econom-
ic development and to make 
large contributions to their 
gross domestic product (GdP),” 
the national Council for Sus-
tainable development said.

neC voter registrations 
open until november 30
Om Bunthoeurn

THe national election Com-
mittee (neC) announced on 
november 20 that over the first 
37 days of voter list inspection 
and registration 380,961 people 
had registered to vote and  
180,762 names were marked for 
deletion from the voter list.

The neC said that on 
november 19 alone there were 
8,559 new registered voters 
while 3,131 entries were delet-
ed from the voter list. 4,227 
people had corrected their 
registration data and 2,255 
people had registered moves 
to new communes that day.

neC said that within the first 
37 days of the registration peri-

od, there were 380,961 newly 
registered voters, and 180,762 
names that were marked for 
deletion from the voter list. 
152,976 people had corrected 
their registration data and 
115,505 people had registered 
moves to new communes.

“The 2021 voter list inspec-
tion and registration takes place 
from october 12 to november 
30, including Saturdays and 
Sundays.  Citizens who become 
eligible to vote, please go and 
check the voter list and register 
in the voter registration offices 
currently located in some vil-
lages and communes,” the 
press release said. 

The press release added that 
the voter list inspection and 

registration period was intend-
ed to give people the opportu-
nity to check their names and 
data against the final lists that 
will be used for the 2022 com-
mune council election. if they 
find something that is wrong, 
they have to correct it and 
make sure their information 
accords with their Cambodian 
id cards in order to vote in the 
upcoming election. 

neC is also trying to register 
those who have just reached 
the age of 18 or will before the 
2022 election (those born 
before or born on June 6, 2004), 
Cambodian citizens who 
moved to a new commune and 
those who have never regis-
tered to vote before.

 In-sea diving activities for tourists in Sihanoukville in November. Cambodia boasts rich biodiversity and strong efforts to manage and preserve the 
environment. khmer dive group

People check the voter list in Chak Angre Leu commune of Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district in October. hong menea

Ry Sochan

miniSTer of interior Sar 
Kheng said that Cambodia 
would invest in a computer-
ised civil registry system that 
permits registrations through 
websites and via mobile apps 
in order to facilitate the provi-
sion of civil registry services.

He made the remarks on 
november 19 at a virtual min-
isterial roundtable meeting on 
the development of a robust 
civil registry system and inte-
grating the lessons learned 
from the pandemic into the 
second phase of the civil reg-
istry improvements.  

“Cambodia will invest in a 
computerised civil registry sys-
tem that allows registrations 
through websites and mobile 
technology and adjust the way 
the system works to facilitate 
the provision of services and 
civil registration,” he said

He added that the Covid-19 
pandemic had disrupted 
socio-economic activities and 
it had also impacted the gov-
ernment’s ability to maintain 
the services and functions of 
the civil registry system and 
produce accurate civil registry 
statistics, according to the 
ministry of interior’s Facebook 
page on november 19.

He said that the govern-
ment had defined vaccination 

as a key strategic measure to 
prevent the spread of the dis-
ease in communities and to 
strengthen treatment capac-
ity. The government had also 
laid out intervention meas-
ures in socio-economic areas 
to help maintain a balance 
between disease prevention 
and people’s businesses and 
livelihoods. 

He added that the Covid-19 
preventive measures had also 
contributed significantly to 
the inability of the civil regis-
try system to continue func-
tioning and that this was one 
of the challenges posed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic but the 
civil registry system can be 
restored quickly and that 
work is now in progress.

Sar Kheng said on his Face-
book page on november 19 
that comprehensive and 
timely civil registry statistical 
data produced from civil reg-
istrations will help the gov-
ernment set goa ls and 
respond effectively to emer-
gencies or disasters. 

He noted that Cambodia is 
implementing a number of 
initiatives set out in the 
10-year national Strategic 
Plan on identification 2017-
2026 that will help the civil 
registry system with the pro-
duction of accurate civil reg-
istry statistics.

Sar Kheng: Civil 
registry systems 
need tech boost
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no Stock Closing Price opening Price high Low

1 ABC 10,940 10,940 10,980 10,920

2 GTI 4,300 4,220 4,300 4,220

3 PAS 13,620 13,620 13,620 13,500

4 PEPC 3,140 3,150 3,150 3,110

5 PPAP 14,800 14,900 14,900 14,800

6 PPSP 2,010 2,010 2,010 2,000

7 PWSA 6,900 6,900 6,900 6,880

Date: November 17, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,094 1.2564 6.3813 114.84 4.1790 1.3581 32.72 0.7280 1.1315 1.3431

SSeZ imports, exports hit $1.77b in Jan-oct
Hin Pisei

THe value of imports and exports 
passing through the Sihanoukville 
Special economic Zone (SSeZ) reached 
$1.767 billion in the first 10 months of 
2021, marking a 38.81 per cent year-
on-year uptick from $1.273 billion, the 
operator reported on november 17.

“SSeZ is developing sustainably, 
focusing on preventing epidemics on 
the one hand and ensuring produc-
tion on the other hand,” Sihanoukville 
Special economy Zone Co Ltd said in 
a statement.

Hong vanak, director of Interna-
tional economics at the royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia, told The Post on 
november 21 that the upturn “con-
firms” that production lines and 
orders at factories in SSeZ have not 

had any significant hold-ups.
“These numbers will be even high-

er when the socio-economic situa-
tion in Cambodia picks up further, 
especially from the end of november, 
when the government reopens [the 
country] to international tourists 
fully-inoculated against the novel 
coronavirus,” he said.

The Kingdom expects trade growth 
to remain in positive territory each 
year for the foreseeable future, stimu-
lated by “a series of new achievements”, 
he said, offering new investment laws, 
and bilateral and multilateral free 
trade agreements as examples.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Lim Heng told The 
Post that the company’s commitment 
to investing in production and “effec-
tive” measures against Covid-19 

measures was the driving force 
behind the continuous growth of the 
SSeZ’s imports and exports.

He predicted that growth would 
accelerate further, now that the gov-
ernment announced the resumption 
of almost all economic activity.

“The stability of the production 
chains and the growth in orders have 
led to the steady increase in imports 
of raw materials and finished exports 
of the SSeZ,” Heng said.

In addition to progress on econom-
ic resumption, the newly enacted 
investment law will also be an impor-
tant element in attracting more 
investment to Cambodia, he added.

The ministry of economy and 
Finance earlier reported that Cambo-
dia’s non-gold exports totalled $11.010 
billion in the first eight months of this 

year, growing by 20.4 per cent year-
on-year, while the analogous imports 
were worth to $14.6 billion, expand-
ing by 26.7 per cent year-on-year.

According to the operator, SSeZ 
handled imports and exports worth 
$1.565 billion last year, an increase of 
26.52 per cent over 2019.

SSeZ lies on a whopping 11.13sq 
km in bit Traing commune’s Pou 
Thoeung village in Preah Sihanouk 
province’s Prey nop district.

established in 2008 and purportedly 
committed to creating multinational 
investment platforms for companies 
around the world, SSeZ is a partnership 
between by Jiangsu Taihu Cambodia 
International economic Cooperation 
Investment Co Ltd and the Cambodia 
International Investment Development 
Group Co Ltd (CIIDG).

Continued from page 1

sources 100 per cent of the rubber that 
it uses, and that it could absorb as 
much as 50 per cent of local production 
once its factory is fully operational.

“The progress of the company will 
not only enhance the reputation of 
Cambodia’s export products, but also 
help local investors and rubber growers 
in terms of market and price,” he said.

He added that tyres and other 
goods made from local rubber could 
supply the Kingdom’s steadily grow-
ing roster of auto assembly plants.

Interest by foreign investors in de-
veloping the Cambodian automo-
tive industry has gained traction in 
recent years.

The Council for the Development 
of Cambodia (CDC) said in a state-
ment on november 12 that it had ap-
proved final registration certificates 
for two such investment projects.

These are rmA Automotive (Cam-
bodia) Co Ltd’s $21 million car and 
components assembly plant in Pursat 
province’s Krakor district, and em Au-
tomobile Co Ltd’s $16.3 million assem-
bly line for trailers and heavy trucks, 
machinery and components in Koh 
Kong province’s Sre Ambel district.

Heng said the recent introduc-
tion of new export products signal 
a gradual shift towards medium 
and heavy industry, and a departure 
from a sole reliance on light indus-
try – largely textile-based goods.

Leading a CDC delegation to assess 
the progress of the then-still under 
construction Cart Tire facilities on 
July 1, the council’s secretary-gener-
al Sok Chenda Sophea affirmed that 
the company would exclusively buy 
domestic rubber as raw material in 
the production of the tyres.

In its first year, the plant would require 
about 50,000 tonnes of rubber, and up 
to 150,000 tonnes in the fifth, he said, 
underlining that this was equivalent to 
around 43 per cent of total domestic 
rubber production last year.

earlier this year, the government 
approved Cart Tire’s plans to set up 
the car tyre factory on 50ha in QiLu 
(Cambodia) Special economic Zone, 
with an investment of $350 million.

At the same time, other players are 
also vying for a slice of the burgeon-
ing market.

For instance, Jiangsu General’s tyre 
factory is scheduled to open in Preah 
Sihanouk province in mid-2022. The 
project involves a capital investment 
of more than $200 million and is set 
to have an annual production capac-
ity of up to six million tyres.

Investments rev
up Cambodia’s
auto assembly,
tyre industries

Domestic tourism soars 237%
over three-day Water Festival
Hin Pisei

H
oLIDAYmAKerS 
made 910,150 
domestic trips 
across Cambodia 

during this year’s Water Festi-
val on november 18-20, with 
the capital ranking as the top 
destination, according to the 
ministry of Tourism.

The ministry noted that 
899,869 Cambodians and 
10,281 foreign residents vis-
ited Phnom Penh (199,835) 
and the provinces of Siem 
reap (118,146), Preah Si-
hanouk (111,322), Kam-
pot (83,466), Kep (75,865), 
Pursat (53,807), battam-
bang (38,667), Kampong 
Speu (37,465), mondulkiri 
(32,957), Kandal (27,280) 
and ratanakkiri (24,596). 
The remaining 16 provinces 
saw 106,744 visitors.

on a per-day basis, the 
number of domestic trips 
over november 18-20 rose 
by 236.54 per cent from 
the second weekend of this 
month – 180,296 from no-
vember 13-14, as reported 
by the ministry.

Known locally as bon 
om Touk, the Water Fes-
tival fell from november 
18-20 this year, the second 

day of which aligns with 
the date of the full moon in 
the Khmer lunar calendar 
month of Katdoek (or Kar-
tika in Sanskrit) when the 
long-cycle rice crops are 
ready for harvest.

minister of Tourism Thong 

Khon said local sightseers 
were all too delighted to 
get out over the three-day 
holiday, spurred on by the 
reopening of prominent 
destinations in areas such 
as Sihanoukville and Siem 
reap-Angkor, rising Covid 

full-vaccination rates, and 
the socio-economic situa-
tion’s gradual transition to a 
“new normal”.

He said tourist attractions 
have been preparing the 
infrastructure and embel-
lishments to attract domes-

tic tourists, and adjusting 
to “new normal” rules and 
regulations.

“All of these factors reflect a 
return towards the ‘new nor-
mal’ and the resumption of 
economic activity, especially 
for businesses and private 
sector entities that had been 
suspended,” said Khon.

Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion (Pata) Cambodia chap-
ter chairman Thourn Sinan 
told The Post on november 
21 that the number of visi-
tors rose at all tourist desti-
nations, which he ascribed 
to a drop in active Covid-19 
cases, increased awareness 
and participation in preven-
tive measures, and a greater 
receptiveness among au-
thorities to travel.

He suggested that the up-
tick in domestic trips could 
be a bellwether for the future 
of international tourism.

“This is a wonderful sign 
for Cambodia’s tourism sec-
tor and could bring a new test 
for the management of the 
status of Covid-19 cases in 
the community,” Sinan said.

“If there aren’t any more 
outbreaks, I’d chalk it up as 
a huge success for the gov-
ernment in the nationwide 
vaccination campaign.”

Tourists visit Angkor Wat temple in Siem Reap province during the Water Festival. TOURISM MINISTRY



A
N ABSENCE of funds 
in South Korea that 
consist of cryptocur-
rencies has put indi-

vidual investors in danger, 
blockchain industry-focused 
investment firm Hashed 
founder and CEO Simon Kim 
said last week.

“I believe this current situa-
tion of not being able to estab-
lish a cryptocurrency fund 
despite its popularity and high 
transaction volume is abnor-
mal and contributes to market 
distortion,” Kim said.

Kim added that the crypto-
currency market, whose trans-
action volume sometimes 
exceeds that of the country’s 
main bourse Kospi, has 
become undeniably huge, but 
individual investors still have 
to make investment decisions 
about numerous cryptocur-
rencies and blockchain 
projects on their own.

Some investors do not neces-
sarily have a full grasp of the 
blockchain industry or certain 
cryptocurrencies, but nonethe-
less they could want to bet on 
the prospects of the fledgling 
industry, according to Kim.

“That’s why the participa-
tion of institutional investors 
is needed. Institutional inves-
tors can do that job of select-
ing promising companies and 
industries on behalf of retail 
investors and help the market 

grow healthier,” Kim noted.
Establishing a fund consist-

ing of virtual currencies is 
impossible in South Korea, as 
custodians do not accept 
cryptocurrencies as assets.

Kim shared his thoughts on 
the current status of the indus-
try during a session titled 
“Blockchain scene in South 
Korea: The hype and reality” 
with Ground X CEO Jason Han 
at ComeUp, a government-led 
start-up conference that took 
place from November 17-19

Kim and Han discussed how 
South Korea, once a global lead-
er in the blockchain industry, is 

now lagging behind the leading 
countries due to heavy regula-
tions on the emerging sector.

“South Korea used to be at 
the centre of the spotlight in 
the blockchain industry with 
top talents and interesting 
projects two or three years ago, 
Unfortunately, it is now diffi-
cult to call South Korea a mar-
ket leader,” Kim said.

Reckless remarks from gov-
ernment officials poured cold 
water over the then-fast-grow-
ing domestic market in 2017 
and 2018. “Some government 
officials made comments like 
‘shut down everything’ or ‘stop 

your kid from investing in 
cryptocurrencies’, as if crypto-
currencies are somehow the 
root of all evil,” Kim claimed.

The disappointing trend in 
blockchain adoption in South 
Korea led to valuable talent 
seeking out opportunities else-
where in more promising 
industries, according to Han of 
Ground X, the blockchain arm 
of mobile giant Kakao Corp.

“While the brightest talent 
tends to go to the blockchain 
industry in leading countries, 
Korean talents were able to 
earn high salaries in the more 
mainstream industries other 
than blockchain,” Han added.

Kim and Han urged the gov-
ernment to take more a pro-
gressive stance on the industry, 
which they call one of the most 
disruptive changes in history.

“The rules of business are 
reshaping. I sometimes won-
der if big corporates and even 
start-ups could keep up with 
the changes in a near future,” 
Han said.

“As this could be an oppor-
tunity of once in a lifetime for 
a country like South Korea, I 
hope the government sup-
ports the industry and create 
an atmosphere where more 
talents can do what they want 
to do, instead of following the 
practices of the US and Singa-
pore.” THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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Laos eyes mineral earnings
of $463m in fourth quarter

Absence of Korea crypto funds
puts investors in danger: CEO

Hite Jinro to see leap
in sales under ‘living
with Covid’: analyst

LAOS is expecting to earn 
about $463 million from the 
sale of minerals domestically 
and for export in the last three 
months of this year, after earn-
ing $1.464 billion in the first 
nine months of 2021.

The value of mineral sales this 
year is expected to be 15.04 per 
cent more than targeted, Dep-
uty Prime minister Dr Sonexay 
Siphandone told the National 
Assembly (NA) last week.

The value of minerals pro-
duced in the first nine months 
was 12.601 trillion kip ($1.18 bil-
lion) or 91.21 per cent of the 
13.812 trillion kip figure approved 
by the NA. The value for the 
whole year is expected to reach 
15.889 trillion kip, he said.

Some 124 companies are 
operating 209 projects in the 
exploration and processing of 
minerals as well as feasibility 
studies on mining operations, 
of which 14 companies are 
currently constructing facili-
ties, the ministry of Energy 
and mines reported at its Par-
ty Congress last week.

Over the last five years from 
2016-2020, the value of miner-
als and mineral products pro-
duced rose to $7.526 billion, 
while the value of minerals pro-
duced for domestic supply and 
export reached $8.092 billion.

In the five years from 2021-
2025, the value of minerals 
and mineral products pro-
duced is expected to hit $7.832 
billion, which is an increase 
of four per cent over the previ-

ous five years.
The value of minerals and 

mineral products for domestic 
supply is expected to reach 
$1.974 billion, which is an 
increase of 38 per cent over the 
past five years, while the value 
of minerals and mineral prod-
ucts exported is expected to fall 
by five per cent to $6.362 billion.

Laos has been ranked as one 
of the most resource-rich 
countries in Asia. more than 
570 mineral deposits have 
been identified, including 
gold, copper, zinc, iron, potas-
sium, limestone and lead.

In a bid to use these resources 
to bolster development, the 
government will encourage 

greater processing of minerals 
and reduce the amount of 
unprocessed minerals exported.

It will also improve mineral 
production so that raw min-
eral ores are processed and 
value added prior to export. 
mining areas will be improved 
so that excavation does not 
have adverse social or envi-
ronmental impacts.

Another goal is to create a 
stronger workforce in mining 
engineering and geographical 
engineering as well as estab-
lish sustainable financial 
mechanisms to manage natu-
ral resources and protect the 
environment. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

HITE Jinro, South Korea’s big-
gest beer and soju maker in 
terms of market share, is 
expected to become the “main 
beneficiary” of the liquor indus-
try as the country shifts back to 
normal under its “living with 
Covid-19” scheme, an industry 
analyst said on November 19. 

“With the resumption of 
entertainment facilities oper-
ating under the ‘living with 
Covid-19’ scheme, the recov-
ery of related sectors in the 
metropolitan area is a sign of 
upward momentum for the 
beer maker, while it has already 
secured the industry’s top posi-
tion with soju sales,” Kim Jung-
wook, a researcher at meritz 
Securities, said in a report. 

Hite Jinro’s third-quarter 
report showed that it has 
earned 557.4 billion won ($470 

million) in sales and 44.9 bil-
lion won in operating profit, 
which fell 10.7 per cent and 
30.3 per cent, respectively, 
compared to a year ago. 

From July to September, the 
country was under the tough-
est social distancing rules, 
which made it inevitable for the 
liquor industry to go through 
market losses and a profit 
crunch, according to Kim.

Kim said the local liquor 
industry is expected to see a 
boom toward the year’s end, 
mainly due to the “base effect” 
– which relates to inflation in 
the corresponding period of 
the previous year.

“With the market normalisa-
tion, Hite Jinro is expected to 
make growth in the fourth 
quarter,” Kim said. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The value of minerals produced in Laos over January-September was 
12.601 trillion kip ($1.18 billion) or 91.21 per cent of the 13.812 trillion 
kip figure approved by the National Assembly. LANE XANG MINERALS LTD

Hashed CEO Simon Kim (left) and Ground X CEO Jason Han talk about the 
blockchain scene in South Korea during ComeUp last week. THE KOREA HERALD

Hite Jinro’s third-quarter report showed that it has earned 557.4 billion 
won ($470 million) in sales and 44.9 billion won in operating profit, 
which fell 10.7 per cent and 30.3 per cent, respectively, compared to a 
year ago. HITE JINRO
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vietnam prices rise despite easing Covid rules

W
HILe most man-
ufacturing enter-
prises resumed 
operations as 

pandemic restrictions were 
eased, significant challenges 
remain because of the rising 
cost of petrol and raw mate-
rials. The price of consumer 
goods is expected to increase 
sharply as a result.

Duyen Hai economic Devel-
opment Co (Cofidec) director 
Dang Thi Phuong ninh told 
local media: “every commod-
ity has increased in price, 
in which, cooking oil is the 
ingredient with the highest 
increase, about 30 per cent 
higher compared to the same 
period in 2020 and is expected 
to increase even higher.”

ninh said prices of raw ma-
terials and accessories have 
increased since early this year 
and look set to continue to 
rise. 

According to experts, the 
increasing cost of petrol and 
raw materials will put great 
pressure on consumer spend-
ing, and a great burden on 
businesses, especially in the 
context of restoring produc-
tion after a long time of social 
distancing.

ninh said the company is 
facing difficulties in hiring 
more workers to meet de-
mand, adding that the “high 
cost of accessories is now the 
biggest concern”.

As director of vnflour Co, a 
firm that produces and sup-
plies flour for brands such as 

vifon, Thien Huong Food and 
CP Food, nguyen Tran ngoc 
Trinh said increasing petrol 
and raw materials prices were 
greatly affecting production 
since pandemic restrictions 
have been eased. 

Trinh said: “The price of 
wheat has increased by 30-
40 per cent, sometimes even 
up to 50 per cent, compared 

to before so we are forced to 
change the price of raw ma-
terials provided to food enter-
prises.”

Trinh is concerned that the 
sharp increase in raw material 
prices would affect product 
prices in the near future.

CJ Food vietnam human re-
sources director nguyen Thi 
Thao vien said the firm was 

facing the same issue of rising 
prices but would try to keep 
prices stable to share difficul-
ties with consumers. She said: 
“We cannot increase selling 
prices in the context of peo-
ple’s incomes plummeting.”

Pham Thi Huan, director-
general of ba Huan Co, the 
biggest egg provider in viet-
nam, said: “Currently, while 

the input costs are increasing 
by 20-30 per cent, the purchas-
ing power is weak because 
schools have not opened yet 
and businesses in industrial 
zones have not yet come back 
to their full activities.”

Though the egg firm has not 
yet raised prices, Huan said: 
“We hope that purchasing 
power will increase so that we 
can keep prices unchanged 
but if the demand is too low in 
such situation, we will have to 
increase prices.”

The food industry is not the 
only one seeing a rise in prices 
for raw materials; steel, wood 
and other enterprises are 
suffering the same. nguyen 
Chanh Phuong, vice-presi-
dent and secretary-general of 
Ho Chi minh City Fine Arts 
and Woodworking Associa-
tion, said most materials have 
seen prices increase.

He said: “The price of paint 
products increased quickly due 
to the influence of petrol and 
oil prices. From october to no-
vember, each week they have 
increased by five per cent.”

He added that businesses 
have to adjust prices, but it is 
not always easy as they have 
agreed fixed prices with cus-
tomers.

Phuong said: “As there are 
many orders to be finished, 
firms are concerned about the 
high production costs. others 
are concerned about taking new 
orders because of the cost.”

Phuong said firms must 
renegotiate prices with their 

customers and look for cheap-
er suppliers to save costs.

The price of essential items 
has increased by 10-30 per 
cent, and food and beverage 
service prices have also in-
creased by 10-15 per cent.

According to the market 
prices, a bottle of one-litre 
cooking oil has increased from 
3,000 to 5,000 dong ($0.13 to 
$0.22), or an increase of 15 
per cent from the prices listed 
in may. vegetables, fruits and 
fresh foods also increased by 
three and four times com-
pared to July.

An Aeon vietnam repre-
sentative said the increase in 
prices will affect small retail-
ers and markets first. big su-
permarkets, with advanced 
contracts, can better control 
the prices.

The vietnam Institute for 
economic and Policy research 
forecasts that inflation pres-
sure will increase in the last 
months of the year due to the 
sharp increases in producing 
prices, adding that this pres-
sure will gradually be trans-
ferred to consumer prices.

Around the world, inflation 
rates have skyrocketed, ac-
cording to bloomberg. The 
media said consumer prices 
in the US rose at their fast-
est pace since 1990. Chinese 
and Japanese producer price 
indexes fared better than ex-
pected and Germany, as the 
world’s fourth largest econo-
my, was no exception. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thailand’s eeCo eyes farm products,
Pattaya project to attract investment
To booST farmers’ income and attract invest-
ment, the eastern economic Corridor office 
(eeCo) has decided to start promoting five 
groups of agricultural products grown in the 
vicinity of the eastern Thai provinces of Chon-
buri, rayong and Chachoengsao.

“our preliminary survey revealed that farmers 
in eeC areas still use traditional farming tech-
niques, which utilise limited technology and 
consume high amounts of resources,” eeCo 
policy and planning specialist Phojanee Attha-
rojphinyo said on november 19.

“Traditional agriculture is taking up 66 per 
cent of land in eeC areas, 13 per cent of man-
power and 64 per cent of water resource, but 
generates only 2.6 per cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product [GDP].”

Phojanee added that the project aims to pro-
mote five agricultural product groups including 
fruits, fishery products, plants for bio-based 
products, herbal products, and high-value crops 
(like decorative plants and organic vegetables).

“We will operate under three strategies: improv-
ing product quality using high technology, using 
modern marketing techniques and innovations 
to maximise sales revenue, and developing new 
generation human resources in farms to incor-
porate modern agricultural practices into tradi-
tional farming techniques,” she said.

She added that eeCo estimates that in the 
next 20 years the population in the eeC 
area will increase by more than two mil-
lion, while the number of visitors land-
ing at U-Tapao International Airport 
could reach 60 million people.

“To support the increasing popula-
tion, eeCo is planning an urban devel-
opment project for areas in a 30km 
radius of the U-Tapao Airport.

“Dubbed the ‘Smart City Suitable for 
Living’ project, we aim to establish a 
new city that is driven by the bCG [bio, 
circular and green] economy follow-
ing the model of Singapore and 
Auckland, which have been ranked 
first in World Smart City Index in 

2020 and 2021, respectively,” she said.
She said the smart city will have features such 

as over 30 per cent of green areas, self-sustain-
able water resources, public transport system 
powered by clean energy, as well as enhanced 
public health and education systems.

meanwhile, Sonthaya Kunplome, mayor of 
Chonburi’s Pattaya city, on november 19 noted 
that eeCo is also working with the tourism hub 
on the neo Pattaya project with an aim to pro-
mote investment and tourism in Pattaya and Koh 
Lan, a resort island off the coast of the city.

“The neo Pattaya project started in 2018, when 
I first became the mayor,” he said. “It aims to devel-
op Pattaya city as an economic and investment 
hub in eeC areas which span across three prov-
inces of Chonburi, rayong and Chachoengsao.

“The project will make the city ready for 
expanding economy, tourism and employment 
brought about by the eeC investments.”

Sonthaya added that Pattaya city has drafted 
and implemented the first phase of develop-
ment plan for 2018 to 2022 which covers five 
aspects of development, namely economy, soci-
ety, environment, culture and integration.

“The second phase plan, which will be imple-
mented from 2022 to 2027, has already been 
approved by the eeCo. The office aims to attract up 
to 2.2 trillion baht [$67 billion] worth of investment 
in eeC areas in 2022, while currently the total invest-

ment in 2021 is at 1.6 trillion baht,” he said.
The mayor said that eight of 14 develop-

ment projects under the first phase 
development plan have been complet-
ed, with the remaining six ongoing.

“next year we have asked for a budget of 
77 million baht to continue these projects, 

while aiming to generate up to 10 times 
the investment value in return.

“These projects include the devel-
opment of tourist attractions in old 
Town of na Klua subdistrict, which 

expect to attract 1.2 million tourists 
per year and generate an income of 

900 million baht annually,” he said. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The price of essential items has increased across markets in Vietnam, due to a rise in production and 
transportation costs. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY
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C
HIneSe state media 
posted videos on no-
vember 21 purport-
ing to show tennis 

star Peng Shuai smiling and 
well, as international pressure 
mounted for information about 
her whereabouts.

The two-time Grand Slam 
doubles champion has not 
been seen publicly since al-
leging earlier this month that 
former vice-premier Zhang 
Gaoli, now in his 70s, “forced” 
her into sex during an on-off 
relationship spanning several 
years.

Following a global outcry, 
including from tennis super-
stars and the Un, Chinese 
state media have released 
footage purporting to show all 
is well with Peng.

In one of the videos, tweeted 
by Hu Xijin, editor of state-run 
tabloid Global Times, Peng ap-
pears to be standing in a stadi-
um at what he described as the 
“opening ceremony of a teen-
ager tennis match final”.

She is in a group of guests 
whose names are announced 
to a smattering of applause. 
Few spectators are visible in 
the stands.

A Global Times reporter 
tweeted another video show-
ing Peng signing autographs 
for children at a stadium before 
posing for photos with them.

In one of two other clips 
posted on november 20 by 
Hu, she appears to be walk-
ing into a restaurant wearing a 

coat, knit cap and face mask.
A visible sign says beijing 

Yibin Guesthouse, a famous 
Sichuan restaurant a stone’s 
throw from Tiananmen 
Square, owned by the Sich-
uan local government.

In the second, Peng is mask-
less sitting at a table chatting 
with people over a meal.

AFP could not verify the au-
thenticity of the videos.

Hu tweeted in english that 
the second video shows “Peng 
Shuai was having dinner with 
her coach and friends in a 
restaurant. The video content 
clearly shows they are shot on 
Saturday [november 20] bei-
jing time”.

The conversation revolved 
around “tennis matches”. A 
man sitting with Peng and two 
women said “tomorrow is no-
vember 20th”.

but one of the women quickly 
corrects him, saying, “It is the 
21st”, implying that the video 
was filmed on november 20.

The chat appears to be 
staged. It was filmed in the 
evening hours with a mobile 
phone. Peng appears relaxed in 
the footage.

Peng’s claims against Zhang 
were the first time China’s #me-
Too movement has touched the 
highest echelons of the ruling 
Communist Party.

They were quickly scrubbed 
from the Twitter-like Weibo 
platform, and concerns have 
grown for her safety since.

of the new videos, Women’s 

Tennis Association (WTA) boss 
Steve Simon said he was glad to 
see the images but “it remains 
unclear if she is free and able 
to make decisions and take ac-
tions on her own, without coer-
cion or external interference”.

“This video alone is insuf-
ficient,” Simon said in a state-
ment. “I have been clear about 
what needs to happen and our 
relationship with China is at a 
crossroads.”

The WTA has threatened 
to end lucrative contracts 

with China unless it gets 
word of Peng’s safety.

other Chinese state media 
have released what they say is 
proof that all is well with her.

First, state-run China Global 
Television network (CGTn) last 
week tweeted a screenshot of 
what it said was an email from 
Peng to the WTA saying her ac-
cusations were not true and 
that she was “resting at home 
and everything is fine”.

but doubts were flagged 
about the awkward language 

and a cursor visible in the 
screenshot. Then photos of 
a smiling Peng emerged on 
november 19 on the verified 
Twitter account @shen_shiwei, 
labelled Chinese state-affiliated 
media by the social network.

The authenticity of the imag-
es could not be verified, and the 
user did not respond to AFP’s 
request for comment.

These were followed by the 
videos posted on november 
20-21.

China has repeatedly refused 

to comment on the case.
Discussion about Peng’s ac-

cusations is blocked on China’s 
tightly controlled internet.

A growing chorus of voices in 
the sports world and beyond 
want to know where and how 
Peng is.

The White House has ex-
pressed “deep concern” about 
Peng, with President Joe biden’s 
press secretary saying his ad-
ministration wanted China to 
“provide independent, veri-
fiable proof” of her where-
abouts.

britain’s foreign office also 
said it was “extremely con-
cerned” and urged China to 
verifiable evidence.

The Un has insisted on a 
fully transparent investigation 
into the claims made by Peng 
against Zhang.

Some of the biggest names in 
tennis have spoken out about 
the case, including Serena Wil-
liams, novak Djokovic and 
naomi osaka.

Superstar roger Federer also 
weighed in on november 20, 
saying on Sky news: “She’s one 
of our tennis champions, a for-
mer world number one. Clearly 
it’s concerning. I hope she’s 
safe.”

Peng represented China at 
the beijing, London and rio 
de Janeiro olympics and won 
gold for China at the 2010 Asian 
Games.

She is a former Wimbledon 
and French open doubles 
champion. AFP

Tens of thousands protest Covid curbs in europe, oz
TenS of thousands took to the 
streets in cities across europe 
and Australia on november 20 
as anger mounted over fresh 
Covid restrictions imposed 
against a resurgent pandemic.

And Dutch police faced a sec-
ond night of rioting – this time 
in The Hague – after the previ-
ous night’s violence in the port 
city of rotterdam.

Clashes erupted after a day of 
mainly peaceful protests else-

where in the netherlands, with 
rioters throwing stones and 
fireworks at police and setting 
fire to bicycles. Several people 
were arrested.

europe is battling a fresh 
wave of infections and several 
countries have tightened curbs, 
with Austria on november 19 
announcing a nationwide par-
tial lockdown – the most dra-
matic restrictions in Western 
europe for months.

The netherlands went back 
into partial lockdown on 
november 13 with at least three 
weeks of curbs, and is now 
planning to ban unvaccinated 
people from entering some 
venues, the so-called 2G 
option.

Several thousand protesters 
angry at the latest measures 
gathered in Amsterdam. 
Another thousand marched 
through the southern city of 
breda near the belgian border, 
carrying banners with slogans 
such as “no Lockdown”.

organisers said they opposed 
Prime minister mark rutte’s 
plans to exclude the unvacci-
nated from bars and restau-
rants.

“People want to live, that’s 
why we’re here,” said organiser 
Joost eras.

but “we’re not rioters. We 
come in peace”, he said, dis-
tancing himself from the cha-
os the previous night in rot-
terdam, in which police said 
they had fired both warning 
and targeted shots and used 
water cannon.

In Austria, around 40,000 
came out to protest in central 
vienna near the Chancellery, 
responding to a call from the 
far-right FPo party.

They held up banners 
decrying “Corona dictator-
ship” and slamming the “divi-
sion of society”.

“It’s not normal that the gov-
ernment deprives us of our 
rights,” said 42-year-old teach-
er Katarina Gierscher, who 
travelled for six hours to attend 
the rally.

Some protesters wore a yel-
low star reading the words “not 
vaccinated”, a nod to the Star 
of David many Jews were forced 
to wear during the nazi era.

Austrian interior minister 
Karl nehammer expressed his 
outrage, saying in a statement 
that it “insults the millions of 
victims of the nazi dictatorship 
and their families”.

From november 22, 8.9 mil-
lion Austrians will not be 
allowed to leave home except 
to go to work, shop for essen-
tials and exercise. The restric-
tions will initially last 20 days 

with an evaluation after 10 
days.

vaccination against Covid-19 
in the Alpine nation will be 
mandatory from February 1 
next year.

Thousands also marched in 
Croatia’s capital Zagreb and in 
Denmark, around a thousand 
people protested against gov-
ernment plans to reinstate a 
Covid pass for civil servants 
going to work.

“Freedom for Denmark,” 
cried some of the marchers at 
a rally in Copenhagen organ-
ised by the radical men in black 
group, who believe Covid-19 is 
just a “scam”.

In Australia around 10,000 
marched in Sydney and there 
were also protests in other major 
cities against vaccine mandates 
applied to certain occupations 
by state authorities.

“In Australia where a fanati-
cal cult runs our health 
bureaucracies, they say it’s 
oK” to vaccinate children, 
right-wing politician Craig 
Kelly told the Sydney crowd to 
large cheers.

on november 20, France 
dispatched dozens of elite 
forces to its Caribbean island 
of Guadeloupe after arson and 
looting overnight in the over-
seas territory, despite a newly 
imposed night curfew.

In Iran, the health ministry 
on november 20 said more 
than half of the population had 
been fully vaccinated against 
Covid-19, as infection and 
death rates in the country have 
started to drop.

Winter sports have again 
been hit by the pandemic. Ger-
many has ordered next month’s 
Ski Jumping World Cup in Klin-
genthal to be held behind 
closed doors.

but it wasn’t all bad.
In France, jubilant skiers hit 

the slopes as resorts fully 
opened their doors for the first 
time in almost two years.

“We’re delighted to be able 
to get the lifts up and running 
again and to be able to do our 
job 100 per cent,” rescue work-
er emmanuel Laissus told AFP 
in the val Thorens resort in the 
southeast. AFP

new videos of Chinese tennis star 
emerge but global outcry grows

Chinese tennis star Peng Shuai, seen here in 2017, has accused a former vice-premier of ‘forcing’ her into 
sex. STR/AFP

Austria’s far-right Freedom Party FPO called the Vienna protest. AFP



MALAYSIA’S Barisan Nasional (BN) coali-
tion led by Umno captured Melaka on 
November 20, winning 21 of the 28 seats 
in the state polls.

Rival pact Pakatan Harapan (PH) won in 
five constituencies and Perikatan Nasion-
al (PN) won two seats, according to results 
confirmed by the Election Commission 
late on November 20.

This means that BN has won 75 per cent 
of the wards in Melaka, the second-smallest 
Malaysian state by land size after Perlis.

Umno president Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, 
who wore a neck brace when he appeared 
at the BN operations centre, praised the 
efforts of his deputy Mohamad Hasan, who 
led the coalition’s election machinery in 
Melaka, and other state leaders.

Referring to former premier Najib Razak, 
he added to cheers from the crowd: “I did 
not forget Bossku’s contributions.”

Zahid did not join the Melaka campaign 
because he was away in Germany for 
medical treatment.

Najib was highly visible during the 
12-day campaigning period as he made 
many public appearances, despite curbs 
by the federal government on public con-
tact amid the pandemic.

BN lost Melaka to PH in the May 2018 
general election, mirroring the unexpect-
ed PH victory at the federal level.

But the PH state government collapsed 
due to defections early last year, just as its 
federal counterpart was ousted for similar 
reasons.

Another round of defections last month 
saw the BN-led state government, which 
had replaced PH, also losing its majority, 
leading to the dissolution of the legislative 
assembly.

The PH coalition, which is an opposition 

bloc at the federal level, conceded defeat 
on November 20, ahead of the release of 
the official results.

PH secretary-general Saifuddin Nasution 
said that based on the unofficial results it 
obtained, the Melaka voters have decided 
to give their mandate to BN.

“We would like to state that the people 
of Melaka have made their decisions 
through the ballot box,” Saifuddin told a 
news conference, as quoted by the Star 
daily. “And based on that, it shows that they 
wanted Barisan to form a government and 
Pakatan needs to respect the results.”

The state election is closely watched as 
Melaka has a racial composition and 
urban-rural split similar to the national 
averages, making November 20’s polls a 
bellwether for the next general election.

The general election is not due until 2023 
but is expected to take place next year.

PH chief Anwar Ibrahim suffered a 
crushing blow as his bloc won only five 
seats, compared with the 15 it won in the 
May 2018 general election.

His own Parti Keadilan Rakyat lost the 
three seats it won in 2018.

Former premier Muhyiddin Yassin’s PN 
pact won two seats, and he said its candi-
dates secured good chunks of the votes.

This was despite expectations that PN 
would do poorly as the third coalition 
standing between BN and PH.

PN is anchored by Muhyiddin’s Parti 
Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia and Parti Islam 
SeMalaysia.

Muhyiddin on November 20 declared 
that PN will be BN’s main challenger in the 
upcoming general election.

“We have arrived here and will remain 
steadfast to become BN’s main challenger,” 
he told the media in Melaka. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  NovEMBER  22, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

ASEAN

ICC suspends investigation 
of Philippines ‘war on drugs’
T

HE International 
Criminal Court (ICC) 
has suspended its 
investigation into 

suspected rights abuses com-
mitted under Philippine Pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte’s “war 
on drugs” following a request 
from Manila.

The Hague-based court 
in September authorised a 
probe of the campaign that 
has left thousands of people 
dead, saying it resembled an 
illegitimate and systematic 
attack on civilians.

Duterte was elected in 2016 
on a campaign promise to get 
rid of the Philippines’ drug 
problem, openly ordering po-
lice to kill drug suspects if of-
ficers’ lives were in danger.

At least 6,181 people have 
died in more than 200,000 an-
ti-drug operations conducted 
since July 2016, according to 
the latest official data released 
by the Philippines.

ICC prosecutors in court 
papers estimate the figure 
to be between 12,000 and 
30,000 dead.

According to court docu-
ments, Philippine ambassador 
Eduardo Malaya requested a 
deferral.

“The prosecution has tem-
porarily suspended its in-
vestigative activities while it 
assesses the scope and effect 
of the deferral request,” ICC 

prosecutor Karim Khan wrote 
in a court notification dated 
November 18.

He said the prosecution 
would request additional in-
formation from the Philip-
pines.

Duterte pulled Manila out 
of the ICC in 2019 after it 
launched a preliminary probe, 
but the court says it has juris-
diction over crimes commit-
ted while the Philippines was 
still a member.

After long refusing to admit 
the court had any power to 
intervene and refusing to co-
operate, Duterte backtracked 

last month to say he would 
prepare his defence.

Despite its request to the 
ICC, Manila said it main-
tained that the court had no 
jurisdiction.

“We reiterate that it is the 
position of the Philippine 
government that the Interna-
tional Criminal Court has no 
jurisdiction over it,” Duterte’s 
spokesman Karlo Nograles 
said in a statement on Novem-
ber 20.

“In any event, we welcome 
the judiciousness of the new 
ICC prosecutor, who has 
deemed it fit to give the matter 

a fresh look and we trust that 
the matter will be resolved in 
favour of the exoneration of 
our government and the rec-
ognition of the vibrancy of our 
justice system,” he said.

In his letter requesting a 
deferral, ambassador Malaya 
said the Philippine govern-
ment was investigating the 
alleged crimes against hu-
manity committed during the 
drug war.

He said the Philippine gov-
ernment “has undertaken, 
and continues to undertake, 
thorough investigations of all 
reported deaths during anti-
narcotic operations in the 
country”.

Human Rights Watch dis-
missed the claim that the 
Philippines’ existing domestic 
mechanisms afford citizens 
justice as “absurd” and an 
attempt to stave off the ICC 
probe.

“only 52 out of thousands 
of killings are in early stages of 
investigation. Despite many 
clear-cut cases of murder, 
no charges have even been 
filed,” the rights group’s Asia 
director Brad Adams tweeted 
on November 20.

“The reality is that impunity 
is the norm under President 
Duterte, which is why the 
ICC needs to investigate. Let’s 
hope the ICC sees through 
the ruse that it is.” AFP

Laos plant set to produce
molnupiravir Covid-19 pill
LAoS’ Ministry of Health has 
given approval for State Enter-
prise Pharmaceutical Factory 
No 3 to produce molnupiravir, 
an oral medication used in the 
treatment of Covid-19. 

The factory’s deputy manag-
ing director Dr Phoukhong 
Chommala told vientiane 
Times on November 18 that the 
factory would start producing 
the pills in December, and 
would manufacture enough to 
treat about 1,000 Covid-19 
patients, following advice from 
Minister of Health Dr Bounfeng 
Phommalaysith.

The main benefit of mol-
nupiravir is that it can be 
administered orally in pill 
form instead of needing to be 
injected.

“We expect to initially pro-
vide the drug to about 1,000 
Covid patients under a pilot 
programme,” Dr Phoukhong 
said, adding that use of the 
new drug treatment is part of 
government efforts to combat 
the spread of Covid.

The pilot programme will 
target people aged 18-65 who 
have mild or moderate symp-
toms of Covid and are in the 
early stages of the disease. To 
qualify for treatment, they 
must not show signs of pneu-
monia or oxygen shortage. 
They will be given the pills 
over a period of five days.

other countries using mol-
nupiravir are administering 
the drug to people over 60 and 
those with underlying health 
conditions.

A senior official from the 
ministry’s Department of 
Food and Drugs, who asked 
not to be named, said the 
department is looking into 
the efficacy of molnupiravir 
and whether it is more effec-
tive than other Covid drugs 
developed for use through 
vaccination.

The manufacture of mol-
nupiravir in Laos and the 
pilot programme will be 
monitored by the World 
Health organisation.

Molnupiravir was original-
ly developed to treat influ-
enza at Emory University in 
the US. It was then acquired 
by Miami-based company 
Ridgeback Biotherapeutics, 
which later partnered with 
Merck & Co to develop the 
drug further. VIENTIANE TIMES/

ASIA NEWS NETWORKPresident Rodrigo Duterte was elected on a campaign promise to get 
rid of the Philippines’ drug problem. POOL/AFP

Voters wait outside a polling centre to cast their ballots for the Melaka elections in Masjid Tanah, 
Alor Gajah, on Saturday. BERNAMA

State Enterprise Pharmaceutical 
Factory No 3 has gotten the nod 
from the Lao health ministry to 
produce molnupiravir, an oral 
medication used in the treatment 
of Covid-19. VIENTIANE TIMES

Malaysia’s BN trounces Anwar’s
coalition for major win in Melaka
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T
He 18th India-ASeAn 
Summit was held vir-
tually on october 28, 
with the presence of 

Sultan Hassanal bolkiah of 
brunei as ASeAn chairman 
and Prime minister narendra 
modi. 

The two sides will mark the 
completion of 30 years of their 
partnership in 2022, which is 
designated as the year of 
ASeAn-India Friendship. The 
milestone coincides with 
India’s 75th anniversary of 
independence. 

Details will be worked out 
and a plethora of activity is 
anticipated. India has Singa-
pore, among the most organ-
ised of ASeAn countries, as its 
country coordinator. The 
ASeAn chairman in 2022 will 
be Cambodia, whose president 
Hun Sen is well known to India 
ever since he assumed power. 

It is important that this year 
is celebrated imaginatively. 
Inclusion of contemporary 
ideas and refreshing ambience 
must avoid repetition of past 
celebrations of anniversaries. 
As both ASeAn and India have 
youthful populations, it merits 
focus on new areas. 

The context and current 
focus of the India-ASeAn 
Summit is the Indo-Pacific. 
modi noted the special role of 
ASeAn in India’s Act east Poli-
cy and the Security and 
Growth for All in the region 
(SAGAr) as also in the Indo 
Pacific oceans Initiative (IPoI). 
Along with the ASeAn’s out-
look for the Indo-Pacific (AoIP) 
these are the framework for the 
vision and mutual cooperation 
in the Indo-Pacific region. 

ASeAn is aware that India 
was a protagonist of the 
Quad’s focus on ASeAn cen-
trality and its functional col-
laboration with Quad coun-
tries, all of whom are dialogue 
partners of ASeAn. Though 
the Quad is not mentioned in 
the documents, the collabora-
tion is not restrained in any 
manner. 

Significantly a Joint state-
ment on Cooperation on the 
AoIP for Peace, Stability, and 
Prosperity in the region was 
adopted. It builds on the Delhi 

Declaration of January 2018. 
This reaffirms that ASeAn 
centrality, openness, transpar-
ency, inclusivity and the Un 
Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UnCLoS) would all 
remain important aspects of 
partnership. All ASeAn mem-
bers supported this.

The statement mentions 
four areas from the AoIP: mar-
itime cooperation, connectivi-
ty, Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and economic 
cooperation. 21 paragraphs 
identify areas of cooperation, 
including sub-regional coop-
eration, human capital devel-
opment, green infrastructure, 
agriculture and the utilisation 
of complementarities. 

Strengthening this partner-
ship remains the goal of the 
dialogue partnership between 
India and ASeAn. This is 
spelled out in the chairman’s 
statement. Among various 
ideas which were discussed 
some significant one’s merit 
attention. 

expansion of education, col-
laboration among universities, 
green economies, achieving 
the SDGs, start-ups and 
impact investment could be 
among the ideas to guide the 
expansion of the Indo-ASeAn 
partnership. 

The nalanda University, an 
east Asia Summit project, 
would welcome a collabora-
tion with ASeAn. While some 

ASeAn countries have con-
tributed, it is now time for 
ASeAn as a whole, to be a 
partner. 

The offer of 1,000 PhD schol-
arships at Indian Institutes of 
Technology (IIT) needs modu-
lation to master’s level to allow 
greater utilisation. ASeAn 
countries have not utilised the 
PhD level scholarships ade-
quately. The IITs are world 
class institutions and can help 
ASeAn scholars to achieve 
higher goals. 

There are adequate fora and 
meetings already in place. 
They need to be result orient-
ed and show achievements. All 
India-ASeAn activity is nor-
mally funded by the Indian 
contribution to the ASeAn 
and related funds. It would be 
a good occasion for ASeAn to 
start contributing to the 
emerging programmes. 

India-ASeAn projects need 
closer attention. The welcome 
establishment of a project 
monitoring unit within the 
ASeAn Secretariat shows the 
intent to focus on implemen-
tation and achieving the goals 
set when these projects were 
undertaken. 

Another area of focus is the 
pandemic and its post-pan-
demic recovery. India has been 
working with ASeAn to sup-
port their facilities and provide 
material and monetary sup-
port. India’s contribution of $1 

million to the Covid-19 ASeAn 
response Fund was appreciat-
ed but the requirements are 
huge. With the reopening of 
vaccine exports, ASeAn coun-
tries would benefit. They 
would also benefit from the 
Quad vaccine initiative in a big 
way. It remains unclear wheth-
er ASeAn seeks a partnership 
or expects preferential treat-
ment for its public health 
arrangements. Some ASeAn 
countries were generous in 
supporting India during the 
second wave of the pandemic.

The economic dimension of 
the partnership requires a 
review of the Free Trade Agree-
ment. The chairman’s state-
ment mentioned the review of 
the ASeAn-India Trade in 
Goods Agreement (AITIGA) 
and ASeAn prefers to see 
“enhanced utilisation and 
effective implementation of 
the ASeAn-India Free Trade 
Area (AIFTA)”. This is impor-
tant since India is not in the 
regional Comprehensive eco-
nomic Partnership (rCeP). It 
needs the FTA to be updated, 
balanced and contribute to 
the development of resilient 
supply chains between India 
and ASeAn. 

India-ASeAn trade is falling 
over the last three years from 
$97 billion in 2018, $79 billion 
in 2020. In the first half of 2021 
it is only $42 billion. Its true 
potential is yet to be realised. 

ASeAn runs an annual average 
surplus of $20 billion. A reor-
dering of the FTA and a better 
utilisation of it could lead to 
expanded trade particularly 
through new supply chains. 

The International Solar Alli-
ance (ISA) is not mentioned 
among the 21 areas in the 
AoIP Cooperation Statement. 
The US has recently joined it 
to become the 101st member. 
only myanmar and Cambodia 
are ISA members. nor is the 
Coalition for Disaster resilient 
Initiative (CDrI) mentioned, 
with which no ASeAn mem-
ber is associated. most ideas 
are promoted by ASeAn. For a 
true partnership, mutual 
attention to each other’s initia-
tives is necessary. 

There is recognition of 
India’s contribution to narrow-
ing the development gaps 
within ASeAn countries. India 
extended support to Cambo-
dia, Laos, myanmar, and viet-
nam by setting up training 
centres for information tech-
nology, vocational training, 
english language and entre-
preneurship development. 

India also announced sup-
port to ASeAn’s Cultural Her-
itage List. This is a nascent 
idea building on the ASeAn 
Declaration on Cultural Herit-
age. ASeAn will create its own 
list of such assets. India’s 
prompt support will see offi-
cials of meet soon to discuss 
collaboration. 

India has contributed to the 
restoration work in temples in 
Siem reap and Yogyakarta. 
Given the shared histories and 
cultural roots of many South-
east Asian civilisations, this 
could be impactful. 

The 18th summit focused on 
the gamut of activity, covering 
30 mechanisms. The main 
emphasis was on the sturdy 
nature of Indo-ASeAn part-
nership which was raised to a 
strategic partnership in 2012.

 India and ASeAn have 
shared values and ideas. Their 
relationship needs more sub-
stantive collaboration. 

The 30th anniversary is a 
good time to deepen the part-
nership. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

India and ASEAN must  
enhance their partnership

opinion
Gurjit Singh

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (centre) taking part in the ASEAN-India Summit on the sidelines of the 
2021 ASEAN summit, held online on a live video conference in Brunei on October 28. HANdOuT/ASEAN SummIT 2021/AFP

The writer is a former Indian ambassador 
to Indonesia, ASEAN, Germany, Ethiopia 
and the African Union.
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Graphic novel tells tale of ‘Golden voice’
Roth Sochieata

r
eCenTLY, ros Saboeun – 
sister to Cambodian singer 
ros Serey Sothea, dubbed 
“The Golden voice” back in 

the 1960’s – celebrated what would 
have been the singer’s 74th birthday 
at the stupa dedicated to her and 
other victims of the Khmer rouge 
located in Phnom Srouch district of 
Kampong Speu province. 

by coincidence – just a day later 
– it was announced that a graphic 
novel about ros Serey Sothea writ-
ten by an American author is now 
almost ready for release. 

Saboeun last saw her sister de-
cades ago before the evacuation of 
Phnom Penh. When the city was 
emptied of its inhabitants Serey So-
thea was sent to Kampong Speu by 
the Khmer rouge and was executed 
there, according to witnesses. 

on november 6, Saboeun finally 
got a chance to visit the stupa in Kam-
pong Speu personally after learning 
about it on Facebook and how it was 
built in 2020 by senior officials from 
the ministry of the royal Palace and 
other generous donors who dedicat-
ed it in part to her sister.

 “The moment I heard that there 
was a stupa dedicated to my sister 
and family I was really excited and 
I couldn’t wait to see it personally. 
When I arrived, I saw there were 
names carved on it and photos of 
my sister and my family,” Saboeun 
tells The Post.

“I had no idea – I wasn’t involved at 
all in building the stupa. In fact, I only 
found out about it maybe a half-month 
before visiting it. I asked permission 
from the senior officials of the ministry 
of the royal Palace to commemorate 
her death and celebrate her life and I 
chose that exact day because it was her 
74th birthday,” she says.  

The stupa is dedicated to Saboeun’s 
parents, four of her siblings and three of 
Serey Sothea’s children. The celebration 
for her birthday this year could only 
have about 20 attendees total since they 
still need to follow the Covid protocols. 

Those present included the se-
nior officials from the ministry of 
the royal Palace that sponsored the 
construction of the stupa, the lo-
cal commune chief and the district 
governor as well as Serey Sothea and 
Saboeun’s remaining living family 
members and other friends. 

Saboeun says there were also some 
artists, musicians and other admirers 
both locally and from abroad who do-
nated to help with Serey Sothea’s me-
morial celebration.

“I would also like to express my deep 
gratitude to [the officials from the royal 
palace], village chief, commune chief 
and chief monk for helping the cere-
mony go smoothly. And thank you to all 
the nieces and nephews who attended 
the ceremony as well as relatives and 
friends who couldn’t attend but sent in 
donations for my sister’s birthday me-
morial celebration,” Saboeun adds.

Serey Sothea has always had many 
fans in Cambodia and increasingly she 
has an international following as well 
despite her career being cut short after 
recording just a single album of her own 
along with her famous collaborations 
with the legendary Sinn Sisamouth. 

Among those international fans 
of Serey Sothea are author Gregory 
Cahill and illustrator Kat baumann, 
who have penned a graphic nov-
el about her life and music titled 

The Golden Voice. They’ve just an-
nounced the project’s completion 
this month, having started work on 
it back in 2019. 

Cahill’s first visit to Cambodia was 
back in 2007 when he came to research 
the life of Serey Sothea. He was intro-
duced to Saboeun in battambang and 
learned a great deal from her about 
her famous sister including important 
details that helped him to bring Serey 
Sothea back to life on the page. 

He also visited the village where Serey 
Sothea is said to have died in Kampong 
Speu province during Pol Pot’s reign of 
terror and he says the local people there 
did seem to know a lot of names and 
details about what took place.

“I’ve been back to Cambodia many 
times since then. I love to visit,” says 
Cahill, an emmy Award-winning tele-
vision producer based in Los Angeles 
who is currently producing the CbS 
show The Talk.

Cahill says he first had the idea 
for the graphic novel about Serey 
Sothea when he saw the Cambodi-
an-set crime thriller City of Ghosts 
which was released back in 2003.

“back in 2006, I directed a low bud-

get short-film called The Golden Voice 
which was about ros Serey Sothea. The 
short-film drew a lot of international 
enthusiasm and so I wanted to make a 
much bigger movie. So I wrote a script 
for the bigger movie in 2008, but over 
the next 10 years I just couldn’t con-
vince anyone to finance the project. 

“I think production companies were 
afraid that it wouldn’t be profitable, which 
I didn’t necessarily agree with. After ten 
years, I just got tired of people telling me 
no. So I had to figure out a new path for 
the story. And so instead of making a film, 
I decided to make a graphic novel. I hired 
artist Kat baumann to start work on the 
graphic novel in october of 2019. 

“So it has taken a little over two years 
for us to complete the book. We still 
have some editorial work to do but the 
heavy lifting is complete,” Cahill says.

 He says the thing he loves about Serey 
Sothea and wants to share with the rest 
of the world is that she was pure tal-
ent with no ego. She came from a very 
humble agricultural background where 
she was raised by a single mother and 
her family was simply selling rice, fruits 
and boiled snails to get by. 

Cahill points out that Serey Sothea 

didn’t have any social or political con-
nections to start out with to help her 
career along and yet she still became 
the number one female singer in the 
country based on her talent alone. 

He says some people were shocked 
when they heard her sing because of 
the unique qualities of her voice and 
that her love songs vividly describe lots 
of places in Cambodia and have cap-
tured audiences all over the world who 
then want to visit the Kingdom. 

“Kat delivered the last pages the day 
after Serey Sothea’s birthday! With a 
length of 184 pages, readers can expect 
a very powerful story with a blend of 
drama, politics, war, family and lots of 
philosophy about the nature of music 
and musicians. 

“The book will come with a sound-
track so you can hear the music in 
each scene as you read it. We were also 
lucky to have an introduction written 
by Sin Setsochhata, the granddaugh-
ter of Sin Sisamouth. As you can 
imagine, Sin Sisamouth plays a big 
role in the story,” says Cahill. 

The initial publication will be in eng-
lish but Cahill says he plans to push 
the publisher very hard to do a Khmer 

translation. He also wants to see the 
book translated into other languages, 
but Khmer will be the priority for obvi-
ous reasons. 

“I know for a fact that ros Serey So-
thea has fans all over the world. on 
the internet I’ve met fans of her from 
Colombia to Sweden to Singapore. 
They’re out there everywhere. but that 
doesn’t surprise me because the Cam-
bodian music scene in the 60’s and 70’s 
was just a magical era in the history of 
music, there’s nothing else like it,” he 
says. 

no definite release date for the 
graphic novel has been set yet but he 
hopes it will be available some time 
in 2022, preferably in both print and 
digital editions.

“I also want to thank the many 
people who have helped me along 
the way on this project. I especially 
have to thank Serey Sothea’s sister 
ros Saboeun. none of this would 
be possible without her guidance, 
knowledge, and support,” Cahill 
says. 

For more information, check out 
their Facebook page: 

@thegoldenvoicemovie

The Golden Voice is a graphic novel about the life and music of Ros Serey Sothea written by Gregory Cahill and illustrated by Kat Baumann. SUPPLIED

The stupa built for the ‘Golden Voice’ Ros Serey Sothea with pictures from her family 
tree showing members who lost their lives to the Khmer Rouge regime. SUPPLIED

Officials, relatives and local artists gathered on November 6 at the stupa built for Ros 
Serey Sothea in Kampong Speu province. SUPPLIED



The American Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia (AmCham) 
last Tuesday held its CSR Excellence Awards Ceremony 2021 at 
Raffles Hotel Le Royal in Phnom Penh to honour members for their 
noteworthy efforts in aiding society. With the pandemic bringing 
unprecedented hardships this year and other challenges to be faced, 
18 AmCham members were honoured for their exceptional corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) endeavours in combating Covid-19, as well 
as their environmental and social impact. Awards were presented 
to Wing, Cellcard and Hyatt Regency in particular for their especially 
strong contributions in these areas. “With CSR, we must recognise 
the importance of giving back to the place where we do business. We 
are not only here to make profits, we are in a country that welcomes 
us, and we need to see ourselves as giving back. There are a lot of 
benefits to doing business in this country, and I think we should try to 
see ourselves, even though we are foreigners, as ‘citizens in spirit’. That 
although we are not citizens of this country, we should in spirit try to 
give back as if we are,” said AmCham president Anthony Galliano.

.

AmCham recognises CSR efforts with awards
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The newly opened Uy Kuyteav Cambodian Restaurant Tonle 
Bassac has brought a delicious new menu and a chic minimalist 
decor to wow diners on Phnom Penh’s Koh Pich, having already 
received the thumbs-up from members of the Cambodian 
Chefs Society. The dining experience at Uy Kuyteav Tonle 
Bassac received approval from the members of the culinary 
association who visited the new restaurant on Tuesday for a 
sumptuous breakfast with Cambodian Master Chef Luu Meng, 
the CEO of Almond Hospitality, which manages the Uy Kuyteav 
brand. Uy Kuyteav Tonle Bassac’s comfortable dining ambience 
is complemented by its contemporary take on the decor of a 
traditional Cambodian wooden home, with louvred windows and 
hanging rattan lampshades. Other design highlights include the 
brand’s signature half-moon seats as well as a map of Cambodia 
featuring where from each province Uy Kuyteav sources its local 
produce. A charming 34-seat restaurant with outdoor dining 
area, the new eaterie – located on Street Tonle Bassac Park, a 
minute’s drive from Koh Pich’s Rainbow Bridge – joins the Uy 
Kuyteav outlet on Kampuchea Krom Boulevard.

New Uy Kuyteav Tonle 
Bassac gets thumbs-up
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The Securities and Exchange Regulator of Cambodia (SERC) and Post Media last Wednesday renewed their partnership to jointly 
publish educational articles related to the securities market in the Kingdom. SERC director-general HE Sou Socheat and Post Media 
publisher Ly Tayseng discussed ways to deepen the partnership that was established under a memorandum of understanding signed 
in May last year. Both parties successfully produced and published more than a dozen articles related to the sector, one that is vital  
to Cambodia’s economic growth. The one-hour discussion ended with Sou Socheat presenting a letter of appreciation to Ly Tayseng for  
The Post’s editorial support.

SERC and Post Media bolster media partnership     
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Chief Commercial Bank (Cambodia) Plc last Monday at its 
Chbar Ampov branch in the capital announced the launch of the 
Chief Bank micro loan app – “Chief Easy” – which will ease the 
loan application process. Chief Bank CEO Soeung Morarith said 
that with the launch of the new app, micro loan applications via a 
smartphone can be processed in just 15 minutes. Borrowers can 
apply for loans ranging from $100 to a maximum of $1,000 using 
the digital platform. The launch of the Chief Easy app widens the 
financial institution’s e-banking and comes in addition to Chief 
Bank joining the National Bank of Cambodia’s Bakong mobile 
payment system and the Wing financial ecoystem.

Chief Bank launches 
‘Easy’ micro loan app 
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Oral hygiene tool
  6 Cut the turkey
 11 USNA student, briefly
 14 Result of labor?
 15 “Once more!”
 16 Words of protest from Yoko?
 17 Not offensive
 19 Cartographer’s construction
 20 Comstock find
 21 Kiltie’s headwear
 22 Dir. opposite of WSW
 23 Takes place
 27 Estranged (Var.)
 29 “Don’t mind if ___”
 30 Jazz quintet’s home?
 32 Denomination
 33 “Fie” homophone
 34 Place to lounge
 36 Pretenses
 39 Opera singer Lily
 41 Key place?
 43 Two-tone cookie
 44 Santa’s reindeer, sans Rudolph
 46 Sounds angry
 48 Down with the flu
 49 Sharing word
 51 Change totally

 52 Hawaiian necklace
 53 Alter in tone
 56 Rotted
 58 Pit-stop place, briefly
 59 Word before “so!” and “not!”
 60 Park one’s carcass
 61 Clock face number
 62 Proverbially newsworthy headline
 68 Hail, to Ovid
 69 Underdog’s dream
 70 A sad thing to be in
 71 Natural moisture
 72 Hammer parts
 73 1945 Allied conference site
DOWN
  1 G-man’s org.
  2 Artist Maya
  3 Grp.
  4 Display a posture problem
  5 Support, as with props
  6 Common house pet
  7 Khan’s title
  8 Bob Marley was one
  9 Blood pressure, heart rate, etc.
 10 Foes
 11 For an instant
 12 Absurd

 13 Drugged, as a racehorse
 18 Word with 1-Across
 23 Tutu wearer in “Fantasia”
 24 Kind of committee
 25 Angle
 26 Grilled Thai dish 
 28 Cave phenomenon
 31 Hatchet man’s counterpart
 35 Cast an amorous eye toward
 37 Wild fight
 38 Nonliquid state
 40 Fellow named Bellow
 42 Firstborn
 45 Concoct
 47 The “S” in SPCA
 50 Minor knee injury
 53 Trojan War epic
 54 Not street-savvy
 55 Like a close game, usually
 57 Where to find whales
 63 Uncle of rice fame
 64 Belonging to a thing
 65 ___ segno (from the repeat sign, in 

music)
 66 Plate crumb
 67 Government procurement org.

“LOST KEY”

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution
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T
wo decades after One Piece intro-
duced the world to a swashbuck-
ling pirate in a straw hat, fans of the 
Japanese cartoon series are giddily 

awaiting last weekend’s release of the 1,000th 
episode.

One Piece first appeared in manga [comic 
book] form in Japan in 1997, with an anime 
[animated Tv series] version following two 
years later. 

Since then the franchise has become a global 
cultural phenomenon, smashing records and 
winning fans around the globe. 

nonetheless, it wasn’t an immediate hit.  
“It’s a miracle,” ryuji Kochi of Toei Anima-

tion, the Japanese company behind the anime 
series, said of the 1,000-episode landmark.  

“From the beginning, it was a tough title. It 
was not easy to place on the Tv,” he said, add-
ing that growing a fanbase for the show was not 
easy either.

Kochi said it had taken 13 long years for the 
anime, following the adventures of hat-wear-
ing hero monkey D Luffy, to reach cult status. 

Today, however, hundreds of millions of fans 
are gripped by every twist in the hunt for the 
eponymous one Piece, the treasure coveted by 
all pirates.

Netflix beckons
The popularity of the manga version has also 

endured as the Tv show has taken off. 
Its creator eiichiro oda holds the Guinness 

world record for “most copies published for 
the same comic book series by a single author” 
– 490 million, to be precise. 

The 1,000th episode of the anime series will 

be released in 80 countries over the weekend.  
In Tokyo, a giant banner of the main charac-

ters has been erected at Shibuya station, one of 
the Japanese capital’s main transport hubs.

Special screenings are planned across the US, 
while in France – the world’s biggest manga and 
anime market after Japan – more than 100 cin-
emas are planning a marathon watching binge. 

Fans from Africa to europe to the middle east 
have posted some 20,000 selfies to a fan site in 
honour of the milestone.

“I’ve been a one Piece fan for 20 years!” 
tweeted one Japanese enthusiast impatient to 
watch the landmark episode. 

“I’ve been watching it since junior high, and 
I’m still enjoying it even after growing up.”

French fan Alexis Poriel, who runs a manga 
fan group on online platform Discord, said the 
broad scope of One Piece was a key reason for 
its popularity.  

“It talks about social issues, there’s action, 
there’s humour,” the 26-year-old said.

“One Piece manages to really make a link with 
societal questions,” he added, from racism to 
geopolitical intrigues. 

The series also spans geographical and cul-
tural references, from ancient egypt to medi-
eval Japan, that help to make it feel universal.

As for what’s next – a live-action adaptation 
by netflix is in the works, with fans speculat-
ing that it could catapult the franchise to global 
household name status similar to Star Wars or 
Harry Potter.

netflix’s announcement of the cast set social 
media alight earlier this month, with 18-year-
old mexican actor Inaki Godoy preparing to 
take on the role of Luffy. AFP

Hit ‘one Piece’ anime 
marks milestone with 
release of 1,000th show

A statue of character Shanks – also known as Red Hair – is displayed at the One Piece anime souvenir shop 
in Tokyo on Friday. AFP

A woman walks past a poster of characters of ‘One Piece anime at Shibuya Station in Tokyo, ahead of the 
release of the 1000th episode on Sunday. AFP
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Saudi launches female football league
S

audi arabia’s launch of its first 
women’s football league on 
monday will clear the way for 
girls who dream of turning pro-

fessional – and maybe even playing in 
a World Cup.

Long condemned for harsh restric-
tions on women, Saudi arabia lifted 
a decades-old ban on female foot-
ballers only a few years ago, and it 
is now aiming to develop a national 
team strong enough to contest major 
tournaments.

The ultra-conservative muslim na-
tion has faced criticism of using sports 
events to gloss over its poor human 
rights record and the jailing of women 
activists.

its latest step in the reform drive 
came this month when the Saudi 
football federation announced the 
formation of a women’s football 
league in which 16 teams will take 
part with games in riyadh, Jeddah 
and dammam.

among those excited by the move 
was Farah Jafri, who said she hoped to 
turn pro and play in england’s top di-
vision as well as represent her country 
on the biggest stage at the World Cup.

“in the beginning of my football jour-
ney, i faced some difficulties in that not 
all people accepted it,” she said.

“but my family and friends used to 
encourage me a lot,” said the pony-
tailed 18-year-old dressed in a jersey.

Like many other girls who were 
passionate about football but unable 
to participate in competitions, Jafri 
played on the street with her relatives 
or at school with friends.

Her only other outlet was watching 
games on television, she said.

The kingdom adheres to a rigid in-
terpretation of islam, and the involve-
ment of women in sport is still frowned 
upon in some quarters.

but since the rise to power of Crown 
Prince mohammed bin Salman in 2017, 
some restrictions on women have been 
lifted as the country opens up to the 
world through sweeping reforms.

The shift has enabled women to 
get behind the wheel and take part in 
mixed-gender settings, even as a rig-

orous crackdown on dissent remains 
in place.

‘Number one’
Jafri is one of around 30 players se-

lected from 400 candidates to be part 
of the Saudi national women’s squad, 
according to officials.

“i dream of the day i can represent 
my country in the women’s World 
Cup,” she said, adding that she also 
hopes to play for english side man-
chester City at the club level.

There are no women’s teams affili-
ated with sports clubs in Saudi arabia, 
whose men’s team has qualified for the 
World Cup five times.

during a training session in riyadh, 
the women in the national team excit-
edly took to the field at Prince Faisal 

bin Fahd Stadium, some of them with-
out veils but wearing long tracksuits 
under their shorts.

officials have yet to announce any 
sports clothing restrictions for the 
Saudi women, who in the past faced 
close scrutiny from the religious police 
enforcing a strict dress code.

The team’s goalkeeper, Lama al-
oneizi, said she was elated to be part 
of the team.

“i fulfilled my dream and even my 
parents’ dream because they are the 
ones who encouraged me a lot on this 
journey,” the 25-year-old said.

Saudi arabia has so far set up three 
training centres for girls between the 
ages of 13 and 17 across the country, 
with plans to establish up to nine by 
2025.

it announced last week that monika 
Staab of Germany was appointed as 
head coach of the women’s national 
team, which has been dubbed the 
“Green eagles”.

“everything is new, just like a baby 
starts to walk, to stand,” said Staab, 
who won the inaugural ueFa Women’s 
Cup in 2002 as the manager of eintra-
cht Frankfurt.

The Saudi national women’s squad is 
currently preparing for its first friendly 
match in February.

Staab, who has previously coached 
the national women’s teams for bahrain 
and Qatar, said she was optimistic.

“in five to eight years, they would 
be number one in the Gulf and this 
would be a big achievement,” she 
said. AFP

man u to sack Solskjaer after 4-1 loss: reports
oLe Gunnar Solskjaer is to be 
sacked as manchester united 
manager, according to wide-
spread reports on Saturday 
following a humiliating 4-1 
defeat at Watford.

Solskjaer admitted he was 
“embarrassed” after his team’s 
fifth defeat in their last seven 
Premier League games.

The Times, The Guardian and 
the manchester evening news 
reported that the result of an 
emergency board meeting 
called after the Watford defeat 
was to bring the norwegian’s 
three-year spell in charge at 
old Trafford to an end.

Solskjaer signed a new 
three-year contract in July 
and will reportedly be hand-
ed a £7.5 million compensa-
tion package.

The club’s hierarchy stuck by 
Solskjaer during the recent inter-
national break despite humiliat-
ing home defeats to Liverpool 
and manchester City.

but worse was to come at vic-
arage road as the struggling 
Hornets could afford to miss a 
first half penalty twice and still 
run out comfortable winners.

Solskjaer has managed to 
ride out the storm during previ-
ous poor runs since taking 
charge in 2018.

but united’s latest slide 
comes after heavy pre-season 
investment on Cristiano ron-
aldo, Jadon Sancho and rap-
hael varane that were expected 
to turn the team into title-win-
ners for the first time since 
2013.

Financial results released last 
week for the first quarter of the 
season showed united’s wage 
bill has risen 23 per cent.

However, that has not been 
rewarded on the field as the 
red devils find themselves 12 
points adrift of Premier 
League leaders Chelsea down 
in seventh and out of the 
League Cup.

much more was expected 
after steady progress during 
Solskjaer’s first two full seasons 
in charge.

He secured back-to-back 
top-four finishes in the Premier 
League for the first time since 
the club’s decline began with 
alex Ferguson’s retirement as 
manager in 2013.

However, Solskjaer, who 
famously scored united’s 
winning goal in the 1999 
Champions League f inal 
against bayern munich, has 
failed to win a trophy since 
his return to the club.

His legendary status as a 
united player meant the 
48-year-old retained the sup-
port of fans even as results went 
downhill in recent months.

but even they began to turn 
on him on Saturday as he was 
booed while holding his hands 
up in apology.

“We were outfought,” said 
Solskjaer. “The first half is the 

worst we’ve played and it’s hard 
for me to explain why we played 
the way we did.

“The boys are in a terrible 
place in their heads now – we 
have let ourselves down and 
the fans down. it’s hard to 
stand here and explain that, 

but that’s football and we have 
to take the flak for it.”

Former real madrid boss 
Zinedine Zidane, Leicester 
manager brendan rodgers 
and ajax coach erik ten Hag 
are the frontrunners to be Sol-
skjaer’s successor. AFP

German coach Monika Staab (right) leads a training session for the newly-established Saudi Women’s National Football Team at the 
Prince Faisal bin Fahd Stadium in Riyadh on November 2. AFP

no1 djoko 
tight-lipped 
on oz open 
vaccination
novak djokovic refused to 
reveal whether he would defend 
his australian open title after 
the tournament’s chief con-
firmed on Saturday that only 
vaccinated players would be 
able to take part in the first 
Grand Slam of the season.

The decision, revealed by 
Craig Tiley, piled more pressure 
on world no1 djokovic who has 
refused to reveal if he has been 
inoculated.

“We’ll see, we’ll have to wait 
and see,” djokovic said to 
reporters after losing his aTP 
Finals semi-final against alex-
ander Zverev.

“i haven’t been talking to them 
[the tournament organisers], to 
be honest. i was just waiting to 
hear what the news is going to 
be, now that i know, we’ll just 
have to wait and see.”

melbourne, where January’s 
Grand Slam is held, has spent 
more than 260 days under lock-
down during the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the government of 
the state of victoria made it 
clear last month there would be 
no concessions for unvacci-
nated players.

Tiley said the playing group 
know they must get the jab to 
compete in the australian 
open, but that he would “love 
to see novak here” and attempt 
to win a record 21st Grand Slam 
title at melbourne Park.

Zverev, who was effusive in 
his praise of djokovic after win-
ning an exciting match in Turin 
7-6 (7/4), 4-6, 6-3, also said that 
he hoped his friend would be 
down under.

“Look it’s a very tough one 
because it’s very political,” said 
Zverev.

“We are visiting another 
country, this is about the virus 
that is going around right, this 
is not about a tournament or 
tennis, this is we are visiting 
another country.

“if the country is allowing us 
to enter we need follow the 
rules and follow the guidelines. 
i hope he’s able to play.

“i’m no3 in the world so if he 
doesn’t play it’s easier to win 
the tournament but also he’s 
no1 in the world so he should 
be able to play. Hopefully the 
australian government will 
make an exemption.” AFP

Novak Djokovic reacts during 
his semi-final match of the ATP 
Finals against Alexander Zverev 
at the Pala Alpitour venue in Turin 
on Saturday. AFP Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer reacts during the 

English Premier League match against Watford on Saturday. AFP
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