
PM: NO JUMP IN COVID
CASES AFTER PCHUM
BEN, WATER FESTIVAL

nATIOnAL – pAge 3

GDT: PAY TAXES DUE OR
FACE PUBLIC SHAMING,
COURT, OTHER ACTIONS

busIness – pAge 6

wednesdAy,  nOvember  24, 2021 Intelligent . In-depth . Independent Issue number 3794 / 4000 rIeL

Help us build
better, PM
says at China
bridge launch 
Ry Sochan

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen urged the Group 
of Seven (G7) nations 
– US, UK, Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy and 
Japan – to provide increased 
development assistance to 
Cambodia instead of criticis-
ing the country for its close 
relationship with China.

The G7 is an international 
diplomatic forum consisting 
of the seven countries that are 
the world’s most developed 
democracies with representa-
tional governments.

Hun Sen made the remarks 
on November 23 during the 
inauguration ceremony for the 
Stung Trang-Kroch Chhmar 
Cambodia-China Friendship 
Bridge, which connects Kam-
pong Cham province east 
across the Mekong River to 
Tbong Khmum province.

“Now, I am looking forward 
to the arrival of BBB or Build 
Back Better. I welcome it and 
hope that the foreign minis-
ters of ASEAN and G7 – the 
seven richest countries – will 
give some opportunities to 
Cambodia to receive some 
projects,” Hun Sen said, refer-
ring to US President Joe 
Biden’s post-pandemic recov-
ery legislation.

“We still lack bridges and 
roads,” he said. 

Hun Sen praised the Chinese 

government for providing 
development support to Cam-
bodia, saying China always 
agreed to the Kingdom’s 
requests for support without 
any strings attached. 

“The best thing about having 
China as a friend is that if 
Cambodia makes something a 
priority that it must accom-
plish, then we can submit that 
plan to China. China then pro-
vides us with loans according 
to our actual needs. 

“That is what’s special about 
China and different from oth-
er sources [of funding]. The 
others tell us that we must 
spend development money on 
one thing when we actually 
need to invest it in something 
else entirely,” he said.

He continued that China 
has provided financial assist-
ance to construct at least four 
long bridges across Cambo-
dia’s rivers and to construct 
3,000km of roads across the 
country. 

He further stated that using 
foreign loans for infrastructure 
was the most equitable way to 
spend those funds because 
everyone – rich and poor – 
travels on the roads and bridg-
es and benefits from schools 
and hospitals. 

The prime minister said he 
regarded China as the most 
reliable source for Covid-19

Forging links

Virus control key in run-up to travel return: PM
Hin Pisei

THE effective control of Covid-19 
community transmission right now 
is crucial for Cambodia to welcome 
fully-vaccinated international tour-
ists from the end of this month, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen affirmed on 
November 23.

Hun Sen is convinced that plans to 
fully reopen the economy will be set 
in motion by November 30 as sched-

uled, as the first-dose vaccination rate 
in the Kingdom tops 88 per cent.

The prime minister made the 
remarks during the inauguration cer-
emony for the Stung Trang-Kroch 
Chhmar Cambodia-China Friend-
ship Bridge, which connects Kam-
pong Cham province east across the 
Mekong River to Tbong Khmum.

He said the reopening of tourist 
spots and heightened domestic trav-
el during the Pchum Ben and Water 

Festival holidays did not lead to a sig-
nificant increase in new Covid cases 
or infection rates. Official figures sup-
port the prime minister’s assertion.

“In a few days, I think tourism serv-
ices will be back on track, as we now 
start with local tourists, including the 
more than 10,000 foreigners who have 
made trips across the Kingdom. In the 
near future, we’ll have [international] 
tourists come to our country, and we 
won’t require them to quarantine.

“But there are pre-conditions: to 
get two vaccine doses in one’s own 
country, and confirm to be free of the 
Covid-19 virus, with a test.

“Secondly, travellers must undergo 
an antigen rapid test and receive a 
negative result before they can gain 
entry into the Kingdom anywhere,” 
he said, noting that PCR tests upon 
arrival are no longer required.

And in a likely call for observance of 
Covid-19 prevention measures, Hun Sen 

said the government has handed over 
a list of “responsibilities” to the people, 
as well as travellers to Cambodia.

The ongoing global Covid-19 crisis 
has greatly reduced the number of 
foreign tourists visiting Cambodia, to 
131,674 in January-September, repre-
senting an 89.4 per cent year-on-year 
nosedive from 1,247,680, as indicated 
by Ministry of Tourism statistics
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breaking ground in February 2018 and costing $56 million to build, the 1.131km-long, 13.5m wide stung Trang-Kroch Chhmar Cambodia-China 
Friendship bridge will link stung Trang district’s prek Kak commune of northeastern Kampong Cham with northwestern Kroch Chhmar district’s 
Trea commune of northwestern Tbong Khmum. PUBLIC WORKS MINISTRY

US set to release 50M barrels of oil
PRESIdENT Joe Biden on 
November 23 announced that 
he has ordered the release of 
50 million barrels of oil from 
the US strategic reserves in a 
coordinated attempt with 
other countries to tamp down 
soaring fuel prices.

“This release will be taken in 
parallel with other major ener-
gy consuming nations including 
China, India, Japan, Republic of 
Korea and the United King-

dom,” the White House said.
A senior administration 

official told reporters this was 
“the first time we’ve done 
something like this in parallel 
with other” countries.

As the world emerges from 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
subsequent lockdowns, oil 
production has not kept pace 
with rocketing demand, push-
ing prices up.

In the US, an associated rise in 

petrol prices is one of the main 
culprits in a surge of inflation.

Biden’s announcement 
comes as people across the US 
prepare for the holiday sea-
son, when travel ramps up.

Average fuel prices at filling 
stations are $3.41 a gallon 
($0.75 a litre), the highest 
level since 2014, according to 
latest figures from the AAA 
motorists’ association. This 
represents an increase of $1.29 

over petrol prices a year ago.
The US reserves, held in 

underground depots in the 
states of Texas and Louisiana, 
are the largest emergency 
supply of oil in the world.

A senior administration offi-
cial said the releases would 
start in mid- to late december, 
and that further intervention 
was possible to steady the mar-
ket, “responding to a once-in-
a-century pandemic”. AFP
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Continued from page 1

vaccines and the other sources 
as backups. Cambodia, he 
noted, has purchased at least 
28 million Chinese vaccine 
doses, while less than one mil-
lion doses have arrived in 
Cambodia through Covax – a 
global initiative aimed at 
ensuring equitable access to 
Covid-19 vaccines.

A native of Kampong Cham 
province’s Stung Trang district, 
Hun Sen also had a message 
for his political opponents, 
saying he will stay in power as 
long as he wants to because it 
is the will of the people that he 
wins re-election.

“At all costs, Hun Sen must 
never bow his head and submit 
to any external pressure which 
would lead to instability and the 
loss of peace in this country. Hun 
Sen would like to declare this 
once again at my birth place.

“No matter how long I extend 
my mandate – it is up to me. If 
the people vote for me, I will be 
prime minster forever. Don’t look 
for any weakness in Hun Sen’s 
health. I can cycle at least 80 
minutes a day without a break,” 
he said. “I will continue to take 
the field against the extremists 
in order to protect peace.”

Hun Sen was apparently 
directing his message at long-
time political foil Sam Rainsy, 
the former leader of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue 
Party who lives in self-exile in 
France and remains under 
indictment in Cambodia.

The prime minister even 
dared his political opponents 
to “mobilise their forces” to go 
and protest against him at the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, which he 
plans to attend in-person from 
January 17-21. 

“Hun Sen will attend the 
World Economic Forum. Please 
get ready to protest against me 
there,” he said. “If you want the 
International Criminal Court to 

arrest me, then they can do it 
there. That would be easier for 
them [because] Cambodia is an 
independent country.”

Thong Mengdavid, a research 
fellow at the Mekong Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the Asian 
Vision Institute, said that 
although the Covid-19 pan-
demic is not over quite yet, Hun 
Sen has a great track record so 
far with public health policy.  

“Chinese vaccines are 
acknowledged by the World 
Health Organisation and they 
are available at lower prices 
and are easy for us to access 
with rapid transportation here 
as compared to the other 
makes of vaccines,” he said. 

Mengdavid said the excel-
lent diplomatic relations 
between Cambodia and China 
ensures that the Kingdom 
receives Chinese vaccines and 
other medical assistance and 
equipment before it is offered 
to other nations. 

“Chinese assistance has even 
enabled Cambodia to turn 
around and donate vaccines to 
other countries in the region to 
aid with their recovery efforts, 
which is of great benefit to 
Cambodia diplomatically and 
a demonstration of the King-
dom’s good will towards neigh-
bours,” he said.
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Lay Samean

THE number of Cambodian 
students studying at US col-
leges and universities in 2020-
21 increased by 14.3 per cent 
over the previous year despite 
the Covid-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to a recent US gov-
ernment report.

The 2021 Open Doors report 
on International Educational 
Exchange showed that 848 
Cambodian students studied 
higher education in the US – an 
increase from 742 students in 
2019-20 – continuing a positive 
trend over the past seven years.

US ambassador to Cambo-
dia Patrick Murphy said in 
the report that he was proud 
to see Cambodian students 
choosing to study in the US. 
He said that from his own ex-
periences he knew that study-
ing abroad can be enriching 
and life-changing.

“It is gratifying to see how 
much Cambodian students 
value American higher ed-
ucation as an important 
means to acquire new skills, 
knowledge, and experience 
to bring back for further ad-
vancements in the Kingdom’s 
development,” he said. 

He noted that the US em-
bassy had promoted Ameri-
can educational opportuni-
ties for Cambodians through 
its EducationUSA Centres and 
American Spaces in Phnom 

Penh and the provinces of 
Siem Reap, battambang and 
Kampong Cham.

“This includes the AmCam 
Exchange at the Exchange 
Square mall in Phnom Penh,” 
he said.

Ngin Lida, who currently heads 
up the marketing department 
for an online business, re-
ceived a scholarship to study 
in the US from 2017-2021. 

She told The Post that study-
ing in the US had given her a 
lot of knowledge and experience 
that helped with her personal 
and professional development. 

During her four years of 
study in the US she earned 
two graduate degrees – an 
MA in Public Relations and 
Development Studies and an 
MA in Public Administration.

She said that her first 
scholarship was awarded by 
the Open Society Founda-
tion and the second by the 
University of Ohio.

She added that what moti-
vated her to study in the US 
was that she had already had a 
great experience in the coun-
try in 2016 through the Young 
Southeast Asian Leaders Ini-
tiative founded by former 
president barack Obama.

She said that in addition to 
being one of the most devel-
oped countries, the US is cul-
turally rich and very free and 
that it has excellent education 
programmes. She said that 
she acquired a lot of knowl-
edge inside and outside of the 
classroom in her time there.

“I have learned about Amer-

ican culture, traditions, poli-
tics, working environment 
and communications. I saw 
many beautiful and wonder-
ful landscapes in the US. I also 
experienced a lot of advanced 
technology and met a lot of 
great people there,” she said.

As a Cambodian who stud-
ied in a developed country 
and earned degrees there, 
Lida said that she can bring 
knowledge and experience to 
help develop Cambodia in ar-
eas such as innovation, edu-
cation, work experience, com-
munications and especially in 
the relatively new concept of 
social entrepreneurship.

“Entrepreneurship has 
completely changed my goals 
and future direction and it is 
where I will go with my career 
path because I believe that – 
in addition to education – en-
trepreneurship will be the key 
to sustainably enhancing the 
economy and livelihoods of 
Cambodians,” Lida added. 

The Open Doors Report said 
that the US is the number one 
destination in the world for 
international students with 
914,095 of them enrolled in 
US schools in 2020-21.

“The pandemic contrib-
uted to an overall 15 per cent 
drop from 2019-20 numbers, 
but the number of Cambodi-
an students studying in the 
US has increased again,” the 
report added.

More Cambodians studying in US

China gives Covid-19 testing 
equipment to defence ministry
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Chinese Ministry 
of National Defence 
has provided medi-
cal equipment to its 

Cambodian counterpart to 
be used to test samples for 
Covid-19. 

The donations included 
Covid-19 testing equipment, 
vaccination supplies and two 
types of Chinese medicines. 

Speaking during a handover 
ceremony at the Phnom Penh 
International Airport on No-
vember 23, Minister of Na-
tional Defence Tea banh said 
the testing equipment was an 
important contribution to the 
campaign to fight the spread 
of Covid-19 in Cambodia and 
that it was done in the spirit 
of friendship and solidarity.

“Good friends help each 
other in times of emergency 
and our Chinese friends al-
ways support the Cambodian 
army during its hardships 
unconditionally and in the 
traditional spirit of friendship 
to strengthen and deepen our 
relations in all areas,” he said.

“These medical supplies 
from the Chinese defence 
ministry come in addition to 
the Covid-19 vaccines they 
have sent and their medical 
experts who shared their ex-
perience and knowledge with 
us in our cooperative efforts 
to fight this disease. These 
donations contribute to the 
implementation of our core 
strategies that are the keys to 

protecting public health and 
saving the lives of Cambodi-
ans,” Tea banh said.

The assistance will further 
enhance the capacity of the 
Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces (RCAF) to improve its 
technical skills with testing 
for the coronavirus, he said.

The minister confirmed 
that the success of the na-
tional vaccination campaign 
showed that the RCAF could 
contribute significantly to the 
welfare of the nation even in 
the peaceful era now being 

enjoyed by the Kingdom.
Chinese ambassador to 

Cambodia Wang Wentian has 
stated that the Cambodian 
and Chinese armies are like 
brothers with a friendship 
forged from steel and are as in-
dispensible to the two nations 
and each other as hands and 
feet are to the human body.

“In recent years, the govern-
ment under the direct leader-
ship and full support of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping and 
Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
strengthened the two armies’ 

cooperative efforts and taken 
steps toward improvement in 
all areas,” Wang said.

He added that after the out-
break of Covid-19, the people 
and armies of the two coun-
tries have always helped each 
other with donated medi-
cines and that this coopera-
tion not only forms a model 
relationship for international 
military cooperation but also 
contributes significantly to 
the building of a Cambodia-
China community of com-
mon destiny.

Defence ministry officials receive medical supplies provided by China on Tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN

Cambodian students ask questions about studying in the US at a recent 
event. US EmbASSy

Prime Minister Hun Sen inaugurates 
the Stung Trang-Kroch Chhmar 
Cambodia-China Friendship 
Bridge on Tuesday. PUblIC WOrkS 
mINIStry

Hun Sen will never bow 
head and submit to any 
external pressure: PM



Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen said the number 
of new Covid cases 
did not significantly 

increase due to the reopening 
of tourist spots and height-
ened domestic travel during 
the Water Festival and Pchum 
Ben holidays. 

He made the remarks on 
November 23 at the inau-
guration ceremony for the 
Stung Trang-Kroch Chhmar 
Cambodia-China Friendship 
Bridge at Prek Bakk com-
mune’s Boeung Deng village 
in Kampong Cham province’s 
Stung Trang district.

The bridge connects to the 
eastern bank of the Mekong 
River at Trea commune’s Kdol 
Kandal village in Tbong Kh-
mum province’s Kroch Chh-
mar district. 

A groundbreaking ceremony 
for the construction of Nation-
al Road 71C also took place.

“With more than 88 per cent 
of the population vaccinated 
across the country, we’ve re-
opened now and this was 
the first time that the people 
were allowed to take a break. 
After Pchum Ben, the number 
of infected people went up 
slightly but then the numbers 
decreased,” he said. 

He said he also told the 
public to take a break during 
Water Festival to promote do-
mestic tourism and over the 
holiday more than one mil-
lion people travelled to desti-
nations across the country.

“I am extremely proud of the 
Cambodian people. Although 
some feared that vaccinations 
would kill them, over 14 mil-
lion people have now been 
vaccinated. I’m even more 
proud that our people have 
changed their attitudes. We 
must acknowledge and en-
courage these brave changes 
in attitude and make it a habit 
of our people,” he said.  

He added that during the 
Water Festival, authorities 
had widely noted that people 
were wearing masks, using 
hand sanitisers and main-
taining physical distance and 
the rate of new infections was 
still under 50 per day after the 
holiday.   

“I would like to ask that our 
people continue to have a 
cautious attitude. For whom? 
Not for me, but for each in-
dividual. Every family has 
to protect themselves. I am 
happy to continue to reopen 

this country without looking 
back,” he said. “I am confi-
dent that the opening of the 
country at this time will not 
be reversed because the situ-
ation is not the same as before 
when we did not have protec-
tive vaccines.”

Hun Sen also noted that the 
$2.3 billion in reserve funds 
that the government had to 
spend on Covid-19 preven-
tion and mitigation efforts 
would have been enough to 
build 20 bridges like the one 
he was opening that day. 

World Health Organisation 
(WHO) representative to Cam-
bodia Li Ailan told The Post on 
November 23 that the King-
dom has been making cal-
culated risk-based decisions 
about saving lives and pro-
tecting people’s health while 
planning for and implement-
ing the safe and sustainable 
reopening of the economy 
and society, especially the re-
introduction of safe tourism. 

She said the Water Festival 
would provide a great oppor-
tunity to test how well Cam-
bodia’s systems and society 
– including local government, 
the tourism industry, individ-
uals and communities – are 
prepared to learn and adjust 
in order to sustain the re-

opening efforts. 
“It becomes even more im-

portant now to follow Covid-
19 preventive measures and 
ensure good compliance with 
them because it is not too late 
to prevent a big surge that 
may overwhelm the health-

care system. The pandemic 
is not over. Together we must 
aim to avoid crossing the red 
line and to protect the vulner-
able within the context of a 
safe reopening,” she said. 

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine said on 

November 23 that she had 
observed that a lot of people 
had travelled to different 
tourist attractions over the 
holidays and they were care-
ful to protect themselves and 
had changed their habits.

“According to the ministry’s 

report there has been no in-
crease in cases of Covid-19 
yet. But we will continue to 
monitor this situation and 
see what happens in one or 
two weeks,” she said. 

Li said it was commendable 
that the government, health 
workers, community and 
partners have all worked to-
gether to achieve world-lead-
ing vaccination rates and en-
sure that the vulnerable such 
as the elderly are protected.

“Even when fully vaccinated 
we can still get infected and 
still infect others. Therefore, 
it is important that we all stay 
vigilant, especially to protect 
the vulnerable. We are enter-
ing the ‘new normal’ phase of 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
we must maintain physical 
distancing and the wearing of 
masks when needed,” she said. 

She added that while vacci-
nation is necessary and effec-
tive at reducing severe disease 
and deaths, it is not enough 
on its own. 

“The virus is still circulating 
and will continue to be here. 
We don’t want to see a large 
increase in cases that might 
overwhelm our healthcare ca-
pacity. We may still see some 
targeted closures and mea-
sures to maintain community 
safety. This is to be expected, 
and we must stay prepared for it 
even as we are returning to work, 
school and community life. 

“We will be living with the vi-
rus from now on,” she said.
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PM: No post-holiday Covid case jump

People enjoying the last day of the Water Festival at the riverside area of Chroy Changvar district in Phnom Penh on Saturday. HONG MENEA

Heavy traffic on the streets of Chroy Changvar district on the last day of 
the Water Festival. HONG MENEA
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Voun Dara

CAmboDIAn authorities from 
provinces along the Cambodia-
Thailand border will meet with 
Thai counterparts to discuss 
reopening border checkpoints 
to facilitate travel, transfer of 
products and cross-border trade 
between the two countries.

banteay meanchey provin-
cial deputy governor Ly Sary 
said on november 22 that 
the provincial administration 
would hold a meeting with 
the Thai side on november 25 
to reopen the Poipet Interna-
tional border Checkpoint and 
other border crossings to fa-
cilitate cross-border trade.

“According to the meeting’s plan, 
we want to discuss reopening 
border checkpoints as normal. 
[We] will also open a new in-
ternational border checkpoint 
called Stung bot checkpoint, 
and discuss drug and human 
trafficking prevention,” he said.

He added that the Thai side 
requested Cambodian officials 
meet in Thailand’s Sa Kaeo prov-
ince for the discussions and re-
quested inspection on construc-
tion progress of the new Stung 
bot International checkpoint.

He said talks on reopen-
ing the border came after 
the situation of Covid-19 had 
improved in Cambodia, with 
people in border provinces 
having already received two-
doses and also booster shots.

Ly Sary said the remaining  
challenges on the border con-
cerned human trafficking where 

Cambodian people have been 
deceived by brokers to illegally 
cross the border in search of 
work in Thailand. Such cross-
ings were dangerous for them.

Deputy Governor of battam-
bang province Soeum bunrith 
said reopening the border must 
first wait for agreement from 
both sides, as the Covid-19 situ-
ation in Thailand was still more 
serious than Cambodia.

“Since June, the provinces 
along the Cambodian-Thai 
border have opened to normal 
exchanges of goods. but the 
resumption of normal travel 
for residents is not yet allowed, 
pending the agreement from 
the Thai government.

“our side agreed to reopen the 
border as usual with permission 
from the royal Government [of 
Cambodia]. but the Thai side 
has yet to grant permission. 
So usually, the two sides must 
agree with each other first,” he 
said, adding that his provincial 
administration is waiting for a 
decision from the Thai side.

Samkhit vien, Koh Kong 
provincial deputy governor 
said the border checkpoints in 
Koh Kong province have been 
opened for the transport of 
goods as normal, but the of-
ficial reopening of the border 
has yet to be discussed.

“So far, we have not yet received 
information from the Thai side 
regarding the request to reopen 
the borders. our side has no 
problem with reopening the 
border, but agreement from the 
Thai side is needed,” he said.

Cambodia, Thailand to 
discuss border reopening Kingdom, Laos talk security

Voun Dara

T
He ministry of Interi-
or and the Lao minis-
try of Public Security 
have signed a memo-

randum of understanding 
(moU) on security coopera-
tion for 2022 and agreed to 
continue to foster increased 
links between them.

According to a press release 
from the interior ministry, 
the agreement was made at 
a virtual meeting between 
interior minister Sar Kheng 
and his Lao counterpart vilay 
Lakhamfong. The two also 
evaluated the two countries’ 
cooperative efforts on secu-
rity for 2020-21.  

Sar Kheng and vilay both 
had words of praise for the 
good relations between the 
two countries’ leaders and 
pledged to move forward to-
gether in the same spirit of 
traditional friendship, solidar-
ity and good neighbourliness.

The press release stated that 
a significant increase in the 
volume of bilateral trade be-
tween Cambodia and Laos in 
2020 made a significant con-
tribution to the economies of 
both countries and was to the 
mutual benefit of everyone. 

They also noted the mu-
tual support between Laos 
and Cambodia in combating 
Covid-19 and dealing with 
the difficult circumstances 
caused by the pandemic.

“In the spirit of strengthening 
and expanding the relation-

ship and active cooperation 
between these parties, [Sar 
Kheng] and [vilay] signed the 
moU on security cooperation 
for 2022 and agreed to contin-
ue to invest time and attention 
into working together produc-
tively,” the press release said.

both parties have agreed to 
further enhance and strengthen 
the cooperative mechanisms 
necessary for suppression of 
drug trafficking activities and 
to expand the scope of their 
information exchanges to fur-
ther suppress drug trafficking 
along the border.

They agreed to increase 
the level of management and 

control in place along the bor-
der within their respective ju-
risdictions and to take timely 
measures to prevent and sup-
press all kinds of cross-border 
crimes, especially smuggling, 
deforestation, poaching and 
hunting, and other activities 
that are contrary to the laws 
of either country or violations 
of their border regulations.

both parties agreed to con-
tinue to monitor and facilitate 
the transit of people across 
the shared international bor-
der in accordance with the 
laws and procedures, includ-
ing cross-border trade and 
tourism exchanges, medical 

examinations, family visits 
and participation in various 
traditional ceremonies.

They pledged to cooperate 
to resolve problems along the 
border based on the spirit of 
friendship, solidarity and mu-
tual respect for sovereignty.

The two sides also ex-
pressed appreciation for the 
efforts of the border authori-
ties and law enforcement offi-
cers stationed there who con-
tinued their work despite the 
complex situation caused by 
Covid-19 and pledged to work 
closely together in maintain-
ing a good security environ-
ment along the border.

Interior minister Sar Kheng and his Lao counterpart Vilay Lakhamfong sign an MoU on security cooperation 
for the coming year on Monday. InterIor MInIstry



Kim Sarom

F
OUR of the six military 
officers arrested for 
arms trafficking were 
remanded into custody 

by the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court investigating judge on 
November 23, while  the other 
two were still being questioned 
regarding the trafficking of over 
100 weapons – including mili-
tary-grade heavy weapons. 

The weapons – and ammuni-
tion for them – were discovered 
stashed in Battambang prov-
ince in October and November.

Municipal court spokes-
man Plang Sophal confirmed 
on November 23 that the four 
have been charged and are 
now awaiting trial. 

“After investigating, the pros-
ecutor charged them with the 
trafficking, export and stockpil-
ing of weapons, explosives and 
ammunition without authori-
sation under articles 488 and 
20 of the Law on the Manage-
ment of Weapons, Explosives 
and Ammunition,” he said.

Sao Sokha, commander of 
the National Military Police, 
told The Post on November 22 
that the gendarmerie had ar-
rested six military officers on 
the court’s orders while anoth-
er officer – whose identity has 
not been revealed – was de-
tained by the National Police.

He said the six included a 
two-star Major General in 
charge of a weapon mainte-
nance and repair workshop 
and a one-star Brigadier Gen-
eral who is the deputy com-
mander at the workshop. Two 
other high-ranking officers 
– Lt Colonel and Captain – 
whose job at the workshop 
was repairing military-grade 
weapons were also charged. 

The other two military offi-
cers charged were the deputy 
commander for the Kamrieng 
district Military Police and 
a warrant officer from the 

Phnom Proek district Military 
Police. Both districts are locat-
ed in Battambang province.

According to Sokha, one 
suspect was arrested in Siem 
Reap province on November 
19, two more on November 
20 and 21 in Battambang and 

three others in Phnom Penh 
on November 22.

Sokha confirmed that the 
first incident related to this 
case was the ammo cache 
found in Kamrieng district on 
October 19. 

The second incident was the 

stash of weapons found in Bat-
tambang province’s Phnom 
Proek district on November 
12 and 13, where the Military 
Police confiscated 100 AK-47s, 
two 12.7mm heavy machine-
guns and three M-79 grenade 
launchers.

Voun Dara

OVER 94 per cent of students 
in Phnom Penh who recently 
took their Grade 9 examina-
tion have passed, while re-
sults for candidates in most 
provinces are set to be fina-
lised on November 23. 

The Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sports has also es-
tablished rules and regulations 
for candidates sitting for their 
high school diploma examina-
tion scheduled for December 27.

Hem Sinareth, director of 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
education department, said 
on November 22 that the 
results of the lower second-
ary diploma exam held on 
November 15 at 63 testing 
centres across the capital re-
vealed that 13,709 out of the 
total 14,506 candidates who 
took the exam, or 94.5 per 
cent, passed. There were a 
total of 15,313 students reg-
istered for the exam, 7,832 of 
whom were females. And of 
the 13,709 candidates who 

passed, 7,186 were females.    
“The Grade 9 exam this year 

went as planned at all cen-
tres. No significant problems 
were noticed with each cen-
tre following the instructions. 
All entrances to centres had 
alcohol sanitisers and ther-
mometers,” he said.

In Tbong Khmum province 
where more than 7,000 students 
sat for the exam, over 94.66 per 
cent passed, according to re-
sults released by the provincial 
education department.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said on November 
22 that results were published 
on November 22 at each test-
ing centre and online. He said 
the ministry will release all 
results after it has collected 
them from across the country.

He said that in general, the 
exam process on November 
15-16 went well and ended 
with acceptable results as 
planned and similar to pre-
vious years. Nevertheless, he 
said a small number of candi-
dates were absent during the 

exam for personal reasons.
He said the examina-

tion continued to follow the 
principles of the law, justice 
transparency and acceptable 
results in accordance with 
health safety measures.

According to Soveacha, the 
total number of candidates 
who sat for the Grade 9 exam 
nationwide was 162,589, of 
whom 87,871 were females. 
There were 1,722 examina-
tion centres and 7,327 exami-
nation rooms.

Separately, education min-
ister Hang Chuon Naron on 
November 22 issued regula-
tions and discipline for can-
didates taking the Grade 12 
exam, also known as the bac-
calaureate exam or “Bac II”, 
which falls on December 27.

The announcement aimed 
to maintain order during the 
exam and to improve health 
and safety for the exam com-
mittee and candidates in the 
context of Covid-19. It speci-
fied permitted activities for 
candidates during the exam.

Ry Sochan

A GROUP of 25 students from 
the Royal University of Phnom 
Penh’s Department of Media and 
Communication (DMC) have 
launched a 60-day campaign to 
encourage people to reduce 
their use of plastics. Throughout 
the campaign, customers who 
buy coffee from partner stores 
and cafes will get a 10 to 50 per 
cent discount if they bring their 
own bottle or container.

The campaign entitled “60 
days: Bring a Bottle, Get a Dis-
count” kicked off on November 
22 and will run until January 20, 
2022, in collaboration with vari-
ous cafes and restaurants in 
Phnom Penh, reducing the prices 
on beverages for all customers who 
bring their own bottles for them.

Over 20 cafes and restau-
rants in Phnom Penh have 
partnered with the campaign 
so far and they are working on 
signing up more.

The DMC students are also 
currently running a project called 
“Re-Five” a digital campaign to 
educate people on overuse of 
plastics and promote reductions 
in plastics use in their daily lives 
by implementing the 5R princi-
ples of Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle and Remediation.

Sao Dalen, a fourth-year DMC 
student, told The Post on 
November 21 that the campaign 
was designed to encourage cus-
tomers as well as shop owners 
to reduce their use of plastics. 
The campaign has a website 
that lets customers know about 
the partner cafes that are col-
laborating with the campaign.

“If you bring your own con-
tainer to our partner cafes you 
will receive a discount but it’s 
up to the businesses whether 
it’s 10 per cent or 50 per cent 
or in between,” she said. 

The campaign is being run 
with support from the Ministry 
of Environment and the Japanese 
government, UN Development 

Programme (UNDP) in Cambo-
dia and the National Council for 
Sustainable Development 
(NCSD), according to Dalen.

Environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra told 
The Post on November 21 that 
the ministry always supports 
any action to reduce plastic use 
and reduce plastic pollution 
and that it is the policy of the 
government to encourage a 
reduction in the use of plastics.

“The environment ministry 
encourages consumers to 
switch to cloth or paper bags 
rather than plastic. They should 
also use drinking straws made 
from metal or some biodegrad-
able material,” he said.

According to Pheaktra, peo-
ple are now more aware about 
plastics and have contributed 
to some reductions in their use 
in Cambodia. The environment 
ministry continues to work with 
the sub-national administra-
tion to manage urban solid 
waste and control the plastic 
problem by requiring residents 
to separate their waste by type.

As of 2020, he said the 
amount of waste generated in 
Cambodia is over four million 
tonnes per year and 20 per 
cent of that is plastic waste. 

Phnom Penh produces the 
largest amount of waste at 
about 3,000 tonnes per day, 
including around 600 tonnes 
of plastic waste. 

He said the capital uses more 
than 10 million plastic bags a 
day, followed by Preah Siha-
nouk province which has about 
700 tonnes of waste in total per 
day and Siem Reap which has 
about 400 tonnes per day. 

Citing a recent study, Pheak-
tra said one urban resident 
uses more than 2,000 plastic 
bags a year. The amount of rub-
bish increases by about 15 per 
cent per each year due to factors 
like population growth, eco-
nomic growth, lifestyle chang-
es and packaging changes.

National
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Anti-plastic waste 
campaign offering 
discounted drinks

94% pass Grade 9 exam in capital

Court charges senior military 
officers with gun trafficking

Police in Battambang province found dozens of AK-47 assualt rifles hidden at a fruit plantation in Phnom 
Proek district on November 12. FACEBOOK



Hom Phanet

THE General Department of Taxation 
(GDT) has said it will take strict action 
against business owners who do not 
pay their tax debts – including public 
shaming – and that repeat offenders 
could face court action.

In a notice issued on November 17 
targeted at tax debtors, the GDT 
underlined that paying taxes is the 
obligation of all citizens, and contrib-
utes to national economic develop-
ment in all fields.

The department, under the Minis-
try of Economy and Finance, said it 
“had previously observed that most 
enterprises would come and pay 
their tax debts with a high sense of 
responsibility”.

“But there are still some that have not 
come to pay their tax debts, even though 
the GDT has repeatedly issued invita-

tions, as reminders to come and pay.”
Eng Ratana, director of the GDT’s 

Large Taxpayer Department, affirmed 
that a large share of enterprise own-
ers had yet to pay their tax arrears 
despite numerous “invitations”.

He told The Post on November 23 
that the GDT would take a series of 
measures before seeking any court 
action as a final resort, which he said 
could potentially lead to closure. 
“This is a joint notice to confirm that 
they are still in debt and let them 
come and solve the problem.”

“We can let them pay in instal-
ments if they lack the ability to avoid 
tax evasion.”

He believes that the notice will prod 
business owners into promptly set-
tling their tax dues, and avoid legal 
action by the GDT.

The GDT notice went on to say that 
offenders could face other actions 

such as public name disclosure, sus-
pension or termination of business 
activities, a freeze on imports and 
exports or bank accounts, or the sus-
pension of ownership transfer of 
movable and immovable property.

The department said it will also work 
with the Ministry of Commerce to sus-
pend the registration of new compa-
nies and the transfer of shares.

The GDT may also seek collabora-
tion with the National Police to bring 
the involved individuals to pay tax 
debts, arrest them or confiscate prop-
erty, and forward cases to the judiciary.

The department has said it collected 
more than $2.3 billion in revenue in 
the first 10 months of this year, down 
by 5.05 per cent year-on-year, noting 
that this represents 103.23 per cent of 
the annual target of $2.24307 billion, 
as outlined in the Law on Financial 
Management for 2021.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 10,940 10,900 10,940 10,880

2 GTI 4,260 4,220 4,260 4,220

3 PAS 13,480 13,600 13,600 13,460

4 PEPC 3,150 3,150 3,150 3,150

5 PPAP 14,660 14,660 14,660 14,420

6 PPSP 2,010 2,000 2,020 2,000

7 PWSA 6,900 6,860 6,900 6,860

Date: November 23, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,096 1.2736 6.3881 114.77 4.1990 1.3660 33.11 0.7221 1.1259 1.3376

$250M set for agri financing in 2022
Hin Pisei

T
HE government has set 
aside $250 million for direct 
financing in 2022 through 
two state-owned financial 

institutions at low interest rates, 
and is resolved to encourage com-
mercial banks and microfinance 
lenders to provide additional credit 
to support agriculture and other pri-
ority sectors, according to Minister 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies veng Sakhon.

The state-owned banks are Small 
and Medium Enterprise Bank of 
Cambodia Plc (SME Bank) and Ag-
ricultural and Rural Development 
Bank of Cambodia (ARDB).

The move was revealed at a virtual 
closed-door meeting last week to 
review and discuss preparation of 
a “Draft Strategic Framework and 
Programme to Restore and Stimu-
late Cambodia’s Economic Growth 
in Living with Covid-19 in the New 
Normal”, which was presided over 
by Minister of Economy and Fi-
nance Aun Pornmoniroth.

Sakhon said in a statement that the 
document is designed to reform and 
introduce measures to rehabilitate the 
agricultural sector, which it flags for its 
apparent continued high potential to 
support food security, underpin eco-
nomic growth and create jobs.

He noted the government has 
rolled out fiscal and financial sup-
port measures and incentives to in-
spire investment in agriculture and 
develop the agro-processing indus-

try, a move he said has helped the 
Kingdom enhance local agricultural 
products to meet consumption de-
mand and further increase exports.

The minister added that the direct 
loans from SME Bank and ARDB un-
der the financing mechanism set for 
2022 would have “low interest rates 
of around five to 5.5 per cent for key 

segments such as cultivation, ani-
mal husbandry, agricultural product 
processing and ecotourism”.

“At the same time, the government 
will encourage commercial banks 
and microfinance institutions to in-
crease lending by revising the credit 
guarantee conditions of the Credit 
Guarantee Corporation of Cambodia 

[CGCC], by expanding the scope of 
guarantee coverage in conjunction 
with other favourable terms,” he said.

Mostly unscathed by Covid shocks, 
agriculture and agro-industry were 
considered high-potential sectors 
during the crisis – as demand for 
food increased – for the alleviation 
of the burden and impact shoul-

dered by other sectors, by providing 
employment and income for fami-
lies and the national economy.

Cambodia Rice Federation chair-
man Hun Lak told The Post on No-
vember 22 that the agriculture-cen-
tred financing mechanism would 
provide many benefits to growers 
and lead to investments that prop up 
production, to meet demand for do-
mestic consumption and exports.

Agricultural products play an im-
portant role in creating jobs and 
improving family economies, espe-
cially during Covid, he said.

“In the past, government financ-
ing for agriculture had been for the 
rice sector, but since the Covid-19 
crisis, the government has consid-
ered a lot of other segments such as 
crop growing, livestock raising and 
agricultural product processing.”

He noted that processing and 
packaging were not so much an is-
sue when it comes to exports, but 
that matters concerning the pro-
curement of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles require further discussion and 
government-supported agreements 
on phytosanitary rules that cover 
the entire supply chain, from culti-
vation to packaging and transport.

Citing the agriculture ministry’s 
National Phytosanitary Database, 
Sakhon previously reported that 
Cambodia exported 6,364,607.24 
tonnes of agricultural products in 
January-october, surging by 87.53 per 
cent year-on-year from 3,393,915.64 
tonnes, valued at $4,071,571,098.37, 
to 68 countries and territories.

Agricultural products play an important role in creating jobs and improving family economies, especially during the Covid-19 crisis. 
AGRICULTURE MINISTRY

The General Department of Taxation (GDT) says it collected more than $2.3 billion in 
revenue in the first 10 months of this year, or 103.23 per cent of the annual target of 
$2.24307 billion. POST STAFF

Pay taxes or face public shaming, court, GDT warns
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Doosan to develop car hydrogen power pack
S

oUTH Korea’s Doosan Group 
on november 21 said it will 
develop a hydrogen power 
pack for commercial vehicles, 

signalling its entry into the hydrogen 
bus and truck markets.

“We will develop a hydrogen power 
pack for land vehicles. We are also 
reviewing a total charging solution 
at bus depots that can charge both 
hydrogen and electric buses,” an 
executive at Doosan Fuel Cell, a hy-
drogen business unit of Doosan, told 
the Korea Herald while declining to 
be named.

A hydrogen power pack is a type 
of generator. It’s equivalent to an 
engine of an internal combustion 
engine vehicle. Inside a hydrogen 
power pack, fuel cells are installed 
to generate electricity and power an 
electric motor.

Doosan previously manufactured 
hydrogen power packs for drones 
only and this is the first time to de-
velop one for cars.

Doosan‘s hydrogen power pack 
has a competitive edge in the drone 
market, as it is lighter and offers a 
shorter charging time than batter-
ies. The commercialised product has 
created synergies with its sister com-
pany Doosan mobility Innovation, 
which manufactures drones.

Doosan’s development of hydro-
gen power packs for cars follows the 
government’s aggressive push for the 
hydrogen economy.

According to its hydrogen blue-
print announced in 2019, the gov-
ernment aims to switch public buses 
to hydrogen buses and adopt 2,000 
units by next year. The goal is to put 
40,000 hydrogen buses on the road 
and export 20,000 units by 2040. In 

the case of hydrogen trucks, the tar-
get is 30,000 units for domestic use 
and 90,000 units for export.

According to the official, Doosan’s 
ambition isn’t limited to just manu-
facturing components for hydrogen 
vehicles.

The ultimate goal is to create an 
entire ecosystem. The conglomerate 
focused on industrial equipment is 
reviewing to install its hydrogen fuel 
cell system Tri-gen at bus depots and 
use it as a charger for both electric 
and hydrogen buses.

Doosan’s Tri-gen, which looks like 
a giant container, can generate hy-
drogen, electricity and heat all at 

once with natural gas. It can produce 
up to 220km of hydrogen per day 
and generate between 350-450kW of 
electricity, which is powerful enough 
to quick charge Hyundai’s Ioniq5 in 
10-12 minutes.

As Tri-gen doesn’t require addition-
al grid infrastructure, it is deemed as 
one of the cheapest charging solu-
tions for the early stages of the hy-
drogen economy.

As Doosan makes a foray into the 
hydrogen bus and truck markets, 
competition with Hyundai motor 
seems inevitable.

To take initiative in the hydrogen 
truck market, Hyundai motor has 

already partnered up with major lo-
gistics firms.

In September, Hyundai Glovis and 
CJ Logistics agreed with Hyundai 
motor to purchase two units of the 
automaker’s hydrogen truck Xcient 
and test them in the field. Starting 
this month, Coupang will also oper-
ate one Xcient and test its feasibility.

Hyundai motor aims to establish 
an annual production capacity of 
some 20,000 hydrogen trucks by this 
year and export more than 60,000 
units – 25,000 to europe, 12,000 to 
north America and 27,000 to China.

Fierce competition is also expected 
in the domestic hydrogen bus mar-

ket. Since July, Hyundai motor be-
gan mass production of a hydrogen 
bus with a driving range of 450km. 
Also, the carmaker is preparing to 
mass produce an express bus model, 
called Universe.

but industry watchers say that Doo-
san has a chance, as Hyundai motor’s 
presence in the commercial hydrogen 
vehicle market is relatively weak com-
pared to its dominant standing in the 
passenger vehicle market.

Kim Pil-soo, a professor of automo-
tive engineering at Daelim University, 
said: “Hyundai motor is struggling to 
take control of the domestic electric 
bus market because the company 
has yet to achieve economies of scale 
compared to Chinese electric buses.

“of course, Doosan is unlikely to 
directly manufacture hydrogen bus-
es or hydrogen trucks, but it can cre-
ate a consortium with partners and 
supply its hydrogen power packs for 
the vehicles.”

According to Kim, Hyundai motor 
could struggle to achieve price com-
petitiveness for its hydrogen buses 
and trucks, just like its situation in 
the electric bus market. This could 
open up a window for Doosan to 
find outside partners and supply its 
hydrogen power packs, just like for-
eign automakers and Korean battery 
manufacturers form strategic part-
nerships.

A domestically made hydrogen 
bus costs around 400 million won 
($336,000), which is 100 million won 
more expensive than a Chinese-
made model. In the case of Seoul, of 
352 electric buses the city plans to 
purchase this year, 117 of them are 
from Chinese brands. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

vietnam banks race to increase
charter capital in fourth quarter
vIeTnAmeSe state-owned and private joint 
stock banks have been racing to increase charter 
capital in the last months of this year to boost 
financial strength and meet the State bank of 
vietnam’s (Sbv) regulations on capital adequacy 
ratio.

on november 22, bIDv announced it would 
close the list of shareholders for collecting written 
opinions on a plan to increase capital through 
issuing shares to pay dividends. According to the 
approved plan, the bank will increase its charter 
capital by 8.3 to 48.52 trillion dong ($360 million 
to $2.1 billion) through distributing dividends in 
shares and issuing additional shares.

SHb has recently also planned to increase 
capital from 19.26 trillion dong to more than 
26.674 trillion dong.

meanwhile, Abbank has announced during the 
period from november 18 to December 8, the 
bank will receive capital from the issuance of 
more than 114.26 million shares to existing share-
holders at the price of 10,000 dong per share.

Abbank has also completed the application to 
the State Securities Commission to carry out the 
issuance of more than 11.426 million shares to 
employees under an employee stock ownership 
plan (eSoP).

notably, right after completing the offering to 
existing shareholders and issuing eSoP shares, 

Abbank will continue to distribute bonus shares 
at the rate of 35 per cent from the undistributed 
profit source and the reserve fund worth a total 
of nearly 2.44 trillion dong to raise its charter 
capital to nearly 10 trillion dong.

Some other banks planning to significantly 
increase charter capital in 2021 are Sacombank 
with a rise of nearly 32 per cent, vIb (44.2 per 
cent), SCb (32.8 per cent), oCb (31.8 per cent), 
ACb (25 per cent) and HDbank (25 per cent).

To date, more than 20 banks, such as vietcom-
bank, vietinbank, bID, SHb, vPbank, TPbank and 
oCb have increased charter capital to meet the 
central bank’s regulation. banks must have their 
capital adequacy ratio (CAr) to meet basel II 
standards as prescribed in Circular 41/2016/TT-
nHnn by January 1, 2023. Up to now, 16 out of 
35 banks have met the requirement.

besides meeting the central bank’s regulation, 
capital increase will also contribute to improving 
banks’ financial strength and helping them 
increase medium and long-term capital source 
to expand business activities. Therefore, the race 
to increase charter capital among banks is fore-
cast to continue strongly next year.

After the first nine months of this year, viet-
inbank surpassed bIDv to become the bank with 
the largest charter capital in the country’s bank-
ing system. After issuing nearly 1.1 billion shares 
to pay dividends at the rate of more than 29 per 
cent, vietinbank’s charter capital increased to 
48.01 trillion dong.

The bank has planned to ask for approval to 
continuously raise charter capital to 54.13 trillion 
dong at its general meeting of shareholders this 
year.

It was followed by vPbank with nearly 45.05 
trillion dong after the bank completed the issu-
ance of shares to increase charter capital by 
nearly 19.75 trillion dong.

However, vP bank’s position is forecast to 
change as vietcombank’s board of directors has 
recently approved a plan to increase charter 
capital by 10.23 trillion dong to more than 47.32 
trillion dong. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Doosan’s hydrogen power pack for drones. DOOSAN

A BIDV office in Vietnamese capital Hanoi. BIDV will 
increase its charter capital by 8.3 to 48.52 trillion 
dong ($360 million to $2.1 billion). SUPPLIED



Kratie plant boosts
sugarcane growing,
prepares to export
Hom Phanet

AFTER a nearly 10-year pro-
duction hiatus, a joint venture 
sugarcane factory in Kratie 
province’s northernmost dis-
trict plans to start exporting, 
and is pushing to increase cul-
tivation to maintain the sus-
tainability of its supply chain, 
a senior provincial official told 
The Post on November 23.

Kratie provincial deputy 
governor Pen Linat said the 
plant reopened last year fol-
lowing investment by local 
and Vietnamese investors 
and now employs more than 
500 workers, and that 3,000ha 
of sugarcane of a planned 
10,000ha have been planted 
at an attached plantation.

Located in O’Krieng com-
mune in the northern reaches 
of Sambor district, the opera-
tion is a collaboration between 
Camden Novcher and Svay 
Rieng Youth Agricultural Co.

Linat said the sugarcane 
factory is the only one of its 

kind in the province, and was 
set up by an Indian investor 
nearly 10 years ago, but later 
went bankrupt.

The Vietnamese company 
last year expressed interest in 
the factory and plantation, he 
said, adding that the planta-
tion’s sugarcane would be har-
vested in the coming months.

He noted that the factory 
would “in the past” process 
the sugarcane into raw sugar 
– which has a beige tint from 
its molasses content – but 
not commercial-grade gran-
ulated sugar.

According to the deputy gov-
ernor, about 90 per cent of the 
plant’s production line is auto-
mated, which he said requires 
a lot of capital investment.

He said that bringing the 
site up to full operation could 
pave the way for the produc-
tion of alcohol and electricity 
generation from sugarcane 
byproducts.

Kratie provincial Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries deputy director 
Ork Darun noted that the pe-
rennial grass could be grown 
in any locality of the province, 
“but because private com-
panies are investing in sug-
arcane factories in Sambor 
district alone, the crop is only 
grown in that area”.

But the joint venture is not 
the only sugar producer in 
the Kingdom.

In December 2019 during a 
visit to a Phnom Penh Sugar 
Co Ltd factory production line 
in Kampong Speu, Minister of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries Veng Sakhon said the 
plant has the daily capacity to 

refine 1,000 tonnes of granu-
lated sugar and produce 1,000 
tonnes of brown sugar.

Today, Sakhon said, the do-
mestic market and Vietnam 
are the company’s largest des-
tinations. “The company plans 
to further ramp up exports to 
overseas markets,” he said.

The Kingdom exported 
more than $18.95 million 
worth of sugar and confec-
tionery items in the first half 
of this year, down by 43.9 
per cent year-on-year from 
$33.79 million, according to 
the General Department of 
Customs and Excise of Cam-
bodia.

Nov Sivutha

S
IEM Reap provincial 
authorities called on 
owners of hotels, ac-
commodation servic-

es, beer gardens and tourism-
related businesses to apply 
for a “new normal” Minimum 
Standard Operating Proce-
dure (SOP) compliance audit, 
as the province gears up to 
welcome vaccinated tourists.

The Siem Reap Provincial Ad-
ministration said in a Novem-
ber 22 statement that owners 
of these businesses must apply 
at the provincial Department 

of Tourism for the audit before 
accepting travellers.

The administration also 
instructed them to obtain 
a valid tourism business li-
cence at the provincial hall or 
the Ministry of Tourism’s One 
Window Service Office.

Neither Siem Reap Provincial 
Administration spokesman Ly 
Samrith nor provincial Depart-
ment of Tourism director Ngov 
Sengkak could be reached for 
comment on November 23.

Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion Cambodia chapter chair-
man Thourn Sinan acknowl-
edged the announcement, but 

noted that many hotels, guest-
houses and tourism business-
es have already opened their 
doors, even during lockdown.

He said on November 23: 
“The entire country is reopening 
now – the Siem Reap adminis-
tration’s announcement should 
have been made much sooner, 
and not as late as it was.

“Coming out now, it is not 
useful. It is not befitting at all.”

Pov Makara, general manager 
of Hotel Phila Siem Reap, told 
The Post that the management 
“had not received” the provincial 
administration’s latest state-
ment, but said the hotel and 

guests are abiding by the Minis-
try of Health’s Covid measures.

The hotel had a large num-
ber of guests stay during the 
Water Festival holiday, he 
said, noting that the occupan-
cy rate dipped afterwards.

He expects hotels and tourism 
businesses to normalise after 
the government reopens the 
country to international tour-
ists, which he said will provide 
income to businesses and locals.

Makara shared that he had 
applied for a massage business 
licence and had received a let-
ter, but that authorities had yet 
to conduct an inspection.

CHINA has warned Taiwan-
ese firms against supporting 
the island’s independence, 
hours after state media said 
a Taiwanese conglomer-
ate was fined by mainland 
regulators as tensions flare 
between Beijing and Demo-
cratic Progressive Party-led 
Taiwan authorities.

Analysts said the move 
could ratchet economic pres-
sure on Taiwanese companies 
operating in mainland China 
– and the local firms that in-
vest in them.

Beijing claims Taiwan as part 
of its territory to be re-taken 
one day, by force if necessary.

It has intensified military, 
diplomatic and economic 
pressure on Taiwan authori-
ties since President Tsai Ing-
wen’s 2016 election, as she 
sees the island as “already 
independent” and not part of 
its “one China”.

Beijing “would never allow 
people who support ‘Taiwan 
independence’ and damage 
cross-strait relations to make 
money on the mainland”, the 
Taiwan Affairs Office (TAO) 
said in a statement issued late 
on November 22.

It was responding to a report 
on the official Xinhua News 
Agency that Taiwan’s Far East-
ern Group was fined in the 
mainland over its investments 
in several Chinese provinces 
for violating local regulations.

“The vast number of Tai-
wanese companies need to 
tell the right from the wrong, 
stand firm on their position 
while drawing the line against 
‘Taiwan independence’ split-
tist forces,” said the state-
ment by spokeswoman Zhu 
Fenglian.

TAO this month listed sev-
eral of the island’s top politi-
cians as “Taiwan indepen-
dence diehards” and warned 
that the authorities would 
“pursue criminal responsi-

bility” effective for life.
When asked if the fine was 

related to the list, Zhu reiter-
ated that the “diehard” poli-
ticians, their affiliated busi-
nesses and financial backers 
“will be severely punished in 
accordance with the law”.

Two Far Eastern units con-
firmed they were fined more 
than 88 million yuan ($13 
million) in mainland China 
for violating environmental 
protection, fire safety, taxa-
tion and other regulations.

“Looks to me like another 
small ratchet up, moving from 
targeting Taiwanese individu-
als to firms,” Kharis Temple-
man, a political scientist with 
the Hoover Project on Taiwan, 
wrote on Twitter.

“I’d imagine there will be 
significant resistance to this. 
The local partners are also 
making money,” he added.

While relations between 
the Chinese government and 
Taiwan authorities are at their 
lowest in decades, Beijing 
has largely avoided punitive 
measures against Taiwanese 
companies that might impact 
mainland Chinese investors.

Margaret McCuaig-John-
ston, an expert at the China 
Institute at the University of 
Alberta, said the TAO’s warn-
ing suggests that might have 
changed.

“Like Canadian and Aus-
tralian businesses, Taiwanese 
firms are now finding that do-
ing business in [mainland] 
China carries a much higher 
risk than other countries,” 
she wrote on Twitter.

“Those who can’t afford 
their business to be suddenly 
hit by malign & fabricated ac-
cusations should diversify to 
other countries.”

Far Eastern is one of Taiwan’s 
largest conglomerates with 
businesses from textile, con-
struction, hotels to the Sogo 
department store chain. AFP
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S Reap calls on businesses to
apply for Covid-19 SOP audit

Siem Reap province is gearing up to welcome fully-vaccinated international tourists. heng chivoAn

The Kingdom exported more than $18.95 million worth of sugar and 
confectionery items in the first half of this year, down by 43.9 per cent 
year-on-year from $33.79 million. FReSh neWS

Continued from page 1

released on November 22.
Of these, 63,050 (or 47.88 per 

cent) entered the Kingdom by 
air, and 68,624 (52.12 per cent) 
by land or waterways.

Thailand was the top source 
market for travellers to Cambo-
dia, at 64,459 or 48.95 per cent 
of the total, followed by main-
land China (37,197), Vietnam 
(7,649), Indonesia (4,211), South 
Korea (2,989), the US (2,934), 
the Chinese island of Taiwan 
(2,434), France (1,624), Malaysia 
(1,336) and Japan (1,220).

In September alone, 9,967 
foreign tourists visited Cambo-
dia, dropping by 52.8 per cent 
year-on-year from 21,137.

Cambodia Association of 
Travel Agents adviser Ho Vandy 
told The Post on November 23 
that Covid concerns were the 
predominant reason for the dip 

in international tourist arrivals.
However, he believes that 

number will recover gradu-
ally after the government 
scrapped quarantine require-
ments for all arrivals who are 
fully-vaccinated against the 
novel coronavirus.

“This is a light for foreigners 
who want to travel to Cambo-
dia and for those in the tour-
ism sector,” Vandy said.

He added that through con-
certed efforts, international 
flights have gradually begun to 
take off again, but asserted that 
“for the sector to be sustaina-
ble, both the government and 
the people must be involved in 
the implementation of meas-
ures to combat Covid-19”.

In 2020, Cambodia received a 
total of 1,306,143 foreign visi-
tors, a decrease of 80.2 per cent 
compared to 6,610,592 in 2019, 
according to the ministry.

Tourism restart offers
‘a light’ for foreigners
to take Cambodia trip

China warns firms on
Taiwan island against
‘backing independence’
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world
Sudan frees civilian leaders held since putsch
S

UDAneSe authori-
ties have released 
several civilian lead-
ers detained since last 

month’s military coup, a for-
mer captive said on novem-
ber 22, amid efforts to restore 
a fragile transition process to-
wards full democracy.

Last month’s coup drew in-
ternational condemnation 
and punitive measures, with 
the US on november 22 urg-
ing more progress before re-
suming millions of dollars of 
suspended aid.

“I was released late yester-
day evening,” following a deal 
to reverse the military take-
over, the head of Sudan’s Con-
gress Party, omar al-Degeir, 
who was among civilians ar-
rested in the army’s october 
25 power grab, told AFP.

“I was in solitary confine-
ment and completely cut off 
from the world throughout 
this period.”

The Congress Party, how-
ever, slammed november 21’s 
deal, saying it “explicitly legiti-
mised the continuation of the 
coup regime”.

other civilian politicians 
were also released, including 
Sedeeq al-Sadiq al-mahdi of 
the Umma Party, Sudan’s larg-
est political group.

Prime minister Abdalla Ham-
dok’s adviser Yasser Arman, a 

leading figure of Sudan’s main 
civilian bloc, the Forces for 
Freedom and Change (FFC), 
was among those freed, ac-
cording to Degeir.

but other key civilian figures 
and ministers deposed in the 
coup have yet to be freed.

on november 22, 12 out of 
the 17 FFC members in Ham-
dok’s dismissed government, 
including foreign minister mar-
iam al-mahdi, announced their 
resignation, refusing to collabo-
rate with the coup leaders.

“We don’t question his integ-
rity as a patriot or as a leader 
… but what happened yester-
day was a setback, a setback in 
the trust,” mahdi told the US 
think-tank, Atlantic Council, 
after Hamdok met with his 
cabinet.

Top general Abdel Fattah al-
burhan last month declared a 
state of emergency and ousted 
the Hamdok government, in a 
move that upended a two-year 
transition to civilian rule.

The move sparked inter-
national condemnation and 
punitive measures, and pro-
voked a wave of mass street 
protests and clashes with se-
curity forces.

At least 41 people have been 
killed, the latest of them a teen-
ager shot dead by security forc-
es on november 21, according 
to pro-democracy doctors.

US Secretary of State Antony 
blinken told Sudanese lead-
ers that november 21’s deal to 
reverse the military takeover 
was only a first step, the state 
department said.

“This is the first step. It’s 
not the last step,” department 
spokesman ned Price told re-
porters in Washington.

He said Washington, which 
has suspended $700 in aid to 

Sudan, wanted to see more 
progress towards democracy 
in the African country.

Hamdok, who had been 
under effective house arrest 
for a month, emerged to sign 
the 14-point deal with burhan 
under which the premier was 
reinstated and political de-
tainees freed.

However, analysts warn the 
move simply “whitewashes” 

the coup, as it remains unclear 
how much power Hamdok’s 
team will yield.

The cabinet will remain un-
der the oversight of a ruling 
council led by the military.

Thousands of demonstra-
tors in multiple rallies on 
november 21 rejected the 
deal, shouting, “no to mili-
tary power” and demanding 
that the armed forces fully 

withdraw from government.
Whereas Hamdok had pre-

viously been hailed as Sudan’s 
sole “legitimate” leader, pro-
testers tore up posters of the 
premier and decried him as a 
“traitor” to the 2019 revolt that 
ousted autocratic ruler omar 
al-bashir.

The Sudanese Profession-
als’ Association, an umbrella 
group of unions that was 
also instrumental in bringing 
down bashir, described the 
deal as “political suicide” for 
Hamdok.

The deal was welcomed by 
the Un and African Union, as 
well as the so-called Troika of 
britain, norway and the US.

It was also greeted by Saudi 
Arabia and egypt, which have 
strong ties with the Sudanese 
military.

burhan on november 22 re-
newed a pledge to lead Sudan 
to “free and transparent elec-
tions” on July 23.

The deal raises hopes the 
country will be able to return 
to its tenuous transition pro-
cess since the ouster of bashir 
following months of mass 
street protests.

but analysts voiced scepti-
cism, stressing the general had 
satisfied the international com-
munity while at the same time 
consolidating his control over 
the transition process. AFP

India hopeful for $500m bangladesh defence credit

n Korea: Un rights resolution result of ‘hostile policy’

InDIAn defence minister 
rajnath Singh on november 22 
expressed hope that India’s 
$500 million line of credit to 
bangladesh for defence equip-
ment will spur joint activities 
not only in acquisition of assets 
but also in co-development 
and co-production of defence 
material.

He said India is keen to con-
tinue working closely with 
bangladesh, helping and sup-
porting each other’s defence 
and security concerns.

The credit line was first 
announced by India during 

bangladeshi Prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina’s visit to new 
Delhi in 2017.

rajnath made the remarks 
when he visited the bangladesh 
High Commission in new Del-
hi on the occasion of the coun-
try’s Armed Forces Day, which 
falls on november 21.

“India is deeply sensitive to 
the security and development 
concerns of its neighbours and 
hopes for reciprocal level of 
sensitivity on the part of the 
neighbours towards the con-
cerns of India.

“In this context, it is critical for 

our armed forces to remain 
engaged with each other for 
mutual capability enhancement, 
to respond to contingencies and 
to realise the shared goals of pro-
viding security and prosperity to 
our people,” he said.

The minister expressed satis-
faction that the close defence 
cooperation between India and 
bangladesh, which started dur-
ing the Liberation War, is con-
tinuing apace.

“Defence cooperation 
between the two countries has 
grown steadily in the last few 
years by way of several activi-

ties – defence dialogue, staff 
talks, joint training, exercise 
and high-level exchanges.

“It is remarkable that all three 
service chiefs of bangladesh 
have visited India this year and 
from India, the chiefs of army 
and air force visited bangladesh 
this year,” rajnath pointed out.

The event was organised by 
the bangladesh High Commis-
sion. High Commissioner of 
bangladesh muhammad 
Imran, ambassadors and heads 
of missions, officers from 
Armed Forces of bangladesh 
and other friendly countries 

and war veterans were among 
those present.

The defence minister appre-
ciated the gesture of the bang-
ladeshi government of erecting 
a memorial for the Indian sol-
diers at Ashuganj town in the 
eastern part of the country, a 
Daily Star correspondent in 
new Delhi reported.

rajnath said India and bang-
ladesh are strong partners in 
bringing progress and prosper-
ity for the people of South 
Asia.

“both are facing challenges 
which are similar. Today, we are 

fighting shoulder to shoulder 
against common challenges 
such poverty and hunger, surge 
of terrorism and extremist ide-
ologies and climate change,” 
he said.

rajnath lauded the progress 
achieved by bangladesh over 
the years and said that it is cur-
rently one of the fastest grow-
ing economies in the world.

He said India is “privileged” 
to be one of bangladesh’s major 
development partners with a 
total portfolio of close to $10 
billion. THE DAILY STAR (BANGLADESH)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PYonGYAnG “strongly” condemned 
the recent passage of the Un draft 
resolution on human rights violations 
in north Korea and reiterated its call 
for the Un to investigate the US for 
human rights abuses, state-run media 
reported on november 21.

The Democratic People’s republic of 
Korea (DPrK), or north Korea, claimed 
that the US and other “hostile forces” 
forcibly adopted the draft resolution, in 
a press statement issued by an unnamed 
ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesper-
son.

The press statement was released 
four days after the eU-led draft resolu-
tion was passed at the Third Commit-
tee of the Un General Assembly on 
november 17 for the 17th consecutive 

year by consensus, with more than 60 
countries joining as co-sponsors.

The ministry “strongly denounces 
and categorically rejects the anti-DPrK 
human rights resolution of the hostile 
forces”, the spokesperson said, echoing 
north Korean ambassador to the Un 
Kim Song’s remarks during november 
17’s meeting.

The spokesperson dismissed the reso-
lution as a “product of anti-DPrK hostile 
policy and double standards as well as a 
grave infringement upon the sovereign-
ty aimed at tarnishing the prestigious 
image of our state”.

Pyongyang also pledged to firmly 
respond to any attempts to violate its 
sovereignty.

“To us, human rights are, after all, 

state rights,” the statement, which was 
carried by state-run Korean Central 
news Agency primarily targeting 
external audiences, read.

“We will never tolerate any attempts 
that violate the sovereignty of our state, 
and we will continue to resolutely coun-
ter to the end the ever-worsening moves 
of the hostile forces against us.”

In november 21’s statement, 
Pyongyang also specifically urged the 
Un to look into human rights violations 
associated with the US, which partici-
pated in the Un human rights resolu-
tion as a co-sponsor.

The spokesperson said that the Un 
should put the “inhumane crimes 
committed by the US” on the agenda 
and bring the US to account for killing 

“a large number of civilians in Iraq, 
Syria, and Afghanistan under the pre-
text of democracy and protection of 
human rights”.

The condemnation is in line with the 
trend of the country’s foreign ministry 
releasing statements addressing US 
human rights issues more frequently 
since this August on its official website.

november 21’s denunciation is not 
fresh, but it is notable given that the 
biden administration places human 
rights issues and democratic values at 
the centre of US foreign policy, main-
ly to counter China.

Washington has reversed the Trump 
administration’s decision to withdraw 
from the Un Human rights Council 
(HrC). The biden administration is 

set to return to the HrC in January 
after regaining a seat on the council 
last month.

on november 19, the ministry also 
called for eradicating the US “double-
dealing standards” over human rights 
issues in a statement uploaded on its 
online website.

In a separate statement, the minis-
try denounced the Un on the same 
day for arbitrarily addressing human 
rights issues in specific countries 
including Syria and Iran.

Pyongyang also complained that the 
US and other western countries have 
been excluded from the target of Un 
investigation into violations and 
abuses of human rights. THE KOREA HER-

ALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A Sudanese protester waves a flag during a rally in the capital Khartoum following a deal-signing ceremony 
to restore the transition to civilian rule on Sunday. AFP
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ASEAN

Duterte condemns South China Sea flare-up
P

HILIPPIne President 
rodrigo Duterte on 
november 22 con-
demned the lat-

est flare-up in the disputed 
South China Sea after Chinese 
coastguard ships fired water 
cannon at Filipino boats.

Duterte made the remarks 
at an Asian regional summit 
hosted by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, who vowed his 
country would “never seek 
hegemony, and certainly not 
bully the small”.

China claims almost all of the 
waterway, through which tril-
lions of dollars in trade passes 
annually, with competing 
claims from brunei, malaysia, 
the Philippines, vietnam and 
Taiwan authorities led by the 
Democratic Progressive Party.

beijing has ignored a 2016 
ruling by The Hague-based 
Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion that its historical claim is 
without basis.

Tensions over the resource-
rich sea spiked last week 
when Chinese coastguard 
vessels fired water cannon at 
Philippine boats delivering 
supplies to Filipino marines 
on Second Thomas Shoal, in 
the contested Spratly Islands.

manila expressed outrage 
at the incident, but beijing 
said the Philippine boats had 
entered its waters without 
permission.

“We abhor the recent event 
in the Ayungin Shoal and view 
with grave concern other sim-

ilar developments,” Duterte 
told the virtual ASeAn-China 
Special Summit to Commem-
orate the 30th Anniversary of 
ASeAn-China Dialogue rela-
tions, using the Filipino name 
for the shoal.

“This does not speak well of 
the relations between our na-
tions and our partnership.”

Duterte’s remarks were un-
usually strong for a leader 
who has fostered warmer 
ties with beijing since taking 

power in 2016 in the hope of 
extracting promised invest-
ment and trade.

It is not clear if Xi was par-
ticipating in the meeting 
when Duterte spoke.

For his part, Xi told the gath-
ering “we must jointly main-
tain the stability of the South 
China Sea and build the South 
China Sea into a sea of peace, 
friendship, and cooperation”.

meanwhile, myanmar’s jun-
ta said it was not represented 

at the summit after some 
ASeAn members blocked an 
invitation from China for its 
chief to attend.

It was the second time in 
weeks that min Aung Hlaing 
had been excluded from an 
ASeAn gathering, deepening the 
regime’s isolation after it took 
power in a coup on February 1.

The renewed tensions over 
the South China Sea have 
drawn international concern.

The US on november 19 

warned China that an armed 
attack against Philippine 
public vessels would invite a 
US response under its treaty 
obligations to the Southeast 
Asian nation.

The eU also called on “all 
parties to respect freedom of 
navigation and overflight in 
the South China Sea”.

At the summit, malaysian 
Prime minister Ismail Sa-
bri Yaakob warned against 
actions that could “further 

complicate the situation and 
escalate tensions in the area”.

Duterte said the Un Con-
vention on the Law of the 
Sea and the 2016 arbitral rul-
ing against China – which he 
set aside after taking office 
– should be “fully” utilised to 
resolve the disputes.

He urged China to “remain 
committed to the early con-
clusion of an effective and 
substantive Code of Conduct 
in the South China Sea”.

“There is simply no other way 
out of this colossal problem but 
the rule of law,” he added.

Philippines defence secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana said 
the supply boats would re-
sume their mission to Second 
Thomas Shoal after China’s 
ambassador to the Philip-
pines gave assurances they 
would not be impeded.

China controls several reefs 
in the South China Sea in-
cluding Scarborough Shoal 
– which beijing seized from 
manila in 2012 – just 240km 
west of the main Philippine 
island of Luzon.

It has asserted its stance by 
building up small shoals and 
reefs into military bases with 
airstrips and port facilities.

After China occupied mis-
chief reef in the mid-1990s, the 
Philippines marooned a dere-
lict navy vessel atop the nearby 
Second Thomas Shoal to assert 
manila’s territorial claim. mem-
bers of the Philippine marines 
are based there. AFP

Latest cyberattack on Indonesia gov’t ‘steals’ cop data

Five vietnamese rescued from life of slavery in UK

A reCenT alleged police data 
breach shows that not only is 
the Indonesian general public 
susceptible to having their 
data stolen and traded online 
amid the absence of data pro-
tection laws, but also law 
enforcement officials.

In a Twitter post on novem-
ber 17, user @son1x777 claimed 
to have hacked into the nation-
al Police system and stolen the 
personal data of thousands of 
police officers, from their dates 
of birth to badge numbers. by 
november 20, the account had 
been suspended for violating 
Twitter rules.

national Police spokesman 
Inspector General Dedi Prase-
tyo has said that the police 
were still looking into the 

alleged data breach, kompas.
com reported.

Wahyudi Djafar from the 
Institute for Policy research 
and Advocacy (elsam), which 
has been advocating for per-
sonal data protection laws for 
years, said the police must act 
fast to mitigate further data 
leakages and identify security 
vulnerabilities in their system.

“The police must also notify 
the subjects [police personnel] 
whose data has been compro-
mised,” Wahyudi told the 
Jakarta Post.

He said the alleged incident 
underlined the urgent need for 
the personal data protection 
bill to be passed into law, which 
will provide guidelines for law 
enforcement agencies to 

impose stern penalties against 
the illegal use of personal data.

The bill’s deliberation at the 
House of representatives has 
been slow due to a lack of con-
sensus among the government 
and lawmakers over the design 
of a data protection agency.

House Deputy Speaker Suf-
mi Dasco Ahmad from the 
Gerindra Party previously said 
lawmakers would see to it that 
the bill was passed into law 
during the current sitting peri-
od, before lawmakers go into 
recess in mid-December.

Pratama Persadha from 
think tank Communication 
and Information System Secu-
rity research Center (CISS-
reC) found two different sets 
of leaked information, includ-

ing data related to internal 
police investigations on 
alleged police misconduct.

“There is a possibility that 
the attack was a form of hack-
tivism that will help the hack-
ers build a reputation or intro-
duce them to the world,” 
Pratama said.

He noted several other past 
cyberattacks on the police, 
including website defacement 
and hacking. He said another 
set of data on police personnel 
was currently still up for sale 
on online hacking forum raid-
Forums by an account with the 
username Stars12n.

The alleged police data 
breach occurred only weeks 
following cyberattacks on state 
agencies last month – one 

related to the national Cyber 
and encryption Agency (bSSn) 
and another that puts child 
victims of abuse at risk.

The latter centred on the 
hacking of the Indonesian 
Child Protection Commission’s 
(KPAI) database of the per-
sonal information of people 
who had filed reports on 
alleged child abuse cases, like 
bullying, kidnapping, violence 
against children and rape.

The breach also exposed the 
names of the children and 
their guardians, as well as ID 
card numbers, mailing and 
email addresses and phone 
numbers of the persons who 
reported the alleged abuse.

“Low cyber security aware-
ness is also one of the reasons 

why government websites 
often become targets of hack-
ing,” Pratama said, urging 
policymakers to immediately 
enact the data protection bill.

A member of the House Com-
mission I overseeing defence, 
foreign affairs, information and 
intelligence, Irine Yusiana roba 
Putri from the Democratic 
Party of Struggle (PDI-P), said 
policymakers could not wait 
for another data breach to get 
serious about deliberating the 
data protection bill.

“We need to have proper reg-
ulations and competent regula-
tors so the personal data of citi-
zens and those managed by 
state institutions can be prop-
erly protected,” Irine said. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

FIve vietnamese nationals have been 
rescued from a life of slavery by the 
authorities in the UK.

Police say they were living in 
“appalling conditions” and forced to 
grow and guard millions of dollars’ 
worth of illegal drugs.

They were discovered in cramped 
living conditions following a two-
year investigation into modern slav-
ery and drug supply across the coun-
ty of essex – the same place where 39 
vietnamese nationals died in the 
back of a lorry as they tried to ille-
gally enter the UK two years ago.

Anonymity laws in the UK prevent 
details of victims of slavery from being 
released to the media, so information 

about the ages or sex of the five viet-
namese has not been published.

Last week at basildon Crown Court 
in the south of england, five men were 
sentenced after admitting the crimes.

Four were jailed for a combined total 
of 15 years and six months. A fifth man 
was given a suspended prison sentence.

A spokesman for the modern Slavery 
and Human Trafficking Unit of essex 
Police said: “I’m extremely proud of all 
of the teams who have been involved 
in the investigation, whose hard work 
and dedication has helped sentence 
five men for their crimes and prevent-
ed a substantial quantity of cannabis 
from entering the illegal market.

“not only did the men capitalise 

on the growing and selling of illegal 
drugs, they threatened and exploit-
ed five vulnerable people into doing 
their bidding.

“not one ounce of care was shown 
for their welfare and had they not 
been safeguarded, they would have 
been worked into the ground.

“People trapped in modern slavery 
have their freedoms taken from them 
and often have to endure terrible 
working and living conditions.

“Although we often associate 
modern slavery with international 
enterprises, the sad truth is that 
there are victims across essex who 
need our support and perpetrators 
that need to be brought to justice.”

This specialist police unit investi-
gates organised crime groups who 
are exploiting vulnerable people by 
forcing them to ‘garden’ and guard 
cannabis growing.

officers carried out warrants in 
four locations across essex and Lon-
don between november 2019 and 
July 2020.

At one industrial park in essex, eight 
units had been converted into canna-
bis growing facilities and here police 
discovered a total of 1,015 plants.

At a recycling factory a further 850 
plants were discovered and at two 
more addresses raided by police, 387 
plants were seized.

In total, police say more than 2,000 

plants were found with an estimated 
street value of more than $2.6 million.

Last week, two years after the inves-
tigation began, those responsible 
were sentenced after pleading guilty 
to conspiracy to produce cannabis.

ringleader James Jacobs, 39, was 
sentenced to five years, Danny 
Hicks, 41, jailed for three years and 
eight months. Gary Calder, 43, got 
three years and six months and 
37-year-old David Hall was jailed for 
three years and four months.

A fifth man, Terrence Green, 34, 
received a suspended sentence of 
two and half years was ordered to 
complete 100 unpaid hours of work. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s remarks were unusually strong for a leader who has fostered warmer ties with Beijing. RTVM



T
HE fintech ecosys-
tem in Cambodia 
has expanded 
remarkably in recent 

years, particularly in digital 
payments and transfers. The 
Covid-19 pandemic has 
accelerated this trend as 
many services moved to 
cashless transactions.

The National Bank of Cam-
bodia (NBC) has encouraged 
and supported innovation and 
the provision of digital finan-
cial services to reduce costs, 
improve interoperability and 
promote financial inclusion. 

More than 70 per cent of 
Cambodia’s population is 
below 40 years of age, with a 
median age of27. This young 
population, coupled with 
high mobile phone and inter-
net penetrations at more 
than 100 per cent of the total 
population, have attracted 
fintech firms to introduce 
innovative e-wallet and 
mobile money services with 
their agent networks across 
the country. 

The rise of digital and 
mobile banking has given 
more unbanked people 
access to formal and user-
friendly financial services at 
lower charges. Banks and 
microfinance institutions 
(MFIs) have also leveraged 
on partnerships with pay-
ment service institutions to 
lower their operational costs, 
and developed their own 
mobile and internet banking 
services to be more conven-
ient, secure, and attractive.

Rapid growth
Despite a late start, mobile 

money services have been 
growing rapidly as the 
number of mobile money 
agents has increased mark-

edly, reaching 400 agents per 
100,000 adults in 2020, from 
only 34 in 2015. 

Over the same period, the 
number of registered mobile 
money accounts increased 
more than 20 times to 9.6 
million in 2020, accounting 
for more than 80 per cent of 
the adult population, which 
is higher than deposit 
accounts with commercial 
banks or deposit-taking MFIs 
(Figure 1). Moreover, the 
number and value of mobile 
money transactions have also 
expanded rapidly to 266.5 
million transactions in 2020, 
with the total value amount-
ing to 168.6 per cent of GDP.

This extensive network of 
mobile money agents has 
enabled the government to 
deliver in a timely manner 
digital cash transfers to a 
large number of workers and 
households during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. The NBC 
and financial institutions 
have also encouraged the use 
of cashless transactions via 
e-wallets and digital banking 
platforms to combat the 
spread of Covid-19 disease 
through paper-based instru-
ments.

The NBC has developed 
new payment and settlement 
systems to support the coun-
try’s rapidly expanding digital 

financial services, including 
the National Clearing System 
(NCS), FAST Payment System 
(FAST), Cambodian Shared 
Switch (CSS), Retail Pay, and 
Bakong (Figure 2). The 
recently added Retail Pay 
aims at improving electronic 
payments and fund transfers 
between participating finan-
cial institutions. Meanwhile, 
using blockchain technology, 
Bakong is a backbone pay-
ment system that enables 
interoperability among finan-
cial institutions, enhances 
efficiency in payment sys-
tems, promotes financial 
inclusion and encourages the 
use of cashless payments in 
local currency.

Nikkei Asia recently report-
ed that as of June 2021, the 
number of Bakong wallet 
users reached 200,000, dou-
bling in a mere three months. 
Also, almost six million peo-
ple have benefited from this 
system, including those 
accessing indirectly through 
mobile apps of member 
institutions. In the first half 
of this year alone, a total of 
1.4 million transactions 
worth around $500 million 
were recorded.

Challenges remain
While Cambodia’s fintech 

ecosystem has seen rapid 

development, some chal-
lenges remain, as highlight-
ed in AMRO’s 2021 Annual 
Consultation Report on 
Cambodia. 

First, a low level of financial 
and digital literacy can be 
one of the main obstacles in 
expanding the reach of inno-
vative financial services, 
especially to the elderly and 
low-income people living in 
rural areas.

Second, cybersecurity 
threats could affect public 
confidence and undermine 
the ability of regulatory 
authorities to maintain 
financial stability. With the 
advancement in digitalisa-
tion, Cambodia becomes 
more exposed to cybersecu-
rity risk that can cause mate-
rial disruption in the finan-
cial system and result in a 
loss of public confidence. 

Lastly, the presence of vari-
ous payment services in the 
market offered by similar 
service providers could lead 
to inconvenience and confu-
sion among users with limit-
ed knowledge of digital and 
market developments.

Going forward, all stake-
holders need to continue 
their efforts to reap greater 
benefits from fintech devel-
opment. Promoting financial 
and digital literacy is crucial 

to putting innovative finan-
cial products within the 
reach of the public, and in 
enhancing the likelihood of 
their adoption. Policymakers 
and market players can focus 
on young adults who are 
keen to embrace digital serv-
ices, and who can then share 
their knowledge with peers 
and family members. 

Meanwhile, regulators and 
financial institutions need to 
establish and adopt proper 
cybersecurity and consumer 
protection protocols and best 
practices to ensure stability in 
the financial system. In addi-
tion, further development of 
supportive and innovative 
infrastructures, such as pay-
ment systems that enable 
cross currency and cross bor-
der transactions, will pro-
mote the growth of fintech 
adoption in the country.

With adequate policy sup-
port and risk management, 
the fintech ecosystem could 
be a game changer in enhanc-
ing financial inclusion in 
Cambodia during and beyond 
the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Promoting fintech development to 
achieve financial inclusion in Cambodia

Opinion
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The White building is gone but Kavich’s 
White Building proves he’s here to stay
Hong Raksmey 

n
eAnG Kavich packed up 
his belongings and loaded 
them onto the moving 
truck before saying good-

bye forever to the home where he spent 
his childhood, knowing that it would 
soon be no more than a memory. 

everyone called the White build-
ing a slum because of its notori-
ous reputation for prostitution and 
drugs starting in the 1990’s, but Kav-
ich had always called it his home. 

 “I have a lot of good memories of 
the White building. The thing I re-
member the most just off the top of 
my head is playing in the corridors 
there with my friends,” says Kavich. 

His home may have been a slum 
but it was also a building populated 
by an unusually large number of tal-
ented artists. His father was a sculp-
tor and his father’s friends were all 
artists of one sort or another, wheth-
er it was painting or playing music. 

Later on the building began to 
change or maybe Kavich just began 
to notice the things he’d overlooked 
as a child, but to him it seemed like 
over time there were more prosti-
tutes, drug addicts and thieves and 
fewer artists. 

“[back in 2017] some of my friends 
had already moved but I felt like all of 
my memories were trapped inside the 
White building somehow and once it 
was certain that the building was go-
ing to be demolished I had to ask my-
self deep inside what the White build-
ing meant to me and what ‘home’ 
even meant to me,” he says. 

The White building – demolished 
in the name of urban revitalization in 
2017 – was built during the final years 
of Cambodia’s brief 20th century 
“golden age” period of cultural awak-
ening after it gained independence 
from France and before decades of war 
and misery overtook the Kingdom. 

originally dubbed with the generic 
name “municipal Apartments” – for 
the 468 apartments inside, along with 
stores and offices – the building was 
situated on Samdech Sothearos blvd 
near the famed Khmer architect van 
molyvann’s Grey building. Thus – giv-
en its white exterior – the name White 
building probably just made sense.

It was accidentally damaged by the 
Khmer rouge during their evacua-
tion of Phnom Penh but it became 
home to hundreds of families after 
that regime fell in 1979 and urban 
life began again anew in the capital.

Like many of the former residents 
of the White building, Kavich and 
his family were heartbroken by its 
destruction and still miss the com-
munity that existed there despite all 
of the poverty. 

“my family hired a truck to trans-
port all of our belongings to a new 
house. For a while we stood there out-
side looking at the building but then 
it started raining and we knew it was 
time to go. everyone was overcome 
with emotion as we pulled away in the 
truck because we knew that we were 
leaving our home forever,” he says.  

Kavich turned his memories of life 
in the White building into a feature-
length film with a plot focused on a 
young man and his dreams of artis-

tic success – dreams just like Kav-
ich’s – which seem to be coming true 
for him now in real life. 

“When I heard that the White build-
ing would be demolished I was very 
sad thinking about my childhood 
memories, my friends, the places 
that I had played. As a filmmaker, I 
wanted to capture those feelings and 
that atmosphere and to record all of 
my memories and put it into a fea-
ture film,” Kavich, 34, tells The Post. 

Kavich admits that as a child he 
was often embarrassed to tell people 
where he lived and was sometimes 
made fun of or looked down upon 
by people who considered the White 
building to be nothing more than a 

slum, brothel and den of drugs. 
As Kavich grew up and gained more 

knowledge he understood the value of 
the White building and how it was his-
toric and how the artistic community 
there really was special and unique. 

“Telling my friends – especially 
foreigners – that I was living in the 
White building didn’t embarrass me 
once some of them began to show 
their appreciation for what it meant, 
particularly people who were visit-
ing Cambodia for the first time.

“Take a look at other buildings and 
you can see that they don’t have that 
something special like the White 
building did. I value our history and 
the building was designed by Cambo-

dian architects and inside it had a long 
history of Cambodian artists and per-
formers who lived there,” Kavich says.

Kavich didn’t grow up wanting to 
be a filmmaker but it eventually be-
came his obsession in the years af-
ter he finished high school.  He was 
learning dance and music at Cam-
bodian Living Arts which had a stu-
dio for recording songs along with 
some video editing equipment.  

He started out recording sounds 
and making videos then editing 
them together, but his initial inspi-
ration was documentary films rath-
er than fictional narratives. 

 “I started making documenta-
ries and I got to take part in festival 
events abroad and that was amaz-
ing. but then I started thinking of 
doing a fictional movie with a story 
and I knew right away that it would 
have to be about the White build-
ing,” said Kavich. 

His film White Building – selected 
as the Cambodian entry in the cat-
egory of best International Feature 
Film at the 94th Academy Awards – 
portrays the life of 20-year-old Sam-
nang and two of his friends who all 
live in the eponymous tenement. 

The characters in the film share the 
common dream of becoming hip-
hop dance stars and every evening 
they ride their motorbikes out to 
beer gardens or discotheques where 
they can dance and earn a living. 

“one day one of Samnang’s friends 
informs him that he’s managed to 
find a way to leave the country and 
go overseas and it makes Samnang 
frustrated and filled with despair 
because he thinks that his dream 
is dying and that he’s being left be-
hind,” says Kavich. 

Samnang is a fictional character, 
but Kavich says he’s written about 
him based on his experiences and the 
experiences of friends who had very 
strict parents who didn’t approve of 
the dreams they wanted to pursue. 

earlier this year White Building 
was selected for the 78th annual 
venice Film Festival – the longest 
running film festival in the world 
and one of the most prestigious. 
not only that, but the actor who 
portrayed Samnang – Chhun Piseth 

– won the festival’s orizzonti Award 
for best Actor. 

Piseth’s best actor orizzonti is the 
biggest international acting award 
ever won by a Cambodian aside 
from Haing S nor’s best Supporting 
Actor win at the Academy Awards 
for The Killing Fields.

Piseth was unable to attend the 
ceremony in person so Kavich – as 
the producer, director and screen-
writer – stepped onto the stage to 
accept the award on his behalf. 

“I was very excited for [Piseth] but 
honestly also for myself and for ev-
eryone who worked on the movie. 
It’s such a big achievement and 
making a movie is a team effort so it 
was an award that not only reflected 
his incredible performance but it 
also reflected all of the teamwork 
between all of the actors and the 
technical crew and the producers,” 
Kavich tells The Post. 

Kavich says that as the film’s pro-
ducer from the very beginning when 
he started work on it he had high 
hopes for its success but he didn’t 
really expect that it would be se-
lected for the venice festival and he 
certainly didn’t expect it would win 
one of the festival’s top awards. 

With his film career only just begin-
ning, Kavich already has more proj-
ects in the works and exciting new 
opportunities resulting from White 
Building’s success at the venice film 
festival. That includes the possibility 
that White Building could make it to 
the shortlist of nominees in the best 
International Film category for the 
upcoming oscar’s in 2022.  

 “When Piseth won the best ac-
tor award, for me, it meant that even 
though we come from the developing 
world that doesn’t matter. It changed 
our mindset and encouraged us to do 
more and to think bigger,” Kavich says.

After all if it’s possible that someone 
who grew up in a notorious “slum” – 
only to be evicted and see it destroyed 
in the name of progress – can then go 
and make a movie about it that gets 
shown at the biggest film festivals in 
the world while winning awards?

“Then really anything is possible! 
Anything is possible but only if you 
go out there and try,” says Kavich. 

Kavich accepts the award at the 78th annual Venice Film Festival. fb

Kavich at an old building in Phsar Tapang that stood-in for the title location. Steve Chen

Kavich directs the filming of White Building on location in Phnom Penh. Park byung-hoon
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Paris mushroom producers 
struggle to preserve heritage
T

Wo centuries ago, 
French farmers rev-
olutionised mush-
room production by 

moving into the maze of lime-
stone quarries underneath 
Paris, but today only a handful 
still cultivate a heritage at risk 
of fading away for good.

The bitter irony is that de-
mand for traditionally grown 
white button mushrooms, and 
their more flavourful brown-
capped cousins, is as high as 
ever.

“It’s not a question of find-
ing clients, I sell everything 
I can produce,” said Shoua-
moua vang at Les Alouettes 
in Carrieres-sur-Seine, a short 
drive from the bustling La De-
fence business district west of 
the capital.

vang runs the largest un-
derground mushroom cave in 
the Paris region, spread across 
one and a half hectares of tun-
nels in a hill overlooking the 
Seine river.

He counts michelin-starred 
chefs as well as supermar-
ket chains and local mar-
kets among his customers, 
even though he deems his 

mushrooms “expensive” at 
€3.20 ($1.65) per kilogramme 
wholesale.

but dank trays loaded with 
hundreds of kilogrammes 
of fungi were going to waste 
during a recent visit, because 
vang lacked enough hands to 
pick them all.

Just five of his 11 workers 
were on the job after the oth-
ers called in sick – and vang 
was doubtful that all of them 
would actually return.

“People these days don’t 
want to work all day in the 
dark like vampires,” he said, 
estimating that this day’s pro-
duction would top out at 1.5 
tonnes instead of his usual 2.5 
or even three tonnes.

He is one of just five tradi-
tional producers of what the 
French call “champignons de 
Paris” located around the capi-
tal, along with an even smaller 
number in abandoned quar-
ries north of the capital.

That’s down from around 
250 in the late 19th century, 
when farmers flocked to a 
“royal” mushroom variety 
that the Sun King, Louis XIv, 
had made popular by having 

it grown at versailles.
They had discovered that 

Agaricus bisporus would 
grow year-round if placed in a 
manure-based substrate deep 
underground, where temper-
atures and humidity could be 
controlled and the dark would 
encourage growth.

It also turned out that the 
caves’ earthy atmosphere, 
reinforced by covering the 
compost with ground-up 
limestone, imparted a nutty, 
almost mineral taste while 
preventing the mushrooms 
from becoming over-saturat-
ed with water.

even the macabre tunnels 
of the Paris catacombs, now 
a top tourist attraction, were 
once filled with mushroom 
beds.

Revival in view?
rapid urbanisation and in 

particular the construction of 
the Paris metro began push-
ing growers out of the capi-
tal in the early 1900s, though 
around 50 were still in quar-
ries under Paris suburbs in the 
1970s, often run by new gen-
erations of the same family.

The arrival of cheaper im-
ports from industrial hangars 
in the netherlands, Poland 
and later China, which use 
peat instead of limestone to 
boost production rates, proved 
too much for most.

“It’s hard to find people who 
want to take over because 
there’s no mushroom culti-
vation programmes in agri-
culture schools,” said muriel 
Le Loarer, who is working to 
revive the Paris mushroom 
tradition at the SAFer rural 
development agency.

vang, for example, had 
worked 11 years at the quarry 
owned by Jean-Louis Spinelli, 
whose children declined to 
follow in their father’s foot-
steps, before taking over in 
September 2020.

“Finding people to pick the 
mushrooms is complicated, 
it’s hard to find good compost, 
and people don’t want to in-
vest when you don’t know if 
producers are going to make 
it,” Spinelli said.

“We’re promoting the sector, 
helping to find financing and 
working with local authorities 
to open quarries back up,” said 
Le Loarer, noting the growing 
interest in local produce and 
the farm-to-table trend.

For now, though, Paris 
mushrooms are just a tiny 
fraction of the 90,000 tonnes 
produced in France each year, 
according to figures from 
the rungis wholesale market 
south of the capital.

officials say it’s too late to cre-
ate a distinctive “Paris mush-
room” certification under 
France’s AoP food appellation 
rules, since the name has been 
used generically for decades.

That means producers face a 
marketing challenge to ensure 
people realise when they’re 
buying the authentic, quarry-
farmed fungi.

“Here our mushrooms grow 
naturally, I don’t boost them 
by spraying water because that 
fills them with water,” vang 
said. “These mushrooms from 
the huge hangars are basically 
grown by computers.” AFP

russian caviar prices
hit historic highs ahead
of new Year holidays

K-pop kings bTS win 
Artist of the Year AmA 
in amazing Asian first

ruSSIAnS looking to indulge in 
their traditional winter holiday 
treat of red caviar will be disap-
pointed this year as prices have 
hit historic highs, official figures 
showed on monday.

With russia battling surging 
inflation, state statistics agency 
rosstat said the market price 
for one kilogramme of red fish 
roe has surpassed the 5,000 
ruble ($68) mark, the highest 
price since monitoring began 
in 2000.

Caviar with butter on bread or 
pancakes is typically served for 
dinner on new Year’s eve, rus-
sia’s biggest annual holiday. 

over the course of the last 
two decades, the price of caviar 
at the end of the year has 
increased by seven times.

Prices jumped this year con-
trary to expectations and 
despite an increase in salmon 

fishing, most of which is car-
ried out on the Kamchatka 
peninsula in russia’s Far east.

Salmon fishing has been up 
30 per cent since January com-
pared to the same period last 
year, according to the Federal 
Fishery Agency cited by news 
agency TASS.

business daily rbC reported 
that prices are being raised by 
producers – with the whole 
market concentrated in the 
hands of 10-15 companies in 
the Far east – ahead of the 
holiday rush.

rising inflation has led to a 
surge in food prices in russia, 
like in other countries where 
economies are quickly recover-
ing from the pandemic.

In october, the inflation rate 
in russia reached 8.1 per cent 
year-on-year, a record since 
2016. AFP

K-PoP sensation bTS on Sun-
day became the first Asian 
group to win Artist of the Year at 
the American music Awards. 

The septet also scooped 
awards for Favourite Pop Duo 
or Group and Favourite Pop 
Song for their hit Butter at the 
glitzy Los Angeles ceremony 
hosted by Cardi b.

South Korea’s biggest band, 
who now have nine AmAs, 
joined british rockers Coldplay 
for the world television pre-
miere performance of My Uni-
verse at the star-studded show, 
and tweeted a picture of the 
groups together. 

bTS’s Twitter feed later paid 
tribute to their fans, known as 

the “ArmY”.
The trailblazing stars 

cemented their place in uS 
chart history last year when 
their hit single Dynamite 
entered the billboard Hot 100 
at number one, making them 
the first South Korean act to 
top the rankings.

Doja Cat and megan Thee 
Stallion joined bTS with three 
awards each, while Taylor Swift 
took home gongs for Favourite 
Female Pop Artist and Favour-
ite Pop Album Evermore and 
ed Sheeran won Favourite 
male Pop Artist.

The AmAs is the world’s larg-
est fan-voted awards show. 
AFP

Traditionally, Paris button mushrooms are grown in former quarries, with ground limestone added to the compost. AFP

South Korean band BTS accept the Favourite Pop Duo or Group award 
onstage during the 2021 American Music Awards at the Microsoft 
Theatre in Los Angeles on Sunday. AFP

Salmon fish eggs, also known as red caviar in Russia, are pictured in 
Moscow on Monday. AFP

For now, though, Paris mushrooms are just a tiny fraction of the 90,000 tonnes produced in France each year, 
according to figures from the Rungis wholesale market south of the capital. AFP



Commuters ride past a poster of late Indian film star Puneeth Rajkumar posted up to pay tribute to his recent 
death from a heart attack, in Bangalore on November 1. AFP

M
ourning fans 
of beloved indian 
film star Puneeth 
rajkumar are 

pledging to give up their eyes 
after the actor’s untimely death 
brought his post-mortem or-
gan donation into focus.

The “Powerstar” – so named 
for his boisterous action roles – 
died of a heart attack in Banga-
lore last month at 46, with thou-
sands of grief-stricken admirers 
thronging the city’s streets to 
hug, cry and commiserate.

news reports in the days 
following revealed that rajku-
mar had willed the donation 
of his eyes, with enough ocu-
lar tissue salvaged to restore 
sight for four people.

The tradition runs in the ac-
tor’s family – both his parents 
made the same pledge before 
their deaths – and doctors say 
the example has now been 
taken up in earnest around 
Bangalore.

“He sort of reminded people 
that you should donate eyes 
. . . instead of burning or bury-
ing them,” rekha gyanchand, 
medical director at the Lions 
international Eye Bank, said.

“We see a lot of people com-
ing forward to donate,” she 

added. “The awareness has 
really increased.”

At the nearby narayana 
nethralaya hospital, vi-
nyl posters and pamphlets 
showed rajkumar’s smiling 
visage, along with a message 
urging prospective donors to 
give the gift of sight.

A queue of young men wait-
ed in front of a trestle to speak 
to staff and fill in pledge forms.

More than 7,000 members 
of the public have committed 
themselves to post-mortem 
eye donations since rajkumar’s 
death, said the clinic’s manag-
ing director K. Bhujang Shetty.

“in the days after Puneeth 
passed away, we have had 
112 eyes collected” from the 
recently deceased after rela-
tives agreed to transplants, he 
added.

‘Somebody will benefit’
Among those donating was 

Subramani, a driver who lost 
work after his vision dete-
riorated but received a trans-
plant just two weeks ago. He 
was offering the eyes of his 
recently deceased brother.

“We didn’t want to waste 
his eyes, and would like to 
donate them to someone like 

the person who donated eyes 
to me,” he said.

rajkumar first made a name 
for himself as a child actor 
and went on to star in around 
30 films, with his debut ac-
tion-comedy flick “Appu” be-
ing one of the biggest hits.

He had established himself 
as one of the most recognis-
able stars of the Kannada-lan-
guage film industry centred on 
Bangalore, better known to the 
world as india’s main tech hub.

news of his death sent the 
city into shock, with a crowd 
chasing the ambulance carry-
ing his body from the hospital, 
and Prime Minister narendra 
Modi describing the loss as a 
“cruel twist of fate”.

rajkumar is survived by his 
wife Ashwini revanth and 
two children, along with the 
fanatical devotion of his fans.

Among them was Bangalore 
housewife uma Aravind Ku-
mar, who resolved to donate 
her own eyes.

“After the [example] of 
Puneeth, our son pledged his 
eyes without our knowledge,” 
she said. 

“i liked it and i wanted to 
donate too. Somebody will 
benefit from this.” AFP

Star’s death sets india’s 
sights on eye donations

Staff of the Narayana Nethralaya eye hospital look on as a volunteer fills an eye donation pledge form during an 
event organised in memory of Puneeth Rajkumar in Bangalore on Thursday. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sound enhancer
  5 Hard to rattle
  9 “Little” Chaplin role
 14 “It ___ what you think!”
 15 Facial-tissue additive
 16 Projections from a hub
 17 Dog’s bane
 18 Small carps
 19 Give off, as perspiration
 20 Needing to watch every penny
 23 Hereditary unit
 24 Has the power to
 25 Holders of conferences?
 29 Unit of solar radiation
 33 Argentine plain
 34 Old Testament book
 36 It’s found in a lode-bearing wall
 37 “If You Could Read My Mind” singer
 41 Revelation response
 42 Fit for the task
 43 Delhi tongue
 44 Small spreads, in Mexico
 47 Analyzes grammar
 48 Her mate
 49 Good fruit with an unattractive name

 51 Show those pearly whites
 59 Punch bowl item
 60 Is not, in dialect
 61 Words following “sleep” or “step”
 62 Helper, essentially
 63 Toward the sheltered side
 64 Southern food plant
 65 Dries with absorbent paper
 66 High school stereotype
 67 Vat preparations
DOWN
  1 Offend slightly
  2 Spot of land
  3 Patella’s place
  4 And others, in a bibliography
  5 Film festival site
  6 Join with others in a cause
  7 Lehmann or Lenya
  8 Engage, as gears
  9 Boring tool
 10 “___ Bull” (DeNiro film)
 11 Yemeni port
 12 Catchall abbr.
 13 Crux of the matter
 21 Cold-water flat?
 22 Internet payment method
 25 “Pomp and Circumstance” 

composer
 26 Coming-or-going word
 27 Wrap handle
 28 Conclusion
 29 Expensive seating
 30 Crying divers
 31 Gradually deteriorate
 32 Bigfoot relatives
 34 Fathers’ robes
 35 Grand squared
 38 Ruth’s mother-in-law
 39 Bangkok denizens
 40 Source of needles
 45 Alpine cottage
 46 Backpackers
 47 Metal-coated
 49 Of practical value
 50 One lacking hope
 51 Let the cat out of the bag
 52 Safety installation
 53 Edible tuber
 54 Indian flatbread
 55 Frame of mind
 56 Like a squid’s defense
 57 What Italians used to spend
 58 Airport guesses, for short

“MEASURED RESPONSE” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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L
yon were on monday 
ordered to play home 
games until at least 
December 8 behind 

closed doors after their Ligue 
1 fixture against marseille on 
the weekend was abandoned 
after Dimitri Payet was hit in 
the head by a bottle.

The marseille captain re-
quired treatment after being 
struck on the side of the head 
as he prepared to take a cor-
ner for the visitors in the fifth 
minute of Sunday’s match 
at Lyon’s Parc oL stadium, 
prompting both teams to re-
turn to the changing rooms.

Payet, who did not train on 
monday, has lodged a complaint 
with the Lyon public prosecu-
tor investigating the incident, a 
marseille club official said.

“He was very scared and 
he’s fed up,” the official said.

The French professional 
football league (LFP) said that 
“in light of the serious inci-
dent that occurred during the 

match”, its disciplinary com-
mittee had opened an inves-
tigation and, as a precaution, 
ruled that all games at the 
Parc oL stadium be played 
behind closed doors until a 
ruling is made, which will not 
come before December 8.

It means there will be no fans 
for Lyon’s home Ligue 1 match 
against reims, scheduled on 
December 1. Lyon are away to 
montpellier and bordeaux in 
Ligue 1 action on november 
28 and December 5 respec-
tively, with a trip to Denmark 
to take on brondby in the eu-
ropa League on Thursday.

France’s Interior minister 
Gerald Darmanin and Sports 
minister roxana maracineanu 
will meet Tuesday with repre-
sentatives from the LFP and 
the French football federation 
to see “what must be done”.

LFP chief vincent Labrune, 
the former president of mar-
seille, said he was “shocked 
and furious”.

“It’s urgent to launch a big 
national consultation concern-
ing violence in stadiums. This 
gangrene is going to kill us,” 
he said in an interview with 
French sports daily L’equipe.

Recurring problem
It is the latest incident in a 

Ligue 1 season that has been 
rocked by incidents involving 
spectators.

An individual was arrested 
and taken into custody after 
being identified by stadium 
security cameras following the 
Payet incident, police said.

Lyon added that the 32-year-
old male protagonist was nei-
ther a member of a fan club 
nor a season ticket holder.

He will appear in court on 
Tuesday after being remand-
ed in custody.

Payet, who had been heck-
led by Lyon supporters while 
warming up before kick-off, 
was also hit by a bottle during 
a game at nice in August.  

nice were docked a point 
after the incident with mar-
seille, who last week were 
ordered to play their next 
home game behind closed 
doors after trouble during 
last month’s clash with Paris 
Saint-Germain. 

Payet had called for calm 
from supporters ahead of the 
match against PSG on octo-
ber 24, but his appeal fell on 
deaf ears as both neymar and 

Lionel messi were targeted by 
projectiles.

“He’s the only player who’s 
put himself forward over this 
issue [of crowd trouble] and 
he did it on his own initiative,” 
said the marseille club official.

The game between nice 
and marseille in August was 
halted with 15 minutes left 
and replayed in its entirety two 
months later on neutral ground 
in Troyes and without fans.

nice were also ordered to 
play three games behind 
closed doors. Lens incurred 
a similar punishment follow-
ing a pitch invasion during 
September’s northern derby 
against Lille.

“I don’t imagine we won’t 
replay the match,” said Lyon 
president Jean-michel Aulas, 
calling demands for the club 
to face a point deduction as 
being in “bad faith”. AFP

PGA Tour to boost 2022 prize money

Sri Lanka spin bowlers put West Indies on the ropes

THe PGA Tour said monday it 
plans to increase prize money 
at its most lucrative events in 
2022, pumping millions more 
dollars into limited-field tour-
naments in a move that comes 
amid reports of a new Saudi 
Arabia-backed golf series.

In a memo sent to players on 
monday, PGA Tour Commis-
sioner Jay monahan outlined 
plans to boost purses for play-
ers across the board.

“Financial rewards and other 
benefits – not just for the top 
players but for the entire mem-
bership – are growing at an 
extraordinary pace,” monahan 
wrote adding the tour is “stronger 
than at any time in our history.”

The Fedex Cup bonus pool 
for 2022 has increased by $15 
million to $75 million, while 

the Fedex Cup champion will 
receive a whopping $18 mil-
lion – up from the $15 million 
scooped by Patrick Cantlay 
earlier this year.

The opening two events of 
the Fedex Cup playoffs – the St 
Jude and the bmW Champion-
ship – will each increase their 
purses by more than $5 million 
to $15 million.

The Players Championship 
prize money has been 
increased from $15 million to 
$20 million, making it the rich-
est event in golf.

The PGA Tour’s three invita-
tional events – the Genesis 
Invitational, the Arnold Palm-
er Invitational and Jack nick-
laus’s memorial will now offer 
$12 million each in prize mon-
ey – an increase of nearly $3 

million per tournament.
The annual $10 million 

bonus pool on offer for the 
Tour’s top 10 players during 
the regular season has also 
been doubled to $20 million.

The tour will also increase 
money distributed via its Player 
Impact Programme, the contro-
versial initiative launched this 
year designed to recognise and 
reward players whose impact 
and influence is measured by 
different metrics such as social 
media engagements and media 
coverage generated. 

The Player Impact Programme 
prize pool has increased from 
$40 million to $50 million.

Although monahan’s memo 
made no mention of rival tours, 
details of the boosted prize 
money come just weeks after 

former world number one Greg 
norman announced plans to 
launch 10 new events with the 
Asian Tour over the next decade.

The partnership comes with 
financial backing from PIF – 
the Saudi sovereign wealth 
fund involved in the recent 
takeover of Premier League 
side newcastle United – and a 
commitment of more than 
$200 million.

The new events will be 
staged across Asia, the middle 
east and europe and the series 
will be added to the Asian Tour 
schedule starting next year.

Asian Tour commissioner 
and chief executive Cho minn 
Thant said earlier this month 
that norman and his Saudi 
backers harbor ambitions to 
start a “super league.” AFP

THe West Indies were on monday in 
deep trouble in the first Test against Sri 
Lanka as they collapsed to 113 for six 
at stumps on day two in reply to the 

hosts’ first innings total of 386 all out. 
The tourists, hunting their first ever 

Test win in Sri Lanka, trailed by 273 runs 
with four wickets in hand in Galle.

After Sri Lanka’s quicks failed to 
take a wicket, the spinners made hay 
as off-spinner ramesh mendis 
claimed three wickets and left-arm 
orthodox duo Praveen Jayawickrama 
and Lasith embuldeniya shared three 
wickets between them.

openers Kraigg brathwaite and Jer-
maine blackwood had added 46 runs 
for the first wicket before embuldeni-
ya provided the breakthrough trap-
ping blackwood leg-before for 20.

Jayawickrama was operating from the 
City end and nkrumah bonner gloved 
one to first slip where Dhananjaya de 
Silva took a low catch. He made one.

mendis came into the attack in the 
32nd over, replacing Jayawickrama and 
claiming two wickets in two balls to put 
the West Indies in all sorts of trouble.

He struck in the last ball of his first over 
when brathwaite was caught at leg-slip.

brathwaite had looked solid on his 
way to 41 off 115 deliveries with sev-
en fours and had successfully over-

turned a decision before tea.
“Personally disappointed not to go on 

after getting a start,” he told reporters. 
“Hopefully I will make up next time.”

mendis struck again in the first ball 
of his second over when Shai Hope 
was well caught by oshada Fernando 
at short leg. He made 10.

Hope had come in as a concussion 
substitute for Jeremy Solozano. on his 
Test debut, Solozano was taken to hos-
pital on the first morning when a full-
blooded pull shot from Dimuth Karu-
naratne smashed into his helmet. 

He spent the night under observa-
tion but scans revealed no serious 
injuries other than concussion and he 
returned to Galle and spent time in the 
team hotel after being discharged.

‘Breathing space’
Jayawickrama changed ends and came 

on from the Dutch Fort end to pick up 
a second wicket as Jomel Warrican 
edged to wicketkeeper Dinesh Chan-

dimal and then exhausted a review as 
the West Indies middle order collapsed, 
losing four wickets for 20 runs.

earlier, the West Indies bowled out 
Sri Lanka for 386, roston Chase 
claiming a five-wicket haul.

Among his victims were Karu-
naratne, whose classy 147 came to an 
end when Joshua da Silva completed 
a smart stumping.

The West Indies still need 74 runs 
to avoid the follow-on, but Karu-
naratne wants to play it safe.

“I don’t think it’s the most sensible 
thing to do. nobody wants to bat last 
in Galle,” he said.

“We need to first bowl them out and 
then put some runs on the board. It 
will give bowlers some breathing 
space too,” he added. 

Karunaratne was involved in two 
hundred-plus stands with Pathum 
nissanka (56) and Dhananjaya de 
Silva (61). Chandimal chipped in with 
45 runs. AFP

Lyon ordered to play 
behind closed doors, 
Payet files complaint

Marseille midfielder Dimitri Payet (centre) leaves the field after receiving a bottle of water from the grandstand 
during the French L1 football match against Olympique Lyonnais on Sunday. PHILIPPE DESMAZES / AFP

US golfer Billy Horschel poses with the trophy after his victory in the 
PGA Championship at Wentworth Golf Club in Surrey, southwest of 
London on September 12. AFP

West Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite (centre) plays a shot as Sri Lanka wicketkeeper 
Dinesh Chandimal (right) looks on during the second day of the first Test cricket 
match on Monday. AFP
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F
ive years after being 
thrown in at the deep 
end to tackle the cha-
os engulfing england, 

Gareth Southgate on monday 
extended his time in charge 
of a team that is going places.

Southgate has been reward-
ed with a contract extension 
until the end of 2024 after 
leading the Three Lions to a 
first major tournament final 
in 55 years at euro 2020, three 
years after a first World Cup 
semi-final since 1990.

initially appointed on an 
interim basis, Southgate was 
seen as the squeaky-clean 
role model the Football Asso-
ciation needed after his pre-
decessor, Sam Allardyce, was 
brought down by a newspaper 
sting that alleged he offered 
advice on how to “get around” 
rules on player transfers.

A three-year spell at mid-
dlesbrough, which ended in 
relegation from the Premier 
League, and mixed results 
with england’s under-21s was 
all Southgate had to offer on 
his coaching Cv when he was 
appointed.

However, his calm presence 
has proved to be the perfect 
fit for a richly talented gen-
eration of players who have 
made england a force to be 
reckoned with again at inter-
national level.

AFP Sport looks at how the 
51-year-old has transformed 
his country’s fortunes.

Courage
For decades, england man-

agers have bowed to the will 
of media and fans to cram 
the most talented individuals 
into the starting line-up, even 
at the expense of the overall 

structure of the team.
Paul Scholes retired from in-

ternational football after years 
of being stuck out of position 
on the left wing to make room 
for Frank Lampard and Steven 
Gerrard as a “golden genera-
tion” failed to progress beyond 
the quarter-finals of major 
tournaments under Sven-
Goran eriksson, who was in 
charge from 2001 to 2006.

by contrast, Southgate has 
been happy to leave an abun-
dance of attacking talent on 
the bench.

With captain Harry Kane 
and raheem Sterling his tried 

and trusted pair up front, 
there were limited opportu-
nities for bukayo Saka, Jack 
Grealish, Phil Foden, Jadon 
Sancho and marcus rash-
ford at the postponed euros, 
staged earlier this year.

A crowd favourite, sub-
stitute Grealish even had to 
suffer the ignominy of being 
replaced after just 36 minutes 
of action as england made 
adjustments to see out their 
extra-time victory over Den-
mark in the semi-finals.

“There is a nasty side to Ga-
reth and he was spot-on to 
do that,” said former england 

captain Alan Shearer.

Master communicator
Southgate has been the per-

fect leader for a squad with a 
social conscience who are not 
content to let their football do 
the talking.

Under his reign, england 
players have had to cope with 
racial abuse in montenegro 
and bulgaria.

They began the tournament 
being booed by sections of 
their own fans for taking the 
knee as a protest against ra-
cial injustice.

“The most important thing 

for our players is to know we 
are totally united on it, we are 
totally committed to support-
ing each other,” Southgate 
said at the time, standing up to 
complaints from leading poli-
ticians about “gesture politics”.

That moral stance will be 
under the spotlight in the 
coming year, given the con-
cerns raised by human rights 
groups over the staging of the 
World Cup in Qatar.

“We will take the time to 
educate ourselves,” Southgate 
said after sealing qualification 
last week. “if we feel that there 
are areas that we can high-
light and help, then clearly 
we’ve always tried to do that, 
and we would do that.”

Tactical flexibility
Southgate’s tactical nous 

has consistently been ques-
tioned, but he has shown a 
willingness to adapt to what 
is required to win.

in russia three years ago, 
the switch to a back five pro-
tected an inexperienced goal-
keeper and defence.

Since then he has largely 
used a 4-3-3 to make the most 
of the wealth of attacking op-
tions at his disposal.

but he has also been willing 
to revert to the back five when 
needed to thrust forward his 
wing-backs to good effect.

The selection of a 5-3-2 for the 
euro 2020 final quickly paid off  
when one wing-back, Kieran Trip-
per, crossed for another, Luke 
Shaw, to give england the per-
fect start in the second minute.

All that is left for Southgate 
to prove is that he can to go 
one step further in delivering 
england’s long-awaited major 
tournament win. AFP

FiFA names 
finalists for 
best men’s 
Player award

Cuban woman claims maradona raped her

roberT Lewandowski is in 
the running to retain his best 
FiFA men’s Player award after 
he was named monday on an 
11-man shortlist alongside 
Karim benzema and Jorginho.

Perennial candidates Lionel 
messi and Cristiano ronaldo 
feature among the nominees, 
with neymar, mohamed Salah 
and Kylian mbappe also up for 
a prize first awarded in 2017.

erling Haaland, n’Golo Kante 
and Kevin De bruyne complete 
the list of potential winners.

Four barcelona players are 
included on the women’s best 
player shortlist – Alexia Putel-
las, Jennifer Hermoso, Aitana 
bonmati and Caroline Graham 
Hansen.

Chelsea, beaten by barcelo-
na in last season’s Women’s 
Champions League final, also 
have four representatives with 
Sam Kerr, Ji So-yun, magdalena 
eriksson and Pernille Harder.

Lucy bronze, who took home 
last year’s award, was nomi-
nated with fellow england 
international ellen White.

Canada’s olympic gold med-
allist Christine Sinclair is in 
contention too, as is Stina 
blackstenius of Sweden.

Thomas Tuchel is a frontrun-
ner for best men’s coach after 
leading Chelsea to the Cham-
pions League title. He faces 
competition from roberto 
mancini, the mastermind of 
italy’s euro 2020 triumph.

other nominees are Hansi 
Flick, Pep Guardiola, Antonio 
Conte, Diego Simeone and 
Argentina boss Lionel Scaloni.

The prizes for the best men’s 
and women’s player, coach 
and goalkeeper are voted for 
by the captains and coaches of 
all national teams around the 
world, as well as an online bal-
lot of fans and a select number 
of journal ists.

voting will run from novem-
ber 22 to December 10.

The three finalists in each 
category will be revealed in 
early January, with the awards 
ceremony to be held virtually 
from FiFA headquarters in 
Zurich on January 17.

The separate ballon d’or 
award ceremony will be staged 
in Paris on november 29. AFP

A 37-YeAr-oLD Cuban wom-
an, who had an affair with 
Diego maradona as a minor 20 
years ago, accused the late 
Argentine idol and his entou-
rage on monday of violence 
and abuse, including rape and 
holding her against her will.

mavys Alvarez rego, who 
now lives in miami, told the 
press in buenos Aires how she 
met maradona at 16, when the 
star, then in his forties, lived in 
Cuba, where he was undergo-
ing drug treatment. 

“i was dazzled, he won me 
over . . . but after two months 
everything started to change”, 
she said, claiming that mara-
dona, who died from a heart 
attack a year ago at the age of 
60, had pushed her into trying 
cocaine, in turn making her 
dependent. 

“i loved him but i hated him 
too, i even thought about sui-
cide,” she said. 

maradona is widely consid-

ered to be one of the greatest 
footballers in history and 
inspired Argentina to the 
1986 World Cup.

He died last year after 
undergoing brain surgery on 
a blood clot, and after dec-
ades of battles with cocaine 
and alcohol addictions. 

Alvarez rego, a mother of 
two children aged 15 and four, 
said her relationship with 
maradona lasted “between 
four and five years” but that 
she was subjected to abuse.

She claimed that during a 
trip to buenos Aires with mara-
dona in 2001, she had been 
held against her will for sev-
eral weeks in a hotel by mara-
dona’s entourage, banned 
from going out alone, and 
forced into a breast augmenta-
tion operation. 

She also claimed that mara-
dona had “raped” her on one 
occasion at their home in 
Havana and mentioned sev-

eral other episodes of physi-
cal violence. 

Alvarez rego has not filed a 
complaint herself but is giving 
evidence this week in buenos 
Aires to an Argentine prosecutor 
in connection with a complaint 
brought by an Argentine nGo. 

The organisation, called 
“Foundation for Peace,” filed 
the complaint after seeing her 
confessions in the American 
media in recent weeks.

The complaint relates in par-
ticular to human trafficking, 
deprivation of liberty, forced 
servitude, assault and battery.

Alvarez rego said she was 
speaking out after so many 
years of silence in order to bal-
ance some of the stories that 
were being told in a Tv series 
about maradona in the run-up 
to the first anniversary of his 
death on november 25.

She suggested that she would 
not be initiating further pro-
ceedings. 

“i have done what i had to 
do, the rest i leave to the 
courts,” she said.

“i achieved my goal: to say 
what happened to me, to pre-
vent it from happening to oth-
ers, or at least so that other 
girls feel the strength, the 

courage to speak up.” 
Five members of maradona’s 

entourage who have been 
implicated have all denied the 
allegations via their lawyers. 
one has filed a counter-com-
plaint against the nGo for 
slander. AFP

How Gareth Southgate’s courage and 
communication changed england

Bayern Munich forward Robert 
Lewandowski. AFP

Cuban Mavys Alvarez, who had a sentimental relationship with the late
Argentine football star Diego Maradona when she was a minor, gestures 
during a press conference to international news agencies on Monday. AFP

England’s coach Gareth Southgate celebrates after winning the UEFA EURO 2020 semi-final football match 
against Denmark at Wembley Stadium in London on July 7.  AFP
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