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Ry Sochan

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
urged the leaders of Asian and 
European countries to further 
strengthen the Asia-Europe 

partnership to maintain a solid mul-
tilateralism that will lead to sustain-
able global growth and sharing.

He made the remarks as he chaired 
the virtual 13th Asia-Europe Meet-

ing (ASEM13) from the Peace Palace 
in Phnom Penh on November 25. 

“In fact, in today’s post-crisis 
world we need to further reinforce 
our Asia-Europe partnership to 
maintain a strong multilateralism 
that will bring about global growth 
that is not only sustainable but can 
also be shared,” he  said. 

He noted that since its inception 
in 1996, ASEM has proven to be an 

essential platform for linking and 
promoting partnerships between 
Asia and Europe.

“ASEM’s strength lies in its core prin-
ciples of informality, flexibility and 
mutual respect following the spirit of 
consensus and equal partnership. 

“I believe that, in the current situa-
tion, we need these principles at the 
fore more than ever as we are facing 
myriad challenges that require our 

joint efforts and responses,” he said.
Hun Sen added that ASEM13 has 

set its objectives based on the prin-
ciples of shared growth, sustainable 
development and rules-based multi-
lateralism and as an important mul-
tilateral platform linking Asia and Eu-
rope. ASEM is therefore essential and 
can be a strong global force for good.

Continued – page 3

PM pushes multilateralism to
partners at Asia-Europe meet

Hom Phanet

EURASIAN senior officials and 
private sector representatives on 
November 25 agreed to work to-
gether to prop up global supply 
and value chains and overcome 
the challenges posed by the cur-
rent Covid-19 crisis.

Efforts will involve fleshing out 
a path towards meaningful digi-
talisation and adaptation to the 
obligatory changes, to ensure the 
reliability and resilience of inter-
national trade flows.

The consensus was reached 
at the virtual 1st Asia-Europe 
Economic and Business Forum 
(AEEBF1), which consisted of 
three presentations and three 
panel discussions – organised 
by the Ministry of Commerce – 
aimed at strengthening multilat-
eralism for inclusive growth.

In Panel Discussion III, partici-
pants explored setting up high-
priority support frameworks to 
promote new models on emerg-
ing global supply and value chain 
management trends, the ministry 
said in a statement.

Topics covered include near-
shoring, intra-regional transac-
tions and localisation, contactless 
delivery and green infrastructure 
to spur global trade as the world 
recovers from the crisis, it added.

Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) 
countries “need to provide the 
necessary incentives and assis-
tances for the business and in-
dustrial communities to remod-
el themselves as green business, 
and take advantage of supply 
and value chain modernisation 
using future technologies”, the 
ministry said.

Minister of Commerce Pan 
Sorasak contends that access to 
and adoption of new technolo-
gies could ensure the continued 
operation of businesses and oth-
er private sector entities, which 
he noted remained integrated 
into value chains during the pan-
demic, pushing forward towards 
a “brighter future”.

“This requires joint effort, along 
with business facilitation policies 
and the support of governments

ASEM vows
supply chain,
digitalisation
cooperation

Continued – page 7

GAMING and messaging giant Ten-
cent has been told all its new apps 
and updates must be approved by 
the government, state media re-
ported, as Beijing continues its do-
mestic tech sector crackdown.

The Chinese government has 
moved to exert more authority 
over the industry in the past year, 
citing concerns that tech giants in 
the country have become too big 
and powerful.

This latest move against em-
battled Tencent comes after nine 
of the group’s apps were found to 
have committed “violations” since 
the beginning of the year, prompt-
ing the need for “transitional ad-
ministrative guidance measures”, 
state media CCTV quoted the gov-
ernment as saying.

The company must submit any 
new apps or updates for inspection 
by the Ministry of Industry and In-
formation Technology before they 
can be uploaded or updated.

“After passing inspection, they 
can then be launched to users as 
usual,” the ministry said, as re-
ported by CCTV on November 24.

Tencent told AFP it would com-
ply with the requirements.

“We are continuously working to 
enhance user protection features 
within our apps, and also have 
regular cooperation with relevant 
government agencies to ensure 
regulatory compliance. Our apps 
remain functional and available 
for download,” it said. AFP

CCTV: Tencent
told to obtain
Beijing’s okay
for new apps

attachment – the root of all suffering
a craftsman prepares decorative concrete embellishments to attach to a stupa – a monumental structure where cremated remains 
are interred – at a pagoda, or buddhist monastery, on Koh dach island in northeastern phnom penh on thursday. HONG MENEA
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‘Buddhism and the environment are one 
and the same’: Venerable Yorn Seng Yeat 

Orm Bunthoeurn

T
He venerable Yorn 
Seng Yeat, vice-chan-
cellor of Preah Siha-
nouk raja buddhist 

University (SbU) and deputy 
chief of the Phnom Penh 
municipal Sangha Council, 
led four pilgrimages on foot 
recently to 47 locations in 
the oral mountains covering 
239 km in 17 days with 212 
other participants in order 
to promote environmental 
conservation and awareness.  

The Post’s reporter orm 
bunthoeurn discussed these 
environmentally-conscious 
pilgrimages with him for this 
week’s interview.

why did you make these 
pilgrimages into the moun-
tains?

The purpose of these 
pilgrimages into the natural 
world was to contribute to 
the conservation of the forest 
and the preservation of Cam-
bodia’s environment through 
our role as monks by raising 
awareness of environmen-
tal issues and encouraging 
change in our society for the 
sake of the environment.

where did the pilgrims go?
There were four pilgrim-

ages over the course of the 
past year with the first taking 
place in January and the last 
in late october and early 
november. 

We spent most of our 
time in Kampong Speu 
province’s oral district and 
Koh Kong province’s Thma 
bang district. We travelled to 
locations like Khnang Phsar 
mountain, Khnang Srov, 
Khnang Sampov, Yeay mao 
Waterfall, Da Toch Waterfall, 
Anlong Svay Waterfall and 
Khnang Phnom Thom. 

In total we went to 47 dif-
ferent locations in 17 days by 
walking a distance of 239 km 
with 212 participants with 
an average of 50 participants 
give or take per trip.

what do you feel you got 
out of these pilgrimages or 
what differentiates one from 
another?

each time out I get the 
satisfaction of seeing the 
participants – especially 
the monks – find profound 
serenity and joy in the beauty 
of nature and the beauty of 
the forest which in modern 
times remains so deeply 
hidden away from us most of 
the time. 

The participants are 
pleased to experience it and 
I am pleased to see them 
pleased, if you will.

I also enjoy it for myself per-
sonally of course. I have had 
the privilege of travelling to 
many places in the world but 
the forests I’ve encountered 
there are forests of humanity. 

meaning, I’ve walked 
through the urban jungle of 

coffee shops, ice cream par-
lours, souvenir stands and all 
of the rest of humanity’s mer-
cantile endeavours as much 
as I’d care to in a lifetime 
already, but the forest we 
walked into on these pilgrim-
ages was the real jungle. It is 
much closer to the pristine 
state of nature that once 
existed before man began to 
make his alterations.

We don’t really encounter 
many animals but we can 
often hear them or see the 
animals’ traces. The tracks 
of big cats like a leopard or 
tiger, or wild boars.  That for-
est remains a viable habitat 
for wildlife without too much 
human interference. 

my feeling when entering 
that forest is kind of like the 
sensation of looking at the 
world reversed in a mirror 
... it’s difficult to explain, but 
whenever man sees un-
touched nature we know that 

it is innately beautiful and 
pure and it needs no further 
decoration or improvement.

what are the challenges of 
these pilgrimages?

Well, we had to climb 
mountains. not with climb-
ing ropes or pick axes, but 
steep pathways on rough 
terrain leading us up to the 
peak. And we walked an 
average of 20km per day. It’s 
difficult to walk that far in 
the city but try doing it on a 
mountain. Some of our par-
ticipants were injured, but 
nothing too serious. 

When it rained our journey 
was far more difficult. Like 
on the third trip to the 
Khnang veal every monk felt 
like what they carried was 
five times heavier I’d say be-
cause the ground is all uphill. 

The way to Khnang Phnom 
Thom is also very difficult, 
but it’s so beautiful I felt like I 

was walking into a painting.
I have walked in Japanese 

forests, Chinese forests, 
American forests and French 
forests – sometimes the wild 
kind, but more often the forest 
of humanity as I mentioned. 
but when I enter Cambodia’s 
wild forests it strikes me as 
more beautiful than I can ever 
adequately describe.

Do you do other activities 
while on the pilgrimage?  

The walk is the focus of 
the pilgrimage and the walk 
alone is enough of a chal-
lenge to preoccupy most of 
your body or even your mind. 
based on that philosophy, 
this means that each step we 
take is like a prayer or medi-
tation dedicated to nature on 
behalf of humanity. 

before we leave, we perform 
ceremonies for buddha and 
while walking our group stops 
to consecrate two trees as holy 

per day as a symbol of our 
environmental conservation. 

During these four pilgrim-
ages we consecrated perhaps 
20 trees and we chose the 
biggest and tallest ones 
we could find on our path 
because they are not just 
symbols but proof of the 
majesty of nature.  

At night, the monks gath-
ered for group discussions 
about the challenges we 
had faced that day and we’d 
remind everyone about our 
purposes for coming to the 
forest – conservation of the 
environment and stand-
ing on the principles of the 
Dharma of the Lord buddha 
in the sense of loving and 
conserving the environment, 
contributing to society and 
supporting good government 
because the government acts 
as society’s caretaker.

what does Buddhism 
teach about the virtues of 
the environment?

buddhism and the environ-
ment are one and the same. 
It means that in order to 
practice buddhism in accor-
dance with the teachings of 
the buddha we must live ac-
cording to the laws of nature 
and we must love nature and 
preserve nature. 

because the Dharma of the 
Lord buddha is manifested 
about him and when we are 
talking about the nature of 
nature, talking about the 
laws of nature we are talking 
about manifestations of him 
be it earth, water, fire or air. 
our very lives and our bodies 
are made of earth, water and 
fire combined with the wind. 
That is what forms a human 
being and I say that both 
as a metaphor and literally. 
Humans are made from the 
elements just as all things are.  

What do you think needs 

to be done in order preserve 
Cambodia’s forests and natu-
ral areas over the long term? 

Forests are the common 
property of all Cambodians. 
In order to keep our forests 
intact we must work togeth-
er. nobody can accomplish 
this alone.  There must be 
cooperation between the 
state and the people. 

It also depends on many 
other factors, one of which 
is that we need to promote 
eco-tourism and allow 
people to see the beauty of 
nature without spoiling it. 
That will inspire people’s 
love of nature and give them 
a strong desire to preserve it 
once they experience it. You 
always protect and preserve 
that which you love. 

Secondly, we need to 
educate the people about the 
environment and the threats 
to it. We must also raise our 
children from primary school 
onwards to love the forest, 
love nature and love animals.

I think that monks can also 
be of help in educating the 
public about these topics. As 
a monk, I am ready to help 
spread the word about the 
environment. Indeed, walking 
into the forest, the biggest 
purpose is to bring that sense 
of the profound beauty of 
the forest back to our human 
society and make it part of our 
broader understanding of life. 

How did the authorities 
react to the idea of a bunch 
of monks wandering in the 
forest?  

I contacted the com-
munities we’d be travelling 
through and also went to the 
environmental offices. The 
conservation officials facili-
tated our journey to the for-
est and they were very happy 
to help out because we went 
there and had a dialogue 
with them first. 

I admire them because we 
saw them living rough deep 
in the forest with only two 
or three people. They’d sleep 
in tents and stay on duty out 
there even when it was rain-
ing heavily. I saw how much 
they struggled and how great 
their dedication to their duty 
really is.  

They patrol to stop people 
from destroying the envi-
ronment or taking natural 
resources and they work re-
ally hard. They do dangerous 
work like confronting poach-
ers or disarming their traps. 

Finally, is there anything 
more you want to add?

buddhists and especially my 
fellow Cambodians, please take 
care of our forest because the 
forest is our life. We cannot live 
without any land, water, fire 
and air. our lives and the lives of 
every living creature are depen-
dent on these four elements. 
We must take care of these four 
elements because the four ele-
ments are the environment. 

Take care of the environment 
and you are taking care of your 
own life. Protect the environ-
ment and you guard your own 
life as well.

Venerable Yorn Seng Yeat and other Buddhist monks consecrating a tree. Supplied

Venerable Yorn Seng Yeat leads Buddhist monks through the forests of Kampong Speu and Koh Kong provinces 
in October and November to promote environmental conservation. Supplied

The Post interview: 
Yorn Seng Yeat

Phnom Penh Sangha Council deputy chief
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Continued from page 1

“As ASem is moving to-
wards the next decade of 
its existence, we all have a 
shared responsibility to en-
sure that ASem continues to 
be an essential and robust in-
ter-regional platform that can 
bring about great benefits for 
its people and can make an 
even greater contribution 
to peace, stability, prosper-
ity and development of the 
world,” he concluded. 

Charles michel, president 
of the european Council, said 
at the summit that ASem is 
a forum wherein each side 
can declare its principles 
and work towards establish-
ing multilateral relations 
with Asia that will support 
the socio-economic recovery  
post-Covid.

“I believe that our partners 
will build back better with 
green, inclusive and sustain-
able systems. In europe – in 
the future – we will expand 
our relations with Asia and 
work together on climate 
change to further advance 
multilateralism. 

“europe respects loyal 
partners and we are ready to 
deepen our relations with all 
of you for the mutual benefit 
of our peoples,” he said.

Heng Kimkong, a PhD 
candidate at the University 

of Queensland and a visit-
ing senior research fellow at 
the Cambodia Development 
Centre, told The Post on no-
vember 25 that advancing 
multilateralism within the 
framework of the Asia-eu-
rope partnership is crucial 
for Cambodia, the region 
and the world. 

In order to tackle global 
and complex issues such 
as the pandemic or climate 
change, it requires concerted 
efforts and cooperation from 
many, if not all, of the world’s 
countries. 

“Cambodia as a member 
of various multilateral insti-
tutions and agreements will 
stand to benefit greatly from 
its efforts and its consistent 
commitment to promot-
ing multilateralism and the 
Asia-europe partnership,” 
Kimkong said. 

He said that in promoting 
the Asia-europe partnership, 
Cambodia can benefit from 
capacity building, technol-
ogy transfer and increased 
international solidarity, par-
ticularly in the pandemic 
context.

“moreover, given that the 
eU is historically one of Cam-
bodia’s major export markets, 
the Asia-europe partnership 
could prove vital to Cambo-
dia’s post-pandemic recov-
ery,” he added.

‘Partnership between 
Asia-europe could be 
crucial to full recovery’

Covid no excuse for laziness, 
Pm warns commune chiefs
Ry Sochan

P
rIme minister Hun 
Sen has warned com-
mune chiefs against 
using Covid-19 as a 

pretext to abandon delivery of 
public services or late arrival 
to work.

Hun Sen made the remarks 
on november 23 during the 
inauguration ceremony for 
the Stung Trang-Kroch Chh-
mar Cambodia-China Friend-
ship bridge, which connects 
Kampong Cham province 
across the mekong river to 
Tbong Khmum province.

“The fight against Covid-19 
must not obstruct the nor-
mal functioning of the com-
mune administrative process 
or meeting the people’s needs. 
The commune chief must al-
ways have staff on duty at the 
commune hall.

“The commune chief must 
be present at the commune 
office at 7am. From what I 
hear, the fight against Covid-
19 has been used as an excuse 
by some commune chiefs to 
not come into the office un-
til 9am, and people have had 
trouble getting appointments 
with them,” he said.

Hun Sen said commune chiefs, 
district and provincial admin-
istrators are needed to assist 
with problem and as public 
officials they needed to be on 

hand to solve these problems.
“Do not use the fight against 

Covid-19 as an excuse to aban-
don administrative affairs 
when the people are in need.

“The commune adminis-
trative work continues with 
combating Covid-19 as the 
top priority; however, do not 
abandon your other adminis-
trative work,” he instructed. 

Hun Sen said it was not 
possible to work online at the 
commune because people 
had to talk with officials di-
rectly to resolve certain issues 

such as land disputes.
He urged local officials to 

make efforts to mediate dis-
putes outside the judiciary 
system rather than address-
ing them through the courts 
where the cases must result 
in winners and losers.

Sernh ratha, chief of Pou 
Chrey commune in mon-
dulkiri province’s Pichreada 
district, said Hun Sen’s in-
struction was fair.

“even during the fight against 
Covid-19, we still have to re-
spond to the people’s needs 

because we are the authorities 
and I am committed to follow-
ing the instructions,” he said.

Keo romdet, chief of Stung 
Trang commune in Pailin prov-
ince’s Sala Krao district, agreed.

“If we use the fight against 
Covid-19 as an excuse, we will 
not be able to serve the peo-
ple well,” he said.

romdet said even during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, people 
still sought public services at 
his commune including birth 
certificates, ID poor cards and 
other related documents.

A man rides past Phsar Doeum Thkov commune hall in Chamkarmon district on Wednesday. HENG CHIVOAN

ministry and Un partner 
on Cambodia Futures Lab
Ry Sochan

THe ministry of Social Affairs, 
veterans and Youth rehabilita-
tion and the Un resident coor-
dinator’s office in Cambodia 
expanded their strategic part-
nership on the “Cambodia 
Futures Lab”, a project aimed at 
helping leaders and stakehold-
ers find support to help with 
solving various problems. 

The agreement to expand 
cooperation in this area was 
made on november 24 between 
social affairs minister vong Soth 
and Un in Cambodia resident 
coordinator Pauline Tamesis.

According to the Un press 
release, the Cambodia Futures 
Lab aims to strengthen leader-
ship, strategic foresight and 
systems-thinking capabilities 
in leaders across all sectors of 
the Kingdom.

It also will create opportuni-
ties for cross-sector collabora-
tion and experimentation 
among leaders in government, 
the private sector and civil 
society during the post-Covid-
19 pandemic recovery.

“The Cambodia Futures Lab 
is a six-month process where-
by leaders from government, 
civil society and the private 
sector along with Un agencies 
embark on a collective leader-
ship and learning journey on 
systems transformation in the 
recovery from the Covid-19 
pandemic in Cambodia,” the 
statement said.

The Cambodia Futures Lab 

will offer these leaders a plat-
form to define what type of 
systems transformation can be 
applied to the Kingdom using 
innovation and strategic fore-
sight into the Covid-19 recov-
ery efforts in order to accelerate 
progress on the 2030 agenda. 

The joint platform enables 
engagement with national 
stakeholders to shape inclu-
sive and sustainable futures 
for Cambodia, it said.

According to the Un, the 
Cambodia Futures Lab is joint-
ly organised by the social affairs 
ministry and Un in Cambodia 
along with the ministry of Civ-
il Service and the royal School 
of Administration.  

It also has the participation 
of the ministry of economy 
and Finance, Khmer enter-
prise, ministry of Commerce, 
national Council on Social 

Protection and in partnership 
with the Presencing Institute 
and the United in Diversity 
Foundation. 

Chhour Sopanha, director of 
the social affairs ministry’s 
social welfare department, 
told The Post on november 25 
that this programme, which 
will begin on December 6, is a 
dialogue platform to help offi-
cials find support on various 
issues as well as to build out a 
system that solves problems to 
facilitate development and 
improve governance. 

“The main focus is that we 
want to determine what the 
root causes of problems are 
in order to find the best 
mechanism or solution for 
dealing with them in order to 
improve government respon-
siveness to the needs of the 
people,” he said.

Social affairs minister Vong Soth and UN resident coordinator Pauline 
Tamesis at the signing ceremony on Wednesday. SOCIAl AffAIrS MINIStry



Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of En-
vironment has in-
troduced many 
programmes that pro-

mote environmentally friend-
ly activities to ensure that 
Cambodia maintains a clean 
and green environment that 
evolves with the times, accord-
ing to minister Say Samal.

Samal made the remarks 
as he handed over certifi-

cates of commendation to 
230 outstanding businesses 
and individuals during an 
event held to promote pub-
lic participation under the 
theme “Together, build envi-
ronmental friendliness” on 
November 24. 

The minister said the work 
can be achieved with the par-
ticipation of all. People are be-
ginning to understand the po-
tential and beauty of Cambodia 
with its rich tourist areas, espe-

cially the natural landscapes.
“[We] create a way of think-

ing about loving the land and 
nature in the country, which is 
the foundation for promoting 
successful protection of the en-
vironment and conservation of 
natural resources,” he said.

He thanked businesses and 
individuals for joining the 
implementation of the en-
vironmentally friendly pro-
grammes.

Samal also suggested that all 

businesses continue the activi-
ties to jointly promote environ-
mental protection, biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable use 
of natural resources and sus-
tainable living in Cambodia.

Chuop Paris, head of the 
ministry’s General Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Knowledge and Information, 
expressed his gratitude to 
all supporters, sponsors and 
people practicing environ-
mentally friendly behaviour 
in the cause of promoting and 
protecting the environment 
and natural resources. 

Paris said the award pro-
gramme is designed to pro-
mote the participation of 
businesses and people from 
the public and private sec-
tors in environmental pro-
tection, biodiversity con-
servation and sustainable 
use of natural resources and 
sustainable living.

Im Tieng, the chief monk of 
Sirisakor Daun Steng Pagoda 
in Prey Veng province and one 
of the certificate recipients, 
said Cambodia needs those 
who care about environmen-
tal conservation to join the 
programme.

“The presentation of this  
certificate encourages me as 
well as other Buddhists who 
love and preserve our envi-
ronment. This is the first time 
we have received a national-
level award certificate. Previ-
ously, we only received cer-
tificates from provincial-level 
authorities,” he said.

Tieng added that he would 
continue to do this work for 
people around the pagoda 
through sermons and dona-
tions.

Another recipient of the 
certificate was photographer 
for The Post Yousos Apdoul-
rashim. He said that the pro-
gramme encouraged photog-
raphers like him to try to take  
pictures that really stand out 
in terms of beauty  in order 
to promote eco-tourism and 
improve Cambodia’s image.

“This is the first time I have 
joined as a photographer, and 
I am very honoured to receive 
a letter of commendation 
from the environment minis-
try and I hope they hold this 
event every year,” he said.
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Lay Samean

NATIoNAL Police chief Neth 
Savoeun has instructed the 
new Takeo provincial police 
chief to provide better secu-
rity for residents and espe-
cially to crack down on drug 
ringleaders and crimes along 
the Cambodian-Vietnamese 
border.

The instructions came on 
November 24 during a ceremony 
where Phnom Penh municipal 
deputy police chief Chheang 
Phannara was inaugurated as 
Takeo provincial police chief, 
replacing Sok Samnang who 
has now been appointed depu-
ty head of the General Depart-
ment of Identification under 
the Ministry of Interior.

“In order to carry out this 
role and its duties successful-
ly, the new police chief must 
foresight to predict where 
interventions will be neces-
sary on matters like control-
ling Covid-19, traffic offenc-
es, drugs and cross-border 
crime,” Savoeun said. 

He also instructed the new 
police chief to accomplish five 
goals, the first of which is to 
provide strong leadership by 
taking ultimate responsibility 
for what occurs on his watch. 

The chief must be a guard-
ian and leader that builds 
feelings of loyalty and duty 
within his department and 
become a role model who 
consistently responds when-
ever duty calls, Savoeun said.  

Secondly, he said the chief 
must uphold security, safety 
and order for all of the people 
in the entire province. 

Third, the chief must help 
improve essential services 
and be conscientious about 
all administrative paperwork 
while making sure his officers 
perform their duties honestly, 
unconditionally and respon-
sibly without requiring bribes 
to do their jobs.

Fourth, the chief must work 
to improve the quality of his 
police officers as a force by 
instilling within them dis-
cipline, virtue and ethics so 
that they will make an effort 
in training and especially 
with learning new skills dur-
ing the pandemic. 

And fifth, the chief must 
create a sense of unity – both 
internally as well as cooper-
ating with training under the 
umbrella of the national gov-
ernment and interior minis-
try – in order to successfully 
implement the safe village-
commune policy.

Phannara told The Post that 
it was his honour to serve the 
people of Takeo as their police 
chief and that he would work 
hard to improve the effective-
ness of his department, espe-
cially regarding border protec-
tion and crimes by cultivating 
good relations with their Viet-
namese counterparts. 

“I will work to strengthen se-
curity and safety and improve 
the skills and capacity of our 
officers. In terms of immediate 
law enforcement goals, first I 
am planning to crack down on 
drug activity here and also to 
start working on Takeo’s traffic 
situation,” he said. 

He said he would do that 
initially by removing or scal-
ing back the province’s traffic 
checkpoints, which are inef-
fective when kept in place all 
the time without any specific 
reason and were causing the 
public to resent his officers 
because of delays.   

Phannara also said he would 
be meeting with the border 
guards and Vietnamese officials 
as soon as possible to coordi-
nate on cross-border crimes.

“I will inspect the border 
and meet with the border 
guards to get a handle on pre-
venting border crimes such 
as human trafficking or drugs 
smuggling,” he said. 

Yun Phally, provincial co-
ordinator for rights group 
Adhoc, said that in the past, 
despite having the author-
ity to crack down on a range 
of criminal activity at the 
border, there was still poor 
performance by the police re-
garding illegal gambling and 
some drug crimes. 

However, Phally said it was 
too soon to judge whether 
the new chief would fulfill his 
promises and he hoped that 
he would follow through and 
close these gaps in enforce-
ment and improve the safety 
of Takeo residents.

New Takeo police 
chief ordered to get 
tougher on crimes

Ministry hands out eco-awards
Environment minister Say Samal presents awards to outstanding individuals on Wednesday. EnvironmEnt ministry

National Police chief Neth Savoeun presides over the inauguration of 
the new Takeo provincial police chief on Wednesday. national PolicE
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Long Kimmarita

THe Thailand-based neigh-
bouring Countries economic 
Development Cooperation 
Agency (neDA) is undertak-
ing a technical study on six 
road projects connecting 
Cambodia’s provinces along 
the Thai border which will be 
upgraded to improve travel 
and goods transportation.

one study has been fi-
nalised and the construction 
plan submitted to the minis-
try of economy and Finance 
for approval before applying 
for a loan from Thailand.

Touch Chankosal, secretary 
of state at the ministry of Pub-
lic Works and Transport, told 
The Post on november 24 that 
the ministry requested that 
neDA study the six road proj-
ects that link Siem reap and 
the three border provinces 
– oddar meanchey, banteay 
meanchey and battambang 
– to Thailand to identify ways 
to improve economic growth 
between the two countries.

He met with neDA first vice-
president Colonel Saranyu 
viriyavejakul and the working 
group on november 22 to dis-
cuss the progress of the work 
before applying for a loan 
from the Thai government.

“We have already studied 
road 67 and submitted it to the 
finance ministry. neDA will 
continue the technical study of 
road 68 and other roads. We have 

to wait and see the final results 
of the study and there will need 
to be approval from higher-lev-
el institutions,” he said. 

Chankosal said the six roads 
were in poor condition, which 
prompted the public works min-
istry to improve some of them 
with upgrades to asphalt concrete 
(AC) roads for ease of travel.

“We don’t yet have a clear 
report on the project cost be-
cause neDA needs to com-
plete the study first. neDA has 
only just finished researching 
road 67,” he said.

Institute for road Safety di-
rector Kong ratanak said the 
study for the six roads proj-
ect was a good idea. He said if 
the roads are to be upgraded 
into AC types that meet the 
required standards, it will re-
quire a lot of money and more 
in-depth study before the eco-
nomic benefits can be gained.

“I believe that the construc-
tion of the roads will have many 

economic and transportation 
benefits. but I want to note 
that if the roads are built, will 
the scale of agricultural prod-
ucts of the Cambodian people 
along the border increase?” He 
said, adding that “If we look at 
it from one angle, it is good for 
the economy – there are im-
ports and exports, and if our 
roads are good, it also facilitates 
the transportation of goods.”

ratanak said he wanted the 
construction of the six roads to 
focus on quality to avoid early 
damage to them. The existing 
roads were easily damaged 
due to overloaded vehicles.

“If the roads are developed 
and we have a commodities ex-
change at similar volumes with 
our neighbouring country, that is 
a good investment. but if  we have 
less production and we spend 
more on the roads, that creates 
an economic imbalance and the 
excess imports will affect farm-
ers’ productivity,” he said.

neDA studies upgrade for 
Thailand connected roads

Public works ministry secretary of state Touch Chankosal meets with 
Thai officials on Monday. public works ministry

A man smokes a cigarette in the capital’s Meanchey district. HEnG cHiVoAn

Long Kimmarita 

T
He top three out of 
five finalists have 
been determined for 
an nGo-sponsored 

public speaking contest on the 
topic of “why Cambodia needs 
to increase taxes on tobacco”. 

The five finalists showed 
off their public speaking abil-
ity by giving their speeches 
encouraging an increase in 
tobacco taxes for an online 
audience on november 25.

The first place winner re-
ceived a prize of two million 
riel ($250) and second and 
third place received 800,000 
riel each. All three received 
medals. 

The contest was organised 
by the nGo Cambodia move-
ment for Health (CmH) in co-
operation with the ministry of 
education, Youth and Sport to 
promote public health by ex-
plaining the negative impact 
of tobacco use.

In addition to explaining 
the health consequences of 
tobacco use, the youth con-
testants also encouraged the 
government to increase taxes 
on tobacco, which they said 
was a “win-win” measure to 
respond that would help the 
national economy. 

They said a tax increase 
would help discourage 
people from using tobacco, 
which causes a higher risk 
of serious illness or death for 
those who contract Covid-
19. It also increases the tax 
income for the state and the 
tax revenue can be used to 
further develop the country.

“Another reason to increase 
the tobacco tax is that our 
current tax is just 28 per cent 
as compared to other ASeAn 
countries like brunei, Indo-
nesia, malaysia, Singapore, 
the Philippines and Thailand 
which all have tobacco taxes 
of over 50 per cent of the re-
tail price,” CmH said in their 
press release. 

CmH executive director 
mom Kong said tobacco com-
panies often oppose the tax 
increases by saying it would 
actually somehow decrease 
state income from taxes, en-
courage illegal tobacco im-
ports or force them to cut jobs 
if their revenues are reduced.  

“Increasing the tobacco 
tax not only increases state 
revenue, it also improves the 
health of the population. I 
think Cambodia should in-
crease the tax to 75 per cent of 
the tobacco retail price. That 
is also the recommendation 
of the World Health organisa-
tion,” he said.

CmH said tobacco use 
caused illness, disability and 
early death. Around 15,000 
Cambodians die each year 
from tobacco-related illness-
es, costing the government 
$649 million or three per cent 
of Cambodia’s GDP. 

The ministries of educa-
tion; economy and Finance; 
and Health have all expressed 
a common interest in increas-
ing tobacco tax. 

Srey vuth, a representative 
from the finance ministry, 
said at the ceremony an-
nouncing the contest winners 
that the government was not 
ignoring the issue of increas-
ing the tobacco tax. He said 
it has already been discussed 
from both a financial and 
health perspective.

He said increasing the to-
bacco tax would require par-
ticipation from the relevant 
stakeholders and the public 
and consideration of its ad-
vantages and disadvantages.

“The government is consid-
ering increasing this tax in ac-
cordance with the minimum 
acceptable goal,” he said. 

Kim Sanh, an education 
ministry representative, also 
supported an increase in the 
tobacco tax.

“I completely support in-
creasing the tobacco tax to 
75 per cent of the retail price 

and continuation of efforts 
to restrict and control sales 
of tobacco. I support these 
youth voices who are de-
manding an increase in the 
tobacco tax,” he said.



Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 10,940 10,940 10,980 10,920

2 GTI 4,200 4,200 4,200 4,200

3 PAS 13,480 13,480 13,580 13,480

4 PEPC 3,100 3,140 3,140 3,100

5 PPAP 14,600 14,400 14,680 14,400

6 PPSP 2,010 2,020 2,020 2,000

7 PWSA 6,900 6,900 6,900 6,880

Date: November 25, 2021
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,098 1.2680 6.3873 114.89 4.2098 1.3672 33.34 0.7218 1.1209 1.3354

May Kunmakara

STAnDArD & Poor’s (S&P) 
Global ratings on november 
23 evaluated the Stand-Alone 
Credit Profile (SACP) of locally-
owned publicly-listed Acleda 
bank Plc at “bb” and Credit 
ratings at “b+/Stable/b”.

In a filing to the Cambodia 
Securities exchange (CSX) on 
november 24, Acleda said the 
ratings are a result of its two-
tiered “strong foundations” 
comprising “a strong business 
franchise, stable revenue 
streams and strong retail 
deposit base underpinning the 
ratings” and “manageability of 
the asset quality”.

“All of these factors reflect 
the strength of the bank’s busi-
ness network operations by 
maintaining its growth, suc-
cess, resilience and sustaina-
ble development,” it said.

Acleda senior executive vice-
president mar Amara told The 
Post on november 25 that 
despite the Covid-19 commu-
nity outbreak that has plagued 
the Kingdom during 2021, the 
bank continues to expand its 
automated banking services.

She said the objective of this 
scaling up is to enhance the 
bank’s capacity to adapt to the 
latest technologies, and to 
provide faster, more conven-
ient, secure and popular solu-
tions to clients.

“[With] the new Acleda mobile 
interface, the customers are 
able to do online banking trans-
actions from anywhere, any-
time easily,” Amara said.

She said the growing use of 
automated systems “is not 
only demonstrating the change 
of [clients’] attitudes in using 
traditional banking services, 
but also indicating the contri-
bution in preventing the 
spread of Covid-19, with the 
royal Government as well as 
the ministry of Health”.

Amara also acknowledged 
that the increasing novel coro-
navirus vaccination rates can 
build community immunity 
throughout the Kingdom, to 
combat the spread of Covid-19.

Seeing the effectiveness of 
Covid curbs, the government 
has allowed businesses to start 
back up and the country to 
begin a cautious phased reo-
pening, guided by “new nor-
mal” regulations, she said.

Authorities have also short-
ened quarantine periods and 

loosened requirements for 
Cambodian officials and for-
eign diplomats and delegations, 
as well as investors and travel-
lers in general, who have been 
fully vaccinated, she added.

“This is a sign that economic 
activity will significantly increase 
from the end of 2021 due to the 
effectiveness of the Covid-19 
vaccine which has been intro-
duced worldwide,” Amara said.

on november 22, Singapore-
based ASeAn Plus Three macr-
oeconomic research office 
(Amro) forecast the Kingdom’s 
economic growth at a moderate 
2.8 per cent in 2021, tempered by 
uneven growth across sectors.

“Strengthening pandemic 
management and implement-
ing flexible policies to support 
vulnerable sectors and put the 
economy on a firmer recovery 
path remain vital, while the 
ongoing fast rollout of vac-
cines will ensure a steady eco-
nomic reopening.

“The recovery momentum is 
dampened by the slow return of 
international tourists, despite 
easing containment measures,” 
it said in its 2021 Annual Con-
sultation report on Cambodia.

It noted that amid improve-
ments in the public health 
system, “Cambodia’s high reli-
ance on close contact services 
sector and a labour-intensive 
manufacturing sector renders 
its recovery more vulnerable 
to Covid-19 outbreaks”.

Acleda posted more than $39 
million in net profit from busi-
ness operations in the second 
quarter of this year, an increase 
of 27.66 per cent year-on-year, 
despite the economic head-
winds caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Pm asks vn to resume flights
Hom Phanet

P
Hnom Penh has 
asked Hanoi to re-
sume direct flights 
between Cambodia 

and vietnam to boost tourism 
between the two countries 
now that the Covid-19 out-
break appears to be waning.

The statement was made 
during a meeting between 
Prime minister Hun Sen and 
the newly-minted vietnamese 
ambassador to Cambodia on 
november 24 at the Peace Palace.

State Secretariat of Civil Avi-
ation spokesman Sin Chan-
sereyvutha told The Post that 
Cambodia was ready in case 
vietnam were to allow the re-
sumption of flights, and added 
that vietnam Airlines had just 
submitted an application.

“Flights with vietnam can 
be a bit cumbersome for 
tourists because the country 
has an eight-day quarantine 
requirement,” he said.

Cambodia Association of 
Travel Agents adviser Ho vandy 
said the prime minister’s re-
quest is a “clear vision” to in-
crease tourist arrivals, especially 
those inbound from vietnam.

He said eU tourist groups 
frequent vietnam, and that 
the Kingdom also stands to 
benefit as vietnam Airlines is 

the flag carrier for the neigh-
bouring country.

“vietnam Airlines is well 
known in the european Union, 
and if more eU tourists come, 
that automatically means that 
they will enter Cambodia, so 
[the prime minister’s] propo-
sition to vietnam is a benefit 
for Cambodian tourism.”

All Dream Cambodia Travel 
Co Ltd executive director 
Huot Kheang suggested that 
it would be “best” if vietnam 
were to resume direct flights 

with Cambodia soon, claim-
ing that 70-80 per cent of 
tourist arrivals to the King-
dom pass through vietnam.

He said Cambodia histori-
cally had to rely on Thailand 
for eurasian tourists who 
wanted to visit the country, 
but after Thai airports closed 
in the wake of protests – likely 
referring to the 2008 Thai po-
litical crisis – Cambodian tour 
companies began to reroute 
trips through vietnam.

“In the last 10 years, the 

number of visitors from viet-
nam has increased, firstly, the 
prices have come down and 
the vietnamese side has be-
come politically stable,” he 
said, adding that a resump-
tion of Cambodia-vietnam 
flights would be a suitable 
supplement to the Kingdom’s 
tourism reopening plans.

According to a civil aviation 
spokesman, only Cambodia 
Angkor Air and vietnam Air-
lines offer direct flights be-
tween the two countries.

real estate ‘still boasts potential’
Hin Pisei

ALTHoUGH economic risks 
from the Covid-19 crisis linger, 
Cambodian real estate still 
offers a wealth of potential, as 
well as reasonably low prices 
for investments, especially in 
a handful of key localities 
marked by burgeoning interest 
and a gradual pickup in invest-
ment activity, according to 
minister of economy and 
Finance Aun Pornmoniroth.

The minister was speaking at 
opening of the virtual 23rd 
ASeAn valuers Association (AvA) 
Congress, which was hosted by 
Cambodia on november 25.

He said Covid-19 not only pre-
cipitated a public health crisis, 
but also had severe implications 
for socio-economic processes 
in all sectors and nations.

However, the Kingdom has 
been working hard to make 

adjustments to living and busi-
ness environments in the con-
text of the pandemic, he added.

“Although Cambodia is grap-
pling with Covid-19 and is 
continuing to adapt to the 
‘new normal’, the country’s 
real estate sector still has high 
potential and reasonable low 
prices for investment com-
pared to neighbouring coun-
tries,” Pornmoniroth said.

He highlighted a number of 
regions for their real estate 
investment potential, including 
Phnom Penh and the surround-
ing Kandal province, where a new 
airport and other major develop-
ment projects are planned.

Preah Sihanouk province is 
set to be transformed into a 
model multi-Purpose Special 
economic Zone, and Siem 
reap province boasts histori-
cal tourist spots, he said.

Svay rieng province’s bavet 

town on the vietnamese bor-
der and banteay meanchey 
province’s Poipet town on the 
Thai frontier were also areas of 
interest, he noted.

The minister urged local real 
estate appraisers and other 
operators and participants at 
the congress to ramp up coop-
eration and dialogue on emerg-
ing challenges and opportuni-
ties that could lead to the 
development of an industry 
standard for all AvA members.

“The congress should look at 
the challenges and opportuni-
ties to jointly explore new and 
better measures to improve 
the service environment in the 
real estate market in each 
country and in the region. This 
is an indispensable common 
prerequisite for promoting 
economic and social develop-
ment,” Pornmoniroth said.

Chrek Soknim, president of 

AvA member Cambodian val-
uers and estate Agents Asso-
ciation (CveA), who chaired 
the event, affirmed that Covid 
had a devastating effect on 
Cambodia’s real estate sector.

However, he noted that the 
market was expected to recov-
er as coronavirus vaccination 
rates rise and the Cambodian 
economy begins to reopen. “I 
am very optimistic about real 
estate market opportunities in 
Cambodia.”

The minister said the Cam-
bodian real estate sector is pro-
jected to grow at a relatively 
slow rate of 2.4 per cent this 
year and 4.8 per cent in 2022, 
driven by a steady increase in 
foreign investment inflows.

He added that domestic 
investment and demand in the 
affordable and mid-priced mar-
ket segments would remain on 
a sound growth trajectory.

Acleda on bb rating,
stable outlook: S&P

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Wednesday asked the Vietnamese ambassador to resume direct flights between 
Cambodia and Vietnam. heng chivoan

S&P Global Ratings on Tuesday 
evaluated the Stand-Alone Credit 
Profile (SACP) of Acleda at ‘BB’ and 
Credit Ratings at ‘B+/Stable/B’. 
FReSh neWS
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Metfone on Tuesday 
donated nearly $5,000 raised 
from its Pchum Ben Gift 
campaign to the Kantha 
Bopha Hospital.

During the ‘Pchum 
Ben Gifts for Everyone’  
campaign, Metfone offered 
a chance for its customers to 
win special gifts every time 
they scan a QR code to make 
a donation to the Kantha 
Bopha Hospital. 

And for each QR scan, 
Metfone will give away 
$0.05, with the proceeds 
going to Kantha Bopha 
Hospital. The campaign was 
held from September 30 to 
October 31.

During the campaign, 
some 96,292 customers 
scanned their QR code 
and in return Metfone 
contributed $4,815, which 
was channelled to the 
hospital.

Metfone Vice General 
Director Nhong Dinthan who 
handed over the money to 
the Kantha Bopha Hospital 
said the donations were  part 
of the company’s regular 
CSR activities to give back 
to the society. 

“Kantha Bopha 
Hospital has saved a lot of 
Cambodian children and 
Metfone has always been 

happy to contribute to the 
hospital. We will continue 
to raise more funds for 
the hospital in our future 
activities,” said Dinthan. 

Kuntha Bopha Hospital 
General Director Dr Denis 
Laurent thanked Metfone for 
constantly developing new 
programmes to raise funds 
to support the hospital. 

“We will use these 
funds in helping improve 
the health of infants and 
children in Cambodia by 
supporting the activities of 
the Kantha Bopha Children’s 
Hospital,” said Dr Laurent.

Metfone has been 
supporting the Cambodian 
government in implementing 
community-oriented 
programmes in building a 
better society. 

The company has so 
far worked closely with  
ministries and agencies 
to implement digital 
transformation projects 
in many fields including 
education, health and 
transportation.

Metfone actively 
contributes to the betterment 
of the society besides 
focusing on its business 
development to bring quality 
services to its customers 
across the Kingdom. 

Metfone donates nearly $5,000 to Kantha Bopha 
Hospital from ‘Pchum Ben Gifts’ campaign

Dinthan (third left) presents a mock cheque to Dr Laurent during the donation ceremony. supplied 

Continued from page 1

and private sectors from Asia 
and europe, to make it a real-
ity,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce (CCC) president 
Kith meng emphasised that 
the international community 
attaches great importance to 
ASem cooperation and part-
nerships, which he said would 
protect and open and inte-
grated system of trade and in-
vestment, based on law.

“The full potential and dy-
namics of the two blocs can 
manifest into a vibrant mar-
ket that could become the 
engine of the global economy 
and play an important role in 
sustainable and integrated 
socio-economic development 
post-Covid-19,” he said.

Hong vanak, director of In-
ternational economics at the 
royal Academy of Cambo-
dia, was confident that ASem 
countries are clear on how 
to work well together on the 
production and supply pro-
cesses needed to fortify global 
supply and value chains and 
meet needs and demands.

“These points are vital to 
support businesspeople and 
investors and empower them 
to see the big picture when it 
comes to minimising the det-
rimental effects of moderni-
sation on their businesses,” 
he told The Post.

ASem member states ac-
count for about 65 per cent 
of the global economy, and 
around 55 per cent of global 
trade, according to the ASem 
Infoboard.

ASem can ripen into
‘vibrant market’: CCC

Fish quality, tracing deal struck
Hom Phanet

W
orLD vision Cast 
and Davane Plc 
have teamed up 
on fish monitor-

ing, inspection and quality 
assurance, aiming to provide 
consumers with safe and 
trusted sources of food that are 
worth the money and minimise 
health risks, and instil public 
confidence in local farmers 
and other market actors.

A memorandum of under-
standing (moU) was penned 
to this end on november 24 by 
representatives Tech Kong for 
World vision Cast and Chheng 
makara for Davane, whose name 
stands for “Develop Agriculture 
value Chain network for eco-
nomic and environment”.

World vision Cast’s Kong 
underlined the importance 
of setting up fish tracking sys-
tems, which he said not only 
pinpoint the exact sources of 
the animals and indicate how 
they are raised, lending a sense 
of security to consumers, but 
also enable participating farm-
ers to raise their prices.

“breeders, processors and 
sellers will trust each other, 
and we’ll keep a sharper eye 
out when we buy goods, es-
pecially fish,” he said.

He noted that more than 
1,000 fish farmers, 1,500 indi-
vidual processors and sellers, 
and 100 cottage industries have 
been enlisted in World vision 
Cast and Davane’s undertaking.

Davane’s makara said the 

tracking system would allow 
consumers to be clearly in-
formed on the provenance of 
fish and their quality, and that 
the moU includes provisions 
requiring involved farmers to 
handle their stock properly, 
in accordance with recogn-
ised food-safety techniques 
and standards.

“The fish in the aforemen-
tioned network will all have 
an attached code … Custom-
ers can just use a smart device 
to scan the Qr code on the 
packaging to get info on the 
name of the farmer, the physi-
cal locations of the farms, and 
how they [the fish] were raised 

– what techniques were used, 
and the like,” he said.

Sok Yorn, vice-president of 
the Siem reap province-based 
the Cambodia Safe Fish, meat 
and vegetables Association, 
told The Post on november 
24 that the association plans 
to sign an moU with World 
vision Cast and Davane next 
month to monitor the quality 
of fish on the market, with a 
stress on imports from viet-
nam and Thailand.

“The association wants to 
get in on the act… [we] find 
that some foods, fish for in-
stance, are not yet reliable, es-
pecially imports from neigh-

bouring countries,” he said.
The average Cambodian 

consumes about 63kg of fish 
per annum, the Inland Fish-
eries research and Develop-
ment Institute (IFreDI) re-
ported in 2013.

Fish production in the 
Kingdom rose from 0.5 mil-
lion tonnes in 2008 to almost 
one million in 2018, a 2019 
study by the Southeast Asian 
Fisheries Development Cen-
tre (SeAFDeC) revealed.

The study found that 59 per 
cent came from inland cap-
ture, 28 per cent from aqua-
culture and 13 per cent from 
marine capture.

More than 1,000 fish farmers, 1,500 individual processors and sellers, and 100 cottage industries have been 
enlisted in World Vision Cast and Davane’s undertaking, says World Vision Cast’s Kong. HENG CHIVOAN

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce (CCC) president Kith Meng speaks at 
the virtual 1st Asia-Europe Economic and Business Forum (AEEBF1) on 
Thursday. COMMERCE MINISTRY
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Sangeetha Amarthalingam

a
t 22, First officer reachta 
lim is the youngest com-
mercial pilot in cambodia. 
He flies with the national 

flag carrier, cambodia angkor air 
(angkor air), after starting in Janu-
ary 2020, just as covid-19 cases be-
gan to rise in china.

Having earned his stripes when he 
was 19, reachta said he enrolled in 
flight school just out of high school 
and was lucky to join angkor air before 
the pandemic engulfed the world.

to date, he has charted about 400 
flying hours via flight school and his 
trips between china, vietnam and 
cambodia.

He is among 20 to 30 cambodian 
commercial pilots in the country, 
with a fraction of them “nearing re-
tirement”, and those who could af-
ford to study overseas.

over the years, a generational gap 
has become evident in the industry 
due to a supply shortage, seeing that 
the industry could not fill the vacan-
cy fast enough.

pilot training, in general, is con-
siderably expensive and intense, 
making it an unlikely option even if 
interest among people is high.

the dwindling number of schol-
arships offered by overseas govern-
ments for pilot training because of 
its high tuition cost was also becom-
ing a concern for the State Secretar-
iat of civil aviation (SSca).

in 2019, SSca director-general for 
technical services and operations 
chan vanna noted that cambodia was 
“lacking 90 per cent” of the human re-
sources necessary to serve a burgeon-
ing civil aviation sector, where five 
locally-registered airlines operate.

by then, passenger traffic had grown 
to nearly 11 million in 2018, along 
with aircraft movements at 104,803, 
having risen 16 per cent from 2017.

Just before the pandemic, the sec-
tor was growing at 10 per cent annu-

ally since 2016, captain Goh chee 
Hong, director of training at lanmei 
airlines (cambodia) co ltd said.

“We believe in a year or two, the 
aviation industry will continue to 
grow again at the rate [recorded] 
prior to the pandemic,” he opined.

Pilot school 
When it started in 2017 with a grant 

of $10.1 million from the Korean inter-
national cooperation agency, SSca’s 
civil aviation training centre (catc) 
at the phnom penh international 
airport hoped to enhance the skills 

of aviation staff, some 10,000 at that 
time, and train high school leavers.

to date, about 1,000 personnel 
have completed various courses 
such as air traffic control, danger-
ous goods, international air law, 
and aviation security, said Jennifer 
meszaros, an international aviation 
consultant with civil aviation coop-
eration initiative (caci) in mekong-
lancang countries.

meszaros, also an instructor at 
catc, noted that cambodia has made 
“significant headway”  towards boost-
ing its aviation training offerings.

“beyond in-house airline and air-
port programmes, catc is home to 
a “state-of-the-art” air traffic control 
and radar simulator, and baggage 
X-ray room and computer-based 
training classrooms,” she said.

but pilot training and aircraft 
maintenance engineering were 
largely absent owing to inadequate 
expertise to train cambodians, al-
though the demand was compelling 
given the fast-expanding industry.

often, the common and easy route 
for cambodians to enrol in these 
courses is to go to vietnam, russia, 

the US or philippines, either by fund-
ing themselves or via scholarships.

two years ago, SSca announced 
that it would jointly develop a pilot 
training and aircraft maintenance 
school with the local airline – lan-
mei training centre (ltc) – to en-
able cambodians, particularly those 
who are underprivileged to enrol in 
the courses.

the idea was to offer pilot training 
and aircraft maintenance courses at 
“comparatively low prices”.

as such, he urged cambodians 
with “a lot of resources and per-

locally-trained commercial pilots 
to lift cambodia’s aviation standard
The Kingdom is boosting its civil aviation sector with the establishment of a flight 
school with a local airline to meet growth demands once air travel recovers

sonal wealth” to send their children 
overseas to pursue the course, so as 
to ensure sufficient seats for candi-
dates from poorer households.

Dream to fly 
“to become a pilot, one must have 

three things – money, [must be] 
medically fit and proficient in eng-
lish,” said reachta, who was inspired 
after watching documentaries on 
aviation, and trips to airports by his 
parents to look at planes as a child.

He explained that to qualify as a 
commercial pilot, one must have 
three basic licences, consisting of 
“private pilot licence”, “private pilot 
with instrument rating” and “com-
mercial pilot licence”.

the basic training courses are done 
in small propeller aircrafts, however, 
students who want to fly a turbofan 
aircraft, must have “type rating”, 
similar to a driver’s licence, which al-
lows them to fly commercial planes.

these three basic licences will 
cost $70,000 to $90,000 and students 
must have a minimum of 250 hours 
to qualify for type rating certification 
which, on its own, can cost between 
$20,000 and $40,000, excluding food 
and accommodation.

Upon completion, students can 
apply to work with an airline but 
with zero work experience, they 
must undergo a cadet program that 
could amount to around $90,000.

in addition, cambodians who serve 
in local airlines must convert their 
foreign licence, acquired from the 
school they studied at, to a licence by 
SSca, which “comes at a cost”.

“So, in total you would have to 
spend roughly $200,000 in order to 
become a full fledged pilot,” said 
reachta, who studied at epic Flight 
academy and aerostar training Ser-
vices in Florida, US. He is currently 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in Hos-
pitality and tourism at a local uni-
versity in between his pilot job.

He acknowledged the challenges 
in the local industry, saying that “a 
lot of his friends” who are finishing 
their type rating are not be able 
to land a job as their families can-
not afford the final leg of their pilot 
course. this is the part where stu-
dents need to convert their foreign 
licence to SSca’s licence if they are 
hired by a local airline.

regardless of the cost, the lure of 
the job remains enticing, especially 
for brothers Uddomkrissna and 
Udomsethavuth chan, 32 and 30, 
respectively, whose parents sup-
ported them throughout their pro-
gramme at viet Flight training in 
Ho chi minh, and aviator college in 
Florida, US.

“it is difficult for parents to pay, and 
especially for our parents because 
they paid for me and my younger 
brother to study at the same time,” 
said Uddomkrissna, sharing that a 
total of $340,000 was spent.

“Flight school is considered ex-
pensive everywhere in the world, 
not just cambodia. most [students] 
who finish their training will [even-
tually] hold an approximately six-
figure debt,” said the father of two 
who has clocked 1,700 flying hours.

the brothers, both ranked as First 
officer with angkor air, shared the 
same dream of becoming pilots, 
having been exposed as kids to toy 
planes, aviation books, flight simu-
lator games and real aircrafts by 
their pilot father who at 57 is still fly-
ing, albeit with vietnam airlines.

Global-standard salary
the first and second World Wars 

had a significant impact on the evo-
lution of civil aviation, including 
aviation training, said meszaros.

“Historically, those who entered the 
field held a military background. as 
civil aviation grew, aviation compa-
nies, including airlines and airports 
created in-house training programs 

to build talent and workforce capac-
ity. this is the norm today,” she said.

pre-covid, one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the global aviation 
industry was the shortage of skilled 
professionals from commercial pi-
lots and aircraft maintenance tech-
nicians to cabin crew and customer 
service agents.

this was contributed by ageing 
workforces, low salary and benefits 
packages, poor organisation and 
leadership cultures, insufficient in-
vestments, and increasing compe-
tition from other sectors, including 
information technology.

“attracting, educating, and retain-
ing the next generation of aviation 
professionals was not a cambodia-
specific challenge, but a global one. 
it still is,” meszaros said.

in cambodia, lanmei’s entry into 
the training space would “fill criti-
cal gaps” in aviation training and 
education, including pilot and air-
craft maintenance training and help 
build a sustainable pipeline of talent 
through human resource develop-
ment and capacity-building. 

beyond this, she pointed out, the 
SSca is cooperating with the civil 
aviation Flight University of china 
(caFUc), laos’ Department of civil 
aviation, vietnam’s civil aviation 
authority, and the vietnam aviation 
academy (vaa) to upgrade the local 
sector.

recently, the vietnam academy 
began an aviation scholarship pro-
gramme that covers aircraft mainte-
nance engineering, flight dispatch, 
and air traffic radar control to sup-
port specialised training require-
ments among technical officers in 
cambodia, laos and vietnam.

With caFUc’s involvement, the 
scholarship program will strengthen 
cambodia’s technical workforce and 
support the conditions necessary 
to meet the demands of a rapidly 
changing, highly regulated aviation 
industry, meszaros said.

“this programme will also enable 
positive, long-term benefits, allow-
ing recipients to pass down critical 
knowledge and skills to the younger 
generation to meet future technical 
capability requirements,” she added.

together, ltc and the scholarships 
boost SSca’s objective to ensure that 
cambodians are not deprived of a 
career in this field.

added to that, vanna reportedly 
said in 2019 that SSca would look for 
jobs for ltc graduates and help them 
negotiate salaries and contracts.

He said graduates who become li-
censed pilots can expect a salary “in 
line with international standards” of 
the profession in cambodia.

“[this could mean] an average 

starting salary of more than $3,000 [a 
month] that could rise to $5,000 after 
two years of service, with [the possibili-
ty of] further increment depending on 
their employment situation,” he said.

‘Timing is perfect’
Slightly delayed by covid-19, ltc 

started enrolling students in march 
this year, said lanmei airlines ceo 
captain Darren chan.

the training centre, which shares 
the space with catc, was set up to 
address the acute shortage of local 
talent in aviation, as 80 to 85 per cent 
are currently staffed by foreigners.

at the moment, any aircraft engi-
neer coming into cambodia com-
prise experienced engineers or fresh 
graduates overseas.

“most pilots and engineers in 
cambodia are foreigners. [it is] not 
sustainable relying only on foreign 
expertise in the long term. So, we 
decided to set up a flight school and 
a simulator centre for pilot training 
and a maintenance workshop to 

train engineers,” said chan.
For lanmei airlines, the potential 

for the school is huge, he said, not-
ing that “many had tried in the past 
but failed”.

“it’s an oxymoron but the timing is 
perfect to set this up in the middle 
of a pandemic. the planes and sim-
ulators are cheaper, regulators have 
more time to focus and there are 
many parents who want to invest in 
[aviation] education locally and re-
gionally,” chan said.

this year, the training centre has 16 
students enrolled for the 18-month 
multi-crew pilot licence course which 
includes type rating while its 20-month 
aircraft engineering programme has 
13 students. both the courses include 
two-year job guarantees.

in the near future, courses on 
ground handling and cabin crew 
training, as well as private pilot li-
cence will come onboard.

chan’s colleague Goh, general 
manager of the training centre, said 
the aircraft maintenance engineer-

ing course is more popular with lo-
cal students due to its affordability, 
which is about $14,000.

He said the current batch of stu-
dents will become the first locally-
trained engineers who will start work 
in the industry in less than two years.

pilot training is around $150,000 
but Goh stressed that students grad-
uate from the programme with type 
rating with an airbus 320 and a two-
year employment contract.

“this is usually not included in the 
commercial pilot licence training. 
So, when we add all these additional 
training to prep an airline pilot, our 
pricing is competitive,” he said.

Critical to future success
However, all of this is at an infancy 

stage. cambodia airports ceo alain 
brun, who remarked that he did not 
have adequate information to share 
a “solid view” on the school, nev-
ertheless felt that it showed a rapid 
transformation of the aviation sec-
tor in cambodia.

“it is with great interest that we’ll 
follow its future development,” he 
told The Post a few weeks ago.

in the midst, cambodia is doing 
what is necessary to address chal-
lenges in the global aviation indus-
try, that includes ramping up efforts 
to address setbacks that impact hu-
man resource development, capaci-
ty-building and innovation.

“Solutions include aviation out-
reach, full scholarships, paid in-
ternships, clear career pathways, 
on-the-job-training, attractive sal-
ary and benefit packages, and train-
ing partnerships between industry 
players and the education sector,” 
meszaros said.

but going forward, a diverse, highly 
skilled, and resilient workforce is “crit-
ical” to cambodia’s future success.

“along with pilots, cabin crew and 
meteorologists, the sector will also 
require experts in data science, ar-
tificial intelligence, cybersecurity, 
cloud computing and other techno-
logical domains. “reskilling workers 
to meet the demands of industry 4.0 
will become increasingly necessary 
to ensure safety, security and com-
petitiveness,” she stressed.

Source: State Secretariat of Civil Aviation

Cambodia Angkor Air pilot, First Officer Reachta Lim is the youngest commercial pilot in Cambodia. ReachTa Lim via FacebooK

First officers Uddomkrissna (left) and Udomsethavuth Chan followed in their father’s footsteps to become airline pilots. SuppLied

Jennifer Meszaros, international aviation consultant with Civil Aviation Cooperation 
Initiative, said Mekong-Lancang countries should develop a training and capacity-building 
roadmap as part of a larger national aviation plan to address training and upskill 
constraints. SuppLied

Cambodia will soon have its own locally-bred commercial pilots and aircraft maintenance engineers from the nation’s first flight 
school, Lanmei Training Centre. couRTeSy oF Lanmei TRaining cenTRe FacebooK



The American Chamber 
of Commerce in 
Cambodia (AmCham) 
on November 18 held 

its CSR excellence Awards 
Ceremony 2021, to “recognise 
the importance of giving 
back” to the Kingdom as it 
places an even greater focus 
on corporate citizenship.

The event at Raffles hotel 
Le Royal in Phnom Penh 
honoured AmCham members 
for their noteworthy efforts in 
aiding society.

With the pandemic bringing 
unprecedented hardships this 
year and other challenges 
to be faced, 18 AmCham 
members were saluted for their 
exceptional corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) endeavours 
in combating Covid-19, as well 
as their environmental and 
social impact. 

Awards were presented 
to Wing, Cellcard and hyatt 
Regency in particular for their 
especially strong contributions 
in these areas.

“It is a very special occasion 
for us. It is our first dedicated 
CSR event, separating it from 
our annual general meeting, 
which means we are putting 
a tremendous amount of 
emphasis on CSR this year. 

“CSR is one of the four 

pillars the board decided to 
focus on this year – with 
CSR, we must recognise the 
importance of giving back to 
the place where we do business. 

“We are not only here to 
make profits, we are in a 
country that welcomes us, that 
has a very liberal environment 
for investment and to do 
business, and we need to see 
ourselves as giving back, 
not only that we are here 
for financial reasons,” said 
AmCham president Anthony 
Galliano. 

The judges were Lauren 
higgins, economic officer at 
the US embassy in Phnom 
Penh, Sabine Joukes, chief of 
party for the USAID-funded 

Women entrepreneurs Act 
project, and former State 
Department diplomat and 
ambassador William Monroe.

The companies were judged 
on seven criteria – addressing 
a specific problem; including 
stakeholder engagement; 
innovation; the impact it had; 
how it involved the company’s 
staff; sustainability; and 
raising awareness.

Cellcard won in the “Covid-
19 Initiatives” category, with 
RMA Cambodia the runner-up. 

hyatt Regency Phnom 
Penh and Rosewood Phnom 
Penh were co-winners in 
the “environment Impact” 
category, while Wing won 
in “Social Impact”, with AIA 

Cambodia taking the runner-
up award. 

The judges also awarded Khmer 
Organic Cooperative Co Ltd, 
Amru Rice Cambodia Co Ltd 
and Fourth Culture Cambodia 
with special recognition for 
incorporating CSR into their 
mission. 

The judges heaped praise on 
all the 18 AmCham businesses 
involved, and said that picking 
winners was incredibly 
difficult.

“It was a pleasure to serve on 
the awards committee. We had 
tremendous nominations. They 
were all were excellent, and it 
was not easy to decide which 
ones to give the awards to.

“They all not only did 

excellent work within their 
own companies, but also in 
getting out in the broader 
community helping Cambodia 
and the people of Cambodia,” 
said Monroe, who handed out 
the awards in the “Covid-19 
Initiatives” category.

“I was delighted to see there 
were so many CSR activities 
from AmCham members – 
double the amount of last 
year,” said higgins, who 
announced the companies who 
received special recognition 
for incorporating CSR into 
their mission.

Galliano said this year’s 
awards ceremony was one 
AmCham had put a lot of 
investment into because it 

is a strong believer in the 
importance of CSR.

“Cambodia is a country that 
has done well in alleviating 
poverty, so this year our [CSR] 
mission may have changed. 

“Our challenges are now 
more on the environment, on 
climate change, while still on 
education and gender equality, 
which are very important for us.

“There are a lot of benefits 
to doing business in this 
country, and I think we should 
try to see ourselves, even 
though we are foreigners, 
as ‘citizens in spirit’ – that 
although we are not citizens 
of this country, we should in 
spirit try to give back as if we 
are,” Galliano said.  
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Amcham CSR awards ceremony 
highlights focus on ‘giving back’  

The winners and runners-up in each category were honoured, as were those who received special recognition.  The judges were (left to right) William Monroe, Lauren Higgins and Sabine Joukes.

Eighteen AmCham members were saluted for their exceptional CSR endeavours.

Wing Bank CEO Han Peng Kwang receives the ward from Galliano.
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world
Deadliest migrant boat tragedy in Channel
A

T LeAST 27 migrants try-
ing to reach england from 
France died on november 
24 when their boat sank off 

the northern French coast, the deadli-
est disaster since the Channel became 
a hub for clandestine crossings.

President emmanuel macron 
vowed France would not allow the 
Channel to become a “cemetery” and 
also spoke to british Prime minister 
boris Johnson to agree on stepping 
up efforts to thwart the traffickers 
blamed for the surge in crossings.

“It is europe’s deepest values – hu-
manism, respect for the dignity of 
each person – that are in mourning,” 
macron said.

The disaster caused the highest 
death toll since at least 2018 when 
migrants began using boats en 
masse to cross the Channel. It comes 
as tensions grow between London 
and Paris over the record numbers of 
people crossing.

Prosecutors opened a manslaugh-
ter probe after the boat sank off the 
northern port city of Calais. Interior 
minister Gerald Darmanin said four 
suspected traffickers accused of be-
ing directly linked to the doomed 
crossing in a long inflatable boat had 
been arrested.

Darmanin told reporters in Calais 
that only two survivors had been 
found and both of their lives were 
in danger. He said five women and 
one little girl were among those who 
died, while Calais mayor natacha 
bouchart said a pregnant woman 
was also one of the victims.

The nationality of the migrants was 
not immediately clear. An initial toll 
said 31 migrants had died but the 
interior ministry later revised this 
down to 27.

French officials said earlier three 

helicopters and three boats had 
searched the area, uncovering corpses 
and people unconscious in the water, 
after a fisherman sounded the alarm.

Johnson said he was “shocked, ap-
palled and deeply saddened by the 
loss of life at sea”, following a crisis 
meeting with senior officials.

but he also said britain had 
faced “difficulties persuading 
some of our partners, particularly 
the French, to do things in a way 

that the situation deserves”.
britain has urged tougher action 

from France to stop migrants from 
making the voyage.

The issue has added to growing 
post-brexit strains between britain 
and France, with a row on fishing 
rights also still unresolved.

“The response must obviously also 
come from britain,” said Darmanin, 
calling for “a very tough coordinated 
international response”.

In telephone talks, Johnson and 
macron agreed on the “urgency of 
stepping up joint efforts to prevent 
these deadly crossings” and that 
“it is vital to keep all options on the 
table” to break the business model 
of the smuggling gangs, according to 
Downing Street.

one of the French lifeboat work-
ers, Charles Devos, described seeing 
“a flat, deflated inflatable boat with 
the little air that remained helping 

it float” surrounded by bodies of the 
drowned.

Pierre roques of the Auberge des 
migrants nGo in Calais said the 
Channel risked becoming as deadly 
as the mediterranean, which has 
seen a much higher toll from the mi-
grants crossing.

“People are dying in the Channel, 
which is becoming a cemetery. And 
as england is right opposite, people 
will continue to cross,” he said.

According to the French authori-
ties, 31,500 people attempted to 
leave for britain since the start of the 
year and 7,800 people have been res-
cued at sea, figures which doubled 
since August.

In britain, Johnson’s Conservative 
government is coming under intense 
pressure, including from its own sup-
porters, to reduce the numbers.

natalie elphicke, the Conservative 
member of Parliament (mP) for the 
british Channel port of Dover, called 
the sinking “an absolute tragedy” 
and demonstrated the need to stop 
the crossings at their source.

“As winter is approaching, the seas 
will get rougher, the water colder, the 
risk of even more lives tragically be-
ing lost greater,” she said.

Charlotte Kwantes of Utopia56, an 
association that works with migrants 
in Calais, said “more than 300” mi-
grants had died since 1999 in the area.

“As long as safe passages are not 
put in place between england and 
France, or as long as these people 
cannot be regularised in France … 
there will be deaths at the border,” 
she told AFP.

According to british authorities, 
more than 25,000 people have now 
arrived illegally so far this year, al-
ready triple the figure recorded in 
2020. AFP

Plunge in water resources looms in Iraq: World bank

bangladesh resumes moving rohingya to the island

IrAQ could suffer a 20 per cent drop 
in water resources by 2050 due to cli-
mate change, the World bank said on 
november 24, warning of repercus-
sions on growth and jobs.

Water is a crucial issue for the oil-
rich country of 40 million that is facing 
an acute energy crisis, compounded 
by increasingly severe droughts and 
low rainfall.

“Without action, water constraints 
will lead to large losses across multiple 

sectors of the economy and come to 
affect more and more vulnerable peo-
ple,” the World bank’s Saroj Kumar Jha 
said in a statement accompanying a 
new report.

“by 2050, a temperature increase of 
one degree Celsius, and a precipitation 
decrease of 10 per cent would cause a 
20 per cent reduction of available 
freshwater” in Iraq, the report said.

“Under these circumstances, nearly 
one-third of the irrigated land in Iraq 

will have no water by the year 2050.”
economic modelling showed that 

Iraq’s real gross domestic product 
(GDP) “could drop by up to four per 
cent, or $6.6 billion compared to 2016 
levels”, according to the report.

Demand for unskilled labour in the 
agricultural sector could fall by 11.8 
per cent, and by 5.4 per cent for non-
agricultural activities.

Water scarcity “is linked to small-
scale forced displacement in Iraq”, the 

World bank warned, particularly in 
the country’s south.

In 2014, Iraq prepared a 20-year, $180-
billion plan to manage its water crisis.

but it was stillborn as the Islamic 
State group seized a third of the coun-
try the same year and money was 
diverted to fight the jihadists.

In 2018, financing for the water min-
istry accounted for less than 0.2 per 
cent of the country’s overall budget, 
with just $15 million.

“The current state of infrastructure 
has led to salinity affecting approxi-
mately 60 per cent of the cultivated 
land and a 30-60 per cent reduction 
in yield,” the report said.

on a positive note, the World bank 
said Iraq’s economic outlook had 
improved “on the back of the recovery 
of global oil markets”, adding that its 
GDP was projected to grow from 2.6 
per cent this year to more than six per 
cent in 2022-2023. AFP

bAnGLADeSH has resumed 
moving rohingya refugees to a 
remote and flood-prone island, 
authorities said on november 
24, despite criticism from aid 
groups and claims some are 
being relocated against their 
will.

nearly 20,000 members of 
the stateless minority, who fled 
neighbouring myanmar in 
2017 after a brutal military 
crackdown, have already been 
sent to bhashan Char island.

bangladesh eventually wants 
to rehouse 100,000 of its 
approximately one million 

rohingya refugees to the island, 
moving them from cramped 
relief camps on the mainland.

but hundreds already sent 
there have since been arrested 
in coastal towns after fleeing 
the island, and dozens died in 
August after a fishing boat car-
rying escapees capsized.

Another 2,000 rohingya will 
nonetheless be transferred this 
week, the country’s deputy 
refugee commissioner 
moozzem Hossain told AFP, 
more than six months after the 
last group was sent there.

“navy ships will bring them 

to the island on Thursday 
[november 25],” he added.

The Un refugee agency 
signed a deal with bangladesh 
authorities to provide help and 
protection to refugees on the 
island last month.

Hossain told AFP that all relo-
cations were completely volun-
tary, but several refugees said 
they were being forced to move 
there.

“We don’t want to go to 
bhashan Char,” a rohingya 
woman told AFP by phone, 
speaking on the condition of 
anonymity.

She said a rohingya commu-
nity leader in the camps had 
added her name to a list of peo-
ple seeking to relocate without 
her consent.

“If I go to bhashan Char, I will 
not be able to go back to myan-
mar. I will not go,” she added.

one rohingya community 
leader, who also asked to 
remain anonymous, said bang-
ladeshi authorities had told 
him and his peers to each pro-
vide lists of at least five families 
to be relocated.

About 850,000 rohingya are 
packed into camps along the 

bangladesh-myanmar border. 
most fled a myanmar military 
clampdown in 2017 that the 
Un says could be genocide.

bangladesh has been praised 
for taking in the refugees who 
poured across the border but 
has had little success finding 
them permanent homes.

bhashan Char is 60km from 
the bangladesh mainland and 
lies at the heart of the meghna 
estuary, an area prone to pow-
erful cyclones that have killed 
around one million people in 
the last 50 years.

Human rights Watch (HrW) 

has urged bangladesh to halt 
further relocations until it 
could guarantee freedom of 
movement for the refugees.

The watchdog on november 
23 said rohingya leaders were 
being coerced into persuading 
camp residents to move to 
bhashan Char, including by 
confiscating their identity doc-
uments.

HrW’s refugee and migrant 
rights director bill Frelick said: 
“bangladesh’s october agree-
ment with the Un doesn’t pro-
vide a free ticket to forcibly relo-
cate rohingya refugees.” AFP

President Emmanuel Macron said France would not allow the Channel to become a ‘cemetery’. AFP
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ASEAN

manila to reject drug-war probe info request
T

He Philippines’ mal-
acanang Presidential 
Palace on november 
24 said it would re-

ject a request by International 
Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecu-
tor Karim Khan for informa-
tion on government investi-
gations of alleged atrocities in 
the drug war.

This comes after Khan tem-
porarily suspended his own 
probe of charges of crimes 
against humanity against Presi-
dent rodrigo Duterte in the 
brutal campaign.

In a statement, Cabinet Sec-
retary Karlo nograles, the acting 
presidential spokesperson, said 
complying with such a request 
from the ICC prosecutor would 
be contrary to the government’s 
position that the tribunal no 
longer had jurisdiction over the 
Philippines.

After granting a request last 
week by manila to defer the 
ICC prosecution office’s inves-
tigation of the charges against 
Duterte, Khan on november 24 
said that “in the coming days” 
he would ask the government 
for proof that it was genuinely 
investigating the allegations of 
atrocities in the drug war.

He said he wanted to be pro-
vided “promptly” with informa-
tion that would substantiate the 
government’s claim.

Khan said the government’s 
submission must consist of 
“tangible evidence, of probative 
value and a sufficient degree of 
specificity, demonstrating that 
concrete and progressive in-

vestigative steps have been or 
are currently being undertaken 
to ascertain the responsibility 
of persons for alleged conduct 
falling within the scope of the 
authorised ICC investigation”.

He reminded the govern-
ment that while his office had 
temporarily suspended its own 
investigation of the Duterte’s 
war on drugs, it “will continue 
its analysis of information al-
ready in its possession and any 
new information it may receive 
from third parties”.

nograles said the government 
has not yet received a formal re-
quest from Khan but that such 

request would be a recogni-
tion that Philippine legal insti-
tutions were functioning and 
“independent, impartial and 
competent”.

“moreover, this validates our 
earlier position that the ICC is 
the court of last resort, one that 
can be utilised when a state 
party is unwilling to investigate 
and prosecute those who vio-
late its laws; this is simply not 
the case in the Philippines,” he 
added.

He also noted the efforts of 
various government agencies 
to find ways to speed up the in-
vestigations, ensure they are fair 

and make those responsible for 
extrajudicial killings and other 
abuses accountable.

“our criminal justice system 
continues to be capable and 
functional, and a case in point 
is the signing of the Philippine 
national Police and the nation-
al bureau of Investigation of an 
agreement to conduct coopera-
tive investigations – evidence 
that a culture of impunity does 
not exist in our country as local 
institutions have demonstrated 
their commitment to account-
ability,” nograles said.

Former Senator Antonio 
Trillanes Iv, who also filed a 

complaint in the ICC against 
Duterte, said the presidential 
palace was engaging in “dou-
blespeak”.

He told Philippine Daily In-
quirer: “The very reason why 
malacanang officially begged 
the ICC to suspend its pro-
ceedings is because they have 
already resolved among them-
selves that ICC’s jurisdiction 
had been clearly established.

“Therefore, all this double-
speak about ICC’s lack of juris-
diction is merely to confuse the 
domestic audience, while hop-
ing and praying that the ICC 
would heed its pleas.”

The government has officially 
reported that more than 6,000 
have been killed in the drug 
war since 2016. Human rights 
groups say the figure was closer 
to 30,000.

Human rights lawyers had 
urged Khan not to fall for the 
government’s claims that it was 
redressing victims’ grievances.

They said that the “domestic 
remedies” cited by the gov-
ernment were not working or 
stopping the killings and other 
atrocities.

The government withdrew 
from the rome Statute, the trea-
ty that created the ICC, in 2018 
after Khan’s predecessor started 
an examination of the charges 
filed by the victims’ families.

After it declared that the ICC 
lost jurisdiction over the Philip-
pines when its withdrawal from 
the treaty became final in march 
2019, and Duterte claimed that 
the treaty itself was invalid be-

cause it wasn’t published in the 
official Gazette, the govern-
ment on november 10 sought 
a deferral of the prosecutor’s 
investigation.

The request was made by 
Philippine ambassador to the 
netherlands eduardo malaya 
who informed the ICC prosecu-
tion office in The Hague that 
the government already was 
conducting its own investiga-
tions of the allegations of the 
victims’ families.

He cited the Department of 
Justice (DoJ) review of 52 drug 
raids between 2016 and 2021 
that resulted in deaths.

malaya also cited the DoJ 
review of over 300 cases in the 
dockets of the national Pros-
ecution Service that included 
ongoing and concluded prelim-
inary investigations of deaths.

malaya was essentially in-
voking Article 17 of the rome 
Statute on the principle of 
complementarity, which 
means that the ICC may only 
exercise jurisdiction when na-
tional legal systems fail to gen-
uinely prosecute crimes under 
international law.

Lawyers familiar with the ICC 
process say that for the coun-
try’s domestic investigations 
to be considered genuine, they 
must be investigating the same 
suspects for the same cases that 
the ICC is also investigating.

Investigators must also target 
persons deemed most respon-
sible for the crimes, not just the 
“foot soldiers”. PHILIPPINE DAILY IN-

QUIRER

Two die in vietnam after
receiving Sinopharm jab
TWo people in the northern 
vietnamese province of Thanh 
Hoa died on november 24 after 
getting Sinopharm’s vero Cell 
Covid-19 vaccine while three 
others are being treated at a 
local hospital, the provincial 
Department of Health con-
firmed.

They were inoculated on 
november 23. All of them are 
from nong Cong district.

on november 23, the dis-
trict’s health centre organised 
the second doses of vero Cell 
vaccine for workers and 
employees at Kim viet Shoe Co 
Ltd in nong Cong Town Indus-
trial Complex.

All people who registered for 
the vaccination underwent 
health screening by local med-
ical workers and were advised 

about the kind of vaccine they 
would be vaccinated with as 
well as possible reactions.

During the vaccination, local 
medical workers found some 
people with reactions after 
injection. Five of them had 
serious symptoms and were 
diagnosed with anaphylaxis.

They were immediately given 
emergency treatment at the site 
by medical workers of the dis-
tricts’ General Hospital and then 
transferred to the provincial 
General Hospital for treatment.

However, two died at 12:45am 
and 8:45am on november 24, 
respectively.

The provincial Department 
of Health asked health experts 
to assess the cause and report 
to the ministry of Health for 
further guidance.

vero Cell Covid-19 vaccine, 
Inactivated vaccine was 
approved for emergency use in 
vietnam in early June. The vac-
cine is produced by China’s 
Sinopharm.

vietnam administered more 
than 113 million doses of Cov-
id-19 vaccine as of 3pm (0800 
GmT) on november 24.

As many as 35 out 63 locali-
ties report having vaccinated 
over 50 per cent of their adult 
population with two full jabs.

meanwhile, 59 localities have 
inoculated more than 70 per 
cent of their adult population 
with the first dose, including 23 
localities vaccinating more 
than 95 per cent of their citi-
zens aged over 18 such as 
Hanoi, Hai Phong, Ha nam, 
bac ninh, vinh Phuc, Quang 
ninh, Danang, Phu Yen, Khanh 
Hoa, ninh Thuan, Ho Chi minh 
City, ba ria-vung Tau, Dong 
nai, Long An, Lam Dong, Can 
Tho, ben Tre, vinh Long, binh 
Duong, Kien Giang and Hau 
Giang.

only four out of 63 provinces 
and cities posted lower than 70 
per cent coverage of first dose 
among the adult population, 
namely Son La, Thanh Hoa, 
nghe An and Quang binh.

The health ministry aims to 
finish administering 150 mil-
lion doses of vaccine – costing 
around $1.1 billion – for 75 mil-
lion people, or 75 per cent of 
the population by April to 
achieve herd immunity. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A Philippine police investigator inspects the body of a suspected victim of extrajudicial killing. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

The sign leading to Kim Viet Shoe Co Ltd in Nong Cong Town Industrial 
Complex, in Thanh Hoa province’s Nong Cong district of northern Vietnam. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY



W
OMEN, Peace and Secu-
rity (WPS) agenda is one 
of Cambodia’s priorities 
for our Chairmanship of 

ASEAN in 2022. Just last month, 
Cambodia hosted the first Asia-Eu-
rope Forum on Women, Peace and 
Security, as a side event of the 13th 
Asia-Europe Summit (ASEM13), and 
all ASEM partners have extended full 
support to such initiative and 
encouraged for its continuation. 

As far as the Covid-19 pandemic is 
concerned, a pertinent question is 
being raised on whether the WPS agen-
da should also include women’s roles in 
the recovery efforts from the pandemic. 

In addressing this question, we 
need to understand the words 
“peace” and “security” beyond their 
literal sense. Peace and security have 
impacts on both men and women 
alike; therefore they should equally 
contribute to addressing these mat-
ters for effective outcomes. 

“Women” represent a workforce 
with no fewer potentials than men in 
our modern world. Some statistics 
show the present global gender ratio 
at over 101.68 males per 100 females. 
In Cambodia, women comprise over 
51 per cent of our population. There-
fore, it would be a great loss to our 
societies to not include women as 
part of our manpower or human 
resources to address issues and bring 
progress in the political-security, eco-
nomic and socio-cultural spheres. 

The word «Peace» is much more 
than the absence of war involving 
armed conflicts.Comprehensive 
peace is the full spiritual and physical 
freedom from all kinds of threats and 
disturbances. It is an environment 
where people can live a decent life 
free from wants; that you don’t have 
to worry about your next meal, free 
from fear, violence, torture, discrimi-
nation and the list goes on.  It is a 
generally agreed wisdom that “there 
is no sustainable and inclusive devel-
opment without peace; and there is 
also no peace without sustainable 
and inclusive development”.

Likewise, there is a general agree-
ment that “security” has many dimen-
sions and not just the absence of the 
threats from armed conflicts. It essen-
tially means the state of being free 
from all kinds of danger, including 
health and economic wellbeing. We all 
have come across and used too often 
the terms food security, water security, 
information security, health security, 

which the world is trying to enhance 
in light of the Covid-19 crisis.

The unprecedented crisis has 
impacted the whole spectrum of 
society, starting from the danger to 
lives, disruption of our economies 
and sustainable development, 
destroying our livelihoods, and 
endangering peace and security as a 
result of paralysing social infrastruc-
ture and human capital.  Women, in 
particular, have been disproportion-
ately affected by the unprecedented 
crisis. In Cambodia, for example, 
average households in the garment 
and footwear sector, whose 80 per 
cent of workers are women, lost one-
third of their income.

Therefore, the WPS agenda is very 
much relevant to the pandemic and 
other crises, because it recognises the 
fundamental role of women in the 
prevention, resolution, relief and 
recovery from the challenges relating 
to peace and security. 

Another important question is, 
“How can we advance action on the 
WPS Agenda in national Covid-19 
responses?”

Here, we should advocate for a dif-
ferent perspective of women. A view 
of women not as victims of crises, 
vulnerable to risks, and in need of 
protection, but as active participants 
and constructive contributors to 
effective solutions and social 
progress. This requires top-level 
political recognition of the important 
role of women and policy to leverage 
their potentials,through empowering 
them to participate substantively in 
addressing socio-economic and 

political-security implications of 
Covid-19 at all levels.  At the same 
time, women themselves should not 
surrender to the negative perception 
of women as the weaker sex; and 
women should be willing to take on 
the challenges before them. 

In Cambodia, since the outbreak of 
Covid-19, women have been at the 
forefront of  prevention and response 
efforts—from frontline service delivery 
to the highest levels of decision-mak-
ing. We have women leadership and 
pro-active participation at the national 
vaccination campaign, resources 
mobilisation, and even for the estab-
lishment of the treatment and quaran-
tine centres, as well as recruitment of 
volunteer medical staff. 

Despite the pandemic and the fact 
that some of our troops had suc-
cumbed to Covid-19, Cambodia’s com-
mitment to the UN Peacekeeping 
Operations remains unshakable. Wom-
en’s role is always strongly highlighted 
in Cambodia’s participation in the 
peacekeeping missions. Cambodia 
ranks 13th out of 122 countries and 
2nd in ASEAN in contributing to the 
deployment of women peacekeepers. 
As of March 2021, Cambodia is the 
27th largest contributor of uniformed 
personnel to UN peacekeeping. Cam-
bodia currently deploys 767 peace-
keepers, 95 of whom are women, to the 
UN peacekeeping operations in Abyei, 
the Central African Republic, Lebanon, 
Mali, Sudan and South Sudan.

Indeed, cultural bias and systemic 
discrimination can stand in the way of 
women’s participation in activities 
outside of the comfort zone, and not 

just in the relief and recovery efforts 
and peacebuilding. Some social norms 
and traditions may in some ways 
restrict women’s participation to play 
pro-active and leadership roles in 
society. In Cambodia, we still have a 
prevailing mindset, which sees the 
best for women is for them to remain 
good homemakers. Higher education 
for girls, in many cases, is still consid-
ered a luxury; and for families with 
limited resources, priority for educa-
tion would most likely be given to 
boys. But this is changing, thanks to 
the government’spolicies that aim to 
empower women and girls for their 
meaningful participation in all sectors.

It is not by chance that Cambodia 
has chosen the WPS agenda as one of 
the priorities for its ASEAN Chair-
manship in 2022 under the theme 
“ASEAN ACT: Address Challenges 
Together”. We have a strong belief 
that lasting peace and prosperity can 
only be fully achieved with participa-
tion from the whole of society, 
including women and girls. 

Cambodia plans to organise the 
Second ASEAN Women Leaders’ 
Summit on Women Entrepreneurship 
next year. In ASEAN, there is a gener-
al view that micro, small and medi-
um enterprises (MSMEs) are an 
important driver for post-Covid-19 
recovery as they constitute between 
85 and 99 per cent of businesses, and 
the majority are owned by women. 
For Cambodia MSMEs contribute 
significantly to our economy, 
accounting for 70 per cent of employ-
ment and 58 per cent of our GDP, and 
roughly 61 per cent are women-
owned. Thus, the discussion on 
women’s entrepreneurship could not 
come at a better time. 

Cambodia through the ASEAN 
Committee on Women will lead the 
development of the ASEAN Regional 
Plan of Action (POA) on Women, 
Peace and Security in collaboration 
with Indonesia, and we expect to 
adopt the POA in 2022. Cambodia 
looks forward to working closely with 
all relevant stakeholders to promote 
the interests and roles of women in 
conflict prevention, conflict resolu-
tion, peacebuilding as well as in the 
implementation of the ASEAN Com-
prehensive Recovery Framework.
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Opinion

The writer is secretary of state for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation and ASEAN SOM Leader of 
Cambodia.
The article is adapted from the speech delivered 
at the Second ASEAN-Australia Women, 
Peace and Security Dialogue on Progressing 
Implementation on the Road to Recovery 
from Covid-19 held on November 9.

Cambodia’s take on WPS agenda  
in the context of Covid-19

Opinion  
Eat Sophea

Eat Sophea, foreign ministry secretary of state and Cambodian SOM leader, during the 
ASEAN-Russia Ministerial Meeting held via video conference in August. FOREIGN MINISTRY
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A
nTI-APArTHeID legend 
nelson mandela liked 
hearty, simple meals, like 
oxtail stew. It was a favou-

rite dish of South Africa’s first black 
president and now fills ravioli served 
in his former home, which has been 
transformed into a boutique hotel.

The inside of the building, hidden on a 
quiet street in a wealthy suburb of Johan-
nesburg, had been defaced by squatters.

but after a floor-to-ceiling remod-
el, now sunlight floods in from gen-
erous skylights and bay windows. 
The white facade is all that remains 
of the original building.

mandela lived there for eight years 
before moving to another home around 
the corner with his third wife Graca ma-
chel. He arrived shortly after his release 
from prison in 1990, and promptly set 
about meeting the neighbours, general 
manager Dimitri maritz said.

“He went knocking on every door, 
to introduce himself and invite 
neighbours for canapes and cock-
tails,” maritz said.

“A Chinese man shooed him away. 
When he realised he had shut the 
door in mandela’s face, it is said that 
he moved not long after that,” mar-
itz laughed, while noting the tale’s 
whiff of urban legend.

The hotel, named Sanctuary man-
dela, opened in September for guests 
seeking to bask in the ex-president’s 
calm and positive energy.

The presidential suite was once actu-
ally the president’s bedroom, though 
the heads of guests do not rest where his 
did. After the remodel, the bathroom is 
now where his bed once stood.

The window frames bear his nick-
name “madiba” and his robben Island 
prison number “466/64” – scratched 
into the wood by his grandson.

‘Not a fussy person’ 
After mandela’s release at age 71, 

he yearned for the simple pleasures 
he had been denied during 27 years 
in prison: playtime with his grand-
children, the scent of a rose, a sip of 
his favourite sweet Constantia wine.

“He was not a fussy person,” said 
chef Xoliswa ndoyiya, who served 
mandela’s meals for two decades.

She now heads the kitchen of the 
hotel’s restaurant, where every dish 
is inspired by his tastes.

“He did not want to see an oily 
plate, he didn’t have a sweet tongue. 
Fruit he would eat all the time, 
throughout the day,” she recalled.

“He was more a father than a boss. 
He made you feel comfortable, like 
you were part of his family.”

Like mandela, she’s ethnic Xhosa, 
giving her a shared food sensibility.

If she tried to impress mandela’s 
high-profile guests with food that he 
didn’t fancy, “he would say ‘Why are 
you not feeding me well?’ I would 
feel guilty for trying to please the 

guests instead of my boss,” she said.
He liked to eat his chicken with his 

fingers, cleaning the meat to the bone.
“With him, you must be humble. 

He taught us that people will know 
you for who you are. I miss him, 
very, very much.”

‘Not a museum’
For as much as the building has 

been remodelled, the management 
wants it to feel like a home.

Images of mandela on the walls 
show him playing peek-a-boo with 
a baby, dressed to the nines as a 

young lawyer, and standing with out-
stretched arms to read a newspaper.

rooms bear the nicknames, madi-
ba and Tata, that South Africans 
fondly used for him.

“It is not supposed to be a mu-
seum,” maritz said. “We wish to 
maintain a legacy, but it needs to 
be self-sustaining, it needs to stay 
alive.”

The goal of financial sustainabil-
ity is a key difference from other 
sites that memorialise the struggle 
against apartheid. 

Here, the assumption is that peo-
ple are coming for the peace and 
tranquility that the home offers. 
Which doesn’t mean that they won’t 
talk about mandela.

“We have so many stories,” maritz 
said. “but we only tell these stories if 
we are asked.”

“At first you come for madiba, the 
second time for the place itself,” he 
added, hoping that the new venture 
will embody mandela’s qualities: 
“Humility and elegance.” AFP

Former home of 
mandela turned 
into hotel to bask 
in calm energy

THe Sao Paulo stock exchange 
has taken down a statue of a 
bull reminiscent of the one on 
Wall Street after being hit by 
protests and a fine for install-
ing it without authorisation.

The one-tonne “golden 
bull”, as it was dubbed, was 
installed last week in the heart 
of brazil’s economic capital.

but it immediately became 
a target of graffiti, with mes-
sages such as “Tax the rich” 
painted on it, as well as pro-
tests over inequality, includ-
ing one in which anti-poverty 
activists held a barbeque be-
side it for the homeless.

That was followed by a rul-
ing Tuesday that the stock 
exchange failed to obtain the 
necessary permit from the 
city’s Urban Landscape Pro-
tection Commission.

The bull “was primarily ad-
vertising or promotional in 
nature,” and should not be 
installed on a public sidewalk, 
the commission ruled.

on Tuesday night, a crane re-
moved the three-metre tall bull, 
which was wrapped in plastic.

Installed on november 16, 
the statue drew immediate 
comparisons with “Charg-
ing bull,” the famed bronze 
sculpture by Italian artist Ar-
turo Di modica installed in 
new York’s financial district 
in the wake of the 1987 stock 
market crash.

However, the Sao Paulo stock 
exchange said the new York 
statue was not the inspiration 

for the brazilian work, which 
was created by artist and ar-
chitect rafael brancatelli.

brazil is one of the world’s 
most unequal countries, a 
problem that has deepened 
with the coronavirus pandem-
ic, whose economic fallout has 
hit hardest among the poor.

The Sao Paulo stock ex-
change is the largest in Latin 
America. AFP

not so bullish: Sao Paulo stock 
exchange removes bull statue

A TrADITIonAL Indian wed-
ding procession with pump-
ing music, fireworks, dancing 
and a marching brass band 
in shiny jackets has been 
blamed for the death of 63 
chickens.

ranjit Kumar Parida said the 
party was blasting out “ear-
splitting noise” as it passed 
his poultry farm in the eastern 
state of odisha shortly before 
midnight on Sunday.

“I asked the band operators 
to lower the volume as the 
music was too noisy and ter-
rifying the chickens. but they 
did not listen and the groom’s 
friends shouted at me,” Pari-
da said.

A vet told Parida the chick-
ens had died of a heart attack, 
and he filed a police complaint 
after the wedding organisers 
refused to pay compensation.

Zoology professor Surya-
kanta mishra, who has au-
thored a book on animal be-
haviour, told the Hindustan 
Times that loud noise in-
creases the risk of cardiovas-
cular disease in birds. 

“Chickens are governed by a 
circadian rhythm that is con-
trolled by the natural light/
dark cycle of day and night.

“Sudden excitement or 
stress due to loud music 
could disrupt their biological 
clock,” mishra said.

The story had a happy end-

ing – except for the chickens 
– after police convinced the 
warring parties to “solve the 
matter mutually”.

“We have not initiated any 
action as [the poultry farmer] 
withdrew the complaint,” 
police official Droupadi Das 
said. AFP

Indian wedding music blamed 
for 63 chickens’ fatal ‘heart attack’

Hidden on a quiet street in a wealthy Johannesburg suburb, the former home of Nelson Mandela is now a boutique hotel. The white 
facade is all that remains of the original building. AFP

A general view of the presidential suite, and one-time bedroom of former South African 
President Nelson Mandela, at the Sanctuary Mandela boutique hotel in Johannesburg 
on November 19. AFP

People pose with a replica of the ‘Charging Bull’ (known as the Wall Street 
Bull) statue outside Sao Paulo’s Stock Exchange (B3) headquarters in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. AFP

A flock of country chickens is seen at a farm on the outskirts of  
Bangalore. A traditional Indian wedding procession has been blamed 
for the death of 63 chickens. AFP



A 
heAlth coach from 
Antigua and Bar-
buda has won two 
tickets worth almost 

$1 million to be among Virgin 
Galactic’s first space tourists 
– and plans to take the trip 
of a lifetime with her teenage 
daughter.

Keisha Schahaff, 44, said 
she wanted to cross the final 
frontier with her 17-year-old, 
a science student living in 
Britain who dreams of one 
day working for NASA. 

Virgin Galactic founder 
Richard Branson surprised 
Schahaff with the news at 
her home in the Caribbean in 
early November.

“I just thought I was doing a 
zoom interview,” she said.

“When I saw Richard Bran-
son walking in I just started 
screaming! I couldn’t believe it.”

“I always was interested 
in space as a little girl,” she 
added. “this is a great op-
portunity for me to feel alive 
and to just make the greatest 
adventure ever.”

Schahaff won the prize after 
entering a fundraiser sweep-
stakes organised by Virgin Ga-
lactic on the Omaze platform, 
which raised $1.7 million. 
the money will be donated to 
non-government group Space 
for humanity, which works 
for wider access to space. 

the amount she donated 

was not made public, but en-
try started with a minimum 
contribution of $10. 

Schahaff, a health and en-
ergy coach who works in par-
ticular with women, decided 
to take a shot at the prize after 
seeing an advertisement on a 
Virgin Atlantic flight.

“I just filled out the applica-
tion, did what was required 
. . . not realising that I would 
have actually gotten a re-
sponse to it,” she said. 

“I’m very encouraged to in-
spire others to also live their 
dream.”

the drive attracted nearly 
165,000 participants in eight 
weeks, Virgin Galactic said in 
a statement. 

‘Equal access to space’
Wednesday’s announcement 

aimed to show that space tour-
ism is opening up opportu-
nities for a variety of people, 
despite prices remaining well 
beyond the reach of most.

“Being able to give people of 
all ages and backgrounds equal 
access to space, and in turn, 
the opportunity to lead and 
inspire others back on earth, is 
what Virgin Galactic has been 
building towards for the past 
two decades,” said Branson.

the British septuagenar-
ian flew in his company’s test 
mission to space in July, beat-
ing by a matter of days Blue 

Origin owner Jeff Bezos in 
their billionaire space race. 

Schahaff will be among the 
first of Virgin Galactic’s space 
tourists, but her place in the 
line has yet to be determined, a 
company spokesperson said.

Virgin Galactic has already 
pre-sold some 700 space 
tickets: 600 between 2005 
and 2014 for up to $250,000 
apiece, and another 100 since 
August, when they were relist-
ed for a price of $450,000. 

their aim is to sell 1,000 in 
total before the launch of com-
mercial flights, the first of which 
is to take place in late 2022. 

the proposed trip offers a few 
minutes in zero gravity. A giant 
carrier plane takes off from a 
traditional runway carrying 
the space vessel, which looks 
like a large private jet, and then 
releases it at a high altitude. 

the space plane then ig-
nites its own rocket engine 
until it exceeds 80km above 
sea level – the lower limit of 
space, according to the US 
military – before gliding back 
to the runway.

Amazon founder Bezos’s 
company Blue Origin is also 
offering suborbital flights, 
but aboard a rocket that takes 
off from the more traditional 
vertical position. 

Blue Origin’s third crewed 
flight is scheduled for early 
December. AFP

Mother and daughter 
bound for space after 
winning competition

The Virgin Galactic SpaceShipTwo space plane Unity flies at Spaceport America, near Truth and Consequences, 
New Mexico, on July 11 before travel to the cosmos. AFP

(From left to right) Omaze CEO and co-founder Matt Pohlson, Sir Richard Branson, Keisha S and Space For 
Humanity executive director Rachel Lyons pose for a photo in Antigua on November 6. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 It may be rigged
  5 Like some humor
 10 Three of a kind
 14 “May I get you anything ___?”
 15 Slow tempo
 16 Chicken part
 17 Roll the dice
 20 Napkin’s place
 21 Aces, sometimes
 22 Follow on the heels of
 23 “Idylls of the King” character
 24 Wall Street news items
 26 Entangling quagmire
 29 Confronts
 30 Andy’s radio partner of old
 31 Even if, briefly
 32 Vientiane citizen
 35 What gamblers hope for
 39 Before-time link
 40 Carry away, in a way
 41 Length x width, for a rectangle
 42 Sports figures
 43 Inexpensive diner
 45 Fingernail polish remover ingredient
 48 It’s behind the altar

 49 Harbor structure
 50 Much
 51 What a wife is called
 54 It could be a life-saver
 58 Employs
 59 Blood-loving worm
 60 Biblical birthright seller
 61 Microscope component
 62 Aquarium structures
 63 Chinese secret society
DOWN
  1 Unload, as stock
  2 “Guilty,” e.g.
  3 “... and make it fast!”
  4 Clerical nickname
  5 Some pancakes
  6 Judged, as a film
  7 Food scraps
  8 In times past
  9 Grumpy’s comrade
 10 Jew’s-harp sounds
 11 Shampoo bottles’ final dictum
 12 Acquire, as expenses
 13 S-shaped moldings
 18 Millions of years
 19 “... upon receipt ___”
 23 One way to go

 24 Photo choice
 25 It has the last word
 26 Sudanese Republic, now
 27 Don’t keep in
 28 Decomposes
 29 Imitates Tinker Bell
 31 Decrease in intensity
 32 Fishing bait
 33 Slam-bang tennis server
 34 “I’ll go along with that”
 36 Acquit
 37 Enthusiastic flair
 38 When repeated, like some shows
 42 Kind of fracture
 43 Particular periods of history
 44 ___ Spumante
 45 More than bad
 46 Pursue wild geese?
 47 Consumed
 48 Smart ___ (wise guy)
 50 Words before “of thieves”
 51 Japanese soup
 52 Horse color
 53 Like a bug in a rug
 55 Final (Abbr.)
 56 Somewhat vast grassy area
 57 Collector’s collection

“RANDOM SAMPLING”

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle
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m
anchester city 
beat Paris saint-
Germain 2-1 on 
Wednesday but 

both clubs qualified for the last 
16 of the champions League, 
along with real madrid, Inter 
milan and sporting Lisbon.

Gabriel Jesus tapped in 
from bernardo silva’s deft 
knockdown on 76 minutes to 
settle an absorbing match at 
the etihad after raheem ster-
ling had cancelled out Kylian 
mbappe’s goal.

before Jesus sent the crowd 
wild in manchester, neymar shot 
wide to blow a golden chance 
to put the Parisians ahead.

Lionel messi had a low-
key game and sergio ramos, 
named among the substi-
tutes, was not called on to 
make his PsG debut.

Pep Guardiola’s city, the 
beaten finalists last season, 
are guaranteed of winning 
Group a, while PsG quali-
fied in second place despite 
the defeat because rb Leipzig 
thrashed club brugge 5-0 in 
belgium.

PsG coach mauricio Pochet-
tino, in the city where he is be-
ing linked with the vacant man-
chester United job, insisted his 
expensively-assembled side 
were showing improvement.

“We have to improve,” add-
ed Pochettino. “I am happy in 
the process. things are bet-
ter than one month ago and 
much better than two months 
ago. Little by little the team is 
going to improve.”

about the United rumours, 
the former tottenham coach 
said: “We are living in a busi-
ness that rumours are there, 
sometimes positive, some-
times negative.”

Guilty verdict and a goal
Karim benzema scored just 

hours after being found guilty 
by a French court in a black-
mail case as real madrid 
eased past sheriff tiraspol 3-0 
to reach the knockout stage.

the French striker notched 
his team’s third goal of a con-
fident display in transnistria 
after David alaba’s free-kick 
and toni Kroos’ strike as real 
took revenge for their shock 
2-1 loss to sheriff in madrid 
earlier this season.

real coach carlo ancelotti 
said the court verdict, and 
the one-year suspended jail 
sentence benzema received 
for his part in blackmailing 
former France teammate ma-
thieu valbuena with a sextape, 
had not affected the striker.

“We have not talked about 
it [the court verdict], he is 
calm, it is a subject concern-
ing him that we have been 
talking about for a long time,” 
ancelotti said.

the victory sent the span-
ish giants back to the top of 
Group D, two points clear of 
second-placed Inter milan, 
who also qualified for the last 
16 after beating shakhtar Do-
netsk 2-0 thanks to two edin 
Dzeko goals.

sporting Lisbon reached 

the knockout phase for the 
first time since the 2008-2009 
season as they beat borussia 
Dortmund 3-1 in the Portu-
guese capital.

Pedro Goncalves netted 
twice as sporting got the two-
goal winning margin they 
needed to end the Germans’ 
hopes of advancing to the 
knock-out stages.

Dortmund’s campaign has 
been derailed by the contin-

ued absence of erling haa-
land with a hip injury and 
they will have to settle for a 
place in the europa League.

Liverpool were already 
qualified for the last 16 going 
into their tie against Porto at 
anfield and thiago alcan-
tara’s superb low shot and mo-
hamed salah’s sixth goal of this 
season’s group phase wrapped 
up a comfortable 2-0 win.

atletico madrid lost 1-0 at 

home to ac milan after a dra-
matic late winner from milan 
substitute Junior messias, a 
defeat that leaves the span-
ish side bottom of Liverpool’s 
Group b.

Diego simeone’s team must 
beat Porto in their final game 
on December 7 and hope that 
Liverpool win away against 
ac milan, who sit just a point 
behind the Portuguese club. 
AFP

benzema 
gets 1 year 
suspension 
in sex case

Djoko won’t want to risk missing oz open – tiley

a French court on Wednes-
day gave real madrid striker 
Karim benzema a one-year 
suspended sentence for com-
plicity in a bid to blackmail 
his former France team-mate 
mathieu valbuena with a sex 
tape.

the sentence was tougher 
than that sought by prosecu-
tors against the 33-year-old 
player over the 2015 extortion 
attempt, which led benzema to 
be cast out of the France team 
for five-and-a-half years.

benzema was not in court in 
the Paris suburb of versailles for 
the verdict, which comes hours 
before real madrid take on 
sheriff tiraspol in a champions 
League game in moldova.

his defence team immedi-
ately announced plans for an 
appeal.

speaking to reporters at the 
courthouse, one of his lawyers, 
sylvain cormier, said he was 
“quite stunned by the ruling”.

the prosecution had called 
for benzema, who was one of 
five people  charged over an 
affair that rocked the French 
national team, to be given a 
10-month suspended sen-
tence.

benzema did not attend his 
trial last month, citing profes-
sional commitments. 

the verdict is not expected 
to damage his career, with 
French football federation 
president noel Le Graet say-
ing he could keep his place in 
Les bleus even if convicted 
and real madrid also remain-
ing supportive of their star 
player.

but benzema’s conviction 
nonetheless cast a pall over his 
stunning comeback to the 
national team earlier this year 
after a years-long absence.

benzema has scored nine 
times since being recalled by 
France manager Didier Des-
champs for the euro 2020 
finals – delayed by a year due 
to the coronavirus pandemic 
– making him the fifth-highest 
scorer in the history of Les 
bleus. AFP

nIne-tIme australian open champion 
novak Djokovic won’t want to risk miss-
ing out on winning a record 21st Grand 
slam title, tournament chief craig tiley 
predicted thursday as a bumper series 
of lead-up events was announced.

all players heading to australia for 
the opening major of the year in Janu-
ary must be vaccinated against covid, 
casting doubt on whether the serbian 

world number one will play.
Djokovic, who is gunning for a record-

breaking 21st slam crown, has refused 
to reveal if he has been inoculated.

“he has not shared his status with 
anyone,” tiley told sports radio station 
sen. he believes that what you say 
around your medical position is pri-
vate and he believes people should 
have the right to choose.”

but tiley added: “novak has won 
nine australian opens and I’m sure 
he wants to get to 10. 

“he’s on 20 Grand slam titles as is 
rafa nadal, who is coming, and roger 
Federer, so one of them is going to sur-
pass the other. 

“I don’t think novak will want to leave 
that feat to someone else. 

“one thing is for sure, if he is playing 
here in January, then he is vaccinated.”

Djokovic said at the weekend that 
“we’ll have to wait and see” when 
asked whether he will be at melbourne 
Park to defend his title.

currently around 85 per cent of play-
ers have got the jab and tiley said he 
expected that to reach between 95 and 
100 per cent by January.

“We take a lot of credit for that because 
we put a vaccination requirement on it 
[coming to australia],” he said.

Massive challenge
his comments came as the season-

opening schedule was released after 
repeated delays as organisers worked out 
what could be played where as australia 
gradually relaxes state and international 
borders after long covid lockdowns.

all australian open lead-up events 
took place at melbourne Park this 
year in bio-secure conditions after 
players were forced to quarantine in 
hotels for 14 days.

Fully vaccinated players are expected 
to be able to enter australia without 
being quarantined or confined to bub-
bles in 2022, with sydney and adelaide 
returning to the calendar.

brisbane, Perth and hobart, which 
traditionally hold events, miss out for 
a second year, as does auckland in 
new Zealand.

“It is not news to anyone that the pan-
demic, closed borders and varying rates 
of vaccination created a massive chal-
lenge for us and led to the changes spe-
cifically for the summer,” said tiley. 

“It’s why we waited as long as pos-
sible to secure optimal conditions for 
the players and fans in as many loca-
tions as we could.”

the men’s atP cup, won this year 
by a ruthless russian team spear-
headed by Daniil medvedev and 
andrey rublev, and by Djokovic’s ser-
bia the year before, will kick off the 
season on January 1 in sydney.

It will be followed the week after by 
the sydney tennis classic, a combined 
men’s and women’s atP-Wta event.

top-level tennis returns to adelaide 
with a fortnight of combined men’s and 
women’s competition from January 2.

there will also be action in mel-
bourne with three tournaments – two 
Wta and one atP – from January 3-9 
ahead of the australian open starting 
on January 17. AFP

manchester city, PsG, real madrid 
among champions League last 16

Manchester City midfielder Rodri (right) wins a header from Paris Saint-Germain defender Achraf Hakimi 
during the UEFA Champions League Group A football match on Wednesday. AFP

Real Madrid's French forward 
Karim Benzema during the UEFA 
Champions League football 
match against Sheriff on
Wednesday. AFP

Novak Djokovic celebrates with the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup trophy after his 
victory against Russia’s Daniil Medvedev on Day 14 of the Australian Open tennis  
tournament in February. AFP
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