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THE coronavirus pandemic 
will cost the global tourism 
sector $2.0 trillion in lost rev-
enue this year, the UN’s tour-
ism body said on November 
29, calling the sector’s recov-
ery “fragile” and “slow”.

The forecast from the 
Madrid-based World Tour-
ism Organisation (UNWTO) 
comes as Europe is grappling 
with a surge in infections and 
as a new heavily mutated 
Covid-19 variant, dubbed 
“Omicron”, spreads across 
the globe.

International tourist arriv-
als will this year remain 70-75 
per cent below the 1.5 billion 
arrivals recorded in 2019 be-
fore the pandemic hit, a simi-
lar decline as in 2020, accord-
ing to the body.

The global tourism sec-
tor already lost $2.0 trillion 
in revenues last year due to 
the pandemic, according to 
the UNWTO, making it one 
of sectors hit hardest by the 
health crisis.

While the UN body charged 
with promoting tourism does 
not have an estimate for how 
the sector will perform next 
year, its medium-term out-
look is not encouraging.

“Despite the recent im-
provements, uneven vaccina-
tion rates around the world 
and new Covid-19 strains” 
such as the Delta variant and 
Omicron “could impact the 
already slow and fragile recov-
ery”, it said in a statement.

“It’s a historical crisis in the 
tourism industry but again 
tourism has the power to re-
cover quite fast,” UNWTO head 
Zurab Pololikashvili told AFP 
ahead of the start of the UN-
WTO’s annual general assembly 
in Madrid on November 30.

“I really hope that 2022 will be 
much better than 2021.” AFP

Hin Pisei

CAMBODIA generated 98.460 
billion riel ($24.21 million) 
in non-tax revenue from the 
mining sector in the first nine 
months of this year, up by 
27.06 per cent year-on-year 
from 77.48924 billion, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Mines 
and Energy.

This is equivalent to 96.15 per 
cent of the 102.400 billion riel 
target set in the 2021 budget law.

“Non-tax revenue” refers to 
recurring income obtained by 
the ministry through sources 
other than taxes such as li-
censing fees, land leases, roy-
alties and penalties, according 
to Yos Monirath, the minis-
try’s former director-general 

for Mineral Resources.
His successor, Ung Dipola, 

told The Post on November 29 
that the reopening of almost 
all sectors, following the suc-
cess of the nationwide Covid-
19 vaccination campaign, has 
yielded positive effects on 
economic recovery.

Citing initial assessments, 
Dipola said the department 

expects non-tax revenue from 
the mining sector to exceed 
the 2021 target by 20-25 per 
cent by the end of the year.

The ministry predicts that 
these revenues will continue 
to grow each year, buoyed 
by demand for minerals and 
materials for construction, he 
said, adding that existing gold 
production operations are ex-

pected to reach full capacity 
next year and that coal exports 
are also forecast to expand.

According to Dipola, the 
ministry plans to collect 
140.772 billion riel in non-tax 
revenue from the sector next 
year, an increase of 37.47 per 
cent from this year’s target.

Covid-19 to
cost global
tourism $2T
in 2021: UN

Mineral non-tax revenue 96% of goal
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O
VER 2,000ha out 
of more than 
10,000ha of flooded 
forestland around 

the Tonle Sap Lake have been 
seized, with more than a doz-
en offenders already begging 
for clemency for their en-
croachment on the protected 
areas which the government 

says must be preserved as 
fish-spawning habitat. 

The confiscation came just 
one day after Prime Minister 
Hun Sen ordered Minister of 
Land Management, Urban 
Planning and Construction 
Chea Sophara and other rel-
evant authorities to inves-
tigate the “anarchy” taking 
place around the lake and 
crack down on the wide-

spread encroachment and 
deforestation there. 

Before the operation began, 
the land management ministry 
set up six working groups with 
components from different 
ministries to investigate por-
tions of six provinces around 
the lake: Kampong Chhnang, 
Pursat, Battambang, Banteay 
Meanchey, Siem Reap and 
Kampong Thom.

Kampong Chhnang provin-
cial governor Sun Sovannarith 
told The Post on November 29 
that the working group had al-
ready confiscated more than 
2,000ha of flooded forestland 
in Kampong Leng district’s 
Chranouk commune. 

He said 13 people were in-
volved in the encroachment

Over 2,000ha of flooded
forest seized in new push
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red carpet treatment
Lao prime minister phankham viphavanh is visiting Cambodia from november 29-30 at the invitation of prime minister Hun sen, where he will be granted a royal 
audience with King norodom sihamoni at the royal palace, and meet with senate president say Chhum and national Assembly president Heng samrin. SPM
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Mom Kunthear

K
InD words are being 
paid in tribute to the 
late Prince norodom 
ranariddh, the sec-

ond son of the late King Fa-
ther norodom Sihanouk, who 
passed away in France at the 
age of 77 on november 28. 

In his early political career, 
Prince ranariddh served as 
First Prime minister of Cam-
bodia with Hun Sen as Sec-
ond Prime minister in a co-
alition government following 
an election organised by the 
Un Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia in 1993.

“He was a person with a 
good heart who loved his 
colleagues and subordinates 
and achieved things for the 
people like building streets, 
water wells and making do-
nations to the poor,” said 
nhek bun Chhay, the prince’s 
close companion since the 
1980s and the leader of the 
Khmer national United Party 
(KnUP).

bun Chhay said he was 
saddened by the loss of 
Prince ranariddh whom he 
had followed since the 1980s 
through various struggles, 
including 1993 and the sub-
sequent period where he was 
prime minister, although 
they did have some disagree-

ments with each other.  
“I last saw him on Septem-

ber 13, 2019, before he left 
to get medical treatment in 
France. We both wanted the 
KnUP and FUnCInPeC par-
ties to merge but the plan 
got hung up due to some 
problems. His intention was 
to unify all of the royalist fac-
tions but the attempt failed 
due to objections from some 
people,” he said.

All Cambodian people, from 
ordinary citizens to govern-
ment leaders, share the sor-
rows of the royal family. They 
include Prime minister Hun 
Sen, national Assembly presi-
dent Heng Samrin, Senate 
President Say Chhum, minis-
ter of Interior Sar Kheng and 
minister of Defence Tea banh.

ranariddh’s eldest son 
Prince norodom Chakravuth, 
who is once again apparently 
the president of FUnCInPeC, 
wrote a letter informing party 
members and the general 
public of his father’s death. 

“The body of Prince noro-
dom ranariddh will be es-
corted to Cambodia soon,” he 
said in the letter.

Chakravuth also led party 
members in a gathering to pay 
their respects to the memory of 
his father at botum pagoda in 
Phnom Penh on november 29.

Keo remy, president of the 

Cambodian Human rights 
Committee, said he used to 
work with ranariddh frequent-
ly and even when they had op-
posite views from each other he 
was able to find some middle-
ground compromise with him.  

The Australian embassy in 
Phnom Penh extended their 
condolences to the royal fam-
ily and the Cambodian people 
on the death of Prince rana-
riddh, saying his contributions 
to Cambodian politics would 
always be remembered.

US ambassador to Cambo-
dia Patrick murphy also ex-
pressed his condolences for 

the loss of the prince, men-
tioning his many years of pub-
lic service which included his 
role as prime minister from 
1993 to 1997 and serving as nA 
president from 1998 to 2006.  

“my condolences to the 
royal family and to the people 
of the Kingdom for your loss,” 
he tweeted.

Similarly, UK ambassador 
to Cambodia Tina redshaw 
tweeted: “my sincerest con-
dolences to the Cambodian 
royal family and the people 
of Cambodian on the pass-
ing of HrH Prince norodom 
ranariddh , who played such 

a critical role in Cambodian 
politics.”

veteran journalist and 
journalism professor moeun 
Chhean narith, who inter-
viewed Prince ranariddh 
many times over the years, 
said it was his view that the 
prince had a firm under-
standing of the principles of 
democracy, freedom of ex-
pression and freedom of the 
press that was rooted in the 
time that the prince spent 
as a law professor in France, 
which was his full-time career 
before he entered Cambodian 
politics in 1993. 

“When he was the presi-
dent of FUnCInPeC, first 
prime minister and president 
of the national Assembly, he 
always gave opportunities for 
journalists to interview him,” 
Chhean narith said, adding 
that he felt ranariddh was a 
model for good leadership in 
a democratic society.

“Like the old saying goes – 
the leaf doesn’t fall far from 
the tree. He had the mentality, 
heart and demeanour of his 
father. He was always friendly 
to everyone without discrimi-
nation and just loved all peo-
ple in general,” he said.

Orm Bunthoeurn

THe Chapei Amatak Asso-
ciation (CAA) will present a 
group performance by mu-
sicians playing the chapei 
dang veng – the traditional 
Khmer two-stringed guitar – 
in Kampong Speu province 
on november 30 to celebrate 
the 5th anniversary of the in-
strument being placed on the 
UneSCo Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity list.

CAA president Pech Sarath 
said on november 29 that 
the show, to be held in 
Thmey Chhongrouk village of 
Thpong district’s Ya Ang com-
mune, will feature three gen-
erations of chapei dang veng 
players – including masters, 
journeymen and apprentices. 

Sarath said that before the 
concert, which will start at 
9am and run to 11am, there 
will be a folk game played 
called Chamroeun chapei 
dang veng and there are also 
volunteers from the Lakhon 
Khol Khmer masked Theatre 
who will put on a traditional 
show as well. 

Sarath said he had noted 
that young people in the 
modern era do not often meet 
to talk about the chapei dang 
veng or other ancient Khmer 
folk arts. Therefore, the con-

cert is organised with three 
groups according to age and 
skill, because Khmer tradi-
tional arts will be in the hands 
of young people eventually 
and they must be instructed 
in these matters to prevent 
the traditions from dying.

“I encourage children to 
participate because they are 
the heirs and successors of 

the Khmer cultural heritage. 
If in the future we lose sup-
port, only the current youth 
and children learning these 
arts will be able to ensure 
they survive,” he said. 

Sarath said the performance 
will include a song dedicated 
to the craftsman deity Preah 
Pisnukar (or vishvakarma in 
Sanskrit). Another highlight 

would be when the elders and 
young people sing the Ladi Tra 
song together while all playing 
the chapei dang veng.

 There will also be a display 
of 21 chapei dang vengs with 
some sized for children and 
others for women or men.

Funan Art group leader Sup 
Sakara said the show was a good 
starting point because an audi-

ence will always show up when 
there is a celebration like this. 

The audience will be able 
to see the kinds of shows that 
their group put on and per-
haps become more interest-
ed in Khmer traditional art, 
and with this longer chapei 
dang veng performance, the 
organisers can present the 
songs in their original for-
mats to the audience.

“Those who come to the 
concert will hear chapei songs 
and learn chapei history. We 
hope the young people pres-
ent become interested in the 
instrument and want to find 
out more or even decide to 
take lessons and learn how to 
play it themselves,” he said. 

Sakara said that in order for 
the art form to catch on with 
the new generation of young 
people to encourage them to 
become more supportive of 
Khmer classical art, the cur-
rent leaders in these art forms 
with the highest mastery of 
the skills required must spend 
time organising events like 
this one, motivating young 
people and educating them. 

“If people know how to sup-
port Khmer traditional arts, 
then we believe that they will. 
So if there are training classes 
in the villages, communes or 
schools to make these arts 

more visible, there will be 
more support,” he said.

Siyonn Sophearith, the 
ministry’s director-general 
of techniques for cultural af-
fairs, said on november 29 
that the association and its 
artists have raised the value 
of Khmer traditional arts and 
the ministry fully supports 
their activities and encourag-
es all associations related to 
the intangible Khmer cultural 
heritage to grow and expand.

He added that the ministry 
has promoted the event in the 
form of a memorial night on 
november 28 and via posts 
to social media like Facebook 
and with advertisements on 
television. 

The ministry has also asked 
those who are masters in an art 
form that is part of Khmer heri-
tage to train apprentices in the 
communities where they live.

According to Sophearith, the 
ministry also plans to attract 
more participants after notic-
ing that there is more partici-
pation after two concerts with 
chapei dang veng performing 
the stories of Sovannasam 
Cheadok and Soben Komar. 

“Those stories are very popular 
when done as a stage show and 
we can use them to showcase 
the chapei and increase people’s 
interest in it,” he said.

Chapei concert marks fifth year of UneSCo listing 

The late Prince Norodom Ranariddh attends the FUNCINPEC party congress in 2017. HENG CHIVOAN

Poster announcing the big chapei dang veng concert in Kampong Speu on November 30. LIVING CHAPEI COMMUNITY

ranariddh’s 
eventful life 
paid tribute 
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Cambodia welcomes 7th east Asian Sea Congress
Voun Dara

WITH Cambodia playing host this 
year to the 7th east Asian Sea Con-
gress, the ministry of environment 
– in cooperation with the Preah Si-
hanouk Provincial Administration 
– has organised a press junket from 
november 28 to December 2 in Si-
hanoukville to promote the govern-
ment’s achievements in the coastal 
province such as the preservation of 
natural resources and biodiversity 
as well as showcasing the region’s 
potential for seaside eco-tourism. 

 environment ministry secretary of 
state neth Pheaktra said Cambodia is 
ready to host this year’s sea congress 
and has chosen Preah Sihanouk as 
the venue for the meeting.  

 Pheaktra said this year’s sea 
congress would be held under the 
theme “Charting a new Decade of 

HoPe [Healthy oceans, People, and 
economies]”. 

Thirty national and international 
journalists from 16 media outlets 
took part in the five-day press tour.

“This visit is designed to show the 
public the leadership of Cambodia 
under [Prime minister Hun Sen] ... It 
will show our progress and achieve-
ments in the sustainable develop-
ment of Cambodia’s coastal areas, 
especially in Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince where the government has cre-
ated a multi-purpose model special 
economic zone,” he said.

According to Pheaktra, journal-
ists on the trip would also visit such 
places as the beautiful beaches of 
the province and also be shown the 
infrastructure that has been built 
recently including the 34 roads that 
have been constructed in an effort 
to modernise the province. 

He said he would also be showing 
the journalists the wastewater treat-
ment plant and the solid waste dis-
posal system. Furthermore, he said 
he would explain the government’s 
efforts to responsibly manage con-
servation of the Cambodian coast.

Pheaktra expressed optimism that 
the people of Cambodia and the world 
would soon become more aware of the 
developments taking place in the prov-
ince and the richness of its potential. 

“In recent years, Preah Sihanouk 
province has changed a lot from being 
a quiet province to a bustling and vi-
brant province for tourism with a grow-
ing economy and industry,” he said.

Pheaktra said it is hoped that the 
east Asian Sea Congress will promote 
the creation of new opportunities for 
regional partnerships, the use of in-
novative technologies, and increase 
the investment and financing neces-

sary to sustain responsible develop-
ment and conserve the coastal and 
marine environments. 

He said the congress participants 
also hope to set a clear roadmap for 
solutions to maritime issues for the 

coming decade in line with the Un 
Decade of ocean Science, the 2030 
Agenda for SD, UnFCCC, the Post-
2020 Global biodiversity Framework 
and related maritime and conserva-
tion agreements.

Continued from page 1

in that area but all of them 
had come forward and con-
fessed in order to try and get 
clemency. The authorities 
did not arrest them but in-
stead warned and educated 
them – despite Hun Sen’s di-
rect admonition in his speech 
the previous evening that the 
time for “educating” offend-
ers was over with.  

“We are working with the 
ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries and pro-
vincial administration to come 
up with a plan to reforest this 
area. We will plant trees that 
are resilient and will thrive in 
the flooded areas,” he said.

royal Academy of Cambo-
dia president Sok Touch – who 
set the wheels in motion on 
this operation with his investi-
gation of the areas around the 
lake which he reported to Hun 
Sen – told The Post on no-
vember 29 that the 2,000ha of 
flooded forest was just a small 
portion of the total area that 
has been encroached upon by 
just a small group of people.

Touch said the other prov-
inces around Tonle Sap also 
suffered from even more seri-
ous encroachments – covering 
tens of thousands of hectares 
– and that many high-ranking 
officials there were involved.

“The 2,000ha of land confis-
cated is just a small portion. 
There are numerous people 
involved. What I have found is 
that up to tens of thousands of 
hectares have been encroached 
upon and we have to seize all 
of the land back from them.

“In Pursat, the encroachment 
is bad enough that a village has 

even formed in the middle of 
the forest there. The 2,000ha 
they just took back involved 
just one person’s crimes. There 
are still hundreds of more peo-
ple involved,” he said. 

Agriculture minister veng Sak-
hon said the investigation had 
found that many thousands of 
hectares of flooded forested had 
been destroyed. In Kampong 
Thom alone, he said there are 
already a total of 40 cases being 
prepared for referral to court.

The 40 cases of encroach-
ment upon flooded forest-
lands in Kampong Thom 
cover more than 3,566ha with 
the crimes taking place from 
2019 to 2021 across the four 
districts of Stung Sen, baray, 
Stong and Kampong Svay.

“All of these cases have been 
sent to the Kampong Thom 
Provincial Court by our officials 
from the provincial agriculture 
department who acted in their 
capacity as judicial police. The 
cases are now in the hands of 
the investigating judge.

“only one out of the 40 cases 
has been tried, but the verdict 
has not yet been delivered by 
the court and the defendant 
in that case is – unfortunately 
– the deputy prosecutor of 
the Kampong Thom Provin-
cial Court,” Sakhon said.

Sok Touch said the flooded 
forests must be reclaimed 
and restored because they are 
where the lake’s fish spawn. 

He noted that fish from the 
Tonle Sap Lake has been the 
main source of protein in the 
diet of the Cambodian people 
for thousands of years and if the 
encroachment and deforesta-
tion continues, it will end up 
destroying those fisheries.

Deputy prosecutor of  
K Thom faces charges

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra leads the press tour. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Authorities investigate flooded forest encroachment at the Tonle Sap Lake 
in Kampong Chhnang province on Monday. FACEBOOK

Health ministry says no need 
to panic over omicron variant 
Mom Kunthear

T
He ministry of Health 
will advocate essen-
tially the same preven-
tive measures against 

the new SArS-Cov-2 omicron 
variant as with earlier strains, 
its senior official said. 

or vandine, the ministry’s 
spokeswoman, said the min-
istry and other relevant in-
stitutions were continuing to 
monitor the omicron variant, 
though scientists and the World 
Health organisation (WHo) 
have yet to confirm what the 
effects of the new variant are 
on the human body.

“The health ministry is pre-
pared because we have done 
this work for the past two 
years and the health minis-
ter has already instructed the 
relevant departments to fo-
cus on this variant, including 

increased testing of samples 
taken from suspected cases 
for further analysis to see if 
this variant is present.

“We will all look into this is-
sue. However, this is still a cor-
onavirus and no matter how it 
mutates that’s what it will be. 
So, the symptoms we have so 
far experienced are going to 
be the basic symptoms of it 
and we must always be vigi-
lant and quick to find out if we 
have Covid-19 when we have 
any symptoms,” she said.

vandine said individuals 
must take the utmost respon-
sibility to reduce the possibil-
ity of transmission from one 
person to another and moni-
tor their own health.

WHo representative to Cam-
bodia Li Ailan said what the 
government was doing was still 
effectively maintaining the bal-
ance between protection of pub-

lic health and people’s health.
“more recent information 

will help in dealing with the 
new Covid-19 variant. Two 
points I think need to be 
strengthened are tracking the 
disease and analysing new 
mutations as soon as pos-
sible,” she said. 

Li said individual protective 
measures are still important 
such as wearing masks, wash-
ing hands frequently and keep-
ing a safe distance from others. 
She said there should not be 
any overreactions at this time 
though some countries have 
imposed travel restrictions on 
parts of the African continent.

“Due to the uncertainty, we 
need to be prepared for out-
breaks or a surge in infections 
that may occur in the near fu-
ture,” she said. 

WHo said in a press state-
ment on november 27 that 

omicron is worrying because it 
has a large number of mutations 
to the spike protein that the vi-
rus uses to enter human cells. 
This spike protein is also what 
some current vaccines – such 
as the mrnA vaccines – are fo-
cused on in terms of generating 
an immune response and too 
many changes to it may lower 
those vaccines effectiveness. 

Preliminary evidence out of 
South Africa suggests the omi-
cron brings an increased risk 
of re-infection as compared to 
other strains of concern.

WHo said omicron has 
grown exponentially as a per 
cent of cases in certain parts 
of South Africa and at a faster 
rate than any previous surges 
in infections even from the 
Delta variant, suggesting that 
omicron may be even more 
transmissible and able to in-
fect people more easily.

Covid-19 patients are seen at the Premier Centre Sen Sok in Phnom Penh’s Sen Sok district in August. HONG MENEA



Lay Samean

T
HE Czech Republic 
has promised to en-
courage its small and 
medium-sized enter-

prises and private companies 
to invest in Cambodia and 
boost trade between the two 
countries, which in the past 
has been relatively insignifi-
cant in size.

The offer of assistance to in-
crease trade was made when 
National Assembly (NA) presi-
dent Heng Samrin met with new 
Czech ambassador to Cambo-
dia Martin Vavra on November 
29 at the NA to get acquainted 
and discuss matters of mutual 
interest to both nations.

Samrin requested the Czech 
Republic to continue promot-
ing trade, investment and 
tourism to Cambodia after the 
Covid-19 pandemic eases. 

“Cambodia and the Czech 
Republic have been linked to-
gether in cooperation for a long 
time and the two nations have 
always benefited from it,” he said. 

Samrin pointed out that his-
torically the Czechs have con-
tributed significantly to Cam-
bodia’s development ever since 
the era when they belonged to 
their former country of Czecho-
slovakia up to the present.

Vera then promised to work 
hard to encourage more Czech 
investors to invest in Cambodia.

“Czech companies are in-
vesting in Thailand and Viet-
nam, so I will study the situa-
tion and look for ways to boost 
trade cooperation between 
our two countries,” he said.

Vera said that in addition to 
investments, the Czech Re-
public has also provided aid 
to Cambodia in the health and 
education sectors.

“Recently, a lot of medical 
equipment was provided to the 
Takeo provincial hospital, and 
the Czech Republic continues 
to provide humanitarian assis-
tance to Cambodia, especially 
scholarships for Cambodian 

students and government of-
ficials to study in the Czech 
Republic,” Vera said. 

Samrin stated that King No-
rodom Sihamoni once stud-
ied in the Czech Republic’s 
high quality education system 
and spent a great deal of time 
there besides, so the country 
remains close to his heart. 

Kin Phea, director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Insti-
tute, said relations between 
the two countries are good 
but it has not yet reached the 
point of being a comprehen-
sive strategic relationship.

“In terms of relations, they 
are good – but the level of trade 
and the political and diplo-
matic importance of the two 
countries to each other are 
minimal at this time,” he said. 

Phea said that although the 
Czech Republic is a member 
of the EU and must operate 
within the EU framework to a 
large extent, they have in the 
past expressed support for 
Cambodia’s positions even 
when it put them at odds with 
the official EU position.

“It’s not because of the politi-
cal situation or even the geo-
graphical location. There’s just 
not much either side needs 
from the other right now in 
trade. It’s like with Russia. Our 
relationship with Russia is 
good but we don’t transact with 
them much either,” he said. 

Diplomatic relations between 
Cambodia and the Czech Re-
public date back to 1957 when 
the latter was still part of 
Czechoslovakia.  According to 
the UN Comtrade database on  
international trade, bilateral trade 
between the two countries stood 
at just over $80 million in 2020.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

WITH a cold weather front 
approaching in the next few 
days, the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Administration on 
November 28 distributed 
blankets, coats and cash to 
300 cyclo-drivers – most of 
whom are elderly and poor. 

Municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng said that in the near fu-
ture, the weather is expected 
to get very cold, which can 
have a negative impact on the 
lives of people, especially the 
elderly and children. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
November 23 recommended 
that all capital and provincial 
authorities across the country 
focus on the health of the el-
derly and the poor and needy 
by providing them with coats, 
blankets and mosquito nets. 

“As municipal governor and 
chairman of the board of the 
Cambodian Cyclo Foundation, 

I would like to donate one win-
ter coat, one scarf, one blanket 
and 50,000 riel [$12.50] to each 
of the 300 cyclo drivers ... for 
use during the upcoming cold 
weather,” he said. 

Sreng advised the cyclo-driv-
ers to continue to follow the 
Ministry of Health’s three dos 
and three don’ts guidelines to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19.

Lim Heng, a 67-year-old 
cyclo-driver from Kandal prov-
ince’s Koh Thom district, has 
been riding a cyclo in Phnom 
Penh since the 1990s. He told 
The Post that the gifts were very 
valuable to him because they 
would help keep him warm as 
the cold season approaches.

He said that Covid-19 made 
their livelihoods as cyclo-driv-
ers almost impossible and that 
they had to live from hand-to-
mouth because there were no 
tourists or goods to transport. 

“I am really happy with the 
gifts ... They are very helpful 

to me as a cyclo-driver while I 
try to make a living,” he said. 

Lim Heng added that since 
the onset of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, on some days they have 
not been able to earn any mon-
ey – not even 5,000 riel – to buy 
food.  but as a member of the 
cyclo foundation, he received a 
daily allowance of 7,000 riel for 
basic living expenses like food.

The foundation was estab-
lished by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen in 2018 with the mission 
of preserving the traditional 
use of cyclos in Cambodia by 
improving the livelihoods of 
their drivers. The foundation 
currently has 320 members.

Im Sambath, president of 
the Cyclo Conservation and 
Careers Association, said the 
total number of cyclo-drivers in 
Phnom Penh was estimated at 
nearly 400 but about 60 of them 
had yet to register or fulfil the 
required conditions to become 
members of the foundation.

Coats and cash donated 
to capital’s cyclo-drivers

Long Kimmarita

MORE than 150 people claim-
ing to be victims of fraud at the 
borey VIP gated community 
project in Spean Thmor com-
mune in the capital’s Dangkor 
district sought the interven-
tion of Prime Minister Hun Sen 
after not receiving the homes 
they had paid for by instalment 
over the past several years.  

Ten representatives of the 
families submitted a petition 
on November 26 to the prime 
minister’s office requesting 
his intervention with the RN 
VIP Real Estate Co Ltd and 
their borey VIP to force the 
company to finish construc-
tion and hand over the titles 
on the homes that they pur-
chased and have been paying 
for under a contract that ex-
pired two to three years ago. 

“We purchased houses from 
borey VIP starting in 2018 and 
they have not completed the 
houses as scheduled... When 
we requested a meeting to 
resolve these issues, the com-
pany refused and kept making 
excuses when dealing with 
us,” the group’s petition says. 

Yim Ratha, one of the rep-
resentatives, told The Post on 
November 28 that they had 
filed a complaint with the dis-
trict and with the municipal 
hall seeking their interven-
tion many times but the com-
pany still had not provided 
them with any solutions. 

“In the past the authorities 
have helped to mediate [these 
disputes], but the borey has not 
given us any hope because after 
the meeting the borey still hasn’t 
had their construction work-
ers working at the site. When 
we asked for another meeting, 
they declined,” he said. 

According to Ratha, there 
are more than 150 victims but 
not all of them are in the exact 
same situation. Some of them 
paid down payments and have 
not received any property ti-
tles while others have homes 

where the construction has 
never been completed.  

He said some people 
have continued to pay their 
monthly instalments, but the 
company has not continued 
to work on the construction 
of their home as promised.

He claimed that the com-
pany’s contract with the buyers 
said it would complete their 
homes within 12 months. but 
the company failed to complete 
construction on the homes and 
pushed back the contract’s end 
date to three or four years and 
have yet to put anyone to work 
finishing the construction. 

Kong Chamroeun, represen-
tative for the prime minister’s 
office, told The Post on Novem-
ber 28 that the cabinet had not 
yet officially received the peti-
tion but they have instructed 
the petitioners to prepare prop-
er documentation of what took 
place in advance as the case will 
first be diverted to Dangkor dis-
trict authorities to resolve. 

“Dangkor district hall has 
advised them to arrange them-
selves into groups according 
to the terms of their purchases 
– some are fully paid, some are 
on instalment, and some have 
even finished their instalment 
payments. So their demands 
are different because of that. 
This must be done according 
to legal procedures in case this 
situation requires them to file 
lawsuits in court,” he said.

Vorn Vannak, CEO of RN VIP 
Real Estate Co Ltd and borey 
VIP, told The Post on Novem-
ber 28 that his company was 
meeting to provide solutions 
and respond to customer 
complaints on November 29.

“Our company’s principle is 
to always deal proactively with 
any complaints. The company 
is willing to solve these prob-
lems as they are encountered 
...  As for other issues, I can’t 
speak to them all at this time, 
but the people’s statements 
are sometimes right and 
sometimes wrong,” he said.

borey VIP customers 
petition PM for reliefKingdom, Czech Republic 

aim to boost bilateral trade

NA president Heng Samrin (right) and Czech Ambassador Martin Vavra on Monday. HENG SAMRIN VIA FACEBOOK



Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport 
has called for an im-
mediate end to en-

croachment on pavements 
and the filling-in of drainage 
ditches on roadsides because 
it causes flooding and rapidly 
damages the roads. 

The cease and desist order 
came during the ministry’s Fa-
cebook live show on November 
29 which was held to answer 
the public’s questions about 
road management under the 
theme of “road maintenance 
and citizen participation”.

Transport ministry secre-
tary of state Yit Bonna said 
encroachment committed by 
people along the roads had 
increased dramatically. The 
encroachment was causing 
damage to the roads due to 
activities such as piling dirt 
up higher than the roads, 
filling in drainage ditches 
and thereby making it im-
possible for water to flow off 
of the roads and causing rap-
id deterioration of the roads 
through flooding.

“From the beginning when 
we design roads, we compre-
hensively plan out the drain-
age systems and eliminate ev-
erything that could eventually 
cause rain-induced flooding 
to avoid damaging the roads. 

“When we first built the 
roads people had not yet ar-
rived and did not jostle for 
space by the roadsides – their 
houses were far away. 

“But once we built the 
roads and the traffic started 
to increase, it attracted peo-
ple to them and space next 
to the road then becomes 
something valuable … This 
is one factor that was differ-
ent before 1970. At that time, 
people respected and main-
tained the pavements and 
the road lanes were always 
protected,” he said.

Bonna called on the people 
living along the roads to stop 
such activities and take better 
care of them. He also urged 
the local authorities to spread 
the word and to prevent these 
activities to avoid damage to 
the roads because all of it is 
preventable. 

“This is a problem that has 
to be addressed by all, not 
just the public works ministry 
or the traffic authorities who 
must come up with other 
means,” he said, also urging 
the public and the local offi-
cials to learn and respect the 
traffic laws altogether.

According to Bonna, the 
ministry manages roads 
spanning 18,125km through-
out the country, of which 
about 55 per cent are paved. 

Kong Rattanak, president of 
the Institute for Road Safety, 
said the encroachment on 
pavements was sharply rising 
because the number of peo-
ple had grown and the prob-
lem became a chronic one a 
long time ago.

He added that to solve the 
problem, more must be done 
than simply calling on the 
public to do the right thing. 
Encroachment is caused by 
many factors and so there 
must be many different ap-
proaches to solving it. This, 
he said, requires the par-
ticipation of local authorities 
and the people.

“We see that the people are 
encroaching on the roads be-
cause the authorities do not 
stop them. On the one hand, 
the authorities do not know 
the law and do not know 
how to ban them. But on the 
other hand, the authorities 
know but allowed them to do 
it,” he said.  

He said the problem was 
widespread because people 
just followed the example set 
by their neighbours or com-
munity members who they 
see getting away with it.  

“People do not think about 
the public interest. This 
problem happens almost 
everywhere in Cambodia,” 
he added.

Public works ministry  
says cease and desist  
road encroachment 
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Ry Sochan

THE Mekong River Commis-
sion (MRC) Council has ap-
proved the Sustainable Hydro-
power Development Strategy 
(SHDS 2021) for the Lower Me-
kong Basin to address the fu-
ture potential for hydropower 
developments on the river.

According to its press state-
ment, the approval of the stra-
tegic document took place at 
the 28th MRC meeting and 
the 26th Consultation Meeting 
with Development Partners 
– both held on November 25 – 
chaired by Thai Deputy Prime 
Minister Prawit Wongsuwon.

The SHDS 2021 is the culmi-
nation of efforts to produce a 
strategy for hydropower on the 
river that first commenced in 
2017. The formulating process 
included an additional study 
on a range of hydropower de-
velopment scenarios which 
began in 2018 and engaged 
with developers, academia and 
civil society organisations.

“Water and environment 
ministers from Cambodia, 
Lao PDR, Thailand and viet-
nam agreed to the strat-
egy and other organisational 
rules and procedures during 
the 28th meeting hosted by 
[Thailand] in an online virtual 
setting,” the statement said.

Prawit Wongsuwon said the 
updated SHDS stresses the 
need to move basin develop-

ment toward outcomes that 
can address long-term needs.  

“The strategy represents a 
significant step forward in 
moving the basin toward op-
timal, safe and responsible 
outcomes that address inter-
dependencies between envi-
ronmental protection, water, 
food and hydropower pro-
duction,” he said.

He said water infrastructure 
projects including hydropow-
er dams have had a dramatic 
impact on the Mekong River 
systems over the last two de-
cades. The approval of this de-
velopment strategy will set the 
course for SHDS implemen-
tation as set out in the MRC 
Strategic Plan 2021–2025 to 
address emerging risks com-
pounded by climate change. 

The SHDS will also provide 

opportunities for the MRC to 
work with member countries 
on better data and informa-
tion sharing and coordina-
tion of operation of hydro-
power projects. 

Minister of Water Resources 
and Meteorology Lim Kean 
Hor – who also serves as chair-
man of the National Mekong 
Committee and represents the 
Kingdom on the MRC Council 
– led Cambodia’s delegation 
for the online meeting. 

“MRC member countries are 
committed to working together 
to further strengthen regional 
cooperation, support the ef-
fective implementation of the 
2021-2023 Basin Development 
Strategy and achieve successful 
sustainable management and 
development in the Mekong 
Basin,” the ministry said.

MRC Council approves 
new hydropower strategy

Public works ministry secretary of state Yit Bonna (centre) hosts a Facebook livestream on taking care of 
roads and pavements. heng chivoan

Fishermen on the Mekong River in Chroy Changvar district. hong Menea



China’s Weibo seeks
to raise $547M with
listing in Hong Kong

Nov Sivutha

GLOBALLY renowned Japanese 
company Okura Nikko Hotel 
Management Co Ltd has post-
poned the launch of Hotel 
Nikko Phnom Penh from next 
year to 2024, in the expectation 
that the Cambodian tourism 
industry would have recovered 
from Covid-19 by then.

The hotel will be located in the 
upper level of the tentatively-
named Japan Trade Centre, cur-
rently under construction in 
Chamkarmon district’s Tuol 
Tompoung II commune, the 
company noted in a statement.

Set to be “the first major com-
plex in the Cambodian capital 
to be developed by a Japanese 
company”, the centre will 
include office space, retail out-

lets and the new hotel, it said.
“This facility aims to act as a 

networking base for interna-
tional businesses and to show-
case a new form of collabora-
tion whereby Cambodian 
companies deploy Japanese 
construction technology in joint 
ventures with Japanese firms.

“The hotel will offer 201 
guest rooms each with a stand-
ard area of about 36sqm on 
floors 14-22 of the new build-
ing. It will feature a wide range 
of restaurants, including Japa-
nese cuisine and all-day din-
ing, and a skydeck bar on the 
23rd floor where guests can 
enjoy stunning views across 
the capital,” it added.

Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion Cambodia chapter chair-
man Thourn Sinan welcomed 

the hotel, stressing that it is 
well-known in Japan.

He said the Kingdom needs 
more famous internationally-
branded hotels to enter the 
market to boost economic 
growth, trade and the confi-
dence of investors and tourists 
from around the world.

“There are not many Japanese 
hotel brands in Cambodia – 
there is one Toyoko Inn in front 
of Koh Pich, which has contrib-
uted little to attract Japanese 
tourists,” he said in a jab at 
another property in Chamkar-
mon’s Tonle Bassac commune.

“But that’s why I need to 
have famous brand hotels 
come to Cambodia, it is better 
to attract Japanese guests, in 
the past there were very few 
brands from Japan,” he said.

Admittedly unsure of the 
hotel’s registration and permit 
status, Ministry of Tourism 
spokesman Top Sopheak under-
lined that, to operate in the 
Kingdom, the hotel has to prop-
erly register and apply for the 
required building and business 
permits, as well as the applica-
ble licences at the ministry to 
provide tourism services.

He told The Post on November 
29 that he welcomes all invest-
ments, especially in tourism, as 
long as the ventures comply 
with the pertinent laws, regula-
tions and other requirements.

He said internationally-
branded hotels could help 
promote tourism in Cambodia 
and lure in travellers from 
around the world, especially 
those from Japan.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 10,900 10,900 10,940 10,900

2 GTI 4,220 4,220 4,260 4,220

3 PAS 13,500 13,500 13,580 13,500

4 PEPC 3,150 3,080 3,150 3,080

5 PPAP 14,620 14,540 14,640 14,540

6 PPSP 2,010 2,030 2,030 2,000

7 PWSA 6,900 7,000 7,000 6,860

Date: November 29, 2021

Continued from page 1

While this amount pales in 
comparison to the different 
sources of tax revenue, the 
economic benefits from min-
ing operations are substantial, 
above all from the supply of 
raw materials, which consider-
ably fuels the development of 
public infrastructure and con-
struction projects, he noted.

Mining also has a hand 
in the development of local 
communities, he said.

Hong vanak, an econom-
ics researcher at the Interna-
tional relations Institute of 
Cambodia, royal Academy 
of Cambodia, attributed the 
steady rise in state revenues 
from mining to political sta-

bility and increased invest-
ment in the sector.

However, he suggested that 
mining would likely never be-
come a primary source of na-
tional income, unlike in some 
countries in the Middle east, 
Africa and Latin America.

“Although revenue col-
lection from this sector has 
increased, it is still low com-
pared to others,” vanak said.

In 2020, Cambodia raked in 
more than $21 million in non-
tax revenue from the min-
ing sector, “a slight increase” 
compared to 2019, according 
to the ministry.

US-LISTeD Chinese microb-
logging platform Weibo is 
seeking to raise up to $547 
million in a share offer in 
Hong Kong, documents 
showed on November 29, the 
latest China tech company to 
list closer to home as tensions 
with the US rise.

Several US-listed Chinese 
tech firms such as Alibaba 
have held initial public offer-
ings in Hong Kong over the 
past two years as the US has 
stepped up scrutiny of Chi-
nese companies.

Listing in Hong Kong is seen 
as a hedge against the risk of 
being removed from US ex-
changes and a way of access-
ing an investor base closer to 
their home markets.

China also has been en-
couraging its big tech players 
to list either in Hong Kong or 
Shanghai.

On November 29, Nasdaq-
listed Weibo – China’s answer 
to Twitter – said in a filing 
that it plans to sell 11 million 
shares for as much as HK$388 
(US$49.75) each.

Shares are expected to start 
trading on December 8.

Weibo, which launched in 

2009 and is among the earli-
est social media platforms 
in China, had 566 million 
monthly active users as of 
June, it said in a filing.

Its shares have traded on 
the Nasdaq since 2014.

Weibo is among the most 
widely-used social media 
platforms in China, where 
authorities have blocked ma-
jor international players such 
as Facebook.

Weibo said it plans to use 
the funds raised from its 
Hong Kong listing to grow its 
user base and for research 
and development.

But it cautioned that it is 
“subject to changing laws 
and regulations regarding 
regulatory matters, corporate 
governance and public dis-
closure” that have increased 
both its costs and risks of 
non-compliance.

In recent months, Chinese 
regulators have launched a 
wide-ranging clampdown on 
tech companies like Alibaba, 
Tencent and Meituan – clip-
ping the wings of major inter-
net firms that wield heavy in-
fluence over consumers’ daily 
lives. AFP

Mining sector chips in
for local communities
to develop: top official

Ke, CMA liaise on financial 
access for SMes, start-ups
May Kunmakara

T
He Cambodia Micro-
finance Association 
(CMA) and state-
owned Khmer enter-

prise (Ke) have entered into a 
partnership aimed at improv-
ing access to finance for entre-
preneurs and small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMe) 
in the Cambodian ecosystem.

A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was signed 
to that end on November 26 
at the CMA’s Annual Micro-
finance Conference 2021 be-
tween the association’s exec-
utive director Phal vandy and 
Chhieng vanmunin, CeO of 
Ke, a unit under the Ministry 
of economy and Finance.

vanmunin said the partner-
ship seeks to provide local 
start-ups and SMes with ac-
cess to financial information 
concerning rates and relevant 
fees, risks, and available fi-
nancial instruments.

He said the government “has 
many policies to create ad-
ditional funds in the financial 
system and to relax compulsory 
criteria for financial institutions”.

“However, it is ultimately up 
to the financial institutions to 
pass down those benefits to SMes 

and start-ups in Cambodia.”
The CMA’s vandy sug-

gested that the Kingdom’s 
fast-growing economy pro-
vides evidence that SMes and 
start-ups have become in-
creasingly important sources 
of employment and engines 
of economic growth.

Microfinance has helped in 

poverty alleviation in recent 
decades, he said, adding that 
the sector has shifted from 
exclusively serving the poor 
to providing others with all 
types of financial needs.

“The MoU between CMA 
and Ke will tighten the rela-
tion of the two sectors, en-
suring better financial ser-

vices to SMes and start-ups.
“The microfinance sector has 

been working closely with the 
government to support SMes. 
CMA has played crucial roles in 
recent initiatives of SMe Bank 
and Credit Guarantee Coop-
eration of Cambodia, both of 
which aim solely at boosting” 
smaller businesses, he said.

Cambodia Microfinance Association (CMA) executive director Phal Vandy (left) and Khmer Enterprise (KE) 
CEO Chhieng Vanmunin sign the memorandum of understanding (MoU) on Friday. CMA

Hotel Nikko Phnom Penh due 2024
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May Kunmakara

A
RMED with many years of 
oncology and haematology 
studies in Vietnam, France 
and the US, Dr Eav Sokha 

initiated and planned a National 
Cancer Centre, a cutting-edge facility 
at Calmette Hospital.

Public hospitals Calmette and 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital 
are the two primary institutions op-
erating with established oncology 
services, both of which are located in 
Phnom Penh.

After serving in the civil service for 
nearly three decades and witness-
ing the number of new cancer cases 
in Cambodia climb each year as the 
reach and range of services offered at 
the two hospitals remained limited, 
Dr Sokha resigned and committed his 
time and resources to found the Or-
ange Cancer Clinic, which is sched-
uled to open on November 30.

Located on National Road 6 in 
northeastern Phnom Penh’s Chroy 
Changvar district, the clinic spe-
cialises in oncology and haematol-
ogy, and brings the latest technology 
from Europe and the US, aiming to 
treat patients who are unable to seek 
medical attention abroad.

Oncology is the science that deals with 
tumours and cancers, and haematolo-
gy is the study of blood, blood-forming 
organs and associated disorders.

Dr Sokha, whose name means 
“health” or “wellbeing” in the Khmer 
language, reveals his plans and vi-
sions for the future of the provision of 
cancer- and blood-related services in 
Cambodia, in an exclusive interview 
with The Post’s May Kunmakara.

What’s behind your decision to es-
tablish the clinic?

I became the first oncologist in 
Cambodia, after liberation (from 
the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime) 
on January 7, 1979, and I entered the 
field because I like and enjoy learn-
ing and understanding difficult 
things and modern technology.

Although we have the two public 
hospitals providing oncology care, 
it’s woefully inadequate, we can-
not yet match up to the needs of 
patients. People seeking treatment 
today could wait as long as two or 
three months before receiving care.

And some of them are in so much 
pain, I’ve seen it with my own eyes 
as a doctor, leading me to ponder 
what I should do to assist the gov-
ernment in providing treatment 
to those in need and help as much 
as possible – even if we can’t reach 
them all. That’s why I quit my job as 
a public doctor, which I’d held verg-
ing on 30 years.

When I took time off from work at 
government hospitals, I provided 
treatment at home as much as I 
could, although I was getting older. 
But day by day I was seeing more 
and more patients.

Obtaining medical services abroad 
is a costly affair and encounters 
many obstacles related to language 
communication.

Witnessing cancer patients’ strug-
gles, I was motivated to set up this 
clinic in order to join the Royal Gov-
ernment to expand the capacity to 
alleviate these hardships.

Could you provide a brief overview 
of the cancer situation in Cambodia?

Overall, cancer is not a problem 
exclusive to Cambodia, it’s a pub-

lic health issue around the world. 
There had been a lot of concern 
when cancer death rates eclipsed 
those from heart disease, hyper-
tension and strokes, according to 
a 2010 World Health Organisation 
(WHO) study.

Another WHO study found that in 
2018 the number of new cancer cas-
es in Cambodia reached 15,362, and 
cancer-related deaths clocked in at 
75.75 per cent of that, or 11,636.

As a doctor, these statistics are 
very shocking, and that’s why I 
stand resolved to do my best for the 
benefit of our people.

And these figures are unlikely 
to come down anytime soon – the 
WHO projects that by 2040, the 
number of annual new cases will 
double to 30,000. The question is, 
why is that?

Cancer is a non-communicable 
disease that tends to occur in older 
people. Although this does not mean 
that young people cannot develop 
it, the incidence rate is just lower.

This suggests that peaceful coun-
tries with a better quality of life, 
food security and higher life expec-
tancy could be associated with an 
increased incidence rate of cancer.

This premise is backed by the fact 
that the longer we live, the more 
developed our countries become, 
but this also increases the risk of 
cells developing genetic mutations 
linked to cancer.

And infections caused by patho-
gens associated with cancer are 
also common in Cambodia.

Liver, lung, breast, 
gastrointestinal and 
cervical cancer 
are, in order, the 
five most com-
mon types of 
cancer in the 
country.

What modern technologies will you 
bring to the table?

The global cancer treatment land-
scape is changing from year to year. 
In the past, we’d treat the condition 
with surgery, but the tech was not 
up-to-date, and chemotherapy was 
excruciating for patients, yielding a 
cure rate of a mere 10 per cent.

However, treatment has made 
substantial advancements going 
into 2021, registering encourag-
ing gains in 10-year survival rates, 
counting patients that a few years 
back may well have died in just six 
months despite receiving care.

To further the goals of the clinic, 
we’ve imported the latest 
technology from Eu-
rope and the US to 
fulfil the needs of lo-
cal patients – some 
of whom would have 
gone overseas for 

treatment otherwise – offering them 
a viable option close to home at 
very reasonable prices, compared to 
those abroad.

We’re bringing in the latest tech of 
2021 – some just recently developed 
in Europe – and are equipped with 
state-of-the-art equipment that ac-
curately detects cancer-causing 
genes, thus allowing us to better un-
derstand the early stages and design 
more effective therapies.

In addition, we’ll be working with 
professional medical specialists in the 
region and in Europe, allowing us to 
make clearer assessments.

Our clinic will also be the first in the 
Kingdom to diagnose cancer 

using a simple blood test, 
without the need for tis-
sue biopsies.

We’ll use three 
types of cancer 
treatment: sur-
gery; the latest in 
radiation therapy 

– widely used in Europe, the US and 
Singapore; and immunotherapy, 
which uses genetically engineered 
immune cells that do not compro-
mise patients’ health along with 
drugs that boost immunity to fight 
cancer cells.

Why else should Cambodians seek 
medical services locally?

Calmette and Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital can only cover 
3,000 new local cancer cases a year, 
or 20 per cent, according to statistics 
from the WHO and some of my med-
ical friends in Thailand, Vietnam and 
Singapore who provide the figures. 
About 1,500 Cambodians, or 10 per 
cent, go overseas for treatment.

These add up to only 30 per cent, 
however. Some people may not 
know where to go for the right care 
even if they have the financial and 
physical means, but others simply 
don’t have the resources.

The clinic will provide additional 
access to more medical services local-
ly, and alleviate the plight of patients.

Some key considerations for us as a 
local clinic are to set our standards at 
the European level, provide good ser-
vices and clear and understandable 
communication in the Khmer lan-
guage, and charge reasonable prices.

I’ve heard from friends who are doc-
tors abroad about instances where 
linguistic communication between 

patients, doctors and interpreters 
was challenging, and seemingly 

diminished the effectiveness 
of treatment.

I’d also like to share 
that I have many for-
eign patients who are 
living here, some of 

whom flew in seeking 
treatment from me.

This interview has been  
edited for length and clarity.

Business
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Oncologist to drive cancer landscape

Dr Eav Sokha poses with a CT scanner at the Orange Cancer Clinic, which is due to open on November 30, in northeastern Phnom Penh. supplied
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The novel School Information 
System (SIS) developed by 
Metfone to ensure teaching 
continues in schools without 
any interruption during the 
Covid-19 pandemic has proved 
to be a successful solution.

Metfone  vice general director 
Nhong Dinthan said the SIS 
served as an important mobile 
application that allowed students 
and teachers to communicate 
conveniently during the 
pandemic.

“With the SIS application, 
teachers can set timetables 
for physical and online 
classes, including functions 
like correcting and marking 
homework, conducting online 
video classes, messaging 
students and parents, giving 
yearly grades, and examination 
functions.

“This multi-featured 
application can do traditional 
things that teachers do every 
day, but can even do better 
online from anywhere in 
Cambodia by using the internet,” 
said Dinthan.

The School Information 
System (SIS) is developed 
by Metfone with the support 
from the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications and the 
Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport.

“Today’s generation needs 

access to a digital education that 
will transform students learning 
process in Cambodia – from the 
city to the provincial schools.

“By changing the way 
students learn, SIS Cambodia 
has helped to improve the 
education sector by providing a 
safe learning environment for 
both students and teachers,” 
said Dinthan.

There are plans to deploy 
SIS application in 1,000 schools 
across the country. During the 
first stage of implementation, 
over 300,000 students and about 
20,000 teachers  in 300 schools 
have effectively benefited from 
the system.

Metfone has been in 
the forefront to assist the 
Cambodian government in  
implementing its ambitious 
national digital transformation 
programme.

 The company has so far 
worked closely with ministries 
and agencies to implement 
digital transformation projects in 
many fields including education, 
health and transportation.

 As one of the leading 
companies in the field of 
telecommunications and 
digital technology sectors, 
Metfone has the largest network 
infrastructures serving around 
nine million customers across 
the Kingdom.

Metfone makes learning safer 
with novel SIS digital application

Around 300,000 students rely on Metfone’s SIS application for uninterrupted education. supplied 

JAPAneSe automaker nis-
san wants half its global 
sales to be electric or hybrid 
vehicles by 2030 and plans 
to plough billions of dollars 
into the effort, it announced 
on november 29.

The move follows in the 
footsteps of other major glob-
al automakers, which have 
increasingly signalled a move 
towards electric and hybrid 
vehicles as concern about cli-
mate change grows.

Unveiling its new long-term 
plan, nissan said it will launch 
23 new models, including 15 
new electric vehicles (ev), in 
a bid to reach the 2030 goal.

Last year, only around 10 
per cent of nissan’s global 
sales were evs or hybrids, and 
the firm said the new target 
would help it achieve carbon 
neutrality across the lifecycle 
of its products by 2050.

nissan has been battered by 
a series of problems in recent 
years, ranging from weak de-
mand even before the pan-
demic, to the fallout from the 
arrest and subsequent escape 
of former boss Carlos Ghosn.

After falling behind rivals 
during the pandemic, it has 
begun clawing back perfor-
mance, tripling its full-year 
net profit forecast earlier this 
month despite the impact of 
a global chip shortage.

In a statement, nissan Ceo 
makoto Uchida said the long-
term plan announced on no-
vember 29 would “transform 

nissan to become a sustain-
able company”.

It’s a move seen across the 
auto industry with Sweden’s 
volvo pledging to switch all 
sales away from traditional 
fuel cars by 2030, and Japan’s 
Honda setting the same tar-
get by 2040.

Top-selling Toyota says by 
2030 all the vehicles it sells in 
europe will be electric or hy-
brid models, with a goal of 70 
per cent in north America and 
100 per cent in China by 2035.

nissan said 20 of its new 
electric models would hit the 
market in the next five years, 
setting a target for electric 
cars to make up 75 per cent of 
sales in europe by fiscal 2026.

The Japanese automaker 
said it will invest two tril-
lion yen ($17.5 billion) over 
the next five years to speed 
up electrification, aiming to 
launch evs with its propri-
etary batteries by 2028.

electric and hybrid vehicles 
are being increasingly ad-
opted in the face of concern 
about climate change, with 
britain moving to ban new 
sales of diesel and petrol cars 
in the UK from 2030.

US President Joe biden ear-
lier this year announced a 
target for half of all ears sold 
domestically by 2030 to be 
zero-emission.

At present, around 10 per 
cent of european car sales are 
evs, but the US figure is just 
two per cent. AFP

nissan plans 50% ev,
hybrid sales by 2030

Lean market rains on K Kong
communities’ mussel parade
Hom Phanet

U
n FAv o U r A b L e 
weather and the 
lack of a market 
are threatening the 

livelihoods of blue mussel-
raising communities in the 
Peam Krasop Protected Area, 
in Koh Kong province.

Production of blue mus-
sels (mytilus edulis) this year 
could fall below 2020 levels, 
resulting in limited funds for 
next year’s cultivation, ac-
cording to vong Dara, the 
head of one such community.

Dara’s is one of three Peam 
Krasop-based communities 
that raise the edible bivalve 
molluscs, according to minis-
try of environment director-
general for Local Communi-
ties Khieu borin.

Dara told The Post that blue 
mussels are typically harvest-
ed from September to march, 
but indicated that the harvest 
season this year could only 
start as early as end-Decem-
ber, due to unseasonal show-
ers and thunderstorms.

“Traders from vietnam and 
Thailand have come to see 
our mussels twice or thrice, 
but decided not to buy, say-
ing the molluscs were too 
small and too thin” for com-
mercial use, posing consider-
able headwinds to an already 
uncertain market, he said.

In September, the ministry 
organised a promotion event 
surrounding the Koh Kong 
blue mussels at makro Su-
permarket in western Phnom 
Penh’s Sen Sok district, in an 
effort to support biodiversity 
conservation in and around 
mangrove forests, and intro-
duce the shellfish to a wider 
domestic audience.

mangrove forests provide 
support in coastal saline or 
brackish waters for filter-feed-
ers such as blue mussels, which 
are often found clumped to-
gether on tree roots.

but even so, Dara claims that 
there is very little demand, with 

most buyers wanting just over 
10kg a day to cook in restau-
rants or sell in supermarkets.

“If the market remains this 
narrow, my community’s mus-
sel diggers face a lack of capital 
to buy more stakes,” he said.

“out of 150 members, only 30 
per cent can afford to buy stakes 
and prepare for next year.”

but as the Gregorian new 
Year approaches, Dara hopes 
Thai traders will rush in and 
buy mussels for seasonal 
events, saying the community 
could start harvesting the mol-
luscs by the end of the year.

Koh Kong provincial Depart-
ment of environment director 

Hun marady told The Post that 
the local market for the mus-
sels is predominantly geared 
towards travellers to the prov-
ince, which is why he says de-
mand is currently so low.

on the other hand, most 
Cambodians are still unfa-
miliar with the shellfish and 
have not acquired a palate for 
them, he said.

“The ministry is looking for 
markets. They’re available 
in supermarkets or hotels 
though, we’re encouraging 
them to serve the mussels to 
their customers,” marady said.

Speaking at September’s 
event at makro Sen Sok, min-
istry secretary of state neth 
Pheaktra said the ministry 
will explore potential local 
markets for the molluscs and 
work to improve the liveli-
hoods and family economies 
in communities within the 
Kingdom’s protected areas.

Dara notes that his com-
munity has some 186,100 blue 
mussel stakes set up in around 
500ha of sea water, which yield 
an average of 3,163 tonnes of 
shellfish each year.

The community sells fresh 
shelled blue mussels at 1,500-
2,000 riel ($0.37-0.49) per 
kilogramme, and de-shelled 
ones at 40,000-60,000 riel, 
translating to about $4,000-
6,000 each year per house-
hold, according to him.

Blue mussels featured at a promotion event organised by the environment 
ministry at the Makro Sen Sok supermarket, in September. ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY
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Royal Train Square, the 
Cambodian Children’s Fund 
(CCF), Krama NFT Market-
place and Field of Dreams  

on Sunday held the first of the 
monthly Full Steam ahead events at 
the beautifully restored Phnom Penh 
Railway Station. 

Full Steam ahead – a 14-month arts 
and educational project in celebration 
of the 90th anniversary of Phnom 
Penh Train Station and to promote 
STEaM education – is to create 90 
pieces of art live at a series of events  
at Royal Train Square.

Created by Cambodian and 
international artists working with 
CCF students, the collaborations will 
promote STEaM education and form 
part of a tapestry of all the works 
displayed next December celebrating 
the 90th anniversary of the capital’s 
railway station and the relaunch of 
Royal Train Square. 

The opening event saw the 
exhibition of the first Full Steam 
ahead artwork – “Expressive 
Computations” – and pieces soon to be 
available on Krama NFT Marketplace, 
as well as a performance by 
Cambodian-american poet Kosal  
Khiev and music by Gerard Evans. 

Royal Train Square managing 
director Scott Bolls said Phnom 
Penh’s newly opened arts 
culture and F&B hub was the 
natural home for an event 
such as Full Steam ahead 
and hailed its importance. 

“We are delighted 
to be hosting Full 
Steam ahead because 
as an art lover I fully 
appreciate the importance 
of including the arts as part of 
a fully formed education for 
students.

“It is wonderful that we 
have so many good artists 
here in the Kingdom, and we 
want to promote them and the 
Cambodian scene internationally, 
and with NFT Marketplace and 

Royal Train Square we have the perfect 
platform to do so.

“This represents the beginning of 
the growth of NFTs in Cambodia, 
and with Krama NFT Marketplace 
the pioneering digital asset creation 
company in the Kingdom, it is an 
honour to have such distinguished 
guests here at the Train Station to 
showcase the first set of art that we 
will be putting on the Krama platform 
very soon.

“We are thrilled to have the 
sponsorship of Field of Dreams, a 
fully planned community utopia to 
be built on the outskirts of Phnom 
Penh and potentially the Kingdom’s 
first tokenised real estate project. 
alongside Royal Train Square and 
Krama NFT marketplace, we have a 
great set of partners supporting the 
wonderful work of CCF,” said Bolls, 

who is also director 
of Krama NFT 
Marketplace. 

The arts and 
sciences were 
traditionally 
viewed as two 

very different 
fields of study, but  

education 

policymakers have reappraised  
this view.

While STEM – science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics – 
education focuses on innovation, 
influential educators believed it  
missed the crucial elements of design 
thinking and creativity, and STEaM 
was the answer.

Physicist albert Einstein famously 
appreciated the importance of 
creativity – “To raise new questions, 
new possibilities, to regard old 
problems from a new angle, requires 
creative imagination and marks real 
advance in science,” he once said.

and the movement to have the arts 
included in STEM has been growing 
globally, and in the Kingdom.

“STEaM education is critical for 
our students and for Cambodia to 
have a solid base in infrastructure 
– physical infrastructure and digital 
infrastructure – as that’s where 
the jobs will be and what will best 
enhance Cambodia’s ability to 
compete on the world stage. 

“Having the arts in STEaM is 
something very important to us at 
CCF and for the children to foster 
innovation while ensuring that 
Cambodian traditions and culture 
are not lost in this economic 
development,” said CCF founder  
Scott Neeson.

Prof Santoro from Metaestetica 
lab who created the “Expressive 
Computations” digital piece of art for 
Full Steam ahead with a group of 
CCF students said STEaM education 
was important for integrating a range 
of disciplines to develop a greater 
understanding of the “alternative 
reality of the abstract world”.

“at the CCF, our Expressive 
Computation lab, promoted within 
the STEaM courses, offers students 
the opportunity to look at the world 
through a lens capable of synthesising 
interdisciplinary knowledge and 
exploring the reciprocal relationships 
between art, graphics, mathematics, 
geometry and psychology, focusing 

on computation, visualisation  
and perception. 

“This is an experience that has 
allowed them not only to familiarise 
themselves with computer software, 
but also to develop their cognitive 
skills through those processes 
of abstraction necessary for the 
conceptualisation of complex shapes 
that animate the virtual space of a 
screen,” said Prof Santoro.

CCF Grade 11 student Kim Theary 
said the introduction of STEaM into 

her education had proven to be  
an inspiration.

“art has inspired me with  
many things, especially my 
imagination. art allows me to  
imagine anything freely which  
gives me freedom in my own world. 

“art helps me understand many 
things that happen in the world such 
as tradition and culture. art inspires 
me to picture a new world with many 
different things. art makes my life 
easier,” Theary said. 

Full Steam Ahead showcases the 
power of art at Royal Train Square

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus Royal tRain squaRe

CCF students and management visited Royal Train Square to attend the first Full Steam Ahead event. SUPPLIED Artist Prof Carlo Santoro demonstrates the ‘Expressive Computations’ artwork to visitors. HENG CHIVOAN

CCF founder Scott Neeson (left) and Krama NFT Marketplace’s Scott Bolls. SUPPLIED

Full Steam Ahead aims to promote STEAM education. SUPPLIEDSTEAM education includes the arts. SUPPLIED
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THe much-anticipated sex crimes 
trial of Ghislaine maxwell, the brit-
ish socialite charged with grooming 
underage girls for late financier Jef-
frey epstein, is set to begin on 
november 29 before a packed fed-
eral courthouse in manhattan.

The 59-year-old daughter of the 
late newspaper baron robert max-
well faces an effective life sentence if 
convicted in new York of sex traffick-
ing minors for epstein, her former 
lover who killed himself in prison 
over two years ago.

Following the death of epstein – a 
multi-million-dollar money man-
ager who befriended countless celeb-
rities, including britain’s Prince 
Andrew – prosecutors vowed to pur-
sue co-conspirators, resulting in 
maxwell’s arrest in July 2020.

She has since been held at the met-
ropolitan Detention Centre in brook-
lyn – where she has complained of 
unsanitary and inhumane conditions 
– under rigorous surveillance that one 
of her lawyers compared to that sur-
rounding serial killer Hannibal Lecter 
in The Silence of the Lambs.

maxwell’s alleged crimes occurred 
between 1994 and 2004, and relate 
to four unnamed women, including 
two who say they were just 14 and 
15 years old when they were sexu-
ally abused.

Prosecutors say maxwell befriend-
ed girls with shopping and movie 
theatre trips, later coaxing them into 
giving epstein nude massages at his 
various residences, during which he 
would engage in sex acts before giv-
ing them money.

US government attorneys say 
maxwell sometimes participated in 
the alleged abuse, at her London 
home and at epstein’s properties in 
new mexico, manhattan and Palm 
beach, Florida.

epstein died aged 66 in a manhat-
tan jail in August 2019 while await-
ing trial on child sex trafficking 
charges.

The 12 jurors and six alternates 
who will decide maxwell’s fate will 
be officially seated on monday. The 
trial, taking place in the Thurgood 
marshall US courthouse in lower 
manhattan, is expected to continue 
into mid-January, 2022.

maxwell has pleaded not guilty to 
all six counts, which include sex 
trafficking of a minor, and faces up 
to 80 years in prison if convicted on 
all charges.

The French-born heiress has also 
been charged with two counts of per-
jury. Those counts are due to be tried 
after her sex crimes trial.

The charges relate to testimony she 
gave in 2016 in a defamation case 
filed against her by epstein accuser 
virginia Giuffre.

Giuffre alleges epstein lent her out 
for sex with his wealthy and powerful 
associates, including Prince 
Andrew.

maxwell, a long-time friend of 
Andrew, is known to have introduced 
the prince to epstein.

Giuffre has sued the royal in new 
York, alleging he had sex with her 
more than 20 years ago when she was 
17 and a minor under US law.

That civil lawsuit is expected to be 
heard before a jury in late 2022. AFP

UK readies new Covid rules as 
third omicron case emerges
b

rITAIn’S govern-
ment on november 
28 defended the 
pace and scale of 

its response to the new omi-
cron strain of Covid-19 as of-
ficials reported a third case 
of the emerging variant, and 
warned of more to come.

Health Secretary Sajid Javid 
said mandatory mask-wear-
ing would return to shops and 
public transport in england 
on november 30, but told 
families to plan for Christ-
mas “as normal”, despite new 
rules to combat omicron.

Also effective november 30, 
the government’s website in-
structs all passengers entering 
the UK to take a polymerase 
chain reaction (PCr) test for 
Covid-19 two days after their 
arrival, and to self-isolate until 
they receive a negative result.

Prime minister boris John-
son had announced the 
tougher measures at news 
conference on november 27, 
hours after the UK confirmed 
its first two omicron cases, 
but did not specify when 
they would take effect.

A third case was confirmed 
on november 28 by the UK 
Health Security Agency, but 
it said the person had already 
left the country after visit-
ing the Westminster area of 
London – where parliament 
is located – having travelled 
from southern Africa.

The agency said it was 
“very likely that we will find 

more cases over the coming 
days . . . as we increase case 
detection through focused 
contact tracing”.

british Airways meanwhile 
said it had taken the “dif-
ficult decision” to suspend 
flights to Hong Kong after a 
crew member tested posi-
tive for Covid, having been 
negative on leaving the UK. 

Services to and from the 
former UK colony in China 
have already been scaled 
back sharply due to its strict 
Covid curbs.

Johnson was widely criti-
cised for his own travel and 
quarantine policy earlier in 

the pandemic when he kept 
UK borders open even as 
infection rates surged, yield-
ing britain one of the world’s 
worst per-capita death tolls 
from Covid.

The government contro-
versially dropped the masks 
mandate in July for england, 
after a prior lockdown, while 
the devolved administrations 
in Scotland, Wales and north-
ern Ireland kept it in place.

All four UK nations are 
expected to adopt the same 
PCr rule, after england again 
diverged in July by requiring 
only a simple lateral flow test 
for incoming passengers on 

flights, ships and trains.

‘Holes in the defences’
Travel from 10 countries 

in southern Africa is now 
banned because of omicron, 
but Javid conceded that hun-
dreds of passengers had ar-
rived on flights from South 
Africa on november 26 with-
out being tested.

but he told bbC television: 
“I think the speed at which 
we acted at could not have 
been any faster.”

Javid added that the govern-
ment was “nowhere near” re-
introducing social distancing 
rules and work-from-home 

guidance, which were also 
controversially discarded in 
england earlier this year against 
the advice of scientists.

He said it was too soon 
to judge the effectiveness 
of existing vaccines against 
omicron, as drugs manu-
facturers rush to research 
new treatments against the 
emergent strain. 

but the government is seek-
ing approval from its Joint 
Committee on vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCvI) to 
expand the rollout of booster 
jabs, shortening the time-
frame between second and 
third shots, and broadening 
the age range to all over-18s.

The JCvI is expected to 
respond early this week, 
Javid said.

The opposition Labour 
party said the government 
was again doing too little, too 
late after omicron emerged.

even after november 30, 
passengers can enter britain 
without a pre-departure test 
and travel freely from their port 
of entry on public transport, 
Labour’s foreign affairs spokes-
woman Lisa nandy noted.

“We desperately want to 
see them tighten up the 
travel restrictions,” she said 
on Sky news.

“There is a real problem 
when for 18 months the gov-
ernment has been warned 
that there are holes in those 
defences and still hasn’t taken 
action to plug [them].” AFP

barbados to cut UK 
ties, replace Queen
bArbADoS is about to cut ties with 
the british monarchy, but the legacy 
of a sometimes brutal colonial past 
and the pandemic’s impact on tour-
ism pose major challenges for the 
Caribbean island as it becomes the 
world’s newest republic.

Famed for its beaches and love of 
cricket, barbados at midnight on novem-
ber 29 replaces its head of state, Queen 
elizabeth II, with her current represent-
ative, Governor General Sandra mason.

Ceremonies on the evening of 
november 29 and into the next day will 
include military parades and celebra-
tions, as mason is inaugurated as 
president, with Prince Charles – heir to 
the british throne – looking on.

In a speech to be delivered at the 
transition ceremony, Charles focused 
on continued ties between the two 
countries. 

“As your constitutional status chang-
es, it was important to me that I should 
join you to reaffirm those things which 
do not change. For example, the close 
and trusted partnership between bar-
bados and the United Kingdom as vital 
members of the Commonwealth,” 
reads an excerpt of his speech, as 
released by the prince’s office. 

The dawn of a new era has fueled 
debate among the population of 
285,000 over britain’s centuries of influ-
ence, including more than 200 years of 
slavery until 1834, and barbados final-
ly becoming independent in 1966.

“As a young girl, when I heard about 
the queen, I would be really excited,” 
said Sharon bellamy-Thompson, 50, a 
fish vendor in the capital bridgetown, 
who remembers being about eight and 
seeing the monarch on a visit.

“As I grow older and older, I started 
to wonder what this queen really 
means for me and for my nation,” she 
said. “Having a female barbadian 
president will be great.”

For young activists such as Firhaa-
na bulbulia, founder of the barbados 
muslim Association, british colonial-
ism and slavery lie behind the island’s 
modern inequalities.

“The wealth gap, the ability to own 
land, and even access to loans from 
banks all have a lot to do with struc-
tures built out of being ruled by brit-
ain,” bulbulia, 26, said.

“The actual chains [of slavery] were 
broken and we no longer wore them, 
but the mental chains continue to 
persist in our mindsets.”

In october, barbados elected mason 
to become its first president, one year 
after Prime minister mia mottley 
declared the country would “fully” 
leave its colonial past.

but some barbadians argue there are 
more pressing national issues, includ-
ing economic turmoil caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which has exposed 
overreliance on tourism – which, iron-
ically, is dependent on british visitors.

eerie calm in usually bustling 
bridgetown, paltry numbers at popu-
lar tourist spots and a dead nightlife 
scene all point to a country struggling 
after years of relative prosperity.

Unemployment is at nearly 16 per 
cent, up from nine per cent in recent 
years, despite sharply increased gov-
ernment borrowing to fund public 
sector projects and create jobs.

The country has just eased a long-
standing Covid-19 curfew, pushing it 
back from 9pm to midnight.

opposition leader bishop Joseph 
Atherley said the celebrations among 
dignitaries would largely not be 
accessible to ordinary people.

“Increasing numbers of Covid cas-
es, an increasing sense of stress and 
fear – I just don’t think that it is the 
right time.”AFP

epstein assoc 
maxwell set to 
go on trial for 
girl sex crimes

Passengers, many wearing face masks, walk along a platform as they travel on the London underground 
in central London on Sunday. Health Secretary Sajid Javid said mandatory mask-wearing will return to 
shops and public transport in England on Tuesday. AFP

Prince Charles, Prince of Wales (right) and Barbados’ Prime Minister Mia Amor Mottley 
during the COP26 UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow. AFP
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Singapore keeps tabs on omicron
S

ingapore is watching the 
new coronavirus variant 
omicron closely and may be 
forced to roll back the easing 

up of safety measures as it moves 
forward to tackle the disease, said 
prime minister Lee Hsien Loong on 
november 28.

but Lee said he is confident the 
country will be able to live with the 
virus, and held up how its people 
have made a lot of progress in deal-
ing with the disease over the past 
two years.

in his first public comments about 
omicron, Lee, who was speaking at 
the people’s action party (pap) con-
vention on  november 28, said that 
Singapore must be mentally prepared 
for “more bumps along the way” as it 
deals with an evolving virus.

“We are tracking this very closely. 
We are not sure yet, but we may well 
be forced to take a few steps back 
again, before we can take more steps 
forward,” he said.

“but despite all this, i am confident 
that, eventually, we will find our way 
to living with the virus and safely re-
sume all the things we love to do.

“We are making all this effort be-
cause we want to get there safely, 
with as few casualties along the 
way,” he added.

omicron, which was dubbed a 
“variant of concern” by the World 
Health organisation (WHo) on no-
vember 26, is a new and potentially 
more contagious coronavirus strain, 
and Singapore and other countries 
have in recent days restricted travel 
from southern africa, where the 
strain was first detected.

Singapore has largely managed to 
keep its Covid-19 situation under 
control through a series of safety mea-
sures that the government tightens to 
respond to the spread of the virus.

Last week, the government relaxed 
curbs on dining out, household vis-

its and some social activities, after 
nearly two months of stabilisation 
measures. These measures were 
introduced on September 27 fol-
lowing a surge in Covid-19 cases, 
and were intended to last a month 
but were extended as the country’s 
healthcare system remained at risk 
of being overwhelmed.

Singapore had imposed a circuit 
breaker from april 7 to June 1 in 2020 
to stem the initial spread of the dis-
ease, where people were not allowed 
to have social gatherings or dine out.

Lee acknowledged that the fight 
against Covid-19 has been tough on 
Singapore and its people. He said: 

“it has been a long journey with 
many twists and turns. The virus has 
surprised us over and over again. 
repeatedly we have had to adapt 
our response, pick ourselves up and 
then press on.”

on november 27, the ministry of 
Health reported 1,761 new cases of 
the disease, as well as a weekly in-
fection growth rate of 0.75.

This was the 15th consecutive day 
the growth rate is below one. The 
number refers to the ratio of com-
munity cases in the past week over 
the week before, and a weekly infec-
tion growth rate that is consistently 
below one shows the number of new 

weekly Covid-19 cases is falling.
omicron was first identified in 

gauteng, a province of South af-
rica, and the WHo was alerted on 
november 24. it was declared a vari-
ant of concern because of the large 
number of mutations detected in its 
spike protein, which may cause an 
increased risk of reinfection, among 
other negative effects. The spike 
protein is what the coronavirus uses 
to begin infecting human cells.

Lee on november 28 thanked 
healthcare and front-line workers, as 
well as pap party activists, for work-
ing to keep Singapore safe. THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

S’pore, m’sia
loosen Covid
curbs at busy
land crossing
maLaYSia and Singapore eased 
coronavirus travel restrictions on one 
of the world’s busiest land borders on 
november 29 after nearly two years, 
allowing some vaccinated people to 
cross without quarantine.

before the pandemic, about 300,000 
people used to commute across the 
border from malaysia every day to 
the neighbouring city-state, to work 
in areas ranging from public trans-
port to electronics manufacturing.

but most travel was abruptly halted 
in march, 2020, leaving many who 
previously commuted, and other 
malaysians in Singapore, effectively 
stuck there as they needed to con-
tinue working.

From november 29, vaccinated 
Singaporean and malaysian citizens, 
those holding permanent residency 
status and work permits can cross the 
1km causeway separating the coun-
tries without having to quarantine.

“i feel happy to be able to go back 
and meet my family finally after two 
years,” eunice Teoh, a malaysian get-
ting the first bus from Singapore 
under the scheme, said.

“i do feel a bit nervous because this 
is the first batch, and i’m not really 
sure what will happen,” added the 
28-year-old, who works in finance 
and was heading to the malaysian 
state of pahang.

initially, around 3,000 people a day 
will be able to cross using special bus 
services, and will have to take virus 
tests.

officials say the first stage is aimed 
at workers who have been unable to 
see families for some time, and they 
plan to expand it later to other 
groups.

Counting down the days
malaysian prime minister ismail 

Sabri Yaakob made an official visit to 
the city-state to mark the start of the 
initiative, doing a fist-bump with Sin-
gapore counterpart Lee Hsien Loong 
as they met at a border checkpoint 
on the causeway.

restrictions were also eased on 
november 29 on air travel, with vac-
cinated people allowed to fly between 
the countries’ main airports without 
quarantining.

Christine Soong was heading from 
malaysia to visit family members in 
Singapore.

“i have three [grandchildren] and 
they all miss me so much, so they’re 
very excited,” the 69-year-old said at 
Kuala Lumpur airport.

“They’ve been counting down the 
days since we booked the flight.”

prior to the easing of curbs, citizens 
and some other groups were still 
allowed to travel between the neigh-
bours, but they had to quarantine on 
arrival.

both malaysia and Singapore – 
which were part of the same country 
during a stormy, two-year union in 
the 1960s – have high vaccination 
rates.

Singapore’s outbreak has been mild 
by global standards, although malay-
sia faced a serious wave this year 
driven by the Delta variant.

malaysians have long been a key 
part of the workforce of wealthier 
Singapore, which has a population 
of just 5.5 million, and then can 
typically earn higher salaries than 
back home.

The easing of curbs comes despite the 
emergence last week of the heavily 
mutated omicron strain, which is start-
ing to spread around the world. AFP

Monkey’s uncle
Macaque monkeys climb onto a news photographer at the Phra Prang Sam Yod temple during the annual Monkey Buffet Festival in Lopburi province, north of Bangkok on Sunday. AFP
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T
HIS month, the UK wel-
comed the countries of the 
world to Glasgow for the 26th 
Un Climate Change Confer-

ence, or CoP26 – our moment to get 
the world on track to address the 
enormous threat of climate change. 

About 25,000 people from 197 
countries, including 120 world lead-
ers, came together in the UK, demon-
strating that countries can rise above 
their differences to unite against the 
common threat of climate change. 
They agreed on the Glasgow Climate 
Pact which will accelerate the pace of 
climate action – and keep our goal of 
limiting global warming to 1.5 
degrees Celsius alive.  

Countries also succeeded in com-
pleting the Paris rulebook – the guide-
lines for how the Paris Agreement is 
delivered, after six arduous years of 
negotiations. This includes agreement 
on Article 6 (the framework for coun-
tries to exchange carbon credits 
through the UnFCCC), as well as com-
mon timeframes (length of time 
frames for national commitments) and 
the enhanced Transparency Frame-
work (how to track and communicate 
progress on climate commitments).

It was the overarching objective of 
the UK’s CoP26 presidency, when we 
set off on this journey two years ago, 
to keep 1.5C alive. As CoP26 presi-
dent Alok Sharma said at end of the 
conference “1.5°C is alive, but its 
pulse is weak”, and will only be deliv-
ered with concerted and immediate 
global efforts over the next decade. 

The Glasgow Climate Pact, while a 
historic agreement, will be judged on 
whether countries meet and deliver 
on the commitments they made at 
CoP26 across mitigation, adaptation 
and finance. For countries across 
ASeAn, particularly those that are 
most climate vulnerable, it is particu-
larly vital that the following commit-
ments made in Glasgow are delivered: 

• Countries agreed to revisit their 
2030 emissions reductions targets to 
bring them in line the1.5C target by 
CoP27. 

• Countries agreed to phase-down 
unabated coal power and phase-out 
inefficient fuel subsidies – a CoP first. 

• Countries agreed to launch the 
Glasgow-Sharm el Sheikh Work Pro-
gramme on the Global Goal on Adap-
tation, and developed countries have 
agreed to at least double climate 
finance for adaptation to developing 
countries by 2025. 

• COP26 emphasised the status of 
Loss and Damage as a critical pillar 
of climate action but dialogue is con-
tinuing on the proposal from devel-
oping countries to setup a dedicated 
financing facility. 

• COP26 also provided clarity and 
improved transparency on the mobili-
sation of the $100 billion finance goal, 
which is expected to be met in 2023.

Agreeing this pact was not an easy 
process, and certainly not one con-
fined to the formal negotiation halls. 
It is the culmination of tireless nego-
tiations, artful diplomacy, and listen-
ing to the voices of youth, academia, 
civil society, media and the private 
sector – especially those most 
impacted by climate change. 

We welcome the new climate ambi-
tions set by countries during CoP26, 
especially by our Southeast Asian 
friends and partners.

brunei, Singapore and vietnam 
signed the Global Coal to Clean Power 
Transition Statement, committing to 

scaling up clean power and ensuring a 
just transition away from coal. Indo-
nesia signed too, excluding clause 3; 
but as part of its commitment to reach 
net zero by 2060, or sooner with inter-
national assistance, Indonesia will 
consider accelerating coal phase out 
into the 2040s, conditional on agree-
ing additional international financial 
and technical assistance.   

Singapore joined the world’s largest 
alliance on phasing out coal, the 
Powering Past Coal Alliance (PPCA), 
becoming the first country in Asia to 
do so. At the sub-national level, the 
city of ormoc and the provinces of 
Guimaras and negros occidental in 
the Philippines also joined the PPCA. 

Indonesia and the Philippines also 
announced pioneering partnerships 
with the Asian Development bank to 
support the early retirement of coal 
plants. Laos, Philippines and viet-
nam will continue multilateral dia-

logues under the energy Transition 
Council, also taken forward in Indo-
nesia under the Friends of Indonesia 
renewable energy (FIre) dialogues 
co-chaired by Indonesia, the UK, 
Denmark and Germany. 

Indonesia, malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore and vietnam pledged to 
cut methane emissions by 30 per 
cent. brunei, Indonesia, malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and viet-
nam have endorsed the Glasgow 
Declaration on Forests and Land Use, 
an important step forward in con-
serving the region’s natural assets – 
which is home to nearly 15 per cent 
of the world’s tropical forests.  

The UK government will continue 
to work closely with ASeAn on cli-
mate action in this region, particular-
ly to mobilise the new initiatives and 
commitments from CoP26. UK Inter-
national Climate Finance has been 
doubled to £11.6 billion ($15.48 bil-
lion) over the period 2021 to 2025, 
and at CoP26, the UK announced 
new support for Southeast Asia: 

• Around £110 million of support will 
go to the ASeAn Catalytic Green 

Finance Facility, managed by the Asian 
Development bank. It will increase 
access to finance for critical infrastruc-
ture for ASeAn countries, and support 
the development of sustainable infra-
structure projects such as renewable 
energy, clean transportation or urban 
infrastructure in developing countries 
across the region. 

• The UK announced over £290 mil-
lion in new funding for adaptation, 
including £274 million announced 
for the UK’s Climate Action for a 
resilient Asia (CArA) programme. 
CArA will help strengthen climate 
resilience across the Indo-Pacific, 
including in Southeast Asia. 

• The £27.5 million Urban Climate 
Action Programme was launched, 
and with it new funding to support 
developing cities and regions to tran-
sition to net zero by 2050 through 
low-emission public transport sys-
tems, renewable energy generation, 

sustainable waste management, and 
climate-smart buildings. 

• The UK announced funding of £500 
million to support the implementation 
of the Forest, Agriculture and Com-
modity Trade (FACT) roadmap, co-
chaired by the UK and Indonesia. 
Under FACT, 28 countries, including 
Indonesia and malaysia, agreed on a 
roadmap to protect forests while pro-
moting development and trade.

over $130 trillion of private finance 
is now committed to science-based 
net zero targets and near term mile-
stones, through the Glasgow Finan-
cial Alliance for net Zero (GFAnZ), 
led by mark Carney. We are pleased 
that DbS, Singapore exchange and 
CImb malaysia have joined GFAnZ.

When the UK took on the CoP26 
mantle, in partnership with Italy, 
nearly two years ago, only 30 per cent 
of the world was covered by net zero 
targets. This figure is now at around 
90 per cent globally – and for the first 
time includes the majority of ASeAn 
member states (75 per cent of 
ASeAn’s economy). 

We are so pleased to see brunei and 

vietnam commit to net zero by 2050, 
joining Laos and malaysia. Indonesia 
has also committed to reaching net 
zero by 2060 or sooner. At CoP26, 
Thailand also announced its intent to 
reach carbon neutrality by 2050, and 
net zero by 2065. 

We truly hope that this demonstra-
tion of ambition will spur other 
ASeAn countries to come forward 
with their own commitments, and 
am optimistic that our support to the 
Philippines and Cambodia long-term 
climate strategies will support those 
countries in charting their pathways 
to net zero. 

Keeping the momentum beyond 
CoP26 is essential for the Southeast 
Asian region, which is disproportion-
ally impacted by climate change. It is 
vital to recognise both the important 
role the region has to play in our col-
lective climate goals, as well as what 
is at stake if we do not succeed. 

We hope we can count on our part-
ners across ASeAn to use this year to 
accelerate their climate action 
through revisiting their 2030 targets 
in their nationally Determined Con-
tributions, ensuring that our short-
term targets place us firmly on the 
path to achieving net zero and keep-
ing 1.5C alive. As ASeAn’s newest 
Dialogue Partner, we look forward to 
embedding our cooperation on cli-
mate change in our long term rela-
tionship with ASeAn. 

To quote CoP26 President Alok Shar-
ma on the task ahead, he said: “It is up 
to all of us to sustain our lodestar of 
keeping 1.5C within reach and to con-
tinue our efforts to get finance flowing 
and boost adaptation. After the collec-
tive dedication which has delivered the 
Glasgow Climate Pact, our work here 
cannot be wasted.” 

We still have unfinished business. 
The UK remains committed to con-
tinuing our close partnership on cli-
mate change through the UK’s CoP26 
presidency year and beyond. We look 
forward to more exciting collabora-
tion ahead with our friends at the 
ASeAn Secretariat and across ASeAn 
countries. 

Collectively we have got to deliver 
on the promises set out in Glasgow, 
and the hard work starts now. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Ken O’Flaherty and Jon Lambe

The Glasgow Climate Pact and next 
steps in safeguarding our future

Ken O’Flaherty is COP26 regional ambassador to 
Asia-Pacific. Jon Lambe is UK ambassador to ASEAN.

Britain’s President for COP26 Alok Sharma is applauded after making his concluding remarks during the COP26 UN Climate Change 
Conference in Glasgow on November 13. AfP

collectively we have got to 
deliver on the promises set out 
in Glasgow, and the hard work 

starts now 
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THe melody of Sipho mtshali’s 
ice-cream van has drawn 
hoards of Soweto children 
since South Africa’s violent 
apartheid years, running over 
for creamy soft servings. Dec-
ades later, it still is going. 

He has worked “monday to 
monday” for the past 45 years, 
driving through the hilly town-
ship that was once home to 
South Africa’s first black presi-
dent nelson mandela. 

even during the violent lib-
eration struggle that rocked 
Soweto during the 1970s, he 
sold ice-cream.

only the winter weather 
occasionally stops him.

“If it’s cold, you get the rest,” 
said mtshali, a 63-year-old 
father born and raised in 
Soweto, where students once 
rose against white-minority 
rule in 1976.

but politics have never been 
his thing.

“I have seen people grow 
from the ice-cream car,” he 
said, remembering that pric-
es were lower during apart-
heid, which officially ended 
in 1994.

Today he charges eight rand 

($0.50) for a swirly serving of 
strawberry or vanilla. 

Add a couple of rand for a 
sprinkle of hundreds-and-
thousands or another crunchy 
topping.

mtshali fondly recalls the 
round baby faces of his first 
customers, now adults, who 
today  send their children to 
his van, coins in hand. 

“They were young when we 
started,” he said, serving some 
people directly into their cars 
as they ride past.

Under a bright summer sun, 
mtshali drives slowly past 
small identical brick and 
iron-roofed houses built for 
black labourers on the out-
skirts of Johannesburg during 
apartheid.

He has to cut the engine to 
switch on his Italian ice-cream 
machine.

“Can’t do both at the same 
time,” he muttered, blades 
churning in the background.

A small technical glitch that 
does not impact his passion 
for the smiles he brings.

“As long as I’m alive I’m gonna 
do it,” he said. “everybody is 
happy with ice-cream.” AFP

Soweto’s ice-cream 
truck veteran keeps 
generations smiling

Snowboarding baby stealing 
hearts and headlines in China
A

T JUST 11 months 
old, Wang Yuji can’t 
even walk, but she is 
already snowboard-

ing and taking the slopes – 
and the internet – by stsorm.

The smallest of all the rid-
ers at a resort near beijing, 
which is set to host the 2022 
Winter olympics in just a few 
months, Yuji is clipped into 
tiny boots by her parents and 
padded out with layers of 
protective clothing.

once her parents let go, she 
swoops smoothly down the 
piste on her small board, gig-
gling and flapping her arms.

Unlike many clumsy begin-
ners who struggle to stay up-
right, her bemused parents 
say snowboarding somehow 
came naturally to their baby.

“We put her in the shoes 
and realised she could bring 
herself to stand . . . then we 
brought her to a gentle slope 
and watched her slide down, 
squatting on the board by 
herself,” Yuji’s mother Fan 
Xueyin said.

Yuji’s first attempt at snow-
boarding was only two weeks 
ago during a family holiday.

each morning since then 
she has joined winter sports 
fans at the Thaiwoo Ski re-
sort in Chongli, Zhangjiakou 
– one of the hosting cities for 
the Winter olympics.

“If she had been afraid or re-
sisted, of course we wouldn’t 
have made her do the sport,” 
Fan adds. 

but once on the board, “she 
would pat her legs and start 
giggling, so we could tell that 
she’s not afraid at all and is 
enjoying herself”.

As Yuji is still too small 
to control her direction or 
speed, a nearby parent is al-
ways ready to snatch her if she 
veers towards an obstacle.

“You’re doing great!” they 
call at her, jogging alongside 
their child.

Boarding ‘Beibei’
Ahead of the beijing Games, 

the government has been 
keen to promote winter 
sports, with huge construc-
tion of snow resorts leading 
to millions of fresh devotees.

Yuji’s father Wang Shu is a 
new fan of the sport, having 
recently started to learn.

And after seeing his daugh-
ter’s talent, he says he has 
been inspired to train as a 
professional snowboarding 

coach, so that he can teach 
her when she’s older.

When not on the board, Yuji 
crawls about in the snow and 
is learning to take her first ten-
tative steps independently.

The little prodigy, nick-
named beibei (“baby”), has 
earned reams of internet fans 
and videos of her have gar-
nered tens of millions of views 
on Chinese social media.

At the resort, she is imme-
diately recognised by peo-
ple who stop to take photos 
with her.

“A lot of people are leaving 
messages like ‘She’s so tal-
ented and maybe can com-
pete in the Winter olympics 
in the future’,” Fan says, ad-
mitting it made her “really 
think about it”.

“It would be great for her to 
bring glory to our country – 
but she is still too young,” she 
chuckles. 

“We’ll respect her own choic-
es in the future.” AFP

At just eleven months old, Wang Yuji can’t even walk but she is already snowboarding and taking the slopes – 
and the internet – by storm. AFP

An Apollo Go autonomous taxi on a street in Yizhuang, a town of Daxing District, in the southeast suburbs of 
Beijing on Thursday. AFP

Wang Shu helps his 11-month-old daughter Wang Yuji take off her 
snowboard at a ski resort in Zhangjiakou in northern China’s Hebei 
province on Wednesday. AFP

The owner of an ice-cream truck, Sipho Mtshali, prepares ice-cream 
cones for children in Soweto on November 19. AFP

First autonomous ‘robotaxis’ enter service in beijing
IT LooKS like a normal car 
but the white taxi by the kerb 
has nobody driving it, and 
communicates with custom-
ers digitally to obtain direc-
tions and take payment.

beijing last week approved 
its first autonomous taxis for 
commercial use, bringing 
dozens of the so-called “ro-
botaxis” to the streets of the 
Chinese capital.

The vehicles can only car-
ry two passengers at a time 
and are confined to the city’s 
southern Yizhuang area. 

An employee of the taxi firm 
also sits in the front of the car 
in case any sudden interven-
tion is needed, but the vehicle 
drives itself.

The roll-out is a significant 

step forward for the driverless 
ambitions of Chinese tech gi-
ant baidu and start-up Pony.
ai, who were given the green-
light to deploy the cars on 
Thursday.

but it is expected to be years 
before the taxis operate fully 
without human intervention, 
due to regulations and safety 
requirements.

Developers are hoping Chi-
nese consumers – who have 
embraced e-commerce, on-
line payments and other digi-
tal solutions – will quickly get 
used to the sensation of trav-
elling in a car without a driver. 

Pony.ai co-founder Peng Jun 
said the key to moving the in-
dustry forward is “policy, tech-
nology and public acceptance”.

more than 500,000 trips 
have already been made in 
Pony.ai’s robotaxis during 
earlier testing stages, the Toy-
ota-backed start-up said.

Passengers using baidu’s 
“Apollo Go” cars must down-
load an app called “Luobo 
kuaipao” – meaning “radish 
run” – and can hail a cab at 
one of 600 pick-up and drop-
off points.

Sixty-seven baidu taxis are 
on the roads in beijing charg-
ing just over two yuan ($0.30) 
for a 5.9km journey.

Alibaba-backed start-up 
AutoX and ride-hailing gi-
ant DiDi Chuxing have also 
been running robotaxi pilot 
projects in cities around the 
country. AFP



THEIR table manners were 
shocking, but the guests of 
honour at a special banquet 
in the Thai town of Lopburi 
on Sunday loved monkeying 
around.

Lopburi has been laying on 
an annual feast of fruit for 
its population of macaques 
since the late 1980s, part reli-
gious tradition and part tour-
ist attraction.

This year’s Monkey Buf-
fet Festival saw around 1,000 
hungry simians descend on 
tables and wheelchairs piled 
high with fruit outside the 
town’s 800-year-old Pra Prang 
Sam Yod temple.

Organiser Yongyuth Kitwa-
tananusont said the monkeys 
have a special taste for durian, 
the pungent love-it-or-hate-it 
tropical fruit popular across 
Southeast Asia.

Covid-19 restrictions meant 
last year’s party was missing 

its usual crowd of spectators, 
but this year the humans 
were back in force, with more 
than 100 turning out to see 
the furry fruit fanatics.

And the cheeky monkeys 

were keen to renew their ac-
quaintance with their distant 
cousins, clambering over on-
lookers, stealing hats, chew-
ing long hair and giving the 
occasional bite. AFP

Indian businessman Anand Prakash Chouksey (left) poses along with visiting schoolchildren in front of a replica 
of the Taj Mahal at Burhanpur in India’s Madhya Pradesh state on Thursday. AFP

A 
LOVESTRUCK and 
historically minded 
Indian husband has 
emulated the world’s 

most famous display of mari-
tal devotion by building for his 
wife a replica of the Taj Mahal.

The original “Monument 
to Love” was constructed on 
the orders of heartbroken 
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan 
to house the tomb of his fa-
vourite wife, Mumtaz, in the 
17th century.

Anand Prakash Chouksey’s 
beloved remains very much 
alive, and even helped consult 
on the project and his version 
of the marble wonder of the 
world, around one-third the 
size of the original.

“My wife’s only demand was 
for a meditation room. She’s a 
spiritual woman,” the 52-year-
old businessman said.

“She says the dome creates 
a different environment and 
there is a lot of positive energy.”

Teardrop
The original Taj Mahal – 

dubbed a “teardrop on the 
cheek of time” by writer Rabi-
ndranath Tagore – is in Agra 
south of Delhi, however the 
new replica is 800km (500 
miles) away in Burhanpur.

But the central Indian city 
is none other than the place 
where Mumtaz died while giving 
birth to her 14th child in June 
1632, having accompanied Shah 
Jahan to quell a local revolt.

Mumtaz’s body was even 
initially buried there too, and 
according to locals Shah Jah-
an had at first wanted to build 
the Taj Mahal for her on the 
banks of the river Tapti.

“The soil structure back 
then was not suitable to build 
the Taj here that’s how it was 
decided to be built in Agra,” 
Chouksey explained.

The city is still home to the 
dilapidated remains of the pal-
ace where the royals lived, in-

cluding a once-beautiful ham-
mam or bathhouse built by 
Shah Jahan for his wife to relax 
in before she died.

Chouksey’s story has none 
of the tragedy and building 
his new home has taken him 
three years – a dozen less 
than the mausoleum that in-
spired it.

It cost 15 million rupees 
($200,000) to build.

“We used marble from Makra-
na to build the house, which is 
the same that was used to build 
the Taj Mahal,” he said.

Chouksey plans to mount 
an Indian flag on top of the 
main dome and add symbols 
from India’s most popular re-
ligions to the four minarets 
surrounding his new manor.

“We want to send a message 
of peace and religious har-
mony. There is a lot of hate 
around. Love solves all prob-
lems in life and Taj Mahal is a 
symbol of that.” AFP

Indian builds Taj Mahal 
replica home for spouse

Thailand’s Lopburi hosts 
annual monkey fruit fest

Tourists gather and take pictures as macaque monkeys eat food left on 
tables outside the Phra Prang Sam Yod temple during the annual Monkey 
Buffet Festival in Lopburi province. AFP

Lifestyle
14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  nOVEMBER  30, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Big name in cosmetics
  5 Home of a steak-order business
 10 Drummer Ulrich
 14 “Molto ___” (“Very good,” in 

Verona)
 15 Copperhead weapon
 16 Farm call
 17 Arch type
 18 Miserable feeling
 19 Light black
 20 Parental spider?
 23 High school class
 24 Ab strengthener
 27 Work as a tracer
 28 Soldier
 32 Center of a ball, briefly
 34 Elementary particle
 35 Bros, for instance
 36 Problem of the middle ages?
 39 Cultivation place
 42 You might put a lid on it
 43 Corker
 45 Football propeller
 46 Standings stat
 48 Bad thing for an NFL receiver  

to have

 51 Do, for example
 54 En ___ (as a big group)
 55 Market before supplying
 58 Lawn moistener
 62 “Great lake” for sailing
 64 Cheerleaders’ skirts
 65 “What’ve you been ___?”
 66 Bank claim
 67 Agent of entrapment
 68 Chick’s sound
 69 “Beetle Bailey” creator Walker
 70 Some school mos.
 71 Some injections
DOWN
  1 Domicile
  2 They’re unlikely to bring home 

the bacon
  3 Antsy
  4 Razzed
  5 Track shapes
  6 Large unit of resistance
  7 Soon, to a bard
  8 ___ Kong (Chinese city)
  9 ___ nitrate (Chemical reagent)
 10 Open galleries
 11 Runway, of a sort
 12 Biochemistry abbr.

 13 Blue hue
 21 “Omigosh!”
 22 Ballpark fig.
 25 Convex shape
 26 Head-turning summons
 29 Assisted
 30 Wealthy Brit, slangily
 31 From scratch
 33 ___ carotene
 36 Big loser’s nickname?
 37 Distinctive atmosphere
 38 More glistening
 40 Long, long time
 41 Luncheonette kin
 44 Like a nest egg
 47 Great meals, in London
 49 The other woman
 50 Support for a fracture
 52 Crow’s home, once (Var.)
 53 Click beetle
 56 Breaks
 57 Parkinson’s drug
 59 Little devils
 60 World’s longest river
 61 Kind of sack?
 62 Stately tree
 63 Brazilian port, for short

“WE GOT ‘EM!” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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naploli honour maradona
D

azzling napoli paid the per-
fect tribute to Diego maradona 
on Sunday by thumping lazio 
4-0 to move three points clear 

at the top of Serie a.
FiFa president gianni infantino was 

among those present in naples as the 
southern italian city honoured one 
of its adopted sons, who led napoli 
to their only two league titles and the 
1989 UeFa Cup and died a year ago on 
Thursday.

Fans chanted maradona’s name as a 
statue, which depicts their idol in full 
flight atop the number 10, was carried 
around the pitch.

a tribute from Pele was shown on the 
stadium’s big screens, while players came 
out for their pre-match warm-up to the 
sound of “life is life” by opus, the song 
to which maradona does keepie-uppies 
in one of the most beloved pieces of foot-
age of the argentine in his pomp.

inspired by the emotional ceremony, 
napoli took full advantage of aC milan 
crashing to a 3-1 home defeat against 
Sassuolo to go it alone at the summit with 
an at times electrifying performance.

“We put in one of our best performances, 
now the important thing is to always play 
like that, because you need to repeat those 
kinds of displays. The way we played today 
was perfect,” Dries mertens told Dazn, af-
ter scoring a superb double.

Wearing shirts bearing maradona’s face, 
luciano Spalletti’s table toppers came 

out like a team possessed and blew lazio 
away with three fantastic first-half goals.

Mertens sweeps Lazio aside
in almost perfect harmony with the oc-

casion it was another adopted neapolitan 
in mertens who led the charge, the bel-
gian nicknamed ‘Ciro’ scoring a brilliant 
brace of which maradona himself would 
have been proud. 

Piotr zielinski got the ball rolling in 
the seventh minute by almost ripping a 
hole in the net with his rocket opener, 
and just three minutes later mertens 
took the roof off the Stadio Diego ar-
mando maradona when he ended a 
brilliant move by dumping Patric on 
the deck with a feint and slotting home 
a cool finish.

after luis alberto and then Francesco 
acerbi went close for lazio in the space of 
a minute, mertens effectively sealed the 
win with more than an hour to play with 
another wonderful goal, clipping a first-
time strike that sailed over a despairing 
Pepe reina and increased his club-record 
goal tally to 139.

Fabian ruiz then capped a perfect night 
when he lashed home the fourth from 
distance.

The 34-year-old’s three class strikes in 
his last two Serie a matches will also give 
Spalletti hope that he can get by without 
star striker victor osimhen, out for up to 
three months with facial fractures.

“These are goals which give me a 

great deal of satisfaction . . . victor gets 
injured and that’s the moment when 
you need to be ready,” added mertens.

Sassuolo’s San Siro success
Sassuolo emerged worthy winners at 

the San Siro earlier on Sunday after recov-
ering from alessio romagnoli’s 21st-min-
ute header through a superb gianluca 
Scamacca strike, Simon Kjaer’s own goal 
and a solo effort from Domenico berardi.

milan also finished with 10 men after 
romagnoli completed a miserable after-
noon by being shown a straight red card 
for taking out gregoire Defrel. 

Their first home league defeat of the sea-
son after the previous weekend’s 4-3 loss 
at Fiorentina meant that city rivals inter 
milan are now only a point behind them 
in third, with atalanta a further three back 
after beating Juventus in Turin on Sunday.

“it’s clear if you concede seven goals in two 
games something’s not working,” said milan 
coach Stefano Pioli, who on Friday signed 
an extension to his milan contract until June 
2023 with an option for another year.

roma are three points behind atalanta in 
fifth after Tammy abraham’s 32nd-minute 
strike gave them a 1-0 win over 13th-placed 
Torino. earlier andriy Shevchenko earned 
his first point as genoa coach with a largely 
uneventful goalless draw at Udinese.

on Wednesday, his team host milan, 
where the former Ukraine striker scored 
175 goals and won one Serie a title and 
the 2003 Champions league. AFP

momota – badminton no 
1 bounces back from crash

Portuguese league discuss ‘disgrace’ after 9-man start

KenTo momota suffered a 
career-threatening car crash 
and then flopped at the Tokyo 
olympics, but the Japanese 
badminton star can end a tur-
bulent two years on a high at 
this week’s bWF World Tour 
Finals.

The world number one won 
the indonesia masters earlier 
this month – his first interna-
tional title since being badly 
injured in the January 2020 
accident – but then endured a 
shock defeat in the last 16 at 
last week’s indonesia open.

it was typical of the roller-
coaster journey that the 
27-year-old has been on since 
he was almost forced to retire 
after fracturing his eye socket 
in the car crash.

momota said that his “spirit 
was almost broken” as he tried 
to recover from the accident – 
hours after he won the malay-
sia masters – which killed the 
driver of the vehicle taking him 
to Kuala lumpur airport.

He suffered double vision 
and needed surgery on a bone 
near his eye that delayed his 
comeback, leaving him fearing 
his career was over.

“i thought about it. How 
long will it take?” he said in 
march last year, when asked 
if he was worried he might 
never play again.

momota made a full recov-
ery and headed into the Tokyo 
games on home soil in July 
this year as the favourite to 
win gold.

but his olympic dream 
turned into a nightmare when 
he was eliminated in the group 
stage. momota admitted his 
killer instinct had deserted him 
and blamed his own “weak-
ness” for the shock exit.

“Previously, when a match 
went like this, i would be 
able to recover and think 
clea rly,” sa id a v isibly 
stunned momota.

Gambling ban
it was the latest unhappy 

chapter in his olympic career, 
following a dramatic fall from 
grace just months before the 
2016 rio games.

He admitted gambling in an 
illegal casino with a fellow 
player in april 2016, and was 
kicked off Japan’s olympic 

team and banned from compe-
tition indefinitely.

He returned a year later and 
set about making up for lost 
time, beating then-olympic 
champion Chen long for the 
asian title in april 2018 before 
working his way back up the 
rankings.

His comeback reached a cli-
max in 2019 when he won a 
record-breaking 11 titles, 
including the World Champi-
onships, asia Championships 
and all england open.

The left-hander lost just six 
of the 73 matches he played 
that year and admitted he had 
surprised even himself with his 
blistering form.

“i feel like i am not yet a leg-
endary player but i will work 
hard in order to play well in 
future tournaments,” he said.

but then came the accident 
and a pandemic that forced the 
cancellation of badminton 
tournaments all over the 
world.

momota played his first match 
in almost a year at Japan’s 
national championships in 
Tokyo last December, starting 
tentatively before beating Kan-
ta Tsuneyama in the final.

His hopes of returning to 
international competition were 
then dashed when he tested 
positive for coronavirus at the 
airport in January as the Japan 
team was about to depart for 
the Thailand open.

He eventually resumed inter-
national play at the all england 
open in march, but lost in the 
quarter-finals.

His form since his Tokyo 
games heartbreak has been 
mixed.

He lost to new olympic 
champion viktor axelsen in the 
final of the Denmark open in 
october, then retired injured in 
the semi-finals of the French 
open, before finally making the 
breakthrough at the indonesia 
masters.

While his name Kento is 
reportedly a tribute to Super-
man’s alter ego Clark Kent, 
momota has shown he is only 
human.

now he’s hoping he can be 
the “man of Steel” by capping 
off his latest comeback with 
victory at the Tour Finals in 
bali. AFP

PorTUgUeSe league officials 
met on Sunday to discuss the 
farcical game between belen-
enses and benfica, which had 
to be called off in the second 
half after belenenses started 
with only nine players, includ-
ing two goalkeepers, due to an 
outbreak of Covid-19.

belenenses played one of 
their goalkeepers, Joao mon-
teiro, as an outfield player and 
had no substitutes at the esta-
dio nacional where benfica 
strolled into a 7-0 lead before 
half-time on Saturday.

The Primeira liga game was 
called off by referee manuel 
mota three minutes into the sec-
ond half, after belenenses were 
reduced to six players. They had 
emerged after half-time with 
only seven players before mon-
teiro went down injured.

according to reports in Por-
tugal, Primeira liga officials 
met on Sunday morning to 
discuss the controversial fix-
ture and whether any discipli-
nary action sohuld be taken 
against belenenses. 

The Portuguese health min-
istry also issued a statement 
on Sunday, saying “it does not 
comment on the holding of 
games, whether in football or 
any other sport”. 

belenenses president rui 
Pedro Soares said on Saturday 
the game was a “disgrace” and 
criticised the league for effec-
tively forcing the club to play, 
under threat of being deduct-
ed points. 

“What happened today was 
a great shame, there is nothing 
to justify what happened,” he 
said. “never in my life have i 

witnessed such dignified 
behaviour as from those nine 
players.”

after informing the league 
“that we didn’t wish to play the 
match, we were told we had 
eight players able to play” and 
“not turning up could be consid-
ered an unjustified absence”, 
said the belenenses president.

benfica president rui Costa 
described it as a “black page 
for Portuguese football” but 
insisted “benfica simply com-
plied with the regulations” and 
were “not responsible” for the 
match being played.

reports in Portugal claimed 
belenenses were without 14 
players due to Covid, as well as 
three members of staff.

belenenses coach Filipe Can-
dido had indicated on Saturday 
that he would have to promote 

some under-23 players due to 
injuries and suspensions.

Supporters in the stadium 
chanted: “The league is a dis-
grace.”

The decision to go ahead with 
the fixture also drew criticism 
from players, with the belenens-
es team posting a joint message 
on Twitter that read: “Football 
only has colour if it has competi-
tion. Football only has colour if it 
has sporting truth. Football only 
has colour when it is an example 
of public health. Today, football 
has lost its colour.”

manchester City’s Portuguese 
midfielder bernardo Silva wrote: 
“What is this? am i the only one 
who doesn’t understand why the 
game hasn’t been postponed?”

belenenses sat 16th in the Pri-
meira liga at the start of the game 
while benfica were third. AFP

Napoli’s players celebrate their victory at the end of the Italian Serie A football match against Lazio at Diego-Armando-Maradona stadium in 
Naples on Sunday. AFP

Belenenses’ SAD players arrive at the pitch before the Portuguese 
league football match against SL Benfica on Saturday. AFP
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Leaders Chelsea held to man U draw
P

remier League lead-
ers Chelsea were held 
to a 1-1 draw at home 
to manchester United 

on Sunday as manchester City 
moved to within a point of top 
spot following a 2-1 win over 
West Ham in swirling snow.

blues midfielder Jorginho 
rescued a point as the italian’s 
penalty atoned for the error 
that allowed Jadon Sancho 
to put the visitors in front at 
Stamford bridge.

Chelsea fell behind when 
poor control from Jorginho al-
lowed Sancho to score early in 
the second half.

but Jorginho made amends 
when he scored from the pen-
alty spot after Aaron Wan-bis-
saka fouled Thiago Silva.

it was an impressive result 
for United under former mid-
fielder michael Carrick, stand-
ing in following the sacking of 
ole Gunnar Solskjaer. United 
are set to hire former rb 
Leipzig boss ralf rangnick as 
their interim manager until 
the end of the season in the 
coming days.

‘Disappointed’
not that Carrick, who took 

the bold decision to leave 
Cristiano ronaldo on the 
bench, was delighted with the 
performance.

“Disappointed actually,” 
Carrick told Sky Sports. “When 
you are in front in a game like 
this to have it taken away is 
disappointing.

He added: “i don’t think it 
was a penalty at all . . . i am 
not getting carried away but 
i thought we defended well. i 
cannot fault the boys one bit.”

Chelsea boss Thomas Tuchel 
said: “i am happy, absolutely 
happy. i saw a huge effort. We 
put the pressure up high, we 
were brave and courageous.”

Free-scoring Liverpool 
hammered Southampton 4-0 
on Saturday to move to within 
one point of Chelsea.

but reigning champions City 
stayed in touch with victory at 
home to the high-flying Ham-
mers.

City took the lead shortly af-
ter the half-hour mark when a 
riyad mahrez ball into the box 

was deflected into the path of 
ilkay Gundogan, before sub-
stitute Fernandinho made it 
2-0 late on.

manuel Lanzini pulled one 
back deep into stoppage time 
but it was not enough for Da-
vid moyes’s team to avoid a 
second successive defeat.

“We have an incredible 
groundskeeper – thanks to 
them we could play,” City 
manager Pep Guardiola told 
the bbC, referring to the win-
try conditions in manchester.

“The chances we created 

. . . it could have been three or 
four. The players we have out 
. . . those that came here were 
brilliant. All of them. We can-
not forget which opponent we 
played. They have everything.”

Vardy double
Leicester’s Jamie vardy re-

minded Claudio ranieri of 
his enduring quality even in 
his mid-30s, scoring twice at a 
snowy King Power Stadium in 
a 4-2 win against Watford. 

ranieri, who won the Pre-
mier League title with unfan-

cied Leicester in 2016, received 
a rapturous reception on his 
first return to the stadium as 
an opposition manager since 
leaving the club early the fol-
lowing year.

midfielder James maddison 
gave Leicester an early lead 
only for Josh King to level 
from the penalty spot in the 
30th minute after Wilfred ndi-
di brought down emmanuel 
Dennis in the area.

Leicester regained the lead 
through vardy four minutes 
later and the former england 
striker grabbed his second 
three minutes before the 
break when he glanced in 
maddison’s corner.

Dennis pulled a goal back 
just after the hour but Ademo-
la Lookman scored from close 
range to restore Leicester’s 
two-goal lead.

brentford heaped the pres-
sure on rafael benitez by 
beating everton 1-0 to secure 
their first Premier League win 
since early october, courtesy 
of a first-half penalty from 
ivan Toney.

everton, who have taken 
just two points from their past 
seven league matches, face 
Liverpool in a daunting test in 
midweek.

“every game is important for 
us,” said ex-Liverpool boss ben-
itez. “obviously the next one is 
more important because it is 
the derby. We must learn from 
the mistakes we are making.”

The game between burnley 
and Tottenham was called off 
a little under an hour before 
kick-off because of heavy 
snow at Turf moor in north-
west england. AFP

russians knock holders Spain out of Davis Cup
rUSSiA knocked reigning 
champion Spain out of the 
Davis Cup on Sunday to set 
up a quarter-final against 
Sweden.

The russians’ tie against the 
depleted Spanish team came 
down to a late-night doubles 
encounter in madrid.

Aslan Karatsev and world 
no5 Andrey rublev won 4-6, 
6-2, 6-4 against marcel 
Granollers and Feliciano 
Lopez to win Group A and 
deprive the Spanish team of 

the chance to play in front of 
a home crowd in madrid on 
Thursday.

The russians, playing under 
the name of the russian Tennis 
Federation because of sanc-
tions against russian sport for 
doping, made a bad start to the 
tie when Lopez beat rublev 
2-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the opening sin-
gles rubber.

US open champion Daniil 
medvedev stepped up to bring 
the tie level with a 6-2, 7-6 (7/3) 
win over Pablo Carreno busta, 

before the doubles decided the 
match.

britain booked their place in 
the last eight with a come-
from-behind victory over the 
Czech republic on Sunday and 
will play Germany in innsbruck 
on Tuesday.

Kazakhstan and Croatia also 
reached the last eight.

Dan evans’ surprise 6-2, 7-5 
loss to world no143 Tomas 
machac left britain needing to 
fight back to secure a second 
straight win and take top spot 
in Group C.

but Cameron norrie over-
came a second-set blip to see 
off Jiri Lehecka 6-1, 2-6, 6-1, 
before Joe Salisbury and neal 
Skupski teamed up to beat 
machac and Jiri vesely 6-4, 6-2 
in innsbruck.

“We’ve been underdogs and 
managed to get wins. The 
Czech team played well – very 
young team. machac turned 
into a top 20 player overnight!” 
british captain Leon Smith 
told the bbC.

The ties in Austria are being 
played behind closed doors 
due to new coronavirus restric-
tions in the country.

France, after winning against 
the Czechs and losing to britain, 
are out of the tournament.

Germany backed up their 
shock victory over novak Djok-
ovic’s Serbia by fighting back to 
edge out hosts Austria and go 
through as Group F winners.

Serbia had to settle for second 
place but progressed to a quar-
ter-final against Kazakhstan in 
madrid on Wednesday as one of 
the best runners-up.

Dominik Koepfer lost 6-1, 7-5 
to Jurij rodionov to put the 
Germans in trouble, but Jan-
Lennard Struff levelled the tie 
by cruising past Dennis novak 
7-5, 6-4.

Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz 
completed the job in the dou-
bles, as they did against Djoko-
vic and Serbia on Saturday, 
winning 6-3, 6-4 against oliver 
marach and Philipp oswald.

Angry crowd
Croatia just needed to win 

one rubber against Hungary to 
wrap up first place in Group D 
and the 242nd-ranked nino 
Serdarusic did just that in the 
opening match against Fabian 
marozsan in Turin.

His 6-4, 6-4 success helped 
avoid a nervy finish to the tie for 
the two-time winners, as marin 
Cilic lost the second singles 4-6, 
7-5, 6-4 to impressive Hungar-
ian youngster Zsombor Piros.

italy will have the advantage 
of home support when they 
face the Croatians in Turin on 
monday.

Kazakhstan moved into the 
knockout stage by downing 
2019 runners-up Canada in 
madrid.

Kazakhstan, which beat 
Sweden on Saturday, emerged 
victorious again thanks to sin-
gles wins for mikhail Kukush-
kin and Alexander bublik, over 
brayden Schnur and vasek 
Pospisil respectively.

bublik drew the ire of the 
Spanish crowd for delivering an 
underarm serve at 4-4 in the 
second set, but that only 
seemed to spur him on.

“As one legend says, when 
you go to sleep guys, know that 
i won because of you,” he said 
to the crowd, referring to US 
open champion medvedev.

The tournament was post-
poned last year because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. AFP

Chelsea striker Romelu Lukaku (second right) jumps to head the ball against Manchester United defender 
Eric Bailly (centre) during the English Premier League football match on Sunday. AFP 

ben Stokes 
feared the 
worst after 
choking on 
medicine
enGLAnD star ben Stokes has 
revealed the worrying moment 
when he nearly choked on a 
tablet that had become lodged 
in his throat.

The 30-year-old all-rounder 
took an indefinite break from 
all cricket in July to prioritise 
his mental well-being and rest 
a fractured finger.

but the Durham hero has 
used his newspaper column 
to say how it was neither of 
those issues which caused 
him the greatest concern 
ahead of the first Ashes Test 
in brisbane from December 
8-12.

The article does not say 
exactly when the incident 
took place but it appears to 
have been on the current tour 
of Australia.

“it was actually down to a 
simple tablet that went down 
the wrong way, and got stuck 
in my windpipe causing me 
to choke horribly before the 
glands in my face went into 
overdrive to f lush it out,” 
Stokes wrote in the Daily 
mirror.

“Until it actually came out, 
i thought this might be the 
end. We’ve all had those 
moments when something 
gets stuck in the throat, and 
usually someone can help you 
out.

“but i was on my own in my 
room and i couldn’t breathe 
as it became lodged and start-
ed to dissolve. it felt like my 
mouth was on fire.”

Stokes added: “Without 
going into too much detail i 
have never seen as much sali-
va as i did on Sunday morn-
ing, it was a genuinely fright-
ening experience.”

He said the team doctor 
had explained how his body 
had reacted. “i’m glad it did, 
even though i was a mess,” 
Stokes said.

He also feared he had suf-
fered a broken arm after being 
hit by a ball in the nets, but 
was given the all-clear by eng-
land’s medical staff.

earlier on Sunday, england 
managing director Ashley 
Giles said he was hopeful 
Stokes would be ready to face 
Australia in the series opener 
in brisbane after his return to 
action was delayed further 
when a warm-up match 
against the second-string 
england Lions was washed 
out.

“i’m hopeful and i’d always 
like to be confident, but we’ve 
got to treat ben carefully, as 
we would anyone else who’s 
been in that position, of not 
having a lot of cricket under 
their belts,” said Giles.

“but he’ll be a difficult man 
to hold back if he’s ready to 
go,” the former england left-
arm spinner added. AFP

Russia’s Daniil Medvedev returns the ball to Spain’s Pablo Carreno Busta 
during the men’s singles group stage tennis match of the Davis Cup tennis 
tournament on Sunday. AFP
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